CHAPTER 1

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background to the Study

Bloomfield (1963) defined the word as a ‘"minimal free

form," that 1is, the smallest unit which may e spoken
alone. Morphology 1is the study of the structure of
words, 1l1.e., the study ot rules governing the formation
of words in a language. Matthews (1974) describes

morphology as being concerned with "the torms of words®
in different constructions and uses. Taylor & Taylor
(1990) describe words as linguistic wunits that play
grammatical roles in a sentence and hawve sound

structures, cthat 1s:

"a word may be detinedg as  the union  of
particular meaning with a parcicular complex
of sounds., capable of particular grammatical
employment .

(1990: 146 )

This means that words may have grammatical roles of
either content words (e.g. nouns, verbs) or function
words (e.g. articles, conjunctions). The Llinguistic
term is morphosyntactics as it refers to grammatical
categories or properties for whose definition the

criteria of morphology and syntax both apply as in



describing the characteristics of words (Crystal: 1985).

Though familiar, the definition of ‘word’® is hard to pin

down. The frequency and familiarity of words must be
considered. We have ‘word types’ and ‘word tokens’.
*"Types’® refer to different items and ‘tokens’ refer to

t he repeated occurrences of one type (Taylor & Taylor,

1990: 147 ). lhe most trequent word types are
pPrototypical tunction words such as articles (e.g., ‘a’,
“the’) and prepositions (e.g., "1in’, “trom’) and

conjunctions.

“onjunctions are therefore, grammatical
morphemes, i.e., words or morphemes whose main functions
in a sentence are syntactic rather than semantic.
Crystal (198%) states that several terms can be used for
this notion of function word, namely, FORM WORD ,
GRAMMATICAL WORD or FUNCTOR. This study focusses on that
part of morpholoyy concer ned with subordinating

conjunctions.

1.2 The Importance Of Conjunctions In The Learning of
English

In this world of ‘state-of—-the-art’, combining messages
is a daily affair, since knowledge is expanding and new
words are required to express complex thoughts, new ideas

and new discoveries. Consequently, when we want to make



a statement which 1¢ too complex to be expressed in a
s1ngle clause, we make statements by putting two or more

clauses together in one sentence. Students, would need to

combine sentences using conjunctions a5  a means of
cammunicatiaon. Since there 185 a correlation between
structure and function as means of communication, there

1s a need for students to extend and expand basic grammai-
and vocabulary , so as to exp%ess themselves effectively.
Thus, there 1s a need for the 1use of conjunctions both in
and out of the classroom. Conjunctions are a manifes-
tation of the effective expression of complicated mean-—
ings. Conjunctions help to reduce sentences by the pro-
cess of embedding. They help to prevent a monotonous

repetition of words, phrases and sentences.

ESL  learners should master the wuse of conjunctions
because it 1s a frequent feature in the English language.
Conjunctions are also an essential lexical component ana
morphosyntactic feature of language expansion. Taylor &
Taylor (199@a; 147) quote Denes (1963) and Francis &
Kucera (198&), in saying that the average adult is said
to use a vocabulary of 300Q - 6QQ@ words, most of them
infrequently. The fifty most frequent word types are
function words that make up 6@ per cent of spoken word

tokens and 4% per cent of written word tokens. After



all, the number of subordinating conjunctions in this
study sum up to 2@ and according to a research done by
Miller, Newman & Friedman (1938), the number of function
words is 363. Working out the percentage of conjunctions
used here (1.e., 2A/363 x 10Q), we get 3.5 per cent.
This shows that the subordinating conjunctions researched

here , represent 5.5 per cent of the function words.

Therefore an adequate knowledge of subordinataing
conjunctions together with the understanding of their
meanings and functions, as well as the ability to use
them correctly would be useful in learning and mastering

the English languapge.

