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SYNOPSIS

The problems that refugees face in adjusting to life in a new coun-
t®y hawe been studied in many countries. The res=ttlement of Kampuchean
refugees in this country is a relatively new phenemenon, and because it

is new, not many studies have been dore on it.

Thids study attempts to explore soms of the economic and soci»l adjust-
ment problems that some Kampucheam refugees in an oil palm estate jn this
country face., The estate where the study took place was the Selangexr 0il
Palm Industries Corporation (S0OPIC) Sdn. Bhd,, located in the district of
Sepang, Selangor. Also investigated in this study are the attitudes and
reactions of ths local people who work and live in the sawe estate, to-

wards the Kampuchean refugees.

T™is graduation exercise is divided inte five chapters. In the first
chapter, the objectives and methodology of the study are stated out in de-
tail. The second chapter looks into the background of their situvation in
their former society and the events that trought the refugess into Malaysia.
The third chapter is concerned with their present socio-econouic status to
de termine their level of socio-economic well-bsing. In the fourth chapter,
their attitudes towards their life here and towards their interaction with
the local canqunity are recorded, Also recorded in this chapter are the
reactions and attitudes of the local workers in the estate towards the

Kampucheans, In the final chapter, the conclusions of the study are drawn.
RN
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Map 3 Location of SOPIC and the district of Sepang in Selangor
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CHAPTER 1 3 INTHODUCTION

1.1 Background of this study

Kampuches' has been very much in the news in recent years. Most

people have heard of the bloody Khmer Rouge, the Vietnamese invasion, and
the tragic fate of hunireds of thousands of refugees who have fled from
Kampuchea to hastily set-up camps in neighbouring countries before the

luckier ones are accepted for permanent resettlement by other countries.

The United Nations Cornvention Helating tc the Status of Refugees (1951)
as amended by the Protocol (1967) states that,

'a refugee is a person who owing to well-founded fear of being

persecuted for reasons of race, religion, natiorality, membership

of a particular social group or political opinion, is outside the

country of his nationality and is unable, or owing to such fear,

is unwillirg to avail himself of the protection of that country,

or wno, not having a natiorality ard buing outside the country

of his former habitual residerce, is unable or, owing to such

fear, is unwilling to return to it',2

Malaysia ie one of the few countries to accept some of the Kampuchean
refugees for permanent resettlement, albeit only mmkx a small rumber. Up
to June 1980, Malayeia accepted some 2150 Moslem Kampuchean refugees.
Because they arrived only after 1975, the Kampuchean refugees are a rela-
tively rew phonomenor in Malaysia, at best 10 years old today. Hesearch
in Malaysia on these refuge¢s are as such, few. In fact, any study on the

Kampuchear refugess resettled here ean be reg,rded as a ploreer study. To






1.2 Aims and Scope of this Study

The 'series of variables' mentiored by J. Ex and quoted above cannot
be fully explored in any one study and especially not in this study. As
such, this study intends to concentrate only on exploring some of the
economic and social adjustment problems faced by some of the Kampuchean
refugees here. A group of Kampuchean refugees residing and working as
labourers in an oil palm estate (SOPIC) is studied for this purpose. As
a side issue, the reactions ard attitudes of the local people living and

working in the same estate, are also investigated.

It should be made clear from the start that the aim of this study is
not to test the validity of preconceived hypotheses. The reason for this
is that the lack of resesrch into this field in Malaysia means that
practically rothirg is known with sufficient accuracy with regard to the
economic and social adjustwent problems of these refugees. This is just

then an exploratory study.

