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SCHATTER Y
1. LETRODUCIION

MthomMmﬂuaoohlorgmluMofthoJM
umuo.ammmmwnnmmumumm.xw
Basically,it tries to give detail descriptiom of the social and cul tural
life of this particular tribe.

Much has been written about the Malaysian Orang Asli in the foms
of books,nonographs,and articles by anthropologists and other writers.These
studies were aimed at exposing various aspects of Orang Asli life and I can
say that they were often of cxcellent gquality.loweveryno specific study of
Jahai Negrito social organisation exists,Thus my eport can be taken xm both
as the continuation of the previous writings with more up-to-date imformae
timmduanwdu&ipﬁmormparummm(theh&:d)uuh
emphadis on the marriage and kinship systoms.

In doing this report, I have two aims in mind,Firstly it is alned
at fulfilling the requiresent of the Depatnent of Anthropology @ad Socio-
logy, University of Malaya as one ol the conditions fox acheiving the Bacho-
lor of Arts ( Homs. ) Degree, and secondly; this report will hopefully be
Ww‘wmmtwmoduhoollmwhﬂomumnd
suggestions® in carrying development and modernization projects on this pare
ticular Orang Asli groupe.

Finally,since this group of indigenous people are under the direct
patronage of JHEDA, this report may be wsefull to the JHEDA in assessing
their own succeses and failures in the development W.Mohththmo
launched on this particular groupe



24JLTHODOLOGY
This study is based on imfomation collected by obseFiabion and

infornal interviews,The field work was carried cut at Sungai Rual for a po-
riod of one month starting from 1041976 t0 1145.19764 A prelininaxy iive
day study had been made in August, 1575«

During the period of study eur team stayed at the JHEOA rest
mmmmm1m.mmmmmumwmmmmh
leoted during the day time omly for aiter daxk,even the Jahal them-elves wewe
forbidden from wandering around the campe

AB I Went along making iriend with the Jabai,I put forward my
questions whenver there vas an opportunity.The questions were asied in Bahae
sa Malayeia with the degree of undersiending o almost 100jeuhencver we were
Mmammummmmmmmwm
peckles as wodels in breaking the deadlocke

In selecting respondents, no systemaitic sampling plan was fole
lowedMy respondents were everybody in the setilement,irwespective o. theiw
age and sex,Howeversnost of my respondents were males because the Icmale Ja-
hai were havd to be approached due to their siyness and the males too were
disturbed if thoe women talked to outsidexse

2. ZRSEARGH PRODLINS
Throughout the study, it took soue time for me to adjust myself

towards the living conditions in the settlement.That wes not the main problem
in my stpdy however,The most difficult problem that I encowitered was the
problem of winning the hoarts of the Jahai so as to b: acecpted by theme
This was my prime concexn in approaching the Jahal oI was so concerned abgut
this matter because I was fully aware that the Jahai were the tribe most re-
cently oxposed to the modern worldy,thus their traditional charecteristics



thod of interviewing without prepared schedules for I feared that the forw
mlmethndmldf:i@tmdtben.‘moyhswmteduthmwtm
tothefomdmthodoftheothermm

Gmmlh.&emmui’mt@:himmmmtm
uedtmmrmttonothm?omthemmtyofvdatc.x
always agiced the same Queation to several difforent regpondeutge
m:wmmmum.mummmmmmm
cation Mw.uandwmapmdmu.afmuth thaironexalumtm.
Thauttplduﬂmnumfalttohwomhﬂmuonthammotv
mmhmmt.mmdmhymmmtwvmm
diffexent situation,

nwmwmwmumummnmmmw
the autheryexisting facte about the Jahai prosented by previcus writers awe
included here.This is done with the intention of providing a conparative
views of the Jahai,The iteus .mothummdubotlknuth
hﬂ.l‘orundantwnsthem:t JahaleAnd from this method of Presene
tationtoollmpenwmaderamlhelbhtomnputhum of the
dom'ox‘miawm“mtthonhwommuMathh
tine period,
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The Jahai population discussed in this report are residing in
a resettlement established by JHEOA in 1972 with the sole purpose of ro-
grouping into one location the whole population of the once nomadic Jahai
from the jungles at the north-eastern part of Malaysian Peninsulax,This ree
sottlement is situated at the eastoxm part of Xelantan State,not vexy faxr
away from the border of the State of Perak, and only a fow niles away from
the Thai boxder to the north, ( See map no.2 ).

This sottlement is known as Sungai Pual Hesettlement, and the
name is ater the name of @ &mall Lut panoremic macuntain streaz that flows
through the site.JHEOA coded this settlement as Sungai Fual Post.

This settlenent together with settlements fox other Orang
Asli tribes through put the countr§y s were set up with the main objective
of containing such people so as to make it casier end more eflective for the
mmtmmmtu'.nwmmmmmtmm
the Orang Asli,This objective is in fact have become the govemment policy
towards the Orang Asli since independencoe

The geveruent concexn over the affairs of the Orany Asli life
can be seen ctearly when a new Act was passed by the Parliament,This act
is rerfered to as The Aboriginal Peoples' Act where all the rights and
privileges of the Orang Asli are stated.ind this Act too recognises the
Orang Asli as Dumiputras, The goverment have @pent well over §7.38 million
dollm&u!nethomwlﬂnthstmdedmnn;rhﬂs)m
financing development projects for the Orang uu.,

1.The Second Malaysia Plan,uovement Printers,K.L.p.118

4
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The Sungal Rual Post covers an area of about 62 acress

Approxinately 4 acres is used for dwelling sites and the xest for plane
tation or the "ladaug"eThe placteion area is being fully exploited for both
subcistence and cash cropseRubber is the mein cash exop and is planted on
mtmotmmtmuusmmhmmm.
socomut,durimn, ranbutan,neise,nanicca,ausar cane and many other tropical exo;
for daily consumption are planted intexmingled with each other on the rest
of the ladang.

Je1 Zhe Duelling Siteg

Thore are 42 houses and huts at the camp Wt cmly 29 of them
are precently oocupied.The bonees are or the population of about 230 as e
estinated by JNNOA. The otyle of sose houses is that of the Nalaysswhich
are of course construocted with technical end material aid fron JHEOA.Wild
banboo is the most important Wilding material as it is used for the walls
and floorssThe stilts arv ‘rom hard trecs ‘ound around the canp end the Poof
moranomommuo%wuummmnwumuu
oamo sinple fom Gesortbed by Fohobeata ficty years agde,

mduthchmn”ot he Jalalthere are other buildings b
W‘Wmﬂwmh‘hoif the villagerdehbout @ bundred yards weet
ﬁmmmuuu.@mmwmw
mmoxmsomuméumomnummzuwam
food store where the zatlons for the school chi.dren is kefte it is
dmrumnmwmoémmlm

Woﬁ University rress

{
19135061950 ?
5
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Five yurds east of the store house is e cmall rest house or visitorse
The rest house i3 where we steyed during much of our Xosearche

80 yards east ol thesc three houses and closer to the main
dwelling site is a medical clinic which io aleo as the communication room.
The medical assistant whose house is 10 yaxrds behind this clinic is rese
MﬂcfnhﬁﬁﬂuWthﬁdM“&n&uW&n&
JiliOA mescages through & battezy-povered radice

mmmmu‘mmuuuxmtnw
landeivon Jeli,the nearest Malay townya timber track rums in siz wiles to
the settlenent and finally ends up at a logging site thyee move miles
cast of this sottlemcut.This is the track that links the vsettlementwith
the outside world and is the only nomal route for visitors.There are ale
nost a dosen river crossings with slippery rocky beds and almost the same
mumber of stoep hills must be clinbed,

A visitor can sometimes hitch o ride on one of the timber | .
lorries that plying from Jeli to the logging site.ut the sight of a timder
loxzy pasuing thruogh thiz settlement 4s quite a »arv occasion for the
mommmmuwmcsmmmwm
définitely stop thenoperation for the hill slopes that the lorries have to
‘scale up get vexy slippery and may endanger the 1ife of the loggers txuvele
llngantbmtoramto.namn-utmhnnghm
fasbern lousoon in the months of August to December,

Howeverythe condition of the tiaber treck wes much better
in April 1976 than 1t wes duving the first trlp thet I have made in September
1975«The track at that time appeaved to be the resains of a tradk bullt
yuuw.@y!n?&hm!ﬂGmthw::ww&-m”
mm&nMwﬂmmmmMmfme



to this settleuent nnd back thoush on feot takes & shorter time than it 4id
at the time of my firet visit thereeind the tzack too is now passable for
Land ‘overse

