


AUM

Sri Ganeshaya Namaha

Dedicated to:

My Parents,
My Brothers,

My Late Sister
(who did not live long
enough to enjoy life),

and especially to
«ess Latha

“purity, patience and perserverance
are the three essentials to success,
and above all, Love".

- Swami Vivekananda












SYNOPSIS
A Hindu temple remains a place of interest in the Malaysian
context. A study on Hindu Temples will help to explain the religious
belief and culture of the Indians in Malaysia. This research consists

of five chapters.

Chapter I contains information on introduction, aims and
scope of this study. Various methods that were used and problems

that were faced during the research are also touched in this chapter.

Chapter II deals with the historical development of Hindu
Temples in Kuala Lumpur. A brief definition of Hinduism is given
and emphasis is on the categorization of the temples based on specific

criterias.

In Chapter III, rituals and festivals of the temples are
given due importance. A thorough explanation is given on matters
pertaining to the various festivals celebrated by the temples. The

role of temple priests and the main deities are also highlighted.

Chapter IV is about the social and political aspects of the
Hindu temples. It is important because temples have a lot of
responsibilities towards the society especially in sustaining the
cultural heritage. The role of various organisation is also focussed

in relation to the temples.

In Chapter V, the main emphasis is on the problems that

are being faced by the temples. Some suggestive remarks had been
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Photo 1l: Navakkirakankal
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Photo 2: Vahanam (right) and Pali-peetam
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Photo 3: A Category A Temple
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Sri Raja Rajeswari Temple,

Photo 4: A Category B Temple
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Sri Kaliamman Temple Sentul Pasar
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Photo 5: A Category C Temple
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Sri Siva Sakthi Temple Jalan Davidson

Photo 6: Designs on the ceiling
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Photo 7: RajagoEuram
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Sri Kandaswamy Temple Jalan
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Sri Maha Mariamman
alan Bandar
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Sports that are organised by the sports committees of the temples
ranges from traditional sports like "sadu-gudu" (played by two
teams) to modern sports like badminton, football, athletics and

hockey.

Most of the temples are bolstering their image
financially by engaging in economic activities. The Maha Mariamman
temple, which was once a shed, was able to expand itself by
utilizing its financial resources properly. At present, this
temple owns a few buildings and also engage in business. Temples
therefore have to find means to be economically involved in order

to sustain themselves in the near future.

One of the services rendered by the temples that plays
an important part in the society is marriage. In the Hindu's
view, a marriage is not considered very successful if it is not
conducted in a temple under the Hindu's elaborate ceremonies
and rituals which ends with the tying of the sacred knot or

"thali" around the néck of the bride by the bridegroom.

Charges that are fixed for the wedding reception and
the rental of the hall for the wedding ceremony varies from one
temple to another. The Jalan Pasar Vinayagar temple charges
4745 for all expenses including miscellaneous things, musicians

and the service of kurukkal to conduct the wedding. Most of the

2. Stein, Buston,"The Economic Function of a Medieval South Indian
Temple", Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 19 (1959/60) p. 167.
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Photo 20: Religious Activities

S5inging of Thirumurai and bhajans
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Photo 21: Cultural Activities

Bharata-nattiyam
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Photo 22: Social Aspect

Feast in temple during a festival
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Photo 23: Social Aspect

Wedding in a temple according to Hindu Agamas









































