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priest was very helpful in matters regarding marriage and

costume.

Library research was also necessary in order to
get more information regarding this topic and in
understanding relevant concepts and theories. Among the
materials refer to are books, articles, magazines,

seminars, journals, and thesis.

1.3. Significance of study

Many studies have been done on women in
Malaysia, especially the Malay women. Some of these works
were for graduation exercises in the Department of
Anthropology and Sociology, University of Malaya, such as
these by Maimon Mat Yunus (1977), S. Desnawati (1981),
Jamayah Zakariah (1982). Other studies on Malay women
were done by Shajaratuddur Abd. Halim (1968), Shahar Banum

Jaafar (1949) and Azizah Kassim (1969).

In recent vyears there has been an increase in
interest in researching the Indian Society in Malaysia.
Much has been done about the Indian rural families,
especially those in the estates. A few undertook studies

on the Indian women in the estates 1like Ampalovanar R












Table 1
Characteristics of the simples

Age Group Married Single
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
18 - 21 = = & 20.0
22 = 25 4 13.3 17 56.7
26 — 29 7 23.3 4 153
3a - 33 S 16.7 3 10.0
34 - 37 9 J0.@ - -
38 - 42 2 b7 - -
42 - AS 2 6.7 = —
445 — 49 1 Se == -
total 30 100 30 100
Education
Lower secendary
school & 20.8 4 133
Higher secondary
" school 24 80.0 26 86.7
total 32 102 30 100
Sector
Private sector 20 66.7 25 83.3
Government 10 S35 o 16.7
total 0 102 30 100
Occupational Structure
Factory worker 7 23.4 b6 20.a
Clerk 9 30.0 12 40.0
Nurse 4 13.3 ) 20.0
Teacher & 13.3 3 10.0
Others () 20.0 3 10.0
total 30 100 30 100
Income group
$200 - $300 7 23.3 14 45.7
$400 - sS00 8 26.7 12 40.0
$600 - $700 : 43.3 4 13.3
$800 - s900 2 a7 - -
total 30 102 30 100































implementation of the New Economic Policy (1978 - 9@). This
attracted participation from foreign investors and major
Multinational corporation. Thus, there has been an influx of
labour to the wurban areas, in search of these employment
Oppartunities, particularly in the industrial sector. Many
Indian workers migrated from the rural areas to participate
Particularly in the service and manufacturing sectors. A
large percentage of these include Indian women workers who are
locate in 1light industries, such as manufacturing electronic
Products and garments. There has also been dramatic increase
in the participation of young Indian women from the urban areas
themselves, who have entered this sector. Indian women workers
in this sector together with other women workers are paid low
wages, have to work on shift duties and are generally involved
in a monotonous routine. Their increased participation in this
Sector has led to the stereotyping of this sector with female

labour.

Historically, these mark the major economic trends in

employment of Indian women workers.

1.9 Concepts of Marriage

Westermarck (1971:24) defines marriage as:
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Women employment and marriage

In this chapter, the writer will discuss on marriage
among the Tamils as it was 3@ years ago. As stated earlier B0
Percent of the Indian immigrants to Malaya were Tamils. The
isplation of the people in the estates and their concentration
in small groups in their housing settlements led to the
Practice of Hindu customs and cermonies in a manner closely to
that in India. The increasing migration of educated Indians
into Malaya in the first two decades of the twentieth contury
led to some determined attempts ta preserve the Indian culture
in the wurban area. The Indian culture that exist today are

results of their effort (Arasaratnam S., 1968)

2.1 Customs in Marriage

International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences (1968)

refers to customs as:

"the whole body of the shared behaviour patterns in a

particular group or society that are regarded as the

traditional and established way of the people”
To speak of ‘customary” way of acting is to suggest that
Conduct in question has come down from the past and is not
Fegarded as solely as a matter of immediate expdiency customs

are more tham mere aggregates of individual habits; a custom is
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between the two fathers to get their children married to each

other. On this day also an auspicious date is set for the

engagement (paricam).

On the enggagement day (paricam), the bridegroom’s
family relatives and friends will visit the bride’'s house. The
Party will bring either seven or nine presentations for the
bride. These would be carried by married women (cumankilis)
and young maiden on silver or copper trays to the bride’'s
house. The common presentations were sari (paricap putavai /
enggagement sari) and cosmetics in the first tray; sandle wood
Paste (santanam), saffron powder (kung—kumum) and scented water
(panir) in the second tray; bananas in the third tray; sweets
in the fourth tray; betel leaves, arcca nuts, guick lime and
tumeric in the 4th tray; 5 coconuts in the sixth tray; and
finally flowers in the seventh tray. All these trays will be
Prsented by the bridegroom’s father to the bride’'s father. The
first tray consisting of the engagement sari and cosmetics will
be taken to the bride‘s room. The bride will use the
engagement sari and the cosmetics. While awaiting for the
bride, the date for the marriage ceremony, the dowry to be
Qiven by the girl ‘s parents and the mode of sharing the wedding
8xpenses are decided. Parents of the respective parties would
Not engage in direct talks. It is wusually done through
Fepresentatives who act as spokemen. When the bride is

dressed, she will be brought into the hall where the
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Their attitudes towards marriage still conform to the

traditional framework.
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to consider divorce, has to think of the future of her children
and her unmarried sisters as her doings will reffect upon her

family. The Indian society does not accept a divorced women.

The modern Indian male’s attitude to women has also
altered, and this has created a favourable climate for change
in the status of women. Man had exploited woman’s dependency
on them for his own good and for the betterment of his house
and family, but today with his education, urban culture and
dependence on his wife in a nuclear family, he has undergone a
tremendons change. The modern educated male is not satisfied
with the prospect of a woman as a mere housewife. He wants an
intelligent companion who will share his varied interest in
life. Man has come to realise that a better position for women
in society elevates the status of the entire household, family
and community. This change in the attitude of the Indian male
has encouraged women to break the shackles of social

discrimination.

Multitude of factors have influenced the great change
in women’'s role today ie education, employment, attitude of man
and the awareness among woman hersel#. The present study
reveals that there is a significant change in women’'s attitude
towards marriage, family, size of family anf her position in

the family.
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PICTURE

(2)

Some of the presentations

93



Bridegroom’'s father giving the presentations to the bride’'s
father

(4)
The exchange of ring between the bridegroom and bride
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(3)

Nalankul ceremony performed for the bridegroom in his house
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Nalankul ceremony performed for the bridegroom just before the
wedding
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Nalankul ceremony performed for the bride just before the
wedding

(8)

The bridegroom tying the Tali around the neck of the bride
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