Ouos & monthy o WMAP nolicopler will visi$ the camp bringing
the *flying doctor! for moutine noathly vialteihe doctor will mave his mound
visiting ell Orang 281l cottlemests starting from JUROA hospital at Combek,
‘uale Lumpured holicoptor can also be suusoned by conteeting the hoadquoriers
with the madio ab the olinie vinmever there is a sericuc case of Illness,
The samc mesms of transfortation is sometines used whwn JHICA is conding
food xations to the settlement but more often the rations will dro;ped from
" a WIAP Caribou plane, /



fhe Jahai negxdtos sxe clessified ss belng one of the gborie
ginal pooples of Nalaysiseiccoxding to the Matinal Musum of Malaysia,the

present aboriginel peoples in Malaysla are the remmantis of the earlisrst
settlers that had nigmated down the Peninisula froa Contral ASiazirachaoe

logical evidence shows that thelr ancestors were already here some 10,000
YOars agoe

Tntil a fow years back,the tems “aborigine® and"primitive"
wvere uged in referring them,fut after realicing the facts and the real nae
ture of the so-called people ,the texm "Orang Asli"™ wacs used which carries
_ th meaning of “the original people®.Tne tems “aborigine™ and “yritive®
. wexe fell to have certain prejorative connotations and thms had unfavourable
socdal and political implivations,The Lexm “"sakali™that the Malay onoe used
in referring to these ppedples was also rejected for it means alaves and
the Gxang Asl oo Aid not favour tue temsy At pEecentytue tem "Omng
Asli" iz being widely used and the Ozang Aell themselves do not show any
sign of objection to a such toxu of reierence.

'mamtmtomaonthcuungmxm'ummh.
in the year 1969 by JUi0A and it estimetes that they mumber almost 53,000
They are found soattex? sll over the countzy exospt in the states of Peneng
~ and Perlis,, Tot all Omag Asli can be regarded as jungle dwellers for taere

R -

3418 andar Cavey,0mng Agll, 0xford University Prossytl,1976,pe3
4o Carayeibldep,10



are quite a mmbder of thmthuaauvzwmmumtaummcmu
mmmmmatmmmtofmwmmmgurw

Genstically and culturally,the total population of the 0 ang Asli
‘s divided ints 3 mtquWWNw.mwm
mwmmmmmmmmmaamuma
the Orang Asli classification snd population distritution,pdfase refer to nap
noe1 and table noets |

TADLE 1

“tate aegritos Senod froto=-ialays Yotal
Todah 100 - - 100
rorak 900 15,600 - 14§700
“elantan 650 4200 - 49750
Trenggam 20 180 - 200
“ehang 150 9,000 109350 19,500
“elangor - 1,270 3,290 4,560
ieSeabilan - - 3,120 3,120
Tolaka - - 400 400
Johox - - 34670 34670
notal 1,820 30,570 2063 53,000




B NG

Before proceeding to deseride the Jahsi in particaluxylor better
- undestanding 4t will o worthwiiile to deserile briefly the distribution
and tribal diviecions of the Salaysian negbitos,

e vegrito poulation iz centralized at the northem part of the

“alaysian Peninmla,speci ically in the “tates of ;cadﬁ.m.hhmg.

~ "elantan and some jarts of Perak.Acfew segritos are also found in the jungles
in fouthemn Mhnd.s Apart from the Jahai,other Kegrito tribdal groups are
the Tensiuy¥intak,lanch,Ménixik and Batek,

The moet current figure of the Hegrito population snd distriiutions
ean be seen in this following tadle,

rensy 1937, pe 9

TeCarey,ibidepe3)



The Vegritos are believed by some ethnclogisis to be the eaxliest
nigrents into this counityy and may be aikin fo the dwaxl in the indanan Ig-
lands,Pagum  New Cuinea, the Aete of The Failipines and aloo to the Kulusy
am&eh&bcmamm&ma

I% is strongly believed that the FNegriltos are the only tribe in
falayeis with their osatural and treditionel charsoterisilic siill intact.Thls
I beliove is due to the lack of contact with other settiamey,iumely Wie Naw
lays and the Chinese though Ivans stated that tho Negritos usually bulld
mummummumuotmm“, This lact of contact
with other cthnio groups makos them slow in essinilating theuselves into
the 1% atyle of the other *wodern® groupse

The Zegridds originally are jungle nomeds with mnting and gatde”
ring are their two main coondnic activitiessind o course their scolel otruce

ture is influenced by this type of living as ave thelr syeies of beliof,

The Hegritos today ave wosily, if not totally,di’ermt ‘yom
what the provious writinge had described, They save undergene scolal ohanges
through time and the speed of such changes has boan ‘astor since they weve
put under the direct protection of the Malaselan Govements Aad for the case
of the Jabai, they %00 are showing interesting prospects of hocouing a fully
developed ethnie group in Melayels it ke near fuluve,

8. The National Musuem of lMalysia, the Orang Asli section

"
9,Bvans, ibid, p. 10



The Jahad are cne of the tribal divisions o the Negritose
They sbare nany cultural charecteristics witn other Negrito tribes.

The Jabal et Sungai Mual ave the most mocemtly to be brought
under dlzect gowement contyol.Howevez, attanpts »ijto coax them into accep
tmmmzmmzmmmm-amuum
mmmm.mmmmw.
for this tasic, only in 1972 bowever, was the attempts eucoesful.

The Jahal settlers, along with a fow Mendrik and Teslaw,
MMMWMMWQMI&MW
Tongow, Ayer Lanas, lerdang snd a few other places. Interestingly, there
mnm:‘meﬂ&oMthnM
mmzuwmuzumm-mmmam
omape

JHTOA ostimates that the Janal opulation at nungal Mual
consict of 290 individualas, "his figure is an overestimate, hovever, Mze
Alberd G, Comes and I culculate on the basls of & caveful census that the
muum“mmmmmhmmm
cobaiderab e double=countinge
31 Jinuistics

The ‘ehal gpomks @ lavgely mono-syllabic language of the
ome Khmer fanilye The langua e howewer has borrowed sany woxds from “alaye
“or axample, when I did the test for coloureynone of the six colours shown
to thom has it's nawe in Jehal. The nazes of the oclours are all Malay worrise
oot Jabal also speak: excsllent Malaye And surprisingly, soue Inglish wordds
have found an accepted place in the Jahal wocabulary, Womds such ao " alve
drop”,"eotinate”, " maticn ", " stralght ", » project " and nauy otheis can
be heard in the » dally communication, whdch is of couree otherwise in Jabal,



mmmammm'wmwm
Mawmmwuvmwuwuwmum

erib the Jahai®
S a;'mmmmmmuumum

'Mmmmmxuuwmummmm‘wm
most round heads ", And for a more detailed description, I goute Schebes-
tas

", cecees thay are sguat and illeproportioned with powerw
full and short dodies on long legs. The shoulders are broad while the ams
are Jong, the hands being Will fommed, Beaxds are extremely weak with no
hair on the ehest. The hair is either wooly o: curls in fine spirrale,.
A childish facial expression is not uncommone The forehead is usually vere
tical, though lowe The nose is vexy brvad and triangular in shope with deep
hpm.tthcmt.mwmmmduhopndthtbom-cfc
reddisli-yellow colour, The face is sometimes rounded in fomm, 1t's lower
Mummmummmummmm-"

The majority of Yahal at Sungai Pual lock the way
Schebesta deseribed them but there a fow exceptional individualsed few
aen have height well above the aversmge for they stand al the height well
over 5' 6", There are women t00 who ave not " short and ill-proportioned”.
Some individuals ave found to be with light browm skin coloureThough the
najority of them having wooly and black hair, quite a mumber of them bhave
almog$ straight haly aod brownishh in coloureThere is a woman too whose

0o The lational usuen of JMalayeiae
11. “chebesta, 1bid,pedd.

10
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mu'zwmummmmmwomaw.mrmmum
x‘urcr'thanmoat!hlm.