1.2 Bases of this Studx

There are many bases for a study focusing on the economic and social
problems of adjustwent such as this. Where economic problems of adjustmwent
are concerned, the refugees are faced with the prospect of establishing an
economic foundation for themselves and their families. Minimally, they
must develop an adequate income to enable them to survive here. While
there are variations among t'e refugees as to their class, occupation, and
edutation, at the wame time, several important economic constraints have

generated a number of broad consistercies ir how refugees have had to



interact with the economy. Most fled with only a few psresonal belongings.
The only economic resources that most were able to bring with them were
their occupatioral, educational, and lirguistic skills, if any. Moreover,
few rofugees came out of their country with their family-ba-ed economic
units intact. Wives, husbands, parents, brothers, sisters, ard children,
who toge ther might have formed a mutually supporting economic entity in
their own country, have frequertly been separated by the exodus. Whereas
there, a common economic strategy was for a family to pool a rumber of
incomes, tiis option is far less available here., Economic ad justoment can

thus be one of the more difficult adjustments refugees have to make here.

Another such adjustwent would be social adjustment because, as Natthew
Suh put it,
'Immigration, a change or shift in residerce, irvolves rot only
new places, but new faces, new rnorms, new larguages, new environ=—
ments. Such movement implies the crossing of social svstem boun-
daries, whother the systems are defined in terms of national
entities, regional subcultures, or imvediate friendship and kin-
8hip networks. The immigrant leaves behind him the supports and
‘the stressce’ of the native system from which he departs., He lébes
the support of social and geographic familiarity, of long-term
relationships and values that were tuilt into him while growing
UpPess He im wolocomed by the host system or must deal with resis-
tarces in the new system to which he comes. He is excited by
new stimuli and opportunities ard fearful of new threats and

the unknown. Betweer the two systens, en route, he must cope


















‘hotograph 1.1 The low partitioning wall separating the
porches of sach cf the twe houses in a house-block

neighbours would try to listen in to the interview, or eoven crosas over to
the respondent's house and 8it in on tha intarview unabashedly. t had
been observed that the lack of privacy tended to inhibit a respgondent's
answers to certain questions, for example, those partaining to their
expectations of their children's future, perhaps out of fear of ridicule.
'he step taken to overcome thie probiem was to try as far as possible to
get k¥ respondents to clous the front door to their houses without
maring it seemdrude to the neighbours, or to postpone the interview to
another time, but this second option wum not much favoured as there uu
no puarantee thut the reighbours would not be arcund during the second

intervisw, Of course, in the case of those respondents who could rot

convarsn in Hahasa Falaysia, of necessity neighbours or friends had to be

called in to mct as Irterpreters and thus privacy definitely could not be

































CHAPTEE 3 : SOCLO-ECONOMIC PHOFILE OF TH:S XKAMPUCHZANS AT SOPIC

S« _The Setting

SOPIC Estate lies in the district of Sepang in the state of Selangor,
close to the legeri Sembilan-Selangor state border. Because it is bounded

to the north by the Sungai Labu, the estate is sometimes referred to as

the Surgai Labu Estate by the local people. The estate is relatively
isolated although the operning of a rnew public road cutting across it only
a few years back has made the estate more accessible. The nearest village
is Kawpung Lanjut, 2 miles away while the nearest small town, Salak,is 6
miles away. Bigger towns like Nilai is 11 miles away, Banting is 12 miles
avay while Seremban is 26 miles away if ore travels by the Kuala Lumpur-
Seremban highway, Public transport like buses do not pass through the
estate but afa available, the nearest, at Salak where they pass through
at the rate of one every 60 mirutes. A mobile post-office comes to the

estate once every week.

SOPIC Sdn. Bhd, is a fully-owned subsidiary company of the Perbadaran
Kema juan Pertanian Selangor (PKPS), a corporation founded by the Selargor
State legislative Assembly. Although owned by a public corporation, the
estate is run in a similar manner as in the private sector with profit-

miking its prime objective.

S0PIC estate was opened in 1974 af ter work on draining a once-swanupy
plece of land to make {t suitable for oil palm cultivation had comple ted.
T™e land here ie flat, and the oil palms, relatively short. 'The estate

covers an area about 6,000 acres out of which 5961 acres are planted areas



=2

with 5186 acres of it mitured ard harvested. The remaining 39 unplarted
acres are taken up as the site for the Semisa oil palm mill (of which the
PKPS is the majority shareholder), the SOPIC administration offices, housing
quarters for staff ard labourers of SOPIC and Semisa alike, a water tower
compound, roads, and social amenities like an estate clinic, a mosque, a
canteen-cum-sundry shop whichwas run by a non-resident Chinese family

(thers are two more sundry shons on the estate — ore run by a Kampuchean
family from their home in the BOPIC labour lines!, the other by a Malay
family also from their home in the Semisa labour lines, both families

having one or mors members working in the estate and in the mill resvpec-

tively), and a football field.

