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Table A

Incidence of Broken Homes

Investigators Sex Delinquents Control

N % N %
Burt 1929 Both 197 57.9 400 25.7

1675 42.5 7278 36.1
Shaw & Mckay 1932 Boys 362 66.8 362 44.8
Hodgkiss 1933 Girls 330 41.4 2119 26.7
wWeeks & Smith 1939 Boys 1955 28,5 1970 15.8
Carr-Saunders 1944 Boys 300 50.7 300 26.7
Merill 1947 Both 500 60.4 500 32.4
Glueck & Glueck 1950 Boys 90 47.7 230 32.2
Oltman 1952 Both 360 23.6 792 17.6
Nye 1958 Boys 231 36.4 931 16.9

From the Table* above it is clear that broken home occurs one
and half times more often in the delinquent groups than in the non-

delinquents, thus showing the incidence of broken homes in delinquency.

In Malaysia some recent studies have been carried out and it

is found that more delinquents or juveniles of deviant character than

* Herbert C. Quay, Juvenile Del ency Research and Theory, Nostrand
Company, Inc., Princeton, New Jersey, 1965, p.68.

(iv)















is used because out of the total population of 97 delinquents in the
Sarawak Boys Home, only 32 delinquents were from broken families. The
non-delinquent group is chosen by the use of random sampling from a
secondary boys school in Sarawak. The subjects in both the delinquent

and the non-delinquent groups include all races.

Review of Related Literature

Relevant and related reference books have been used in this
study. They are borrowed from the main library and the department library

of the University of Malaya.

Use of Personal Files

Personal files of the delinquents are used. They are obtained
from the office of the Sarawak Boys Home in Kuching. The purpose is to
obtain necessary details about the delinquents and the same time double-
check the information given by the delinquents. The information recorded

in the personal files are more reliable.

The Interview Questionnalire

In this study, a structured questionnaire which is made up of
Open-ended and close-ended questions is used to collect the necessary
data. The use of a structured questionnaire decreases the likelihood of

blas against the less articulate among the respondents.















what Lawrence Rosen means here refers to the structurally or physically

broken home .

From the above explanations, it is clear that the definition
of structurally broken home includes two very essential elements, that

is:

(a) the absence of natural parent or parents,
and

(b) the reasons that cause it.

The Psychologically Broken Home

Even though the families remain intact, they may be psycho-
logically brokeri. A psychologically broken home may operate through
dissension, conflict, tensions and unhappiness, inconsistencies of
discipline, and numerous forms of strains and tensions. Dissension
occurs when members of the family cannot reach workable unity. Feelings
of insecurity, unrest, and rejection may flow out of bickering and
quarelling on the part of parents and the mistreatment of children. In
addition, conflict of values and interests may arise when ideas of the
children differ from that of their parents. Emotional shocks often grow
out of the feeling of being rejected. Thus, constant quarelling and

serious dissension and conflict produce social crises and disorganisation

in the home.















flow of organised social life. This approach treats juvenile delinquency
as that of juvenile's behaviour which contradicts with the value demands
of the dominant or conventional culture within which the juvenile lives.
For instance, the‘'sociologists and the behaviourists treat the term
delinquency as the expression of sub-cultural values or street corner
groups of lower class boys. For example, Albert K. Cohen10 defines the

term from that of the deviant acts. He writes:

"we define deviant behaviour as behaviour

which violates institutionalized expectations -
that is, expectations which are shared and
recognised as legitimate within a social
system".

William C. Kvaracens & walter B. Miller11 defines the term

Juvenile delinquency as follows:

"(Delinquency) is behaviour by non adults
which violates specific legal norms of a
particular societal institution with
sufficient frequency and or seriousness
80 as to provide a firm basis for legal
action against the behaving of individual
or group".

In addition, Richard A. Cloward & Lloyod E. Ohlin'? defines

the delinquent act as follows:

10
Albert K. Cohen, "The Study of Social Organisation and Deviant Behaviour

In zobnrt K. Merton, et al, Sociology Today, New York, Basic Books, 1959,
P« 462,

1
IHillinm C. Kvaracens & wWalter B. Miller, "Delinquent Behaviour"™ In Culture
and the Individual, washington National Education Association, 1959, pe54.

12
Richard A. Cloward & Lloyod E. Ohlin, Delinquency and Opportunity, New
York, Free Press, 1960, p.3.
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‘se juveniles fail to contribute to the general welfare of and become
wasteful or destructive to the country. These are the juvenile delin-
quents. Juvenile delinquency has become a social problem. Notably
there is an increase of juvenile delinquency in our country. '"Cases of
juvenile delinquency also increased by 15.8% with 225 cases in ‘1981."18

The Table below, which was gathered from the Sarawak Boys Home in Kuching,

shows the distribution of delinquent boys population in the state of

Sarawak between the year 1963 to 1982. As can be seen the problem of

Juvenile delinquency is on the trend of increase.

