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34,3 Mariamman

There are lot of stories to describe the origin of
F;riluuan. One states that she was wife of the Tamil poet
Tirgyalluvar. When she got small-pox, she went to ﬁouses, begaing
f°§ food and fanning herself with margosa leaves. When she
Tecovered, the people worshipped her as the goddess of small-pox,
and hung up margosa leaves over their doors to keep the small-pox
avay,”

In the role of SaktI, the conmsort of éiva,:ﬂw has +two
Personalities, one that is gentle and the other ferocious. She
A88umes a fearsome character when éivn sends her to punish certain
demons, 1In this mood, she appears as Durga or Maha Kali and has
ten arms with ten destructive weapons. If she is yellow skinned,
8he rides a tiger. If she is black-skinned, she had a lolling

t°n5ue dripping blood, with garlands of skulls and snakeas.

From a village goddess, she has grown in prominence
and it is not surprising to see temples built to remember her.

There are 35 temples dedicated to her in Kuala Lumpur.

—

5. Whitehead, Henry, Village Gods to South India (1976) p. 112.

6. Mialaret, Jean Perie, ibid,.
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kurukkal recites in his mantrams because it is in Sanskrit. This

L]
is because one may not necessarily know what the kurukkal is chanting
during pujas and wedding ceremonies. Althcugh mantrams can be still

recited in Sanskrit, but every verse should be translated.

There should also be an urgent need for the revival of
temples. People should know the role of the temples. Temples should
try to ﬁiay their major roles as the place of worship, place of
preserving culture, educational centre and soccial community centre,
Under the social community service, the well-established temples can
answer the needs of old folks or the disabled people. Fine arts,
Sculpture, traditional music and dance can be preserved by performing

them whenever a festival is celebrated.

In order to solve the problems, one should also reach into
the grassroot level. Primary students who are of Indian origin can
be taught Tamil or something about basic Hinduism during their P.0O.L.
classes. At present, they are taught civics lessons or are just
left free to themselvés whereas the Muslim students are taught
somethings about Islam. The Education Ministry, can install such a
move in a trial basis by training teachers in training colleges who
must take Hinduism as a compulsory subject. The Ministry should
realize the importance of encouraging other religions because it only
unites the multi-racial society., A verse from Rig Veda, "“only One

exist, but wise men call Him in many ways", should be heeded.