Pho tograph 3.1 'The football field at SOPIC
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For labourers working in the estate, of which therewere two types =~
estate-employed and contract -~ the management provides certain fringe
benefits. A dresser employed by the estate provides free basic¢.medical
services, houses are rent-free, and water and electricity are supplied

free-of =charge.

Labourers working at SOPIC could be divided into those who livedin
nearby villages and commuteddaily to work, and those who stiyedin the estate's
labour lines, Those commuting daily were mostly those Malays who stayed with
their families in villages around the estate. Those staying in the estate's
labour lines, as of the time of this study was conducted (April 1985),
numbered 220, Kampucheans were by far the majority, numbering 155 or 70.5%
of the total residert? population of labourers ard their families at SOPIC.
Indians and Malays were equslly represented at 10,5% each while Indonesians

made up the rest of the percentage at 8.5%. (See Table 3.1)

Table 3.1 lesidents at SOPIC's labour lines by race/mationality

Face/Nationali ty No. of hesidents %
Kampuchean 155 T70.5
Indian 23 10.5
Malay 23 10.5
Indonesian 19 8.5
Total 220 100,0

Source : Irterview Schadule

3.2 'The Kampuchean Communi ty

The Kampucheans residing at SOPIC were all Moslems, and the heads of

the families were all born in Kampuchea. Hecause the war in Kampuchea



only started in 1975, all the raefugees here had been in the country for
not more than 10 years. Some were here as early as 1975 itself but there

vere a few who came into Malaysia as late as 1984.

2s2s1 Aage and Sex Distribution

The 155 Kampucheans covered in this study comprised 73 males and 82

females, or 47.1% males and 52.,9% females,

Table 3.2 Kampuchean residents at SOPIC by age and sex groups

Total

Ag; Group [0-9 | 10-19 | 20-29 | 30-39 |40-49 |50-89 | 6U«69[ ' Yo, % |

ex |

|

Male 27 13 15 10 3 13 |47 13 47.1

Female 32 15 20 3 6 1 82 52.9

Total 59 28 35 13 7 9 4 155 100.0
% 0 1%58:0,].46:1 || 22:8 8.4 4.5 5.8 2.6/ 100.0

Source : Interview Schedule
From Table 3,2 it can ba seen that there sre variations in sex ratio in the
different age-groups. In five out of the seven age-groups, females out-
rumber males. Differences betweern the rumber of males and the rumber of
forales range from two at the minimum in age-groups 10-19 and 60-69, to
seven at the maximum in age-group 30-39., In percentage this will mean
that this difference is between 1.3% and 4.5% for any age-group, a dif-

ference which is not too considerabdble.

Aga-vise, the rumber of people in the various age-groups range greatly,
from as few as 4 at one end of the scale (age-group 60-69) to as many as

59 at the othor end of the scale (age-group 0-9). This will give a hefty
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Figure 3.1 Kampuchean residents at SOPIC by age and sex groups

Table 3.3 Types of Families

Types of families No, of units %
Complete nuclear 20 66,6
Incomplete nuclear 3 10.0
NMuclear with related persons - 6.7
Extended 3 10.0
Other-types 2 6.7
Total 30 100.0

Source : Interview Schedule

In 19 out of the 20 families, the children were born out of the union of
the man and his present spousc, In the twentieth family the man and his
present wife did not have any children from their own marriage but both

had unmarried children from their respective previous marriages living

with them here.
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Table 3.3 Types of Families

Types of families No, of units %
Complete nuclear 20 66,6
Incomplete ruclear 3 10,0
Nuclear with related persons 2 6.7
Extended 3 10.0
Other- types 2 6.7
Total 30 100,0

Source : Interview Schedule

In 19 out of the 20 families, the children were born out of the union of

the man and his present spousc, In the twentieth family the man and his

present wife did not have any children from their own marriage but both

had unmarried children from their respective previous marriages living

with them here.