Toononically, tie Jahai were formerly munters and gatherers
umamxowdmumv. along with other Negrito tub-.mknq\n

uthocﬂm&cmthatmmnymuodnomuvaumofmum. .
'nmauthormitorth‘ummduwotnvm. the Negrites ' bands 2

aro suall, with each band having 1%%s oun leader,

But afier nearly four years of living under the gaidicnce
of JHROL, this culture 18 now on the procese of changings At Sungai Pual,
ﬂwmbdngtwtofanuv.umdmpa.ﬁ,ommmtmhm
subsistence consumptions but aloo for cash,

However, although in the process of belng trensformed
into poasanty, the Jahal still prectice the aotivities of hunting and gathee
ringy but of course not as their doainat culture anynores These activities
mwwwumn'mmnmmtomnuorm.m
that are available, luong these products, is mattan waich is available throughe
wtmymmmarn&namprxummmmumm
s0ld 88 Jell, The other main itess tlutmeonootodbythoJMmtho
,mdlurmxunehu'potd"(m&um),"‘r.mu'(dhu-
wu)a-m-(mmumomnmm).mmuum
@xploitations, m;ppommmmp-km at Jeli to whom the Jahai
nay sell mu\mmammmuimswmmfum

12, Carey, 1bid, p, 15,
" ‘/'
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demand and sup:ly in the locel mark ie And during the period of this study
been ecnducted too the price of " kerdas ¢, which wvas is season at that
moment, fetched a price of 50 cents per one"cupak™e* retai bad fetohed
the price of $1.00 per cupak at the maximume Keranji are sold to the appoine
ted " brokoers® at the ssue yrice level as kexlase ihe price for the ratian
umwquummmmtamrm

maouvliuuofhmmmdatbeuncmmgdmom.
commnal basise A family is the most comnon work team iu those activities,
However & tean may comprise of as many as four or wore fanllies, with a
uwmwpammwpemmmmmmum
wwuommwmwummmxwmm
work of an individual, but bunting with ehoteguns is usually the task of
am f1om @ whole bande Thus the game that is brought back is shared equally
mmmsmmummmdmmmmmmmo
that the Jahai look foxe

Folitically,the Jahal are still foliowing their traditiow
nal pattemn of band orgsuisation snd leadershipe A Sunjal 'wal, eventhough
the Jahal are ¢athered in one setilesent, they are polltically united under
cne authoritarien leader. They atill stick to the bands to which they belong
ed befoxe they were resetilede There were supposed to Le semen bands at
the time of @y study thewve, However one band, walech will be doscrided la=
ter was not in the caape It iad gone scmewhexe else to do odd jobs for the
“alays and nay well not retum to Sungai Mual in fiture.

Fach band has {t's own leader and is indejefident in it's
actions. the relationshi; between members froa differsnt bands can ro=

212844 as perticularistic in the esenme that they omly interact or coope-

rate
vith each other during certain t.mes and for certain purposes.

T

* A cupak is a measurament mﬁtmuenom.wnu-.
)




Se4 Zellols

The Jabai are animiste with a wide comespiion of sriritual
beingss godly punistments, and the world alter deaths suge rocke and
txees alongside with other gigmntic natural objects such as hills end
nountaing are believed to have spirits.iowever ihay do nol woxsnlp
these spirite buti only show their respecis

Han will go to the other world to see his god alter death,
The soul of the dead man may be tumed into butterilies, grass-hoppers
and many other insects,iyrting these insects mey anger ("tulah*)the
¢ode Ivil men will find themdelves be turmed into other (erovci us animals
ouch: as the wild pig and tigers or ocnupdu.q;al. killing those creatures
is not forbidden and will not creat * tulah .

theiy suprene Leing oxr high god is " Fared “e According to
schiebesta, larel s the most superior being that lives in heaven. Karel
is regarded as evil lor he vequires blood ssscrifices and kills people
by lighting, 'is son, " Ta Pedn * is not evil and is moze respected but
rarely wmentioned for he is less powerfull than his father, Yarei's wife is
" Hanoid Pwho lives in the earth and thunder is the weans of coomunication
of those two dieties, Karel is both the thunder and tae being vwho uakee
the thunder, e iz sost feared on account of punisinents he sent for -

alns, uis wrath however, wan be averted by blood oflering,
m-"aah"cratmxanpcmmmcn— the power

of mtmﬁna Karei and understands his desands, And this ned ua deterained
the offerings needed to please Xarvei, Xswél prefers shining objects such
as the adrrors as the offering to him,

1Je Schobesta,ibide pe 188,
16



» chinoi " { gnother eategory of supernatural bam@)m
tiny beings that live in heaven and earth,They help mankind by ripening
frults in the forest and vegetabl es in the gaxden,

Today, thosdmlatlllbcu'olnn‘:'d tat do not remenber
Ta Pedn, ‘nd Hala' are no longer can be found in the campe Noth the Hala®
mmw'anmwuwomtmwmmumm
fact cnly one person remcderdd or knew about chinci, He sald that Chinoi

and Hala' are now'had been buried in the ground ®e

14y Carey, ibids pe 96s



me.mmommmorgmmme
have ecelsl cxgenisation that is cloesely links to their econumic notie
viticss A simple " band " fxon of oxgunisation is their basic social chae
Wﬁommrmzummmwuwmaw
are otherwise undexjoing drastic changese

Thelr econcmy of hunting end gathering is o préme factor dee
toraining the fom of thelr soodal onganisetion, Cavey in his bock had gle
vmadmudmdnwmmummmmmthnmm-
ting aud gathering activities of the Negritos, acd the nomadic ways of 1ife
implied by it , natuvelly sol @ Shrict linmit on the com)lexity of their so-
cial organisation, The requirenents of this style of life can be sumsed
Wummw'?momyumnmdm&hmfou
of their social .stzucturg, i.e the fanily and to be as moblle as poeosi-
M«thn“mdmwmmwhtmuw
Mrwwmawmmw:muwmmu
?Wmumtmum:umumm

Cargy also Las sieted that the dual needs of mentaining

& amall number end mdbility dictate o almple organisation without wd alee
borate system of leaddrsilp btut with @ high degree of social equality,
Oﬁnrthndmxmumbandmmmdmmmuuﬁhumg
mxmmmmmum-m.mwwm
muummmm-mnurzw.wmuannxmuum
————————— ————
15eCaray, 144 ps 36
16. Caveq- 1bid p. 3 (¢




A

relationship between individuals ave personal and quite inbisate, Consoguene
tlymuaputuoroontummlyariu.mmcabmormda-
borateayeten of leadership 1o less felt.

1 Joolsl Siratafication

Cavey has presented a good model of Negritos social atmuce
mro(namv)\huhhcunﬁmodbynmm,ucpplymetah
Jahale

“inship Units Residentiel Croups Leaderahip
e Hleuentary Fanilyse uindescrean Croupie The father,
A man, his wife and Same as muclear family,
th their children, but elder buys have their
oun ahelters,
II. The Dandse The Campi- The Rldex,

in old man.his wife, Collection ®f five to .. .
plus anrried sons or ten wind-screen hubs, . ¢ 14
daughters, A bilateral ancludes friends,visitors,:
fanily extending over elderly dependents, =,

three gmerations,

S . TN N @ RO

7. Carey. ibid, Pe 414
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IIT, The Hordes- The ‘traclge lione.

Two or theee related Laxge piece of jungle
bands , very closely over which hunting and
associated, gathering righta are clai-

medeLargely defined by ownex-
ship of fruit-trees,

IVe The Tribes- Tribal AReate None,
All the people who Large, vaguely defined

consider themselves, area which a tribe claimed

for example,as Yahai asdt's own in tems of hunting

and who apeaks a common and gathering rights,

dialect »

Thdse are the layers in the Jahai social structure, Now let
us lock into ghem accordingly,

le. L S

1e1 The Elenentary { amily

An elementaxy family is the smallest and lowest level of the

Jahai social organisation,The elementary family howvewer , plays a graeter
mlointheirdqtodwaoﬁal life than any of the units. _

- Before I proceed any further, let us look at the structure of
@ particular Jahai elementary familye 'he size of a fanily as been demanded by
the form of economic activities, is relatively amall in membership, On the
average an olunmtar.y!-uyiamdoupotemqr 5 members, Members are

20



ummmwauwmptmmwohmmm»
sidired as Fightfull pesbers and will enjoy the same privileges aud rights
um‘mmmufnuleﬂemumd.mhmuh
Wﬁuﬁuh&ﬂoftﬁnf&ﬂy;ih“apﬁﬁhd@dxrmm
sibility of looking after the material welfare of the Sanily.Though the
thtn-mdexpeotodnoloofm;athcrlnmch.hoiamtﬂmaohm
wimner in the fasilye Cooperation between hin and his wife oz his able
children always takes place in the matter of fool eccumulatione