1.3 A Brief Outline Of English Conjunctions

l.w. 1l The Use Of Conjunctions

Conjunctions are of two kinds: basic co—ordinators that
link parallel constituents (e.g. ‘and’, 'but’) and basic
subordinators (e.g. ‘“when’, "since’y ‘while’) that link
main and subordinate clauses. Two clauses joined by a
co—-ordinating conjunction  form a compound sentence
whereas two clauses joined by a subordinating conjunction

form a complex sentence.
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Grammatical clauses such  as  conjunctions are called

function words as their main functions are syntactic -~

connecting, relating and modifying content woirds in
sentences. Since conjunctions are function words, they
form a closed class i1n that their number is fixed. They

have these characteristics. They are:

(1) highly frequent
(11) short and often monosyllabic

and (a11) not used alone as complete utterances.

Feople use conjunctions as linguistic units to arrive at
their message. Conjunctions are crucial in a clause.
Taylor & Taylor (199a) say that a clause serves as a
major  processing unit in the sense that at its end, the
imterpreter can integrate information and extract its
gist. Thus, most acacemic disciplines use conjunctions
to integrate, expand and extend on their information or

message.

1.3.2 Subordinating Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions are used when you add a clause
to develop some aspect of what yvou are 5AaYing. A clause
which pbegins with & subordinating conjunction is called a

subordinate clause. Sentences containing a main clause



and one or more subordinate clauses are otten called

complex sentences. Here are some examples:

(1) The dogy Jumped onto my molney = ohali

while she was watching relavision.

(11) When an atom 1l sSplit, 1L produce-

anergy .

An adverblal clause L the maln kona  of SGT O e LE

clause Lhdb uses COongunc LONns . e & ale elant btypes  of

adverbhlal clauses (cobulld:s 190 ). I hme CLAUSES  Use

elght types Or subordindfing Conunctlions. Herg are some

=

examples or subordinating conjunctlions: - When ',
‘before’, ‘artey , 1 ., althouan , SO Lhdal , &Lc.

1.3.3 Co-ordinating ConJjunctions

These are conjunctlions chat are used when  we  wWdant C
comblne LWOo Or more clausas o7 eqQual LINROoT Lanue . Lo-
ordinating CONJUNCLLIONS Ara also usSea Lo Llas wovas  and

word Ur OUES . Clauses Jolned Logglnei iy COmOTILnAar Ly

COHJU”CtiDITS AT8 Ccdllad co~ordalinaneg Claldmes d40d Senbenoes

which contalin these clauses are called compound
sentances. Here LS A List ol Lhe MOSL COMIMOT cuo=
ordinating conJjuncLions . - AN . e Leiern . wout’



or’, ‘vet'., etc.

**kCo-ordlnating conjunctions are not Lhe subject of this

study xx

1.4 Explanation Of Terms And Their Functions

(a) Morpheme

A morpheme 1is Lthe smallest meaningiul unit of a  LAanguaae
and 1t 1s Lndivisivble. LE can @rehal e a Word Ol SETN
of a word. In this stuay, conjunctionz can be reaar ded

as meaningtul Llingulstlc UunNits or sStructul e,

(b) Clause

A term Lnat vTerers Lo & unii or Qraminedtt La el OF ddlTL el L0
smaller than the sencence, bUbL larger Lhain Prrdses , woi ds
or morphemes. Clauses can be crassified 1nto  maiin

(independent ) and subordinate ( dependent ) clauses.

E.g. The rain arrived | aftter the monsoon season star tLed

(Main clause) | (subordinars ¢ lause )



(c) Complex Sentence

A sentence consisting of more than one clause i.e., a

main clause and a subordinate clause.

(d) Compound Sentence

A sentence containinyg two or more clauses.

(e) Subordinating Conjunctions

(i) Temporal Conjunctions

These are conjunctions that are used to say when

something happens by referring Lo a peri1od of time or to

another event . They can be used atter adjuncts of time.

(ii) Conditional Conjunctions

These are conjunctions that are used when you want to

talk about a possible situation and its consequences .

