CHEPTIR III .
v B

The Judic'iarfx and Police

'During{th'e period 1805-1819, whichrsaw the end of

mrovisation"zmd ‘the beginning of a new era of a properly” '
conétituted framework of laws in the Presidency, various '
recurring themes are ‘apparent. The most important T
dﬁelopnent in the administration of Justice. was thol J

arrival of the leng awaited Charter of Justice in 1808.

| ifter the establishment of the Presidency, and before tm o
arrival of the Gharter, 'a series of intermediary measuren )

re carried out under the auSpices of John Dickans, uho

o gy T

continued to be the dominating figure 1n the Judicial

arena until 1808. Besides the improvemm;-_
for carrying out Justice, and the more efficient organi-

sation of the Police force, there was & genera,l reluctanco

of the European 1nhabitants to recOgniao--audicial--‘authbritT,’

and from time toO time an attitude of suspicion and even

hostility existed between the government and the" RGW

car_tain amount .or;_..._

Asian partlcipation in the lower rungs of thew{tf(_l%cial

Polioe force, but eompared

A8 in the Civil Department there was 8

eatablishme nt, particularly the

vith the pre-1805 period, the Capitans of each of the
Nevertheless, provisions

-

Asian communities had fewer powers.

«




settlement cannot be permansat. It will-be deserted by =
gall orderly 561'501127 and - will become an asylul for the

ﬂagitious and ‘the enemies of -government and Taw, * They
argued that if the Charter was delayed, they would be
buggd by{ duty to exert their authority for reetraining___
‘the turbulent and punéshing the disobedient smong the. -
European inhabitants. By way of 111netration the deipltch

then described the state of the adninistmtion OLJW"*
u it existed. It was in the hands of a Judge and lagiatratc

|ho was appointed by the Governor-—General, and- m hﬂ”"“ T
opinion on all suits where thepar{:ies, or at leut tho-

defendante, were not Eui-opeana This opin:lcn beceme & - -

l_..._,-a»

sentence on being confimed by the I.ieu’cenant—Gmrnor,
who could reverse or alter it if he wiahed. Petty thefts,

assaults and all crimee _r_xe‘f_‘amountingw_o felonx.nm,ﬁild-——

and punished in the same manner by the Judge and llasintrato.a
In order to continue the administration of Justice

until the provisions of the charter cane inte operatian, R

John Dickens was authorized to continue as Judge and

s s

Magistrate under the -former regulatione and 1mstructions,

N
:

and wit;h the same monthly salary of 2,000 mpul. : IG'-'mf""‘

[ S———

Lo oo

2 Penang to-London 12 November 1805, para: 8?-8,’”3‘”"'
92; Kyshe (1885), xxxiii.

3o Penang to London 12 November 1805, para. 89-90' JIA, .
; Kyshe (1885), xxiii-xxxiv.

Penang to London 12 November 1805, para. 91, JIA, VI,
92; Kyshe (1885), xxxiv; Penang Consultations—zx
S8eptember 1805, SSR (IOL) a, 21.
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'fcﬁgtamary in cases amounting to felony, ror the aecused

to be tried by a Court CODBiSt:Lng of the Governor, the

"'Judge and Hagistrate, and a third person choson by then, -

who would report their o opinion to the Governor-Goneral.

.The a:cusetg it found Suilty. waa pnt"mmér close confiim—
sent. This applied only to the native population, and

"the more turbulent European population remain/ed/ on: th. :
1,1334 free fron all restraint, vith h_the power of com '

oot

avery act of in;]ustice and 1rrogular1ty tonrd. hia naigh—
bour .and the most peaceable native, having set st W
all

N -

!atters were inprovgd somewhat 1n Decemb,_;;_’_[ﬂﬁ,'j uhcn.___m

an Ordinary"™, which enabled Dickens to ex-reiao :I.ncrouod

e et = ot

power and Jurisdicti.on until the arrival of tho

7
“of Justice and the Recorder. The h’oreaaod indcpdndlnco_w_i

of the Judiciary was shovtn‘aby the Governor's discontimua-
tion of the aystem of personally_“gountorsigningA '
upon the decisions of the Judge and Ilagistrate.é’ 3

In Octobqr 1805 Dickens subnitted to "Council a memoir

conger: lng tha "enactmnt ‘of laws, civil and cri;ml,_.thl.—

T%: ——

'~--.~~--P°naﬁe tor-l-.—onﬂnn 12 "Rovénoer 1805y - para' -92-5—,»-—*m~-—-——*
y 92-3:. Kyshe (1885), xxxiv. .

6. orai gfrom Oxford Dictionary) - "having inadiato
%Te%f cio and not deputed jurisdiction®,

7 I(i .3.J. Braddell, The Law of the traits Sottlemgs
S8ingapore 1918) V-XXXV§ DaAng
Consultations zo'p,b 1806, (Remrks on rarquhar' :
Report No. 11), 8SR (IOL) XII, 145.

8. Kyshe (-:885) , Xxxvii.
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128,

esteblishment of eivil and eriminal Courts of Justice st .

prince of Wales Island", with a draft of four _proposed

regulations. On his advise these regulations eatablishing
the Judge and Magistrate's Court were approved. The

d.ﬁ_ned, a.nd provisions were made for the appointnont of
a Justice of the Peace, a Provost and a Regi.atrar 2 A L

e e i . e

court of Appealns also establishodMaWz
rocedure were adOpted, unger which the Judge and lasiltrm

: 'as to preside as before.. - In November- a? Oimrt ‘of
Requeats was creatéd "for the recovery of all d-htl~¢nd——————

 demands not_e:meeding 50 Spanish Dollars™ ."‘_ Casen wmto——~—
be heard by a Commissioner, and it was decided that the

office should be held simultaneoualy by the Polico le.sil-

Y e e,

trate. In all cases over 850. an appatl»cou

to the Judge and nagistrato. Paul Kellner, a Gorlln,'
was appointed Police Magistrate and Comnisaioner of the

Court of Requests, a post that was subject to- ‘annual” -

— — e A st

Moy

ppointment and to removal at the pleasure of govermunt. ;

This provision was fortunate, because a year later ho was _

Sy i

" %151- v xxxiii; Penang Consultations 82 October 1805
" PPOndix No. 1), SSR_ (IoL) XX, Regulgtim_‘l A

Pﬁnang Consultations 22 October 1805 (Appendix No.1),
8SR (IoL), XI, Regulation 2, 62-82.

Penang Consultations 22 November 1805, SSR (IOL), 11,
. 476~7; Tan Soo Chye (1950)9 104-

i
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| . .12 | N
mgsed because of corruption, and Thomas KcQuoid,

glready mentioned earlier, was appointed in his place in

13, . Righuli
umer 1806. In November 1805, the Court of Hative

1ders was abolished, and the duties previously perforned-«

that Couré were transferred to the Polica Hagis%raté"“ﬂ'i:
under the orders of Council. Thia complotod “the prooesa ’

gun by R.T. Farquhar, the former Lioutenant—ﬁovernor,

-

?'m:had considerably lessened the powers. andwjurisdiotienﬂ—~—
of the native Gapitans by transforring them to the hands:::.;

RS
.Y

orthe Provost. ; | - R

I | B A

In Hovember 1805 measures were taken to improve the _..

Police establlshment. Parquhar in his report ‘had co:plainod

¢f the *lax and Mefficient‘r-ﬁtate of the Bolice,- which— |

he considered was due to "the same ‘want of power which

16

crgmps the judicial authoritzf, