
Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



e wr1 er would like to owle • 
w1 th appreoiatlon the bel and wU 

tho e who e e he haa reoorcle4 at the 
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interest to 

1• th 

, 1973 

hand 1 side th ir 1 a owl 
ot li.f • 1l'h tha writer•• ated to the 

s;ration Officer there, the to hl deoid th idea. 

so, 1t wa the ftital:'e mi taken b Uet then (ao he 

to riDd o t later) that ther h&v b t worke Written on th 
tl(l). So lt w tho t that it would be a good idea 1£ he llhould 

to the ta baw try 1n at a little it about 

ortunatel¥, th o ooUect 

hal le him to only a llmit 41 cuaaion or the Penaianaan 

MW~a. owever, there i 111 an att to ha the ld.nahip and 

te aa the cain of • Hence, t e placing of 

oa on belie! a and u i t1 , eto., 1n the p end.loea, as 

o the Btud)-proper, which th ir om 

otter int • 
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ortuna.tely is ot so. ~ ae two Ul'Ut p difter both 1n 

lons:f.ng to two 

a person 

ep ... n ....... a of an Interior !urut rather than 

a Lun • A Lun 1 always reterred to aa a Lun D e and not 

~, th reby t:nllf'~st that d1 ferent 
ethnio group. ( 1) 

( abov ) 

• s Int rior •uruts . 

aot 

t 

ti 

. ), 
• Interior Utl'll"ltt:.f!l 

DS'W.U b ld t!fi 

the writer 

1. J B. Crain, 

ion" in tion for hi 'c 

• Perh a in Sara:wak her are 

Interior ~a and 

d to b akin 

and 
are oloae 

explazw,. 

Ihlr'u:t population 

d thoae 

sa:t:~mu.: ,;~~ca.~r.u, i h th to er can 

Lowland or ls,bland :ts) . And this, 

h pre ce ot a eu'b up called 

I 1967 July, • 111 
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Anoth poui le evid ce 1a the tact that 1 the • 

~1ma (the :oq , tal S&'t'&ftk •a 

Inter1 ~ a) 

1 ouse, and which 

r , a rin dle porti or th hous 

ceremonial dan ea held, and therefore ho an rt t poa1ti 

in 1 ous. 

o find out o 
wb h th aboVe tro a CCHmDai1'1 

at not. It ia to t 1 t is hoped 

that t th • contuaion' reaul tiaB 1n o id tit)' h 

ulati as iS usually ne - as jullt • :ta • • and 

onrloold.ng their J.incu1atio and. cultural dirt cea, .t.a now a 

11 ttle less contusing han 1 t w. earli r. 

1tl 

,QWJ;ng 1c aclop ed frorA llutt 

1!2m!!2'. • ann iDcl tre :ted h re u a 
up, b of lt distinct Yari :tion 1n languase and in 

ousto t: th InterJ.ol: .Uruta. The olas 1£1 :tiona .t.s- of oouree 

bit , tor alt o aubdiyision. or up howa variations 

1n cwrtoma, oult~ 1 bl onrl&pp 

and t e vari :ti • l.1ml ta or a sub-
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1. Uyruts 

c 
' ·-) 0 tb Ten 

he ....Uey t ale ~eaufort; 

) the Keningatl •, who are alao call r 

•• and who 1Dhabit the neish oE Keningau and 

ala s l>C\\i+ atusb&cl .. 

0) tb :BaUkaDG t wbQ li 1n the Upper ~~U~#U Of h 

ver and 1 ta trJ. • 

2. 

bdiv:f.d into •• 
illga-

a) • he e • and th 
Pena1 (1) • 
ot the 

to P 1angan and the K'alimantan 

• 

b) e a.pull 

0 b the r, the 
tr1 th left • Tar • 

) Th lura, or the hea411 :te.r oE the River, the 
ot tb1a gz:o p 1a 1n the X'al :lmantan aide or 

1. • p • 65 - 66 baa the 41.tte :t 

• th r the Peluana. 
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1 b r t th 

cloa all1 to the Taaal•• 

d) The 

lU.YU" 11'1 the neJ.abltO'arhood ot T1110m, anc1 extending -..t1razrda to •h• 

ountrr watered b,y the D&l.1t nr. a tributazy o£ the , and 

wee on: t e divide 'briwe the Pa4u an 1 ven" 