:ww.natnotmotdivimofhbmrmafmly
axiate and the mesbers are layel to ite The fathewen one hand,is rese
mm-:ummumwumutwtwmrnuyuu
the aselstance of his mblc sons or daughtersywiile on ihe other hand,
thenot‘mrhmnbhtulo&mcufmmw& the preparcs
food for the fmally end ¢ the food ia éther than rice (i.e aanioca,uaize,
wmmowvmmu)mmtomxmnwnomu.uw
of coumme the deughters will render their assistences ind for the children,
weawxmmmmwo:mmu,vmmymmu
ﬁttludanykahtuththommmtutcmmhdmmnm.
mdtbcdmdxtmwthoaom ‘

And the members of an elementary family will fom a vexy
of fective working unit in regards to the gathering activityl.tvery cue -1

mmoﬁmtactthutthocmmotmm«-hhtbefa-
wdly uummmmv.mmwm.f-nypumnuwm

;M.u.mumxmnmamumm-ﬁmmm
rmuoxmutmmmwmmunmmanmmu
Jell for salee
mummmmmdmwtam
mwmmmwcmwmanuum
21



female children, Male children, howsver are soon conabdered as indepene

dent and do not vely on the fathorwunmthqhmmthom
of twelve or so, They have Mromaholurtouvommtom&on
theiz oun in oxder to fullf11L their needs of getting food or clothing,

in relation to the othey eleaentary faniljes, a fanily is
laxgely independent in it's economic activitiess A fanily doss not rely
o thooﬁw:lnluuinwnmum. 'i‘hevoubomaotatmu iies
in the hands of it's mumbers, ¥rom this fact is what makes me derive a cone
Clusion that an elemecnatary Tanmily is more significant in it's econcnic
xoles compared to the other soeial wnits ln their socia! structure,

Thelr skate of livelihood has a grest in lication em the pattem
of their residence, Secause of the Taot that the Jahai families are not dow
pondent ém each other , a family 1s free in choosing the spots for it's
sheltere This will result in all the shedters of the Jahai fanilies are

the incidents of where quite a nuuber of families keep on moving frem one
“pot %o amotior is a very comson habit of the Jahai. Only the families with
mmnavhmnmmm.tmnntmmmm
1‘n1ucsv1thuind-ncrunaholtaramdmmthom Itis not o
mmmswmu.wmmwmmm
iomthQMWﬁrmﬁahthormwtmmmth
’mm.wmtmamm.mtmmumam
mmumwmammﬁu.ﬁpma.m

tonovplmbniduoﬂuruuom.hhntmfmthmhmu.
oY



1e2 The Band

& band is usually iz made up from six to seven elemeniaxy
families. And this is the only unit in the Jahei social stxucture that
mthoflmawupwmudu(oaneJMJudm
the leader of & Lnad and is known as * Pengimlu " The table below shows
21l the bands at Sungal Mual with the names of each penghulu and the total

nunber of manbarae

—

fames of previous lames of present Mber of fotal mwmber of
ponghalus, penghulus fanilies neibers
KUsyIT HMERAJU 8 40
RELUBI MAT DIN 7 n
PUTEH TERAS 6 39
BUKIT LAMAS v 2%
- Srnwas 7 42
TIBANG MACHANG 7 3
DAUN U 8 36
PUTAL 32 245

ST Sty 5. A SN W S

Source: JHECA Fil® at Owsgal ‘ual Foste
During the time of this study, there were actuzlly only
eix bands present at Zungai :uale The Land under Fengtulu Dexnas wae not in
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in the settlazeat, Ammuwmmmu.mmmmm
odd jobe for the Malays at the nelghouring willeges. Working fox the Malays
uwmmmm-uminmmzwmzm«humm
(mmtnlormmmmmamv:umuumummo
thelr living, MitWt&tM@p&t&&lnwﬁxﬁmw
mmmtmmmwbm@tmmmemtmmﬁmnwl
!MMIWMNmetmm\oMMﬁmt
ffm the pear future for the txaditional characteristic of nomadic life style
uamxmmmmuumndw.mmuawmuunu—
val.8d thin setilesent,

Mdmodxmmwuhwou'lmmh
conpund or conpy With mumi the shelters of cach elementary families built
ﬂmbmmuﬁcmslm for having such a nucleated
settlenent, mmm(WMMummtmn). soveral fae
ailies shere one lons house tuilt cooperatively by the members, The still
nomadic bend under Penghulu Teras had it's caap built isolated (yom the
Othan.'fbomnmotthoauﬂusot@uba:ﬁmintho!omottnn
ditionnl lean-to huts, |

s in practiee, one cannot aimply assumed that all the
mranxuor-ymmmmmrmmmmnmmt
torother in only one compound. In sctusl 1i'e, the fanilles, as I have
men‘ioned it carlier, are * allowed~ %o have their shelters Wilt at any
vlace they prefer, Thus, the situstion makes it Aifficult 5 detemaine
the exmet compound of a band,

Maoberehdp in & band is largely detemmined through cobe
saigaingl end affinel kinship tiese The inclusion of affical kins ina

band will b dlecassefexthm: further under the nex chaptexs As beem



-

po&ntdmtwmrq,nbandiawtuuu;abmw extended family
covering nomeally gver three ,;;mamtiona.w

pon the eccmonic point of view, rolationship betveen bands
ave uninportante Hembsrs of diffepent bands will culy becons & uingle
woriing unit on occaslens of lamge seale cathering or huntin: missions,
as well os working en Jii.a projects, “leal fs shaved egually amony e
menbers of a hunting teem bul in gathering activity, the collsclicon of
Sridts or ue xabban ia on lsdividual basize Tt 1s only in social sctivie
ties that the significance ef interbend reldtionsiips can be seen, Ivents
such as deaid or mexriage tuzn all the bauds into 'a single coepersiing
L 0upe

Pv.nthough the xelationship between bendz is yuile loose
| especially i« ths econ.nic vense )p & band is expected to nolify the
other basds aboub whstever 4t plaue to dog econouically or zoelallye
The notification is aluays aboub the time ox day when & cortain activity
is o tekeuplace @ud L@ ﬁcsthut;lon of e band stwmld i1 plans Yo oarzy
out & gathering ox hunting acliviiy.

o3 The soxde

wabtﬁmtthst&mutwnzmtmwtwor
three hande ldving M’ﬂv‘mhoﬁmmmmwmt
in the Jalal scalal mmu.“

caong the Jansi at Sungei Tualy there are iwo priseipal
hoxles visible; one is the cowbimaticn of three bands under the leadership
of Penghulu st Diny Pecgbulu lapas ang Penghuln Machmmg oghie oller one

as pointed out map no. 3 belongs to the hoxle combining the bands under

18.Cavey, 4bids De 43e
19.Carey,1bid, pe 40
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¥enghnle Heraaju snd Jenghnlu Fusue A third independent vabd is thet of Fonge
mlu Teras,

Amutbcotharw&mgmitmmtomwuﬂ.ﬁﬂnﬁ
1tmoduhmaaolemcmuviw.ﬁmmw:ingwahudnm-h
mmlMdmrquorm.MuImldumhhtum
thelr marriage system, all the bands &t fungai Rual are related through: thése
idnghip ties,

mmaupmwmcmmwmmmu
abltoohtadlch:stomawmvmhcw(m%)hm-m.
of fralt trees, Yo hordo or ay other unit ea elain that & partioular feuts
mommton.mmmummorum.mswommm%
settlenent 1s free to 021 Jahet ( end the lalays fyom Jeli whom used to ene
texr the Fahai texritory for aousdeer trapping are not rejected with even the
Ioollngofw)mwo“duhnoawindploﬁstmwm%
atmnmu\mmttunmuotw.rmu.mtmmm.
tworthrnranym&ngthofmtufm.tmunvqmm
ofthewm.znrm.uxmma.mmnmmmw-ﬁv
are:>lud:1ngthntna1ta,thostmcorm~mwum.wthm

ofmxmm(rmmmm*Muwudmtwmm
of their blow-pipes ) I8 coommal. This again contredicts to etatencat mado

ey writenge g
E”mmmwmclabontommotlwmup:ota
horde, I can say thal a horde 1o not a strong soels) wnit and it carries a
locse sooldd intergration, Neither it has any institutionalised rules oz obe
%MM&GMW&%MW. The families wunder this wnit

ao.mxmmmmmm o



it's members will obey this decision and will leave inelir hoxde behind,
In Jahai soelal oxgmnisation, the band {s the mesi distinective

and most significant wnit vhereas the horde is poorly defined and relativos

1y unimportant,

o4 Zhe Txibe

In the tatle woxliced out by Carey, the tribe is composed of
people who consider thamselves to be Jahai and who spoak & couznon dizlocte
fut further study om this matter reveals that the ™ txibe " has little sige
vificance to the Jahai, In reality, though they are practicing a couson cule
ture, they sve people who consider themselveseas noh Jahale