Population of the Sarawak Boys Home, 1963 - 18.3.1982

Year Number of boys at the Home
1963-67 178
1968-72 171
1973=171 289
1978 - 18.3.1982 309
Total 947

No one is destined to become a delinquent. Delinquency is
learned, just as honesty and integrity and good behaviour are learned.

Most people think juvenile delinquency begins in the home, in split

18
The Malay Mail, Saturday, October 23, 1982, p.5.











































































il fo

The lack of a strong affectionate relationship between parents
and the children, as the data collected indicates, has many consequences.

some of these are as follows:

(1) the boys are more reluctant to ask for help from their

parents;

(¢) they are less inclined to seek the company of their
parents;

(3) they tend to show less warmth of feeling for their

parents;

(4) the boys in need of help tend to seek the assistance

of peers rather than their parents.

The result is that the boys who do not establish a close rela-
tionship or emotional ties consequently become unattached to their parents.
The consequences of it is that, "the child unattached to his parents is
simply more likely to be free to take up with a gang, more likely to be

exposed to criminogenic 1nfluunces."6

(1i) Concern of pParent(s) for the Boy

According to psychiatrists and psychologists, a child's
attitudes and behaviour are also very much influenced by his parent(s)

concern for his well-being. Therefore the concerns of the parent(s) for

Chirschi, opcit., pp.225-228.
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that the discipline imposed is based on fairness and sound reasoning

then their discipline is considered as firm but kind.

Table VII : Parent(s) Discipline of Boy

Description TRCEkacs Hokdd) ™™ ! (SRRETe o ®)

N * N * Difference
Lax 19 61.3 2 6.2 55.1%
Erratic 4 12.9 3 9.4 3.5%
Overstrict 6 19.3 3 9.4 9.9%
Firm but kind 2 6.5 24 75.0 -68.5%

From Table VII, it is clear that disciplinary practices of
parents in broken homes are more lax than those of stable homes (61.3% :
6.2%). Relatively a much lower proportion of the parents of the delin-
quent boys than the non-delinquent boys are found to be firm and kind
in their disciplinary practices (6.5% 1 75%). Clearly, then, the
disciplinary practices of parents in broken homes tend to be weaker or
poor if compared with those from stable homes. This may be explained
by the inability of the remaining parent to provide proper discipline

and guidance or 'control' on the boy.

Thus a comparison of disciplinary attitudes among parents ot
delinquent boys and non-delinquent boys offers additional support for

the contention that lax discipline, a characteristic of parental
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disciplinary practices in broken homes than in stable homes, is a very
important factor in determining delinquent pre-dispositions. The parents

of the delinquents are also prone to extremes of severity and erraticity.

Methods of Control of Boys

After discussing the parents' discipline of the boy, it is
necessary now to consider the methods of controlling the boys by the

parents. This is shcwn in Table VIII as below.

Table VIII : Methods of Control of Boy by Parent(s)

Delinquents Non-delinquents
Description (Broken Homes) (Stable Homes)
N % N X
Physical punishment 28 87.5 S 15.6
Deprivation of
privileges 6 18.8 2 6.3
Scolding 28 B87.5 11 34.4
Reasoning 2 6.3 20 62.5

Note: Percentages are based on a total of 3Z.

It can be seen that the methods of scolding the boys and
resorting to the use of physical punishment are more characteristic of
the parents of the delinquents than of the non-delinquents. Fewer of

the parents of the delinquents than of the non-delinquents are apt to
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reason with their boys. The most marked difference between the disci-
plinary practices of the parents of the delinquents and those of the non-
delinquents is found in the considerably greater extent to which the
delinquent parents resort to physical punishment and scolding, and in the

lesser extent to which they reason with the boys about their misconduct.

Summar y

The delinquents who are victims of broken homes are also very
much the victims of the indifference or hostility of their parents, and
are, in turn, less attached to their parents. This greater emotional
deprivation is further reflected on the part of the lesser concerns of
their parents in addition to their laxity disciplinary practices on them

(boys).

The development of perscnality and character of a growing child
depends a great deal on the affectionate relationships between parents
and the child, and vice versa, and the disciplinary practices of parents
on the child. All these qualities are absent in a broken family. The
structurally broken home results in an inability for the remaining parent
to provide sufficient maternal or paternal love and fails to provide
proper ‘control' or disciplinary methods on the child with the conse-

quences of assisting the growing child to become delinquent.

