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SYNOPSIS

This report examines the impact of outmigration on the socio-
economic structure of a rural village in West Malaysia, Kampong Parit
Changkat situated in the Sabak Bernam District of Upper Selangor. It
represents an agricultural society with a subsistence based dual economy:

(padi) rice cultivation and cocoa and coconut plantations.

Chapter One provides basic information on the location of the
village, the settlement pattern and a general over-view of the socio-economic
and political structure of the village. This is followed by an account of
the aims and objectives of the study. The third part of the chapter deals
with the type of methods used to extract data, participant observation,
interview schedules and informal interviews/conversations. Studies conducted

by social scientists were also referred to.

Chapter Two provides a detalled account of the social and economic
situation at the village level with particular emphasis on the role of the
nuclear family - the basic organizational cell. Village activities and
household roles/activities are also dealt with in detail. The values and

norms that dictate their daily lives is also examined.

Chapter Three deals with the impact of outmigration in the rural
place of origin. The consequences of outmigration on the demographic level
and the agricultural productivity, the impact of migrant remittances, the
drain of rural income to urban areas, the change in occupational structure

and the impact at the family level, are examined. A review of the change










































CHAPTER II

THE VILLAGE SITUATION: THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

BACKGROUND CF THE VILLAGE

The importance of the socio-economic background of the rural
village cannot be underestimated. If one 1s to understand and assess the
impact that an outmigration can have on the village socio-economic structure,
one has to be acquainted with the traditionally existing way of life of the
rural villagers. Thus any change in the dynamics of that fundamentally
traditional structure can be seen in correlation with the recent outmigratory
trends. This chapter also proposes to enlighten the reader on the role of
the community in general with special emphasis on the role of the nuclear
family in relation to the individuals and the wider socio-economic framework

of the village.

The Economy

Kampong Parit Changkat is an agricultural society with a subsistence
based dual economy: padi (rice) cultivation and coconut and cocoa plantations.
The land is the primary source of livelihood. Every villager owns a plot of
land, be it freehold land or leasehold land. The poorest own at least an
acre which the richer ones own anywhere from five to ten acres. The average
family usually never aspires beyond the 3 acre zone. Of this amount, 2 acres

normally constitute padi land while the remaining acre makes up the kebun.






work as hired labour on their neighbour's fields. Each person can earn as

much as M$200/= per seasone.

Besides cultivating the fields, fishing in the parit (canals)
is also a common activity. This is usually done by the head of the household
but is not strictly his role as women have also been seen fishing. Sometimes
the £ish are caught for sale but usually it is for family consumption.
Catfish (ikan keli) and lobotes (ikan sepat) are the common varieties that
are caught. The ikan sepat is sometimes dried and salted and sold to the
Chinese middlemen. The local children also enjoy fishing but for them it

is but a past-time.

The other major agricultural activity which provides a regular
income for the villagers is the cultivation of coconut palms and cocoa plants.
It is a widespread activity and every family has its own "kebun" (mini
plantation), where cocoa and coconut trees abound. Coconut cultivation
represents a traditional agricultural activity. Cocoa on the other hand
is a new activity encouraged by the Government in its promotion of crop
diversification. Being a crop/plant with which the villagers are unfamiliar
with, it has resulted in neglect of the crop and hence a low yield is not

surprising. The coconut palms on the other hand are a more fruitful crop.

Harvesting of the fruits is usually done once in two to three
months. Traditionally, the head of the family did the plucking of the nuts
while his wife and children helped in unhusking, splitting and removing of
the flesh from the shells. Later the shells are burned and used as charcoal,

while the kernel is smoked, dried and packed into sacka for sale. BDut today,
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At the household level, we find that electricity is available to
everyone but some families have yet to take advantage of this amenity as
they are unable to afford the cost of the wiring and light fixtures. Piped
water facilities are also available but it has been suspected that the water
is but purified "parit" water. That could account for why the locals do not
drink the piped water. Rather, they collect rain water which runs off the

zinc roof, and this is boiled before consumption.

The villagers start the day at the crack of dawn. This is necessary
because they have to finish tending the rice fields before the sun becomes
toco hot to work. All the villagers consume three meals a day - breakfast,
lunch and dinner. Breakfast is usually served around seven a.m. The meal
usually comprises of Malay cakes (kuih) or fried bananas and sweet potatoes.,
Lunch is at midday and it comprises a balanced meal of rice, fish and a
vegetable dish. Beans and gourds are the common vegetables eaten and the
only leafy vegetables consumed comes in the form of tapioca leaves and water
convulvulus. One unique dish associated with the villagers is "Ulam" where
raw vegetables like tapioca leaves, long beans, etc. are consumed with the
accompaniment of a chillie padi paste. The meals are usually rounded off

with fruits from the garden.

The final meal of the day is dinner which normally resembles the
midday meal. Beverages are usually drunk early in the morning. A unique
peculiarity of the villagers is that all beverages are drunk without the
addition of ﬁilk. Rose-flavoured tea tops their 1list of favourite beverages.
Meat, on the other hand, is a luxury item. It {s hardly even consumed except

on feast days, weddings, feastivals and other ritual celebrations such as
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education, no longer reside at the village. In view of this recent trend,
one is not much surprised to find that the remaining members of the village

comprised of the uneducated and those who have attained a primary level of

education.
Table 2.1
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
:guzgiT:i Std. 1-3  Std. 4-6  Secondary Tertlary
Age Category M P M » i . o - . 7
60+ 3 1 1
55 - 59 2 1
50 - 54 3 5 1
45 - 49 5 2
40 - 44 > 1 1 1
35 - 39 1 1
30 - 34 1 3 5 4 1
25 - 29 2 g 7 4 4
20 - 24 5 5 9 - 5
15 - 19 2 7 19
10 - 14 3 4 E 4
5- 9 1 3 9 1
1- 4 6
Below i 1
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percapita income of the family, thus allowing for better living conditions.

Migrant cash remittances are spent in various ways. More often
than not it supplements daily expenses on food and groceries. Sometimes,
the money is spent on household ware (like a certain pyrex/glass dish maybe
which the mother had been eyeing for some time) or even to buy household

linen, furnishings and individual apparel.

On festive seasons such as Hari Raya, the amount spent on these
items are significantly more as remittances from migrants during festive
times increases correspondingly. I1t's only logical then ta assume that the
more money coming into the house, the greater the powers of spending, be it
on food, clothes or otherwise. This could result in a significant rise in
living standards of the stayers. But one must bear in mind that such
remittance generating effects can be counteracted by the fact that with the
migration of youthful members, the stayers are forced to hire more labour,
which means a reduction in total income. But such a case need apply to only

a few households. As such, the general impact of remittances is still

significant in the case of most families.

Besides spending migrant cash remittances on food and clothing,
another vital avenue for channeling such resources lies in the educational
field. PMost households use such remittances to pay for the children's
education. The money is used to buy school books and to pay for travelling
expenses to and from school. The impact of remittances then can be seen in
the light of increased educational opportunities for the remaining members

of the family. In the long run this could further stimulate migration because
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In conclusion then one will not be far wrong in saying that the
outmigration of rural villagers has had a perceptible effect on the socio-
economic structure of the village. The fact that the study was a cross-
sectional one means that we have only managed to deal with the individual
consequences of migration in the short run. To obtain a morewholistic picture
of the situation, the effects of outmigration should be considered in its

totality in a preferably longitudinal study.

