B4nccentric feclings fros particular individuals are atill
very stvong, What I neen here is that those wiio are Temlar in origins but
with a busband or wife who ure Jatal, 4. not consider themselves as Jahai,
‘bat still refer theaselves as Tenlars And o is with these who are lendrik,

owewer, as I looked into thds matter fxom ny own . int of view, all the

people ave Jahal for ik the senee of territozy and culture, they are alike,

Birth is Uie prive factor in detezmining the tribal m-abene,
@iipe A onfld boxn to a couple of which elther pavent is Jabai, will sutomoe
tieally be considered as Jaual, Harrdage is the other deteraining ractor,
1e0 of tribal stalus, As thie Jalai follow an exogsmous pattern of sarriage,
the perimeter of their scelal aysiem covers other tridbes as well, Tous it is
not surprising thet there are members in the tribe sho ave culturlly,Jfalai
butl in originm, they ar: Temiar, !endrik or Batei, ;

fventhoush the mombers in the tribe are very loosely associated,
uavertheless they share a common feeling of conciousness and togethemesa,

They calined thet they will fight till the and thelr comson enwadbs or any

27
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Sloent that rlas to dlsintergiate thene ind 1 NEICRESRY, they will zetroat
topother dads inls the jwgle sbsuld aay treat arises that 1z beyond thelix
rosilivace and iolevance, To xetreai is Lhe most comaon method of defence
stoatesy. T™io is the criteria that Wo Jahai and most other aboruginel tribes -
ih Calaysia have been abowing, thus they ave descxribed az being non- wiclent

poeples

.

Anotuer charecteristic of the Jauai wat I found is he eocial
:sa;mmummhwﬂmem.wm
serrosation does not appear with & clear cut division, it i= comaon enough
1o soe the elders only concebtrating their lelsurs tinme aaony thamselvese
‘hile the youhgeters for their part alse foxm thelr own group with wolen they
gyand thelr fyee time. ind if in argrviping of the eldexrly folis and itaey are
¢ m@ younger seabers in 1t, the later will recein as listenezs caly. lhe fesale
noibers, especially those who axe spill sinzle, dc mot mix with the wale meabers
mmoh."‘nnnaxxtodmuunml:bepre-mtmnsamampmomu
tha ,mwmm:«mmwmma.mmnummm
passive in mmmwwmmtdmuumwmm
mmalutrtbomtbomxdduwofrmnm“
political uint for it does not have a ceatralised leadere The tribe 1o vexy
wich differant in chevacteristios with most trébes in Afwica vhere besides
thaly musher are sweater, politicallyea tribe is united under one absciute
lealex, lowever, to become o single Jahai uaity ie not impossible and 7 an
very optinistic sbout ite It ie enly a matier of Sime for the tribe o Leo-
esome an sbecluse union, Right now, I suspect thatﬁnth‘hatﬂlvwaﬂ:
Cor Lhes in besoring one,for besides thay are still “ green * witn this new ways
of 1ife L.e. peasentyy, they in g-mml“m gti1] under the influence of

21s Lvans, Luide Do 1064
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their respootive bands end still ase mantaining their own traditions,

Judging from the tresendsus changes that they ave underghlgs , in the

Reer future they will become o single and united Jahai tride i.e. after

they have adjusted thosselves to this nev enviremmant and will understand
SRai: other more deeplys Anotier reasw for the criteria of the abseuce of
ity smong the Jahal is due to the fact that the settiement is alvays
OML‘orwommtmoMphmh‘mm.‘m&ﬁmum
Femult of such a sltuation, new facus ave always noving in, Just &8 in the
Morpmemmmmmmmmmwmlwmw
taleex sonme time Lefove they can be asccepted by the earlier sttlers. And to
‘&ot!wmsmwnwm.thoanhu.ubmmmmﬂmm
Wmm.mmmmmuammuum.m
‘WWWommmmmwm&mfﬁm
engolvea,

-
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2. Lgpdershlp

The Jshaf, 20 T have nentioned about 1% a@arlier, is a loocsely
enordinated Swibe and lack of centralised or alahorate syatea of leadorshipe
reodership, Milsh i3 inatitutfonalised, enly makes i1%s appenzence within
vandse

& Yoador of & band im usually the eldost wale in it, ind the
rost 1ikely candidate to sucoed hinm 1s his olleat aon, “ut choowsing the
1imtted to,the fanlly of the deceancsd 0T o=

2 wi12 look fate the osther Janilie

meceasor is not nececesaxily
tived loader, The menbers in a partioular han
o ar wekl, for 4hoir léader must Yo of good pexscnality asdoregarded as
the moat copable in taing up the pesi, mhe appolnted leader alfter heo
coolaves Focozaition frum the JUE'A will bear the title © peagiala © whish
{9 siniliay {1 status to the hendenan of a Melsy villegoe '
in appeinting soneone as tholsr leader, a ¢ or seniorily hows

ever is not the prime considerntion, fuod porsoncl gualities such o3 intellie-
poncey wizdomy Taimess, seneronity an? adbility to couvinee people to {0k~
1ow his direstions, are whal counted fore his is the reason Wy the 8l
dest son of e penghul. vill net Be the only choloes for & SUCCEBEOYe

A lemlsn L2 suproned to Yoad his tand and sciing as decision
nelter in both sooisl and econouics BALLEFGe Carey atated that a leader is
also responsible for mantaining socisl exder and for both preveation end
punighnent of c:m’gm in reality, csong the Jahal, the leader doss not
ponsese saeh aulbority and the hand's state of affaive do not allow the lea=
duuvlqu&mlu.m.:ulwn. the leaderanlp institution

s

22, Careys ibid, pe 46
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i mevely @ synbol of political unityyjot moxs than tnate JHEOA too mkm
1mmrmtmmmwmmmmmmmwuanm
fomale Thus, the title “penghulu® is awardcd with the intention of putilng
the Jahal bendhoad at par !al'v,, village headaane |
And the inatitution too is mantained for want I suspect as

nfor the sake of troditionv, Desi.es there 1o 1ittic zole to play, the pang-
malu will not be vespected with special atiention. He is just like the oxdinavy
Jehal, having to woxk on his own for hia ‘anily®s suxvival, sud as Schobesla
nad put 1%, the penghuluz do nol enjoy awy special saterial privilegese

Mt novertheleos, it ia improper to say that Jabal bendz’
lealers do not have any socisl or political fumctions at 2lls "ron the JHEOA
polnt of view, the leaders ave iuportant to carryiag out it's plans for the
improvament of the Jahali life. 7o be more exact, the leanders are ihe intede
aediaries botwoen the JUIOA and the Jahul cosaonexss The pengimlus are the
:mzwmmgmw:mmmmwwwtm
and the peaghulus 14 voturn will direct their men to participate in the
scheues. And the final woxds of any decision must come Izom the penghulasy
with of soumse,exeption on some family satiers, .vea on patters of marriage,
wwmuormwpauumewwwmmwi
w11 be cancelled if the pengmlu of the bands concemned do not agrede

There uuomtoblmforthol.‘&ofm&om

matopw.xtummmwmumumormmmp

nezel and t e bends in particular,that & cs not pexsit the leaders to function

umummudto.'m-JMctwantmnulmmmd
change and individual welfare siate 1s thelr rime concorn, Therefore, iprese
mndwmmmmhmwmuummmu

|23, bhobestas ibide e 135 |



‘Thus, the pmghulus and the commone moqua'l in thiz matier and it is not
an uncusmon sight to see the peaghulus toiling along with everyledy olse.

In relation to thiz fact o! life , the quostion of the pengimlue to practie
cod their aoles as expected ic scmeiling that ic regaddéd aes socondary cone

Willle



ir social 1ife and more significantly in thoumtclifo.u

mowﬁmmxuuwumnm-
n&ummmmmmuamntawmm
existe ln thelr worlde, And their eonception of the marria e institution
umﬂh“h%mﬂudnwlunmwmpm&uo.
Mwuw-..mnmmmmm
-u-ama.u.rmmmmummmomdm
institution in social, and economica situationaj there is no means of force
Wnymnuhhtmtmhmthdzomm“
future and there is no social sanction place upon anyone who decides not
to marcy at an early agoe .