Where fumily wizo was concornet, the range was fron 2 to 11 sersors
per family. Thera wers 6.5 persons in the median family and 5.2 persons
(= l‘gg—m) in the average family. From Table 3.4, there are 2 fa-
milies with more than 8 members; and 11 families - 36.7% - with more than
> wembers. Families with more than 4 members, howaever, account for 63.4%,
@ hefty 26.7% increase. This reaffirms the fact that the most ponular

family size is between 5 and 6 members.

Table 3.4 Family Size

Family Size ?No. of families %
2 | 4 13,3
3 | 4 13.3
4 3 ll 10,0
] 5 | 8 | 26.7|
i 6 | 2 I 6.7 1
7 | 5 16.7
8 | 2 6.7| Y36.70 b 63,4
9 1 3.3
10 - -
1 1 53| -
| __Total 30 100,0
Source : Interview Schedule

3,2.3 Housing

The labour lines for SOPIC labourers consist of four rows of houses.
The first two rowa (ca'!lpd row A and rov B respectively) have four house-
blocks ench while the third row m:d’ the fourth row (called row C and row
D respectively) have six house-blocks each., In addition, there are four

more house-blooks 4 t\ated aoross the top of rows A and B, Hach house-block






~30-~

ﬁ;_"r_:_:tﬁ'r:l.eh "f.? Houses for the labourers at SOPIC

Pho tograph 5.3 Uome greens planted by one of the families




hovwever, to pinpoint the rumber of housas allocated to contract workers,
and the pumber allocated to estate-enployed labourers as there were a
mmber of families staying in the labour lines wiere one or scme of its
members were employed by the estate while arother or the rest of its wor-
king menbers were contract workers., But as a general guideline, contract
workers and their families stayed in houses in rcws C and D while the rest
of the houses in the SOPIC labour lines were occupied hy estste-2mployed

labourers and their families.

For the Kampuchearns, even though they formed 30 families, they occupied
only 29 units (two families hzd to share one house) due to the lack of

houses, out of the 46 available for occupancy by EOPIC labourers.

232.4 Occupation

Working in the estate as labourers for cash wages was the major eco-
nomic pursuit of the Kampucheans. Out of the 155 Kampucheans, 57 or %6.8%
were employed either as ordinary estate labourers or as ordimary contract
labourers. This excludes one working as a mardore, ard arother working as

& contractor.

There are some miin differences betweor estate-erpnloyed workers which
includes mandores, and contract workers. For estate-employed workers,
officially the minimum working oge is 16 years while 55 is thas rotirins age.
™e management wan noted to obmervethe rule on the minisum wvorkirg ape,

but yald that thoy are more relaxed over the retiring age rule - workers

over 55 years of age who feel that they are mtill capable of working are






vworkers are not fixed-rated for a certain type of job but are vaid accor-
ding to their productivity. This will mean that in a job like, say,
harvesting, workers are paid according to the number and size of fruit
bunches picked, and not by the number of days it takes to finish the job.
Working hours as such, are mot fixed but depend on the worker's initiative.
A8 can be expected, this will induce the workers to work harder and longer
at their jobs than their estate-employed counterparts, of ten from early
morning until lafe evening when the failing light forces them to stop, so
a8 to earn more money. 'There are of course, no such benefits as paid holi-
days or paid sick leave. It w+e notsd at the time of this study that coa-
tract workers were freely taken in without any regard to the minimum age
linit of 16 followed by the estate management. Four contract workers under

the age of 16 were taken in, out of which the youngest was only 12 years old.