) e Kwijau 1l a lq'brid tri tomect .tnt8l.'ID&1!'1"1ap 

'betlrec the Urut and e. 1het7 haY racial at£1n1 1es to both 

th • at1d Kad&zana, 7 ak1r1 to neitha. Their 'Yi~g.-

torm a belt between the OOUDtr;r ot the IIOUthemmoat 1nlanclKadaR11• 

and the moat northern aettl.eclta of the nurut , and riret Keningau 

towarae the ibuDan • There an Tf«T aligh ditrerencea in 

out and l.anBUaBe betWeen th north t bijan Till.aBe and the 

last of th .....tU 1 'but on the .the hal:ul, the Kwijaus 

ot the Keningau ~te 'ftJ.7' cloeeJT to thea neisbboun, 
while the 1Dterae41ate ue bAltwal' 111 oma and • !he 

Kwijau AN reooanl•el lJT _..h 'llut N•MM a4 8 .. a •eparate 

tribe, M4 the ~bri el aclear o 8ZJ7 oloae o ene. 

In the abcmt nbltYi OD.B or t • ~~IIIM.L llwm 
1.\md'lllll and are cl 81¥ Akin ill ~~pt 

1. a.c. 
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1. 

}, 
ord there.rore danot .. 

.1. the t i 

·mMLmbt:l#(, ) • oc u 

ot .n era, 
le, c1 ely 

" ' ch 

·at~..... (or Si ) VEI%'8. 

t the conditi 

1. 

2. ~~~~..!!~~~~~· footnote 2 • 

3 flight takes about 25 

4. house , one l 1lhi 1 a Govemment •n t • •• 
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) 

ULI.II&.uu.atrative 

( t h 

otti e ( a.Us 

4 a ohool. There 

a three Ohinese-cm:nGCl 

) 
p 

oft:lce, 

ftice, 

ops. 

·-+'-"~"""& to t e 1970 c sua, 
owever, 1d. th th .tntZ'Oduot.tan ot 

aid s the •• ere are al o Chinese 

t U a o run the shops. Th h e een vers lang 
t sp 111u.ut tlu tl7. hen of course there the 

• tenpora:llf aid a• o ork th th t at th tzict 

ottic • police taU , 1lrm1 t10ft&e ho~Jpi tal ool• 

o t .tor the D.f.strJ.o Oftic who to seft'e tor 7 an 

th ret all the other have at of anl.y six anths. 

ed 

B call¥, tlu:ee e 8 Z'8 loyecl to 

ot th1 p n el7 ,_ 

1. 

2. Lib 

3· c ondenoe 

c tr:r • ot e 
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Intervi a, 

or qu &tiona the writer 
stat earlier, H gu:Ld by a lilt 

a prepared. 'l'hia the writer baa followed 
:tber rigidly bat when all questions bav b en ann , little 

a4dit1 n w to giv he list a wid eoope. s a Whole, it 

c~~c-d d tba tb wr1 ter concluoted the interviews U tollowiDB 
atq e ionaire to , and bas the respondents ann ring to araJ.T these 

q use there has be no pilot-study, the scope 

1 ted, b it as tbm thou,#1t that the.y haw 

e sar:r. Onl¥ later was 1 ~eed tbat 

a lot or thing8 to asked. Bence, he turn to 

wa.J~ arad m:eapo dance. 

CoOperation gtven by- the people.,... goOd, but the writer 

thi ould have be tter it he has en a government 

ti'iolal or • As it was, th writer wu alwap ~d that 

hi questions and even his wa;r ot aald.ng would ott them, atld be 

wu al._. ed of the tact that he was rep1"eaenting noboc:11' 

eltt and o the ta he wae 111.0re of a visitor (ri8it1ng 

his brother) than a searcher. 'l'hia, the writer beUenta, had 

brouabt abou1. a certain degree or failure 111 he 1Dtcriewa and 1n 

1nterview-tecbn1q\1e. And add to theae factors the inexperience and 

111-prepare4nesa or the writer, th researob do tend to become even 

1 t • 

:~: only limit t!on to llbra17 reaearch 1a, the writer 

think , the 4Utioulty 1n ge\ting hold or th relevant boake. It wu 
only th writ r wu back in Oampua that he able to obtain 

