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Bab Vv adalah mengenai perkembangan semasa sri Maha
Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam. Satu analisa tentang
perkembangan kovil ini dari awal hingga kehari ini

diberikan. Perkara-perkara semasa juga disebutkan disini.

Dalam Bab VI, sumbangan kovil dianalisa dan beberapa
cadangan tentang cara membaiki peranan mereka juga telah
dikemukakan. Ini adalah untuk memastikan Sri Maha
Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam akan tetap menjadi satu

tauladan kepada kovil-kovil Hindu yang lain.
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Chapter VvV deals with the current development of the
temple. An analysis on how the temple had developed

from its early days to the present days is given. The

current events are also touched here,

Chapter VI, the temples contribution is analysed and
some suggestive remarks had been given on how to
improve their roles. This is to ensure that Sri Maha
Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam will remain as a model Hindu

temple forever.
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also had difficulties getting information because
there were a lot of confidential dealings in the
temple's affair. Thus the writer failed to get some
informations. This too unabled the writer to get her

informations from the temple staff.

The writer too had problems in her status as a
student, The reluctance of the temple officials to
give co-operation were due to this factor. She too
had difficulties in talking to the priest, because he
was always frequented by people who come for
the astrology service he provides. So many times,
the writer had to come back without getting
any information at all. Her visits to the temple and
her informal interview with the key-informants were

also done when her course was going on.

The writer too did not have any previous work on the

similar subject matter to refer to,

s o 6/-



Chapter II

GROWTH OF HINDU TEMPLE

What Is Hinduism

The term Hinduism is derived from the civilization of
the Hindus on the land of River Sindhu (Indus). A
more appropriate name for Hinduism 1is "Sanathana
Dharma" meaning "The Eternal Religion"., The origins
of Hinduism go back 4000 years. Its 315 million
followers believe it is the fountain head of all
religion. 1In theory, Hinduism is the simplest of all
religions, it boast no central authority and no
hierachy. 1In practice it is so complex, it has one

God and it also has 330 million gods‘.

In Hindu religion, there are different sections like
saivism, Vaishnavism and Saktism. But all Hindus
have three great beliefs, that is Reincarnation, lLaw
of Karma and that God is omnipresent and exists in

all things.
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god® in the form of an image or some other
representation is placed. The temple often times has
grown from its earliest form and most Dbasic
requirement. In some, there is a second garbha—g{ha

which is provided for the god's consort.

A reasonably large temple built in the shaivite or
agamic tradition is surrounded by walls and has a
tall gdpuram called the rajagopuram. It reminds
people of the temple and of God even from a
distance. On this gopuram may be seen all manner of
objects and beings-gods, semi divine beings,asuras,
human beings, birds and beasts. There are things
that remind one of goodness and virtue, and others
that depict evil and that remind one of goodness and
virtue and others that depict evil and vice. The
gopuram has many tiers or levels, each with an
entrance, These tiers are always to be found in odd
numbers., If there are three, they are said to
represent the souls' state of waking, dreaming and
deep sleep, if there are five, they symbolise the
five senses, if there are seven they symbolise the
five senses plus the mind and intelligence.

L2 ]
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The Significance of a Hindu Temple Structure

Though each tier has an entrance, a devotee may enter
the temple only through the main entrance at
the ground level. This shows that though the soul
has many states and many sources of knowledge, only
the mind becomes useful in knowing and realising
God. All other sense organs become inactive and may
experience joy of knowing him only when the mind

knows Him.

The conception of the temple as a symbol of the body
is noticeable in the structure of the temple. It is
like a person lying on his back with his head and
trunk touching the ground, but the legs raised at a
right angle to the body. The raised leg is the

gopuram while the body is the temple area.

Entering the Templé

Before .a person enters the temple, he.washes his
hands, and feet, rinses his mouth and sprinkles water

over his head as an act of purification,

$L5A8/=


















Besides the five senses, worship in the temple also
involves the body, speech and mind. While the hands
are held in prayer, the legs go round the temple and
the body falls prostrate before Him. The mouth sings
or utter words of praise and His name. Then while

sitting in a corner, the mind dwells on Him.

Thus directing the senses, in the right path is the
best way to control them and worshipping in the

temple is one sure way of doing this.

Footnotes:

1. Louis Renou
2. Antoine R.

The Nature of Hinduism
Religious Hinduism,
presentation and appraisal
Strength of Shaivism (Pg. 51)
Page 93

3. Nadarajah D
4. 1bid
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It was more difficult to practice the religion in the
urban areas. However, in some towns where there were
more Indian concentration, temples and shrines soon
began to flourish. Later, the increasing migration of
educated Indians in the first two decades of'the 20th
century, led to some determined attempts to form well
organised temples in urban areas. Sri Maha
Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam was one of the temples
which was built at that time too. When the
concentration of Indians became greater, they all felt

the need to have a place to practice their religious

beliefs,

Many of the Indians who migrated, did not bring along
their family thus they felt a desire to have a holy
place where they can be in peace while thinking and
praying for their family back in their homeland. This
brought to the erection of a shrine at the Railway
Goodset in 1873. The man who gathered all the Hindus
and got their cooperation and finally built the shrine
was Mr. Kaayeroganam Pillai. He was a leader for the
Indians in Kuala Lumpur. It was his family that
founded Sri Maha Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam. His
family was very wealthy and influential in Kuala
Lumpur and was controlling the temple in its early

stages by their

ces23/-






became the pioneer of the temple. He was also the
leader for the Indians. When he died in 1902 in
Singapore at the age of 53, the temple management was
taken over by Mr. R. Thuraisamy, Mr. M. Kumarasamy
Pillai, Mr. R. V. Suppiah Pillai, Mr. Vaithilingam
Thevar, Mr. V. Subramaniam Pillai, Mr., Visvalingam
Pillai and others who together formed a group. Later,
Mr. K. Thamboosamy's son, Mr. T. Parimanam Pillai,
took over the role as the stanigar from his father.
In 1917, he too died, and Mr. K. Thamboosamy's
youngest son, Mr. K.T. Kanapathy Pillai became the
stanigar and Mr. Kumarasamay Pillai became the
assistant stanigar, as Mr. K.T. Ganapathy was still a

minor.

