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The main problem 1 faced was the hostility expressed by some
of the Charismatics towards me. | c¢ould not get a personal intervie
with the leader of Lhe Pentecostal Charismatic group. The leader
did not wish to disclose any information with regards to his group
for he feared that 1 would use it to defame him or his group.
When 1 assured him that 1 had no such intentions, he said that
perhaps my Supervisor had these very same intentions!! Furthermore,
he was waiting for the registration of his group to come through
(this is in accordance with the Malaysian Societies Act Regulation
1981) and because of that, he did not want anything to get in the
way. Before I met the leader of this group, there was a Pentecostal
Charismatic who had consented to an interview but at a later date.
On the day of the interview (after | had met with the leader of
this group ) my respondent began to feel very i1l at ease and in

the end, she objected Lo the interview,

Another instance when I met with open hostility was with the
leaders of one of the Catholic Charismatic groups. One of them,
who although objected to an interview on her personal experiences,
consented Lo an interview regarding the Charismatic Kenewal and
the group to which she belongs. However, in the course of the
interview, she began to show reluctance in answering my questions.
Later, I found out that this respondent (whom one ol the Charismatic
had described as being "hypersensitive" to such issues) had brought
Lhe matter up in one of the many meetings held regularly by the
leaders of this group, There, as | was inlformed later, she had

accused me of subtlely Implying that there was rivalry among the
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to be rid of a bad i1ufluence that may lead them to sin, those

who wish to be converted and a host ot other problems. The
"altar call" and not the formal service, is the appropriate time
for various charismatic activities and manifestations. (Gerlach

and Hine 1970 : 15)

Healing sessions are by far the most popular of all the
activities and are carried out in all the charismatic groups. In
the Holy Baptism group, these sessions are usually carried out
after the prayer meetings. 6 in the canteen of the school in
which the meetings are held, In the Spirit Within group, because
the response flor these healing sessions is great, they are held
weekly on Wednesday nights in the school chapel., 1 shall briefly
outline one of the healing sessions [ attended that was performed
by the Spirit Within group : The healing session started off with
the "Hail Mary" prayer led by the leader. This was followed by
a song of praise, a prayer and another song. Verses from the
Book of Psalms were read individually by a few of the members.

A short message was Lhen shared by the leader with the rest of
the worshippers. The leader then called all those who needed the
laying of hands upon them to come forward. About eight of them
did so. Then the leader reminded the people that team spirit

was important and that joint prayers were needed as well as
individual prayers. Others who did not need the laying of hands
that night were asked to git or stand beside or behind each of
those who were 'sick'. They were then instructed to find out

from these members what it was that needed to be prayed for.












hold on to certain doctrines of the established Catholic

Church which are not acceptable to the Protestant denominations
for example, the worship of the Virgin Mary and other saints.
Although Charismatic in nature, these groups are still seen

by many as being predominantly Catholic in its approach.
















































group. However, according to Mr, Rodrigo, it was he who started
the first Catholic Charismatic group in Malacca and it was he who
had attended the seminar in Kuala Lumpur with Father Cecil. In

my interview with one of the committee members of the Holy Baptism
group, he had said that five of them had attended the seminar in
Kuala Lumpur and when they returned, they all agreed that the time
was right to start a Catholic Charismatic group. In my interview
with members of the Holy Baptism group, most of them supported

that Mr. Rodrigo was the founder of the group. From what I have
gathered, prayer meetings were held regularly in the home of Mr.
Rodrigo long before the seminar that was held in Kuala Lumpur.

Mr. Rodrigo had also passed round circulars informing people of

the prayer meetings. As the group grew and as space became limited
in Mr. Rodrigo's house, with the agreement and help of Father
Cecil, the prayer meetings were transferred to a school hall, This

was the formal start of the Holy Baptism group.

The Anglican Charismatic group was formed in 1979 by one of
the Church members. Together with a friend of hers who is a
Pentecostal, this church member had introduced the Movement to
members of the Church particularly those who have Charismatic
inclinations, Due to the official discouragement by the Anglican
Bishop, the growth of this group was hindered. This Church member
has since left Malacca and {8 now the headmistress of one of the

Anglican schoola in Kuala Lumpur.




STRUCTURE OF OKGANISATION

The Holy Baptism group is run by a board of committee which
is made up of nine merbers, This is a highly organised group with
various 'ministries'. There are the Chairs Ministry (those who
are assigned to arranging the chairs for the meetings), the
Greeter's Ministry (those who stand outside and greet the people
who come for the prayer meetings), the Healing Ministry (those
who are specially chosen to lay hands on others), the Music Ministry
(those in charge of the musical instruments and the leading of
songs), the Prayers Ministry (those in charge of prayers) and a

host of others.

