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Kajian ini adalah mengenai komuniti Portupuese Lurasian
yang Lerdapat di Portupuese Lettlement, lelaka. Tujuan utama
kajian ini ialah untuk memberi suatu gambaran yang lebih
terperinei dan jelas mengenai kehidupan komuniti Portuguese
Burasisn ini - iaitu denpan melihat kepada perubahan-perubahan
yanp telah berlaku di dalam aspek-aspek sosial, ekonomi dan
palitik komuniti ini.

Bab 1 meliputi tujuan, metode dan masalah-masalah yang
“ihadapi serta langkah-langkah yang telah diambil untuk
untuk menpatasi masalah-masalah ini. Bab 2 meneliti sejarah
perkembangan komuniti ini sehingga masa kini sementara Bab 3
ndalah mengenai pewarisan sosial dan budnya orang-orang
Portuguese Eurasian. Penumpuan didalam bab ini ialah setakat
manakah pewarisan csosial dan budaya ini masih dapat dipgunakan
sebapai suatu asas identiti bagi komuniti ini. Bab 4 adalah
menrenail perhubungan sosial iaitu perhubungan intra dan inter.
Didalam perbincangan mengenai perhubungan intra komuniti,
penumpuannyn adalah terhadap soalan 'solidarity' yang ujud
di“alam masyarakat ini. lanya juga meliputi perhubungan di
antara Porturuese Eurasian yang terdapat dilPortupguese Settle-
ment dengan lesin-lain orang Portuguese Eurasian yang terdapat
di Melaka. Didalam sekysen perhubungan inter komuniti pula,
perbincangan menumpukan kepada soalan setakat manakah komuniti

Portupuese Eurasian ini terbuka kepada perubahan. Bab 5 pula

memhinena gknn beberapa masalah-masalah dan perubahan -

perubshan yang telah berlaku didalam komuniti ini dan Bab 6
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entry is given a subsidy of ijl0/- for the decorations,

Commercialisation of ihe Festa is a feature that nave
slowly boen develoved over the recent yeara., 'There has been a
gradual increase in thoe number of commercial firms particinating
in the three days lesta sach year, ''he leasing out of stalls
wnich had the originnl objectives of raising funds to cover the
expenditure incurred during the orpganisation of the Festa have
becn manipulated by these commercial rirms into prof'it - making
ventures,

The iesta de San ledro is alill an important feast for the
Portuguese lurasians lor though the number of fishermen have
decrecased , many of them still cherish the memories of the
atrussles of their ancestors who had traditionally beeon fishermen,
‘his feasl is also ol relegious sgipgnificance to the lortupuese
“urasiana becnauso it honours ono of the sipgnificant iI'ipures
in their Catholic bellef - St, lPoter,

c. Antrudu

Intrudu is celebrated on the Junday proceding Ash Wednosday.,
Intrucu sipnifics tho h st day of morriment belore the
comiencement of Lent boginning on Ash dednosday and ending at
aster.

Un this day, the rortwmmese Hurasinnn would coelebrate by
poing about dressed in fancy attire and splashing watcer at
wioever tuey moeot, oven tuose at heme are not spared, In Lhe
afternoon the nen would dross as ladies and vice-versa and would
70 I'rom house to house solling cookles or calies, These calkes

are usually sold at a higher nrice bubt Lhe veoonle of this
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have been eroded by the social changes in the last 10 - 15
vears, For oxample the Intrudu which was celebrated bocause
of the coming of Lent 1s no longer celebrated today, This
shows that the religious significance of this tradition

has been lost,

festa de San Podro is a more significant example, The
fact that majority of the settlers are no longer fishermen
moeans that the feast can no longer be celecbrated and appreciatec
the way it used to be,