tter d th o era. This again wu weakened b7 the tact that aoae 

ot e into tiona t10Ucl in th were often no zoe uee.tul to 

1oture h pre ent sit :tiona and conditions. 'l'h1s 1a Hpeoialll' 

true in th oaa o£ pri.ce-fi a, of which the current ui'V&lent 

is n o ainable, wh1 therefore the writer baa retained, 1t 

onlT to arr it was in those clap. 
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ha.v 
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or 

reJ~1e4 th 

' 0 J.n 
previo ti • 

ul. Rahman 

d that 

he was pres t wh t ld. According o him, during the 

ccupation or p th J p 1 the 

chi te in the district to c 
th 1r past . In that m .tins only on 

h1 to:ey. Be w the ~ ........... f 

th about 70 ar ld. 

Saliau ot 

that (according to .Mttt~an) th P 8i&D6aa 

and oi t r who caped 

and 4 which their 'DDol:.oeD: 

ld.lled. • ered, 
'fOftT"UDD • 8XC pt 

t it to b si side t the border. 

1. 
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481 1'Nd 

a • 
, he waa a W1 4 

e f' the f't 

as olothina' tore thle th 

t • e 

tift. 
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riot 
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Steps u in the torm o£ notched lop 

Roots are of .!U». 
Floor are o£ boo or pUt n.f.bog palms 

Bouse is an stilts. 

As wu ller aaid that the :t lcmgboua has undersone 

mod.U'ications, and the tollow lan ( 1) t • dem • ~ house 

ve a ma.rkeddi£terenc of th c.bazlees • In t'act, 1 t 1 hard to 

cone iva th as a •1 ngh.o ' r , £or 1£ not tor th taot that 
it is ocoupied by" aeYeral fam1liea 1 t could well pas 11 as a single 

ho e . 
T-

s> 

7 

~\JLA f> 

S ALO~ 

B 

•.D 0 

1. o enter 
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The 

ramUJ. 

:t; a low 
e 

s = •• tion Where na are served 
taW ae siona take place 

atru.ot wh 
to 

c • the passageway or J.'teJQQ!a 
D c k1toh stove r dal?3Wl 

St 

tutUbgp 

doora 

t 11 the number ot 
t 1ntomanta 

~~A~ ·i'"1~9n~t:iv ]¥ to I• th int01"'DD,V1t 

lder ai tar, 

.uu.t~use are usuallf' 

re , ith r af r conaanguinalq. So'Jil'l:lllll.lr.IU'II:JD 8ft1'l tb 

r, q in can be t ent. 

!yl.ap ia th pr1 te quart r or a couple. 

the11' ch1ldNrl, and rbaps a grandparent. It 1s &ce:llODIJliiO 

because the 1 eldo a cne t ................ 

chil • ~ lt, but al 8 

th the 1n the 1 ouse. 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



• 

• 

• 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



• 

1 t 

Will 

• 

26 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



,. 

• 

• 

~ still 
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uncertain how much . 

to their traditional expensive marriage s,ystem, 
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the impact of 

.1: • 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



• 

• 

• 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



• 

inheritance • 

• 

• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•• ........•. ". • ••••••• 

•• ••• • • • •••••••••• 

••• •• ••••• •••••••••••••••• 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



................ 

... •• ..... • 4 •• 

•••• • •••••• 

••• .......... . ...... ..... .. 
• ••• • •••••• ... ....... .. . 

• • •• •••• • 

i.~ 0~ D.'-
l j 

--- - ---
..l 

€ f \I. ":1. \ 11 

I 

-~ - -- - -- 1-

c ,, I 

''"' 
IC> D f \!) 

I 
~~"' e .-Q....\.l.o,... \i"'~ ------

t 

30 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



( ) 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



• 

1 • 

.. 

• 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



' 

••••••••• 
••••••••• 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



) 

) 

deceased 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



) 

) 

) 
••••••••• ....... 