Once a year on May lst, this board of Committee holds an
Annual General Meeling which 18 not opened to all but only to their
own committee members. The election of office bearers takes place
among themselves and it is they who decide on who to bring into
the board of committee from the ordinary members, This day is
known as the 'day or reflection' and it is also a social gathering.
Taking Schwartz's (1970)theory of social status into account, this
toard of committee {s likened to an exclusive club opened only to
a particular few, It is these particular few who decide on how the
Charismatic group should be run and, among the ordinary members,
on who would be chosen to join this 'prestigious club'. This
board of committee also meets every Monday to plan for the next

Charismatic prayer meeting,
















The Catholic Charismatlic meetings, with the exception of
the Divine Light group, are fully supported financially by
the’members themselves., The Holy daptism and Spirit Within groups
do not receive any financial support from the church. At almost
every meeting held by the Holy Baptism group, a "secret bag"
(Collection bag) is passed around., Unlike the Holy Baptism
group, the Spirit Within group does not pass around any bag.
There is however, a collection box on a chair. Mr. Rodrigo does
not believe in passing the bag around for he says that the people
may feel compelled or obliged to donate some money., Besides, the
people who attend the meetings are poor, By placing a collection
box there, Mr. Rodrigo feels that the money received from the
members is given voluntarily and with a willing heart, No collection
bag is passed around and no collection box is found in the Divine
Light group. This group is at present being supported financially
by the Tamil Assosiation of St, Patrick's Church, Once a month or
80, there is a Tamil mass and the collection received will go to
the Tamil Assosiation, When the co - group is formed and when
they become independant of the Tamil Assosiation, a collection bag
will be passed around as firnancial support will then have to come
from the members themselves. For all the three Catholic Charismatic
groups, donations ol any sort come directly from the members
themselves. They get no public funds and none from the Church

either.

When comparing the Spirit Within and Holy Baptism group, it
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Ir. Rodrigo wanted was for every member to have a say in the running
if the group and not just a group of people who would decide on all
latters regarding the group. Mr. Rodrigo was also against the idea
f the "social gathering" meetings where the board of committee
jould meet, not so much as to discuss the problems of the group but
ore for light conversation over drinks and snacks. Due to this

onflict of ideas, Mr. Rodrigo caused quite a few people to turn

igainst him.

The word that is going dround is that Mr. Rodrigo himself
soluntarily left the group to form the Spirit Within group (which
nany Holy Baptism members, especially the co - group, feel is an
act of open opposition against them). However, according to Mr.
Rodrigo, he was given no choice but to leave the group. He was
seen as a disuniting factor and he was outvoted by the rest ol the

co - group members. He was forced to leave the group.

After some time, Mr. Rodrigo eventually decided to hold
prayer meetings in his house again and as this group grew, the

meetings were shifted over to the Portuguese Settlement,

From these findings, it is noted that some form of competition
and power struggle exlsts among the leadera, Each leader i3
motivated by his or her own ideologies and oplnions which may or
may not be the same as the others, They compete for personal influenc
and authority over others and they are motivated by the desire to
do the will of the Lord, Gerlach and Hine have stated that "most

of the competition atems lrom altruistic devotion to the cause or

-1




to the group. It is a blend of striving for self, for the group,
and for the cause - a blend so complex that neither the competitive

participant nor the obscrver can isolate his motives". (1979 : 49)

In the case of Mr. Rodrigo and the other group leaders,
personal striving and interpersonal competition have caused Mr.
Rodrigo to leave the Holy Baptism group and form the Spirit Within
group, In another instant, one of the leaders, who was acknowledged
as the Youth Leader, left the Holy Baptism group and formed another. >
On the one hand, the leaving-of these leaders had led to segmentation
in the group. On the other hand, this had contributed to the spread
of the movement. As Mrs. Rodrigo had said, "It's the way the Lord

works. Maybe, He wanted Alfonso (Mr. Rodrigo) to bring the Portuguese

Eurasians to Him and spread the Charismatic Movement in the Settlement"

The Charismatic Mass that is held once every month when all
the Catholic Charismatics meet in St., Patrick's Church is an outward
8ign of solidarity among the Charismatic Catholics. However, the
Rodrigos feel that the Charismatic Mass is a facade behind which
these Charismatics hide from the truth, especially from the fact
that there is a little fellowship among the groups and the existing
conflict of opinions. There i2 little attempt in actually getting

to know the Catholic Charismatics other than their own.

There 1s no obvious sligns of competition among any of the

Catholic Charigmatic groups to gain members. As an example, Mr.
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Rodrigo's brother and cousin are in the Holy Baptism group.

Members come and go as they please and they are not compelled

to stay with the group. Two members ol the Spirit Within group

used to attend the meetings held by the Holy Baptism group. However,
when they found that they could not fit into this "rich man's group",

they switched over to the Spirit Within group.

LINKS AND AFFILIATION

The Holy Baptism, Spirit Within and Divine Light groups are
all linked together in that the groups are all affiliated to St,
Patrick's Church. There are a few from St, Vincent's Church, that
is, the other main English - speaking Catholic Church in Malacca.
One possible explanation why not many of the Charismatics are from
St. Vincent's Church is that the priest there is not in favour of
the Charismatic Movement although he does not openly object Lo the

Church members being Charismatics.

The Pentecostal Charismatic group is a mixed denominational
group and hence, the group as a whole is not affiliated to any
church, Pentecostal or other wise, However, members are [rom the

Anglican, Methodist, Brethren and Pentecostal Churches.

The Anglican Charismatics are affiliated L0 the Anglican
Church of Malacca although they receive little or no spiritual

support from the church in their cause., This group of Charismatics
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of the group,

"Non - Christians" refer to those who have just joined the

group as non - belicvers in Christ.

"Christians" refer to those who are from denominations of
established churches (e.g. Anglicans, Catholics etc) other

than the Pentecostal Church.

Towards the end of my research I received word that an Indian
priest was soon to be attached to St, Patrick's Church and from
what I have gathered, he would represent the Divine Light group

as their official priest,





