However, Catholicism still holds much significance for
the identification of the Portupuese kurasians because people
that embrace other religions particularly the Islamic faith
( even though they are very rare ) aro often ridlculed and
shunned, Religion by itself can no longer be usod as an
Xclusive means for establishing othnic identity, This is
because the Cathollc faith is also sharod by bolievers of

other races particularly the Chinese and Indians,

C. Somo_of the othor social tralts and practices

There are a fow othoer social traits and practices of this
heritage that can be viewed upon as an impressive part of the
culture of this community. The social traits and practices
are manifested through the local cultural dances and songs
of this community. This part of the culture have evolved
through the blending of the artistic culture of tho indigenous
people with the exotic culture of Portugal, for example the

song 'Jinglklie Nona' has always been linked with the Porturuese



surasians in lialacca while the ' koroncong ' originaced from
the Cristang ( Portupguese Burasians ) living in Java, Indonesia
who were once from Malacca, 1 will now discuss two important
practices of this aspect of culture.

i, liata Cantiga

Mata Cantiga is a traditional part of weddings, parties
and other celebrations, Mata Cantiga is the singing of rhyming
verses by a duo, usually a man and a woman, It is sung in turns,
ono verse at a time, Zach verse must be responded by a counter
verse by the opronent, The Mata Cantiga ends when there is no
moro rosponse or countcr verse,

The liata Cantiga 1s an intersting and witty form of
ontertainment, 1t calls for quick-thinking from the participants
and at the same time tho response which is usually amusing
captures the attontion of the audionces,

Todny, the Hata Cantija is no longer a traditional part of
socinl satherings and it somohow seemed to have lost its signifi
cance, ven if thls activity was part of a social gathering, it
would be mainly participated by the older folks, This is partly
due to the inability of the youngor pgenoration to communicate
fluently in Cristang. Thorefore activities at social patherings
have talten other rorms of expressions particularly that of the
Western culture such as disco dancing,

11, Dranyo
The Branyo is a folk dance equilavent to that of the Malay

longpeng and is a traditional part of birtuday parties,weddings,



encarements and other celebrations., Much of the fun from this
traditional form of entertainment is derived from singers
whose clever extempore verse-compositions make the Branyo a
clagsic example of their talent and inherent love for music
and singing.

Today, these lively and impressive Portuguese dances are
no lungegZigpreciated by this community but also by the genera
public., They are often porformed at public entertainment shows
functions, Government garden parties and Pestas in the State
and ederation,

There is a Portuguesgse dance troupe that exiast in the
community today under the suporvialon of lir, Noel Felix, This
dance troupec conaists of Interested youthsa in the Settloment
who are keon on doveloping thelr talents in this area, This
danco troupe has also thoir own band of musicians and each
dance that is porformed tells a story,

Thoe Mata Cantipga and Dranyo are two interoasting foms
of entertainment which have boon inherited from their ancestor
four and a half conturiocs ago., ‘he Mata Cantipga which was
once a popular and important part of their cultural entertainn
have now ceased Lo roflect any sipgnificance to the present
ponoration of this community, Instead it has been replaced
with the more modern forms of entertainment, With the fading ¢
entertainnent, a feature of the Portuguese Lurazian cultural
identity is lost., On the othor hand, the Branyo which has
survived due (o the intorest and initiative of the dance trou

instructor is still able to rotain its identity as part of thi
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The neoopl are also slouly changing thelir attitude towards
life in the scttlement and are loc.ing outuaraly in the

quest for a better life = esnecially where job opportunitics
are concerned, Mishing no longer provides amnmle opportunities
for economic dcpoendency, in terms ol food and monetary returns
to feed the family, Today, many of tue Fortuucse surasians
have to seclk jobs outside the settlementl waich provide

a more stable source of' income,

the general nolitical attitudes of Lhis comuunity have
also undeprpone chinge and thia can be soon tarough the pecent
renoral elections hela in April 19dd,

Since the 1909y poeneral elections until the pocont
elections, the lortupieso Setillemont has of'ten bo'n conaldored
as one of the strongholda of tho Democratic Action Party (D.ALP).,
The candidate from this party and who wns also tho 8tate
Asgemblyman for Banda Hilir (Banda Hilir, Ujong Pasir and
ortumicse Sotll ment form one conalituency) for the last throee
terms was Mr, Benard Santa Macin, a rortugucse Gurasinn from
Praya Lane,