Univ
ers

ity
 of

 M
ala

ya



tor if b 

• 
into 

two 1ml:I0%'1~an 

C.ll!IIIWitB in air 

aftn~betheD 

t1 that the 

~reogt:b and Orou::t"agwt ord to w 

ICIPLT""l""V a girl tram his, vi~I!>Vf baa t siv h1a 

I 

·anc.-tJWJ.r Y.i~liltlWt he baa ... ~~P the Birl hor 

• own Y1ll.age. Often this 1 ea.wse or 1nt v1l1.ase 

th the o£the 

..ta a GoveJ:.raant naticm Di ot 
n• t , _. 

, it as ~What lt :1 to4atr. 
the ar 

r lUe r the J.1.11%'1cr:t8.. With a £, exceptions, thQY 

e1r traditional and oust ·• 

wUl 

le will be 1'1u t 
umpn district. 

buffalo well u 
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b) SGCOilCl 

c) ~ 
h ever, could 

or a bt1tf o{1) 

ins will ba: 

ina •Ul 

ba.:U out wtth the va..v:mta 

coz:a.ce:mE~ would both to a 
£ buffalo. S:lmi]ar]¥ lM't:wa.~'"" a ther 

1 

inc st, 

1 . 
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in jail, pltu!l th 
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h • 

into th 

) 
) 

) 

) 

) 

1. 

B.m:'t!telliGJl:t 1 

ill 

• 

t 

t 

he 

• 

a 

during 
' 

00 

po • 
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the B diatingutDhO 
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the de t din that h the childr haYe f;l'OWl up , a proper 

eng ent will e held. H e1 a th t this t baa 

ve ' gt.tt ' to the rl ' a 
non- returnable nor are to e repaid if lat 

wa:va~~~ent i broken err. C sea or this bre off could be the 

de ill of one or t other of the p (in 111bich o e a wbstitute -

suall;y a sibling or a. lose relative or the d c ed - 1a taken tt 
eel upon by the oth r d ) , or be ause nei th likes or pref: rs 

th oth r . Amon the s, canple e treed 1 e,iv to the young 

opl in their choio ot a p er1 and ts nev r CaDPel or indat 

either a. son to a:rry a e ted wif. , or a. ausht r to accept an 

U ble suitor. 

) Adol c t trothala s is knom 

U l7 the bo7 and g.irl will be ~;uuu. old. Hence p l'io4 

ot en ent 1s long til the two oonetd red ott- rea4T. 

Th1 w.tll b the 07 is out 14 - 16 ye old and the girl 12 - 14 

7eare. 

gagcent is ade th th bo7, hi parents and relati s oing over 

to th rl' a pl e wh th 7 will st&Q' for the ni t . 1 th than they 

11 bring alans 2 - 3 ol j , s e be s and clothings. The sending 

tts 1 kno aa Sfllln tetaeun•• AocOptance of these objecta 
cept ce ot the proposal . ao d :t tor the edding 11 

en e di souse d upon . 

e tOllo mo~g the suitor' s party will t leave. d it 
1• the tor th rl' a aide to pl:OT!de the epartin pari7 1d. th sane 

£< to the joum 7 b k . The e would include padi, rice and piv...vD 

f e :t or tiah. There i no err,ymaldng t thta • 

I£ lat r e re 

she h to be retum • 

o re ott the ens.~·w-,t' th tho 
39 

a.ltStJ6Ull~IL\t, tho t a 

if it is the bo,-
will tortei ted. 
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8 ot rq into te, EhCik LJ.man, during bia ttaau. In 
his th was no beltii • 

1. jau tUuan ••••• 1 buah •••••••••••• • oo.oo 
2. !C jau binukUl. ••••• 1 buah • ••••••••••• 700.00 
). Tajau ti on • •••• 1 buah 

4. Tajau la J.a..tr ••••• 1 buah ........ _. ... )00.00 

s. Ta.jau bala,ung • •••• 2 buah •••••••••••• 600.00 
6. j n bul laun • •••• 1 buah •••••••••••• 
7. Tajau ginohol ••••• 1 buab • ••••••••••• 
8. ~ au 1nalapa • •••• 1 ••••••••••••• 
9. jau pinupuok ••••• 1 •••••••••••• 
10 Taja u ••••• 1 buah •••••••••• • 
11 '1aj ••••• 1 buah •••••••••••• 
12 Taj gul1aba1 ••• .1 bush •••••••••••• 
13 Taj alcap ..... l buah •••••••••••• 
14 be 1 ( aatu acta ranta.i, 2 buab ... , ........ 