Thus to conclude broken home 1s a factor in juvenile delinquency,
for when comparing the delinquent and the non-delinquent groups, more

delinquents come from broken homes (33% 1 3.1%).
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(iii) the ways the delinquents came to be involved in
delinquency, and their age at the time of their

convictions; and

(iv) the types of offences committed by them.

(1) Income of Boy's Family

Table IX : Income of Boy's Family

Income per month Delinquents Non-delinquents
] % N %
Below $300 55 56.7 2 2.1
$300 - § 450 26 26.8 13 13.4
$500 - § 650 12 12.3 35 36.1
$700 - § 850 2 2.1 21 21.6
$900 -~ $1050 2 2.1 20 20.6
$1100 and above 6 6.2
Total 97 100 97 100

From Table IX it is clear that there is a great difference
between the income of the delinquents' familles with that of the non-
delinquents' familles. Mostly the delinquent boys come from poorer
families than the non-delinquent boys (56.7 : 2.1%), that is having a

monthly income which is below three hundred dollars. Many of the non-
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Table X : Number of Children in Boy's Family

Number Delinquents Non-delinquents
N 3 N %
: =~ @ 9 9.3 9 9.3
3 - 4 13 13.4 26 26.8
5 - 6 24 2447 37 38.1
1 =t 28 28.9 18 18.6
9 - 10 19 19.6 7 7.2
11 - 12 4 4.1
Total 97 100 97 100

Boy's Position in the Family

After analysing the size of the boys' families it is therefore
necessary to find out the position of the boys in the family, in order
to find out whether there is any difference between the delinquent boys

and the non-delinquent boys regarding thelr position in their families.

As can be¢ seen from Table XI there is no difference between
the delinquent and the non-delinquent group in relation to their position

in the family.
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Table XI : Boy's Position in the Family

Boy's Position Delinquents Non-del inquents
N % N %
Eldest 17 17.5 36 37.1
Middle 67 69.1 48 49.5
Youngest 13 13.4 13 13.4
Total 97 100 97 100

(1ii) How the Delinquents Become Involve in Delinquency

From the answers given by the delinquents, the reasons they
committed the offences further reflect the roles played by other factors
other than the roles of the structurally broken homes in juvenile delin-
quency. Based on the reasons given by the delinquents, the author

categorised them into three headings, that is:

(a) Beyond parental control;
(b) Poverty;

(c) Influence of peer group.

when the delinquents commit the offences because of ineffectiveness of

the parents' control on them, they are considered as 'being beyond
parental control'. In instances where the delinquents commit the offences
in order to satisfy their needs, it is classified under the heading

‘poverty'. It the delinquents commit the offences under the influence,
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persuasion or pressure of their friends they are considered as being
under 'the influence of peer group'. The reasons the delinquents commit

the offences are shown in Table XII.

Table XII : How the Delinquents are Involved in

Delinquency
Description Number %
Beyond parental control 41 42.3
Poverty 42 43.3
Inf luence of peer group 40 41.2

Note: FPercentages are based on total of 97.

As can be seen from Table XII there is not much difference
between the reasons why the delinquents are involved in delinquent acts.
Factors like poverty, weakness of parental roles and peer group influence

are equally important in assisting pre-delinquent behaviours.

(iv) Types of Offences

The delinquents in the Sarawak Boys Home in Kuching have
committed various types of offences, most of which are of 'minor' types,
that is not physically dangerous types like murder or rape. Due to the
various nature of the offences the author categorises them into several
types, as can be seen from Table XIII. Besides analysing the nature of

delinquencies, the author also goes on to analyse the circumstances in
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give them the necessary amount to vuy what they need. Thus they steal

in order to satisfy their (the delinquent boys) needs.

Table XII1 : Types of Offences Committed by the
Delinquents.

Types N %

Theft of goods (foodstuff, clothings,
cooking utensils, pepper berries and

gold valuables) 44 45.4
Theft of cash (amounting from $10 to

$500 and above) 32 33.0
Theft of bicycle 12 12.4

Theft of electrical goods (radios,

television and fans) 6 6.2
rPossession of offensive weapons

without lawful authority 4 4.1
Theft of snatching, burglary and

robbery - 5.1
Disposing stolen goods 2 2.1
Threatening people with knives 2 2.1

Note: Percentages are based on totals of 97.