Althoush the rortupguese turasians form only atout J,e of
the toial numboer of voters in tuis community, it has of'ten been
believed thnat the success of My, sernard S3anta Havia in che
past Lhree t rms is largely due to tl'e Foriuruese wur .ainn
voloras, lhe eotent to waich this statement is true is largely
geb ' table,

Hogover, 11 counot be deonled in the 1969 and 17l
elections, a majority of the roruujuese surasians were {'irm

supporters of wr, Janto Maria and one of the wain indicaticns
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mothorland lortugal, Yoday, although thero are still foreipn
( Fortupuese ) priestsin 3t, Pctoré, this criterion no longer
holds much importance for the Portuguese surasinang of whom
many are now parishioners of the Jt. francis Xavier Church
and where tho composition of the different racial groups

( ie, the Chinese and the Indians ) 15 niore balanced,

The gradual disintepgration of' the PYorturuese surasian
comiunity has been basically the result of changes at the
national level, This slow process of changes in the pattern
of rolationships within the community and with membors of the
other racial groups scom inevtable in a community 1like
Malaysla, If maintaining ethnic identity and conacliouanoss
means the lsolation from other com unlties, this would go
contrary to the national aapirntions of creating a renerally
inteprated nation, The tide of seciety la such that it is
difficult for minoritiecs to maintain thelir complete identity,

The changse in political attitudes scoma to bo an implica-
tion of the ' unconscious ' loas of comion identity as a result
of political options, In the paat tho Portujuecse Lurasians
have often looked upon Mr, dornard Santa liaria, a person of
the same ethnic origins to champion their course, But time
has clearly shown that Mr, Santa Maria have not been effective
in looking into the well-being of this community, Therefore,
the trusl and confidence of the Porturguese surasians have

beon Lranaferred to Mr,tian Boon Leong , a member of the Barisan
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Hasional, who had been constantly contributing to the community
despite losing to Ilir, Santa linria for the last 3 terms,
llowever, it must be admitted that to a ccrinin extent this
change of political attitude in the 1942 elections have been
onhanced throurh the allocation of funds by the Federal
Governmant for the further development of this community,
Whether or not this allocation of funds was part of the
povernment's vote-buying stratogy or whether it was given out
of ;enuine interest towards the dovelopment of the community,
1t como at the correct time to tip the balance and to reassure
the communlty that the government would be more capable of
roaponding to thelir noeds through the olecltlion of their
ropresentatives,

llowover on Lhe whole tue changoe of politieal attitude
can be seen as an unconscious losa of comion ldenltlity becauso
no longor oan this lortupguese turasian comnunity look upon
a person of their ethnic oripin for leaderaship,

The " onenness to change " ls another important feature
among the Yortupuese burasians, Compared to the more dominant
groups - exnample the Chinese and the Indiana - the Portupucse
Lurasinns have taken change in a very positive manner, Despite
thelir minority staius, the Portuyuese =urasians have not been
afraid or hesitant in chansing their values and attitudes
such as Lowards volitics, marriage, occupation, education etec,

80 as Lo propgress and be more interraled with the lalaysian
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I'or example, the fisnermen in the Settlement finds it easier
to communicate with poople of similar socio-economic standings
though thoy are of different races than the other Portuguese
suranians who form the unoer class of this community. ''herefore,
wiaat more of the situation in the national context whereby
people are only able to identify with those of similar socio-
ecconomic statua, This hns resulted in a very subtle pgrowth
of disnarity between the different soclo-economic grouns and if
no effoctive efforts are being made to bridge this gap between
tho different classes, then the hopes and aspirations of
creating national uniiy among the different races can never
be realisod,

This feature of the Portusuese surnsian community ean be
seon as a rel'lection of trends thal 1s also provalent among
the other races - ie, a certain portion of them being able to
improve their lifo while othera have remained in the same
situation, T'his railses the quostion of whothor tho New keconomie
Policy in ita efforta to eradicate povorty and roasbtruecture
goclety has in fact de-emphasised poverty elimination and

increase income and wealth disparity.
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