satu tiada) 

15. Gong te ••••• 2 ••••••••••••• 
16 Gong galok ••••• 2 buah ••••••••••••• 
17 Ja lintangan ••••• 2 buab ••••••••••••• 
18 api ••••• 1 r ••••••••••••• 
19 lips ratU.o trans! or •••• 1 bush ••••••••••••• 250.00 
20 o1ot ••••• 2 ••••••••••••• 100.00 
21 bUlut ·····5 buab ···········It• 150.00 
22 Periok/kuali ••••• s buah ••••••••••••• 
23 Pipirot l.tngg1t ••••• 1 b ••••••••••••• 100.00 

24 Antin8'-anting ••••• 6 buab ••••••••••••• 
25 Bau t l ·····4 buah ••••••••••••• 100.00 

26 sin ••••• 3 buah ••••••••••••• )0.00 
27 t ••••• 2 buah ••••••••••••• 40.00 
28 Jaqu ••••• 4 ••••••••••••• 
29 p 1 kqu ••••• 3 ••••••••••••• 
30 ) ••••• 1 buah ••••••••••••• 
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31. 
32. 

33. 

34. 
35. 
36. 

Kain-kain ••••• 5u helai ••••••••••• 

Cincin mas ••••• 3 bentuk 

Tapi pinongkoloh ••••• 5 buah 

Baju sampoi/pinongkoloh •• 3 ·buah 

Baju bermanik ••••••••••• ~ helai 

Tajau Tenom;tajau kedai •• 22 buah 

•••••••••• 
•••••••••• 

•••••••••• 

•••••••••• 
•••••••••• 

From the above list, the jars are the most important items, and 

of these the first three - tiluan, binukul and tiowan - are more or 

less 'compulsory• goods. In the early 1950's the tiluan jar costs 

only $50.00! 

Figure 4 : Important Murut Jars ( 1 ) 

1. Zaini Md. Isa: "KebUda.yaan dan Ad.at Resam Kedazan dan Murut~ 
Kota .tmaru, Kelantan, 196~, pg. 89 
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ot which the Pensiangan groups is only a part, or 'Interior Muruts • 

which is too general a term since discussion does not include the 

Lowland Murut s. 

The village of the Pensiangan Muruts most often consist of 

only one longbouse. As such the members are usually close kine, 

related by blood or through a marriage. E1 ther way, they trace 

their relatives from both parents, i.e. bilateral; and despite this 

close relationship between the families in the longhouse, the nuclear 

family is still the most important unit. Collective activities, 

however, are practised, especially when it comes to preparing a 

wedding, either on the reception side or on that which has to provide 

the brideprice. Expenses incurred for such are too large for a 

single family to handle. Also, during a~ fishing, every family 

will join in including those from neighbouring villages. Or when 

a visitor comes to visit a longhouse, every family in that longhouse 

will provide food for the visitor, even if the latter comes to visit 

only one of the families. All this obvioualy show the feeling of not 

only being related to one another but also that of being belonging 

to the longhouse, to the community as a whole. Such feelings no 

doubt is a factor towards their solidarity - an important factor during 

the headhunting days. Also, economically, it lessen the burden of 

the individual !a.!Dily in, say, preparing for the wedding or providing 

t'ood for the visitor. When one conaidera that they practise a 

subsistance economy, the importance of all this is brought to the 

fore. And politically, close relationship among the members ensures 

a good choice of who the headman or Metua Nupahon should be, thereby 

ensuring a good leadership. 

The Pensianga.n Muruts with their close network of relationship, 

tend to give precedence to males and senior offsprings to seniot:> wive• 

over later ones, and also to true offsprings over adopted or step 

children, when it comes to the distribution of goods to be inherited. 

Thus the daughter receives her share if there is no son, and when 

there are many sons, the eldest , gets a larger portion of the goods. 
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