However, mmmwzmwzmu:u

m-——lmwmumunwtormuuumum-
valid in the context of the Janale yyoa woat I heve discovered, sexual
mmumtmmmmmtwmuguaw
d&omum-tmwwmtmw. ad there vas
.mdmum-mmmﬂomnmunmtu
mmmwmmmwmmzmmm(uxm
wwwM)mmumm‘mumwm«
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1)
And the rejestion tu ihe hypothesese of marrisge is a so=

ciolisation institution is due to my findddgs of the nature of the ways Jae
hai children are brought upe It is only at the early stage of a child's
life that he is under divect parestal guidience and controle End ihis pa=
rental control t00 is actually a sexelased orientation, After he is weaned,
a boy is mostly under tho responsibility of the father whoreas the gixl is
under the mother's, And as the boy reaches the age of tem or 80, he is ale
ready considered as an adidt and thus is no longer under the wings of the
f.m.sommmmwmmmotomnxmmrum
clothing, But the girls, mostly they will repain close to the mother untill
they are sarrieds Anywny, there was a sholter built by the men for quite a
mmbor of girle to staye Under this case, the girls too will be just as the
boys where thay have to look after their own personal requirements. There=
fore the leaming process of the young Jahal is not achieved under direct
fanily's soololisation process, They have to grow and leam mostly all by
thensslves and experience teaches tiem more them their own jareatse

Imntmtthosbmmtotpmumwm
merriage institution is very closely related to their econcalc pattem of
hunting and gathering, As I ave menticned earlier, to have a suall number
in any social amit is for their own couviniences. This is a very correlae
tive adjustaent between econcmics and soclal 1life of the Jahai for a small
mmber in any sceial unit will anable them to share the small.ammount of
food collected or bought edeguately. And as mobility is concemed, & suall
mumber is most favoured, Under this circumtances, therefore we see that
they conelousl; $xy to limit the size of & family by practicing family
planning( postepartum abstinience and use of contraceptives )e Therefore
living with relatively few ohildren in any family is scmething which is
a mere colncidence, but it is something that they purposedly created,

34



The natute of the Jahai marriage syetem is very much assd-
mmuuzmmtmwwurmmmcmummw
io thelr tvedition and is mantained cven after they have been brought to-
gother at Sungel Mual, And in origin, a band is actually a faally by ite
adﬁ.mmnmmu‘o&mwmgomwmmmrmm
mbctnunmintbembmdumldarﬁumm-nduob
ongly prohibited, Thus, as the resolution to this restriction, the scabems
of a band have to find their 1ife partners from other bands, and from other
territoxye From this pointy I cen say that such a system has the criteria

of exogamous system of marriage.
At Sungei fual ‘esettlement, the nate-selection is not lie-

adted within the resettloneat alones In the ot exr words, they can marzy any=
cnej irrespewtive of age, race and plaves. And marriage between an original
member of @ band and a stranger who ceme to live with it( if there is any),
mmmn&.mm,mmwtmumwumu
the marsiage is not between individugls belonging o the same”™ stock ", as

Gratian Sargent At Ltegs Hoobers who are conalde ed as the same stocz
ot‘i‘gnmbcauninthoflmnwcluf.‘fmindivi&namqu-

m-uu:mmkmtor@.:'vwmwpmmm“w
this kindved group is pexmitteds

The sestrietion to close kins narriago is vexy stroagly
wuum;a«.&mgymmmuwmm
m.m»wwwmw-umtmmmumm
mumwmmlmn.'m'.wunummu

&WMWWMML&

lLendon. 1971, ve 103



the punishmest he sends in the fom of timzderbolts will not only be effoo-
mmampxemm.mtmmmmmtu the reason
why such practics carries Shib heaviest penaltye Adultary oo will be theon-
ted with such @ nanner for the same yeason reganding Yarele
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A= Ego's sbdlingse De The of fesprings of Kgo's sibllings.

On igo's maternal and paternal uncles and aunts,

D= 9ibblings of m'-muumdmu(tmwmm.um»
or Counliste

Hm 7go's granpareits, "



All individuals appear in thediagram under figure 2, ave close
kina t0 fgvethus marriage between Igo ang either one of these individuals
ie an incest and strongly forbidded, Anyweges,he nay marxy his sister ine
law after the later had divorced fiva her husbands If igo is a girl, she
too is pemitted to maryy her brother inelaw under sinilar conditions

o1 fattema OF laxxiage

In the first place, the most comen type of marriage to be
found within the Jahai soeial life or culture is the youth-marriage.
It is & xxy ocomon phencmena anmong the Jahal L the bridal oouple
is oenly " a boy and a girl ".Jor both biys and girls, as soon as pubed=
ty is reachied i1.0. at the age of 14 and 12 respectively, are already
narriagable,

Besides marrying at a vexy young age, the Jahai in general
are practicing the monoganous patiem of marriages Polygs~ous marriage
is not wnecomon however, Uandexr thie pattern, polygynous nmarriages are
the comscnest, coupared to polyandrous which Schebesta stated as vexy
rare phenonena mdxtmdm‘.unwdd.h(mmu
wurmu).mampmmu‘mum'mm
of polygynous marriage. At the time of the study, a penghulu was dise
covered to have thiree wives living together with hiam under the sanc YO=
ot.mdth-ﬂmamnlu(\bouwm)um&;rmcm
wives altogether and no one knew the exact nunler of wives that the peng-
‘mlu had at a time, but it was said to be more than fours

A S AT A AT

24, Sohebbste, ibid, p. 127.



In addition to the pylygynous pattern of marriage, sorrow
ral polygyay too was found, he only case of such marriage is the aarzie
age of the penghul with three wives, ilis present third wife ic actually
the younger sister of his first wife who had died 8 Iew years agoe

A marriage proposal can be made in many wayse Iut the most

counon is by the man spproaching a girl with a small gift of food or clow
things Te girl's response to,this gift implies Ler respouse to the man's

proposale '
After that » firet stage ", the man say approach the father

of the girl and aglan presents & small gift to him, Tobacco and a sarong
are the two favourite items, "his is the time when the father’s comcent
is soughteXo proposal after reaching this second stage was ever turned
down by the parents of the givlefcmetimes, the fahder of the would to be
sroom will do the approach to the girl's parents, lLater, the pengimlus
of both parties will be imformed, Joih penghulus and pavents from both
sides will meet to finalised the matiere. Tne rest of the penghulua or
elders fron other bands will also be present during this meeting fox they
and their men will participate too in some way or ihe other during ibe

.

narvlage cereacnhye
The date choosen for ithe big day to ¢ Leld will be changed

should there is a death or sorious sickness occcurs, For the case of seriucs

elickness, tie have to wait until the person sufffering rom it recovers
or Qles, And 1f 1% 13 a doath, then the marriage will be held after at
least one week of th. deathe “his is mot for the mouming purposes tat



uumcmwu«mtmmlumaumwmmmtom
village and cause trouble during the first week afilex dealle 4 gerenomy O
any other sort of festival will attract the soul even morce Usually, if thee
re is a death, the wedding ceremony will be held after one wesk of the bue
rial of the coxpse,
| Thegivinggofhtido-wslthmbomdmu‘bdmtbo
day of the wedding or on the day of the wedding itself, Among the itens ine
cluded in & bride-wealth are clothes, sarongy and cashe (uite a large amount
ofhbmw;mmrormbcidc‘ammummmw.m
annount of cash is relatively suall and is always not exceeding §40,00 A

widow will get a emaller ammount or no cash at alle
mmmwxw.mmmxmrmmm

ummmamarmwmww.mlumm
next to the groon who 4o also dxwssed up in his best clotheseClose friends
and velatives will seat at cach side of the couples Dencing and singging
will be pexfomed before the couple and to the delight and merriaent of
the rest of the guestsyThis Lo the culy time where we can scewonen
mmmmmwmmmmmm
to the beating of bDanboo tubes end to the rythmn of an instrusent celled
“ kerin ® yhich only been ylayed by wonene® 4 small feast is Leld with
rice, taploca | roasted and cooked ), fish and the meat of wild anisal
Mumdmm:mummmmwmmmum
the jarents of both sides concemed contribute the najor portien of ite

e

-muammmxavmwunmmm.xtu.
mmdum.wrmmmtmam.mm.:

mn‘4tonnwor4. W.tummuodfmnmadh

anotier mm.mmx'mwma.momm-.m
39



The highlight of the cemamony will be later in ihe ofe
texmoon where the hefdal couple Ls taken into o procession around the
village. Tancing and singing will head the procession and following b
hind is o man or woman saying some prayersj then the eouple plus all the
guestse Thle coromony is oalled "belarak™, The end of a marrlage cores
mony is marked by sending the couple to their pemangnt sbolier, The shole
ter was bullt very much earlier by the groom's kinsfolk or by the groca

hineelfs

1s3 Zattemng 07 Tegidenge
mmummutumormwtm
Jahai ave following, I feel that this matier cannot be presented with a
100 m. The reason ie the resettlenent situstion undorwiich the
Jahai are mow living whiere the area of the village is Just only four ao-
ree in ares and ihus they ave 1iving very close to one another and intere

mixing into each person'l house compound, Though the Jahel are living
with a clearly dofined bhand syatem, but the way they are confined into