In 1923, there was a conflict between the temple
management and the public pertaining to the management
of the temple funds. The temple's income and
expenditure statement reflected a sum of $17,000/- and
$11,000/- apportioned to Mr. Thamboosamy Pillai and
Mr. Kumarasamy Pillai respectively, without the
knowledge of the public. The dispute relected the
disagreement between two factions. On one side there
were those who were In effective control over the
temple's affairs and on the other side there were

those who sought to challenge the power of the other

ce 25/~
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recommend to the Board of Management on the

suitability of books and other periodicals to be

added to the Library.

Footnote:

* urar - public
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PHOTO 5: PUJA: THE PRIEST SHOWING THE TIPAM ; =y,
PHOTO:6: PUJA: RITUALS BEING PERFORMED

AT THE PALI-PEETAM



PHOTO 7: PUJA: DEVOTEES PRAYING

/

PHOTO 8: PUJA: RITUALS BEING PERFORMED FOR

THE NARAKIRAKANKAL
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1) Naivettiyam - Food offerings
2) Alankara Tipam

3) Nakatipam

4) Rishiba Tipam

5) Miruka Tipam

6) Panca TIpam

Tl Panca Tipam

8) Natchatira TIpam

9) Méru Tipam

10) Viputi (Sacred Ash)
11) Mirror

12) Kudai (Umbrella)
13)  Samaram

14) viajanam

15) Visiri (Fan)

16) Surutti

The Naivettiyam for Goddess Mahamariayamman differs

each day;
Sunday - Payasam (Sweet Porridge)
Monday - White Sweet Rice
Tuesday - Ghee Rice
Wednesday - Black Sugar Sweet Rice

Thursday =~ Sour Milk Rice
Friday - White Rice
Saturday - Black Peas with Rice

¢.¢46/""
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PHOTO 9: VAHANAM - LION
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PHOTO 10: NAVAKIRAKA?KAL
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PHOTO 11:

VAHANAM: LORD MURUKAN'S PEACOCK
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PHOTO 12: LORD SIVA (Centre) AND TWO

SONS, VINAYAKAR
(Left) AND MURUKAN (Right)
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PHOTO 13: LORD S1vVA & CONSORT - PARVATHY
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PHOTO 15: LORD MURUKAN & TWO WIFES - SRI VALLI AND SRI

THEIVANAI
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Footnotes:
< I Mudaliyar, Sabaratna - Essentials of
Hinduism, in the
light of Shaiva

Siddhanta

4 Babb, Lawrence - Hindu Mediumship in Singapore
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PHOTO 18: LIBRARY, REGISTRATION ROOM AND KITCHEN

PHOTO

19: CONFERENCE ROOM AND OFFICE
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a few staff to maintain the

cleanliness of the temple. They are also permanent

employees of the temple.

The new line-up after the election are as follows:-

1) _The

ii) The
iii)The
1)

Chairman:

Hon.

Mr. A. Sithambaram, AMN

(General Merchant)

Secretary: Mr. M. Saravanakumar, AMN

present 7 trustees are:

L

Mr. Kodivel - General Merchant Upayam

Mr. P. Kumaran - Telecoms Upayam

2)

3). ME,

4) Mr.

) "Mr

6) Mr.

T)ar ML
Education

A.T. Rajah - Residents of Batu

c.

S. Panchacharam - Worshippers of

Road and Sentul Upayam

Ambigapathy - LLN Upayam

Sri Rama Upayam

Saravanakumar - Writers Upayam

Sellapan - J.K.R. Upayam

In the field of education, the temple is playing an

important role,

It is running the management of two

primary Tamil schools, The schools are Appar Tamil

School and Batu Caves Tamil School. Appar Tamil

-ao?S/-
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School has 90 students. It has only one session that
is in the morning. Whereas, Batu Caves Tamil School
has 1,000 students. It is expected to get
morestudents in 1988. The school was graded as a 'A'

category school in the beginning of 1986. In October
1987, Dato S. Samyvellu announced in the press that
MIC is trying to help Tamil schools in the country by
providing financial aid to renovate buildings. The
Ministry of Finance has set aside an allocation for
this purpose and it will start by Mid-year in 1988,
Batu Caves Tamil School is one of the schools which

will be getting the financial aid.

Sri ‘Maha Mariayamman Kovil Devastanam too is
providing free exercise books to all students of Batu
Caves Tamil School and Appar Tamil School. In 1986,
15,000 exercise books were presented to the
students. Since the number of students seems to be
increasing at the Batu Caves Tamil School, there is a
proposal to build a 3 storey building. Due to the
initiative of the Batu Caves MIC Chairman, Mr. 8.
Rajagopal, P.J.K., the s8chool ¢too has got 3

computers,
Since the Appar Tamil School has got only morning

l-c’G/_






























































