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Abstract

This study was an exploratory study. The focus of the

study was the investigation of the difficulties faced by
t he upper secondary Malay students in learning and using

subordinating conjunctions in the English Language.

T his study involved fifty ethnic Malay informants from
S ekolah Menengah Taman Dato’ Harun, Km 12, 0ld Klang

Road, Petaling Jaya. Four assignments and a
qQuestionnaire formed the test instruments. A total of

twenty subordinating conjunctions were tested in the

written assignments.

Data analysis was based on the Evrror Analysis Framewor k.
A total of 2566 errors (42.07%) were accounted for in the
usage of English subordinating conjunctions against the
total occurrence of 6,100 times in this research. A
breakdown of the errors in the usage of the seven

categories of conjunctions is given below:-

(i) conditional Conjunctions - 85.1 %
(ii) Conjunctions of Manner - 57.0 %
(iii) Conjunctions of Purpose - 45.7 %
(iv) Concessive Conjunctions - 41.1 %

(iv)



{v) Conjunctions of Reason and Result -

L}
&3}
B

{(vi) Temporal Conjunctiaons -

(vii) Conjunctions of Flace - 16.35 %

The majority of the errors made by the subjects indicated
their lack of Knowledge on the wusage of these canjune-
L10NS. This study provided sufficient basis for the
.1ew that these errorg  were élgniflcantly, due to
intralingual interference and not 1nterlingual interfer-
ence {i.e., the negative transfer of grammatical pat-
terns from the mother tongue). Most of these intralin-
gual errors reflected the students’ ignorance of
~ule restrictions, overgeneralizations and their falilure
te understand the nature of the syntactic and semantic
~elationships signalled by the conjunctions within &
given context, due to their inadequate vocabulary and

general lack of proficiency in the English Language.

Based on these findings, the researcher has proposed some
pedagogical suggestions and sample exercises to help
facilitate the usage of subordinating conjunctions in the

classroom. These suggestions and exercises are not

exhaustive.
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Abstrak

Penyelidikan ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji masalah-masalah
>»ang dihadapi oleh pelajar-pelajar Melayu di peringkat

S ekolah menengah dalam pembelajaran dan penggunaan

‘subordinating conjunctions" ( kata sendi) dalam Bahasa

I nggeris.

kajian ini merangkumi lima puluh pelajar telayu dari
S ekolah Menengah Taman Dato’ Harun, Km 12, Jalan Kelang
L. ama, Petaling Jaya. Empat tugasan dan satu soalselidik
membentukkan alat pengujlan. Sebanyak dua puluh
“ subordinating conjunctions” telah diuji dalam konteks

P enggunaan.

Data yang diperolehi dianalisa dengan menggunakan kaedah
Analisis kesllapan (Error Analysis Methodology ).
o esilapan sebanyak 2,566 (42.07 %) telah direkodkan dalam
peaenggunaan subordinating conjunctions’ Bahasa Inggeris.
Didapata penyalahgunaan “subordinating conjunctions’

adalah seperti berikut:-

(i) Conjunctional ConJjunctions - 85.1 %
(ii) Conjunctions of Manner - 57.0 %
(iii) Conjunctions of Purpose - 45.7 %
(iv) Concessive Conjunctions - 41.1 %

(v) Conjunctions of Reason and ) |
Result - 33.4

o
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(vi) Temporal Conjunctions - 32.7 %

(vii) Conjunctions of Place - 16.5 %
Berdasarkan analisis data kajian LIni, kesimpulan dapat
dibuat bahawa kebanyakan informan membuat kegilapan

kerana mereka tidak mengetahui fungsi semantik kata sendi
Rahasa Inggeris dan pemerumusan (overgeneralisation) yang
salah tentany kata sendi Bahasa Inggeris kerana informan-
informan in1 tidak mempunyai perbendaharaan kata yang
cukup dan mereka Gtidak fasih dalam Bahasa Inggeris.
Didapati tiada gangguan bahasa Ibunda (Bahasa Melayu)

clalam penggunaan kata sendi Bahasa Inggeris.

Rerdasarkan maklumat daripada kajian ini, penyelidik
telah mencadangkan beberapa cadangan pedagogl dan contoh
latihan-latihan pengukuhan yang dapat membantu tenaga
pengajar meningkatkan penguasaan dan penggunaan kata
sendi Bahasa Inggeris di kalangan pelajar-pelajar Melayu

di peringkat sekolah menengah atas.
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