2 mall avea makes it ALffiocult for me and anybody else to irace the

mtwamm'ommﬂ.mmtmhmtmﬂu
pattems of thelr residence, due to ihe unfaveuzable factor, it is only

-

mm'mmwaammmm

In nost cases, the newlyeweds use to .ake wp residen
dunmmtothepwooftholnmnrmwufmm

anong these cases , noarly the majority of them have ihicr shelters
built adjoining the shelter of the groom's Iather. And there were two

casws a- the camp of Pengiulu Mat Din where the newly-weds ave taking wp
pmtndhduum“w“mm'cum



inie pattem of rosidmos as Hurdoch put it 8e called patrilocal resie
dancue 27 And ater studying almost all cases of residuméial patiemn
it {2 oumed up as the tendency is more towards patrilocality rather
then otior patirens, And teho’beota too bad féud out tie sane criteria
where he said that patriloeal pattern of residence is most preferzods
The strong tendency towamis patrilccality does not m&:i
that the Jahei are a pure patrilineal tribe. In the oiher words, the males
are not sonsidered as eccupying a siperior status than the females.
Doth gexes are aligghrds'Phtil1obalLty]Y AL RG] PRINIERRIC poialiRe
ST A4 ABea, THis 15 a situatdon where the newly-veds decide to
veside at the compound belunging ta the bride's parenise A penghulu who
is & Temiar in oxigin is living with the bvand of his wife and later

he beconss the leader of the Laude '
In the book by Evens, be stated that it wus & conion prace

tk.ot mmmu.wmmmmmmdammmh
is vequived to stay with the pavent of his wife and sust work for them
for a period sometines resching two yoarse caly alfter conpleting tals
!mmsu!ummtmtu”hmhmwoupm
permanont residence and usually will retum to the busband's folkse
fuch a cattym Glegd danay Ymvoniiie it BIIOO PYedh "Rl N PabiRlo OO

30
mmm,mmmor-muulm“
dered as " & lost of a kend ® in the father's hous hold, therefore the

2]s Graham Sergemt, ibide pe 104

29 Evans, 1bide pe 215

30, Cmahom Sewgent, ibids pe 109
$



son-in-law is not required to pay t¢ the bride*father as to make up for the

"1031‘.".
However there are a few cases whers the couple take up resie

dence away from the parents of both sidese The word * away™ hero dees not
mean that it covers a large distance and living toislly isolated from their
parentse " Away " in the context of the Jahai at Sungai Rual is only cne or
two shelters awaye The reascn is the nucleated pattern of reaidence that the
Jahal in geueral are applylng makes every shdlter iz linked or aimost 1inke
ed to one anothers At the main settlement where ther. is a hoxde of three
bands are living, thzee couples were found io be practicing this paitem of
rosidences Such o pattemm of rosidence as have been texmed by meny anthropfe

logists as neelocal residence.
In short, the Jahai arve {ree in choosing the place upon

wilch they will reside though tendency is more towards patrilocality. Any
pattemn choosen will xecieve no objection favm anybody in the village, disre=

. ¢ard whoever he ise lior the penghulu is powerfull emough in stopping this.

26 JdLe At |

(nce the newly-weds have taken up their residence, they

soon startvio fom another typical Jahal elementary Eanily.
The wife usually does not concieve during the first year

of marriage, This is due to the infrequency in sexual relationship and the

using of contraceptive techmigues, The family plamning method prove to be
Quite effective for they can achieve the aim of having emall family and to

space upy their children for their own convimiences succesfully. The space

belwemn their childven is usually three years and the wife will stop concie-
ving after the fourth child,



The family as have been described earlier under the sook
iadl organisation of the Jahai, is indesendent in it's activities. The {ather
in noot cases bears the responsibility of providing food to the fanily ase
sisted Ly his wife. The major mole of the father ie however %o provide
m,mmmrmty.urmtom-maﬂm of gathering, the
shole fanily vill foms an effective vorking wslt + taly in the tunting
activity thet the father beare the responsidl)ity’aleme, But this cotie
vityuabitmdmlnnt\mi‘cruiudm:'ithateaﬁtm'

mnmumonamurmcumumtmtom
Jungle or wiking under the JHROA project, the mother at home will lock
mmmwmtcmt“rmtmmmmmm
other women fxon other femilies can be seen making thenselves bpay with
m;hcingmnonmuwwmummm.mnmho
‘jmbemmmﬁuxmwxmrormum»
aetables, |

lmmmumlnuputdfmum:hMﬁo
‘onily Jemndzy, cookding and fetoning webexr frus the nearty stoesnif she
xau&.wmmwmu,mm:smmmmm
whan both mmm&mwcwﬁcmw wilh other Jahai on JHUCA
projectay

meomm&atmu&mmw
mw«wmmmwmmmmmammmm
Soopesation ie really neceecsarys The husbend will look for the bamboo frca
the juhgle for their house structure and ‘he wife will coolect and woave
t&m"clm'lmurormmng.mwm.thattboyh.thudu
_h.u.umwtuoummu.wmtbomxmauuumnu
ir oun,



k3

A% the {ime of dilivery, the nother at her house will be
Placad in o sit¥ing positlion, Che will be attende? by a nidwife (“tohan")
“ihmmtwmidwivea at Cungal Mual when the study was made. Both of them
will asefst the mother duving Allivery, t-gether,

Besides the midwives, elderly women will also be hele
vings DUt no man, even the husdend himself is allowed to Be present, ™e
tting of umbilical coxd is done By efther éne of the nidwives, using a
sharpenad odge of o bamboo split. The practice of cutting the cord by the
sharpened rib of a * chemchon * loafs as reported by Schebesta s no longe
“xr be tppllﬁo”

Tie naning of the ehild is not necosssarily takes place
exactly two days after birth, as Schebesta xcporhdosszuﬂudb
wnhm&uommamtormwm.htathc, the parent
ﬁxmsﬂv«ohcouwdmomrum.m“wh‘mw.
the nanes choosen are from the nawes of places or objects near which the chie
mummxmuumumumwuum.n&
#ons casede The nane of & ylave o a txee is alvays fevoured, For instance,
Langs is & nese teken after a place called Ayer Lanas, Dukit means hill sand
Lmu;mu.mm.nupnmnwmum
the enild been enxolled into tho school, he will got another names The toae
chers at tse school will choose whateve euiteble meme for him and the nase
.u.mmmwu.mmmmtmm
than his birténane,

The mother will return to her norsal 1ife in less than

momcurdmmmmtohwmnwumm

31s Schebosta, 1bids Pe 125

B0, Zohahoats. thiA. . 1958 A 2



o
health in a matior of that siort period, is given to me by their speciae

1list in medicated herbs abl roots. lie sai! that there is a special kind
of jungle flower called * pok ma * which Jjuice sexves as a good blood to-
unic and highly recomenddd . to pregnant wonsn and th mothers after delivew
ye During the days before she rotums to her ncimal life agian, the mo-
ther is not allowed to leave her shelter oben for a feww seconds, This ine
fact 43 a taboo and to go against it will arise anger from Kareie Thus,
bathing is done in the shelter with the wster fotolind by the husband,

As regard to sosiolisation pf their childyen, it is dome
according to,the manner as I have descrilled in the previcus chapter, Carey
too had given the sane imfommation where he states that the father has the
major responsibility in the respect of the male children while the mow
mummaromuuwmwm”