(iii) Conjunctions of Purpose

These conjunctions are used to indicate the purpose of an

action.



(iv) Conjunctions Of Reason

These are conjunctions that are used when you want to

indicate the reason for something.

(v) Conjunctions Of Result
These are used to indicate the result of something.

(vi) Concessive Conjunctions
These conjunctions are used whern you want to make two
statements, one of which contrasts with the other or
makes 1t seem surprising.

(vii) Conjunctions Of Place

Sometimes, when you want to talk to indicate the Jocation

or position of something, vou use these conjunctions.

(viii) Conjunctions Of Manner

These are conjunctions used when you want to talk about

someone’s behaviour or the way something is done.
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(f) Target Language

The second language being learned by the learner when he

1s using it. It is the language in which Ccommunication

is being attempted. It is represented by L&,

(g) Mother Tongue

One's native language or source language represented Dy

LL /7 MT / NL.

(h) Second Language

A language usually acquired in a formal environment apart
from the official language. In Malaysia, English 1s the

second language.

(1) Errors

In second language learning, Errors are basically the
inaccurate or inappropriate use of certain Phonological,
syntactic or semantic items and structures of the target

language with regard to accepted Wsage.
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(J)  Error Analysis

This i1sg Cconcerned with the identification, description

and explanation of errors made by language learners,
either 1in 1ts  spoken or written fornm. It investigate
S the significance and systematicity of errors made

Dy learners in the learning process.,

(ko Interlingual Errors

This term refers to that group of errors, the causes of
which can be traced to some form of transfer influence oy

interference of Bahasa Melayw in the learning of ESL.

(L) Intralingual Errors

fhese are errors  which occur because of the difficulty
posed within the language, that is, problems caused by
the nature of the target language itself. Suech erraorsg
may be largely redundancy  evrors  in English since the
language has lots of words to express the meaning that is
already suggested by another feature in the same sentence

(Wilkinsgsy 1974).
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(m) Interlanguage

A learner constructs o4 lanyudde Sy=sLem  oUul o Lhne
Llngulstlc Inputl Lo Wwnlah Ne nNas beell exposec. [l s RS
been retferred to as an ‘approximate system ' ( Nemser :

N

1971 ), "1r1diosyncrvatic dralect ' or “transitional dialect

(Cordar: L9710 41 an | LNtaEr tandudae | onsE L Lise - i EAE b,
T he term TInter langudade | Suggesls that Lhe Ledai ner =
language will rerlect sSystemar o VeAlures oFf bDobtin Lie -
and ot ornen languages he  may RTIOW Le.y., T .

Consequently, tne ledr ner s LanguAde wystem LS a MmLxedd Of
intermediate  one, .., a COontLnuum Delween Ll ana L.
Al thouyn ENLS SUJIesis A Tule 30veE] Hed Ldngudde LAl L3
COmMMON Lo all Leai et =, arfferences wovur As oA 1 em L DT

dirterence=s LIt 0201 Ledl NLINY e x40 Laelioe s,

1.% The Subordinating Conjunctions Investigated In This
Study

SUDOTALINALLNG CoONJUnCE1onNs expl @SS “UDporadl nate medlil g LN
adverblal clauses. AlLogetner . Lw@Enny ConjJuncrions  4Are
coveread 1IN thls study anag tney can pe Classitied Lnto
saven categorlies as seen 1nh o iable L oLon tne naext PAageE ).
For aase of test administration and scoring, Lne
CONJUNCLIONS OF Te4AS0N ANd Vresulr wele Combined LnLo  one

cCaLeqoOTyY .



Table I

Categories Of Subordinating Conjunctions

In The EL
I Categories Example
|
‘ 1 flemporal/Time when, before, until, after,
1 while, since
- S— PR
e Condaitional if, unless
WS Fuarpose so as to, 1n order that
“4. Reason and because, 1n case
Result 50 that
! Loncessive although, despite, not that
(G Hlace where, wherever
S I SUR——
P Manner like, as though