Apart from those working as labourers in the estats (this ircludes the
mandore and the contractor), no other Kampuchean residents were rocorded
as holding a regular job, whether inside or outaside the estate. Thus onmly
59 persons (57 ordimary labourers, contract and estate-enployed, + 1 mandore
+ 1 contractor) or 38.1% of the Kampucheans were engaged in major economic
activities, Ome of the 59 labourers was also engaged by the manugement to
act as an 'ustaz' or Moslem religious teacher, for the estate. For this
he was given a m nthly salary which was in addition to the wages he received
a8 a labourer. OUne Kampuchean family ran a sundry shop from their home in
the labour lines. The family had soms wembers working as labourers in the
fstate whichwaa the reason why they were able to secure a labour line in

tha satate in the first place.
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Table 4.3 language Proficiepcy of Kampucheay respondents. .

La £ __Speaking KReading Writing
No. l % No. * No. %
I_ T
Khmer 30 100,0 25 B3.3 24 80.0:
Bahasa Malaysia 24 80.0 14 |46.7 1= 43.5]
French 3 10.0 3 |10.0 5 | 10,0
Thai 4 | 13.3 2_| 6.7 2 | 6.7

Source : Interview Schedule

Newspapers and were quite ignorant of local happenings.

Most of the Kampuchean respondents said they were without much contact
Vith Malaysians outside the estate community as they were relatively iso-
lated in the estate. While there wers some who did go into the neighbouring
'1111333 or the nearby towns regularly for shopping, marketing or enter-
tainment, they were limited to those with transport to get out of the es-
tite as the nearest bus-stop is 6 miles away, while taxis are hard to come
%Y in the vicinity of the estate. Although a high percentaze, 90% of the
fe8pondentsrowned cither a motorcycle, or a car and a motorcycle, (as can be
‘een from Table 4.4) none however, ventured out of the estate for the jur-

'08es stated above more than twice a week.

Table 4.4 Transport Ownership

No. of ownership
Transport among respondents %
Fotorcycle alone 25 83,3
Hoth motorcycle and oar 2 6.7
Total 21 90,0

Source : Interview Schedule
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l"hr:»Loic;!.'e.pnl'l.4.1 The car belonging to one of the two Kampucheans
Parkad baside a makeshift garage in front of the respondent's house

Instead, there were a few families which hardly ever want out of the

4 1&‘-", some times for mwonths on end, as the estiteyas wore or less nelf-

"ff'icient where daily needs were concerned ~ the three sundry shops in
"® entatle sold an assortment of sundry goo ls, there were vendors coming
to 85411 fish and vegetables daily, and salesmen with vans also o e in
1ite regularly to sell all sorts of consumer products - although t

ices for such goods bought inside tha estate were usually much hirher

‘.

N3 they were bought in nearby towna.
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4.2 Brief Profile of the local respondents

This section hopes to show how the local people in the estate felt
about the Kampucheans. Specifically, their reactions towards the Kampu-
Cheans mainly in the areas of interpersonal interaction and work are

#xamined here.

Altogether there were eight local families living and working as la-
bourers in the estate. The reactions examined here were thoss of the heads
Of these eight local families. Three of the families were Malay while the
Other five were Indian. Seven of the family heads were male with only one
female head, a widow. The ages of the local respondents, that {s, the
local family heads, ranged from 26 to 52, Mheir length of stay in SOPIC
Tanged from 2 years to 10 years, with the avarage length of stay being

4.75 years. A1l the local respondents weres employed as ordinary labourers

by the entate,

4.2,1 Reactions towards the Kampucheans

All the eight local respondents were acked five similar gquestions.
In the first question, the respondents were asked how well they got along
Vith the Kampucheans in the estate. Four respondents (50.0%) satd that
th.y did not have any problems getting along with them. Out of the four,
{t had been noted that two of them stayed in houses in row B which faces
Tow C where the houses were all occupied by Kampucheans. These two res-
Pondents, together with their families, had been observed to be quite
friendly with the Kampucheans and to mix rather well with them. <specially

the womenfolk were friendly with each Other and could ‘e peer in the even-









&voided answering the question in one way or another al though one did
8pecifically mention that he would prefer the Kampucheans to be sent back

to their country when things were 'back to normal' again there.
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