8. Dhwpzeg
Marriage, though greatly regaxded as a compulsory proe

codure in one's 1ife, doos not carry significant tiecs that are expected

to last for a lifetinme, Foma the other point of view, as what Schobesta had
poinded ocut in hiad book, marriage formascn.y o loose bond botween the husbend
md\dfo.“ Therefore, although such a loose bond does ot encourage
divorce, divorce cases are quite comson ancngg the Jahai, A8 the nature of

mmummmtmmuuma&m
However, cvery h oland and wife will txy their best to

maintainthelr narriage a succese till the end, With the othor wordd, I

M
’m.m%‘zo

34« Shhebesta, ibid, p. 128,



can ssy that divorce in any consequences is hopefully bo avélded, And if
a divorce occurs between a man and his wife, most of the Jahal do not
blane edther party for the breskeupe, It is just that their god does not
render his blessings on the couple anymores

uwmmwwM;tMM.Mwn
md&m“cmdmmtmmmwmﬁpm
before I arrived there, And the divorce case, as any other divorces, does
not have the possibllity of feconcilation, It is not that reconcilation
is considered as strunge or whil so ever, but it is just the Jahai do not
believe that & broken ties in a family will ever be mendefagain,Thus all
divoree cages never met any resoncilationg The couple involved will look
for new life pariners., And accoxding to the Jahai, before the couple ro-
naryy with new mates, they have to walt fox at least a period of two mone
the, Muring this perfod they cen etart o-king for new mates or if by any
chance *usy decide to reconcille, they may do 0.

The rights to divorce lies in the hands of both partics,
Here aghdn ve can see that patrilineality is not doninant in the Jahai
scoial life, Bither party will confess that he or she is walking cut of
the other and will state that another person will provide a better life
then the present pariner, Right after the moment he sw she stated this,
the couple is already considered as diworced and each of them starts to
move on their own way.ln most cases, the wife will return %o her fomer
bandy and the same with the husbande They are fully sccepted bLy. their
{fomer band-folks.

For the childem, they are free to follow either the mother
or the motuery with the mureing children are abeclutely taken by their
notiexrs For the older children, the divorve does not seen to make much
difference in thelr 1ifesThe reason io that they are used to living

ar



1 temed the Jahai kinship eystem as bilateral for neither
patrilineal nor matyilineal system od decent is jrecticeds "ather-right
mmtnumwemnmuxmxm.wwm‘
of decent is done egually for both the mother's eand fater's kinsaen as
shown in the figure belove
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without dircct parental caro eversince they are as young as ten yours olde
ind if the vife is pregiant during the divorce, the ohild is regarded us
mxmmumdammauumm.

In any cases of diverce izrespective of frem waieh side it
sw.mmmmmmmamun.mm
mmlmtm:mwwmwormmmnmmmmwm

thelr ladang and shelter, will resain in the hands of the husieadeThe i
wife can take the oboking utensils if she likeseihis is because the uten-
momwtwmwmtmumummm
to theme



)
.

Howaver, there are some elenents in the Jahai sochél 1iEe
that patridddeality is more foolowed than matrilinealitye. Tn the ine
heritence of power and immovable property, only e males are entitled
to ite Priority is given to the male end cldest children in this contexts
in the case of property, if the family does not have any male childy,the
property will be hanled over to the eldest nephew of the falher,raiher
then to the mother or the daughtoxse

In the kinghip network among the Jahai, relativea from both
the mother and {athor of an Igo are included in ocue kindrsd, And the
tinship teminologies are the same for melatives of both the father and
nother,iete in the aspect of temsa of seference and addrenseshould ZIgo
is entitled to pxoperty belonging to his uncle fiaom his father's lineage,
he too is eatitled to property belonging to his uncle fxom his mothex's sidee
ind the fact that béth the hushand and wifo have wiual rights in deter-
alning a diverce shows snother practlice of waich nelther patrilincality
nor matrilineality ie greater in strenghte

Se2 Linshlp Terainoioides
The list below will represent the texuinclogles for the kiadved
group in the Jahal culture.

-sinlay - dabal
p— anak lelaki wong
sonein-law . mepantu lelaxi wong mensan
dovghterein-law mananty perempusn wong mensau
adopted enild anak angkat wong sadara’
_rand culld cueu kanchok



bf

oousin sepupa sepupn
nephew anak sandara bir
( lelaki )
niece anak saudava bir
(perempuan )
younger sister/brother adik bir
elder sister/urother kebical/ubeng kakalk/pek
father bapa eci
nother anak beic
fathopeinelaw bape mertua gimn
sothereinelaw enak mortus beke tirik
unddeo bapa saudara beh
ant , enak saudara nok
huaband suand kensui
wife isteri kendioch

Evexy individual refere to hinsolf or herself as " yet ",
whenever he or she ls ahwing & conversation with others, ierrespective of
thoir age nad sexe When the Jabai are refering to others, perscnal names
of the persons relexweld to,are not mentiondd, Dut the satus is nomarly
mummammmmwu;mrum-.mu
to as " the falhor or the mother of such ohild “,Por example, if the man has
& child named Ribomy be is refered to, as " eel al-Ribom ", and his wife
is " bek si-Ribon ", Only among the youngters thelr respective nsmes are
useds



AvmoldJMmhhMas"M“mdthﬁm
tem is used for a very old fesale Jehai. However, “ donn " is theught
wbemmpoutaforsmldtoaddnuavwoldmmdm

mwmmu“M'MM'er
aonoxdm@ua-m-m.'motmauethomemnudrorm

ono's bdlood father and aother, mcles and eunts fron both matesnal and

patomalddummﬂaa “bﬁ'md‘nh'mpeeuwlyomu

t‘mymoldctbnntbammtacfm, the tem "toi" is used.

mmoﬁ.dlthctcmaundmdnodatmmmtﬂu

:::ontlwheotmolu'am. 1t is their belief that nane is a

psrtofnm'aml. mtdlmeornatmmm'-mh
Just nkoglvxnsortakmcmml- m.forthon\howm
names siniliar to tue Malays®( just in the case of school choldren),

Mrn-cmbemumodoiﬂutbyhmdfumdn.m
Malay nanes are not their original or * soul names®, therefore per-

hnpo,ndnamchnmuhmﬂdarodulmw

51



-

The Jahai Negritos at Sungai Rual Resettlement ave the trxibe
most recently bavught ynder direct govemment controle Therefore, as a CONe
mwmunmmmmotwmn.mor'mmm

chiazncteristics still renain as they wewe befoxe their resettlascuts
munting and gathering are still iuportont economic activities

nmmewmmmmmmwmmmm
wmumm.mw.mlmmumwumm
paste Much of the time the Jahai are busy in their ladang and only occasiow
mumnmwvnmmmtomt.mewuvmrormmmru

mﬂlumﬂwmwuﬁmwttnd(twrmtudhhnud)

umuwmmwmwuum
The social organisation of the Jahal was strongly influenced

by their economy. Their treditional mmnting and gathering involved haxd work
and resulted in relatively small retums, Of necessity, they had to adapt
mmolmtonpatmotnftthatmwcth.TlmsthoJahu
vere aluays wandering around the jungle locking for food and could never row
ndnatmspotrorsporiodoflmthmavo&ormmuuauﬂcmo
atyle with it's dem:nd for high mobility to add effectibenecss to their ace
tivitiies, strongly limited the size of their population, Tuevefore, the
nembership of Jahel bands wao linmited to a relatively few poeples Each band
mpuumumnlmmmlmmmmnmum
cohesiveness although on the whole, the Jahai erve quite individualistic
with each pereon concerned primarily with his own welfare,

Those are the characteristics the Jabal brxought to Sungal
nual. And ae they are still fresh to modemisation progmans carried out ly



JUEOA, these characteristice remain tut, with of course, come changec,

It is still to early to predict how the Jahai society will
batmnafomod.fhafwtthattbehhdmjuntmuymmm
nisation programs must be teken into account first before any speculation
on their future is nade. Dut, Jjudging from the present state of the Jahai,
it can safely be predicted that they will be transfomed intc peasantyy.
What changes will cccur in their sccial orgunissiion and their system of
belief etc.etc, reuain to be seen, Bul I do hope thal the Malaysian goverw
ment will do all it can to help the members of this tribe to develope
fumywmdumormemwummowwum
the national development prograiee
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