Age of the Delinquents at the Time of Convictions

In order to get a clearer picture of juvenile delinquency, it
is relevant to find out the age of be delinquents at the time of convic-

tions. This is shown in Table XX.
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Table XX : Age of the Delinquent Boys at Time of

Convictions
Age Number %

10 years old 1 1.0
12 years old 5 5.2
13 years old 16 16.5
14 years old 20 20.6
15 years old 33 34

16 years old 17 17.5
17 years old 2 Zel
Not known 3 3.1
Total 97 100

From Table XX it reveals that the delinquent boys are mostly
between thirteen and sixteen years of age at the time of convictions.
Lven though most of the delinquent boys are not repeat offenders, it was
found that some of the delinquent boys have committed ve££gys kinds of
offences like stealing and snatching prior to admittance to the Home.
Please refer to Table XXI. They have committed delinquent acts some of

which are unreported to the police.
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The home conditions of the delinquents and non-delinquents are
different. More of the delinquents come from poor families than the non-
delinquents (see Table IX). About 56.7% of the delinquents' families
monthly incomes are less than three hundred dollars as compared to 2.1%
in the non-delinquent group, and yet they (the delinquents) have a larger
household to support (see Table X). This poor financial condition might
have accounted for their involvement in delinquencies (see Table XII1),
and most of the delinquent boys have committed the delinquency of theft
(cash and goods) (see Table XIII). They are also brought up by parents
whose disciplinary practices are not effective, thus giving them more
freedom and in the end be influenced by their peers in committing delin-

quencies (see Table XII).

Therefore these factors - poverty, beyond parental control and
peer group intluence might have accounted for the weak relationship

between broken homes and juvenile delinquency.
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Therefore, to conclude, we can accept the hypothesis that
broken home is a factor in juvenile delinquency, but the extent of its
causative relationship 1s rather weak; less than half of the delinquents
come from broken homes and yet they are delinquents. This is not sur-
prising because the thecory between broken homes and juvenile delinquency
has been rejected before. 1In addition thls study concentrates.on male
delinquency, and according to western studies, it has been generally
concluded that broken home is more important in female ‘delinguency than
in male delinguency. As Rosen Glallombardo has written, "Several studies
have found the broken home to be more important for female than for male
delinquency"} These studies Include those that of weeks (1940), watten-

berg and Saunders (1954), Gibbons and G:{p&uold (1957), and Toby (1957).

| Ruse (rallombardo, op° vk 0234
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APPENDIX

Section A

(1) AQE: cescccecsse
(2) RABCE: eevcsccss
(3) Family background: Living with:-
(a) both own parents
(b) own mother only
(c) own father only
(d) own mother & step father
(e) own father & step mother
(f) foster parents or step parents or relatives
(4) Reasons for not living with own parents:
(a) parents died

(b) parents deserted, divorced or separated (Underline the correct
answer )

(c) parents in mental hospital or seriously ill
(d) parent remarried
(e) none of these
(5) Martial status of own parents:
(a) Living together
(b) Divorced
(c) Separated
(d) widowed

(e) Did not marry each other







(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

-T2 %

Home relations: Affection of your mother towards you.
(a) warm
(b) indifferent

(c) hostile, rejective

Affection of your father towards you:
(a) warm
(b) indifferent

(c) hostile, rejective

Your affection for your mother;
(a) attached

(b) indifferent

(c) hostile

(d) non-committed

Your affection for your father:
(a) attached

(b) indifferent

(c) hostile

(d) non-committed

wnat is your estimate of your mother's concern for youi

(a) Good
(b) fair
(c) poor
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(7) what is your estimate of your father's concern for you:

(a) Good
(b) fair
(c) poor

(8) Do you spend more time with your father or mother?

(R R R R R E R R NN R EEN

(9) Are your parents aware of how you spend your leisure-time?
(a) Yes

(b) No

(10) How do you spend your leisure-time?

(a) playground

(b) movie

(c) church

(d) school-mates

(e) friends outside school

(f) with parents.....(i) both parents
(ii) mother only

(1ii) father only

(11) Your mother's discipline towards you:
(a) lax (relaxed or inattentive)
(b) overstrict
(c) erratic (irreqgular)

(d) firm but kindly
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section C : Offences, by types (underline the offences you think you
have committed).

(1) Vvagabondage: Truancy

Ran away from home
Driving without licence.

Liquor vioclations:

Illegal possession

Buying as a minor

Drinking alcohol (underline the correct answers)
Theft: Automobile theft

Bicycle theft

Theft of tools, money

Burglary

Shoplifting

Stealing fruits
Dishonesty: Possessing stolen goods

Gambling, cheating

Sex offences: Heterosexual relations, rape cases.

Other cases: (nam t.hem’...--..---.o...--. FreEmsSsERSESEEERERRREESRERS

(2) How you become involved Into these delinquent acts?
(a) deceived into
(b) forced into (underline the correct answers)
(c) persuaded
(d) denied
(e) willingly

(t) beyond parental control












