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promising that they will try their best to answer but when the
time comes for the questionnaires to be collected, 50% of them
fail to return the questionnaires completed. Therefore the
researcher faces the problem of finding other respondents from
the same area to cooperate with the project.

Secondly, the researcher has no way of knowing
whether the respondents correctly interprete the questions in
the questionnaire and there is no trace if the respondents

deliberately give false answers to suit themselves.

D) THE AREA OF STUDY

The are of study is the low-cost flats developed by
the "Perbadanan Kemajuan Negri Selangor (Selangor State Develope
ment Corporation) located at Section 17, Petaling Jaya and the
upper class housing area at Section 16, Petalfng Jaya. The area

as a whole iz about a mile from the University of Malaya campus,
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withe His attitudes are formed through the selective process of
goal satisfaction. He will choose from the prevailing attitudes
those which can fulfill his goals. As a person associates with
various groups, his congruent and incongruent attitudes will be
confirmed. Hence, the part pleyed by groups on the formation of
attitudes is complex and indirect.

In a study by MeClosky (1958) regarding personality
make-up of the extreme political conservatism in America, it wvas
found that conservatism is not the political doctorine of the
intellectual elite. Contrarily, conservative political attitudes
characterized the uninformed, the poorly educated and the
unintelligent.

C) MHAT IS POLITICS?

Whether he likes it or not, practically no one is
completely beyond the reach of some kind of political system. An
individual encounters politics in the process of government of a
country, town, school, business concern, trade union, clubs and
associations, political party and various other organizatiouns.

As Robert A.Dahl puts it, "Politics is one of the unavoidable
facts of human existence. Everyone is invodved in some fashion
at some kind of political syntol.“(g)

A leading political scientist, Harold Laswell,
defines political science as"an empirical discipline, (as) the
atydy of the shaping and sharing of power" and "a political act (as)

one performed in power plr'pggtiv...n(1°)

(9) Robert A.Dahl, "Médern Politiecal Analysis", (New Delhi, Prentice
~Hall of India (Pte) Ltd., 1965),ps1e

(10)Harold D,Laswell and Abraham Kaplan, "Power and Society", (New
Haven: Yale University Pmesa, 1950),p.xiv.


















CHAPTER 3

o285 OF CLASS AND POLITIC ITITUDES

As the domain of political attitudes is very wide, to make
the study feasible, the writer tries to limit the research oz two

nadn areas, the attitudes of the people towards the goverament and
the voting bLehavioure This chapter deals with class dilferences
and wvhetber it affects political attitudes and behaviour,
Firstly, the writer will discuss the major determinants
of clasc level,
a) Oceupetion and Income ag Clapg Deterninants
A great majority of the lower class respoudents are
enployed as technisians, safesuards, drivers and snalle- geale hawkers.

Table 1 -« Data showing Class and Age of Respondents

Age (in years) Lower Clags Eigher Clagg
21 « 0 60% 10%
31 « %0 30
b1 - 50 10 6o
51 = 60 30
100% Joog

Their over-all income grouping is between $100 and $500, Cun the other
hand, the sajority of the higher class respondents work ag administra

Table 2 = Data ghowing Clags and Inconme of respondents

An.(iny.u:)s Lover Claga Higher Claga R
21 - 30 30% 10%

31 - ko 30

b1 - 50 10

51 = 60

30 ;
—— 20,
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majority of the influential only care for their own interests and
corruption." Those who are positive of improvements by the government
reason out thus: " The pressure from the people and to face the
couing elections, we are having an astive government, better leaders,
has always heen their policy and has attained good results so far,
and there are many things to be done." This potrays that the majority
of respondents from both classes think positively of government's
ability to change and improve existing conditiond in the country.

Table 6 - Data showing relationship between Class and the Effect
of Central and State Governments on their daily life

Contral Cove Lover Clags Higher Class
Affects very much 30% 20%
Hot affect much k5 4o
Not affect at all ko
No answer 25
100% Joog
State Government
Affects very much 50 10
Not affect much 60 Lo
Not afféct at all 10 50
Joo% Joo%

It is important to know if these respondents think
the activitios of the Central and State Governments in ore way or

the other affect their daily life activities. Seventy~five percent of
tbe lower class and 60% of the higher class think that the Central Ge
Government either affects very much or doee not affect much their dai
life patterns, Where the State Government is concerned, 90% of the

lower alass and 50% from the higher class find that the State governe

ment doen affect thelir dally mctivities.
What do these respondents think of the Coalition
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party is still popular among the respondents from both classes,
70% of the lower class voted for the ruling Alliance Party, while
a slightly higher majdrity of 85% of the higher c¢lass respondents
chose the same party. Here, class has not in any way managed to
demarcate the choice of political party by the Malays of the

lowdr from the higher class of the area under studye
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influence on political attitudes in a particular community/socicty
{n Malaysta. The study may not have opened a new frontier in the
Psycho=political domain, but this study is more or less comparable
to 'a pebble on the shore of the vast sea of knowledge'.
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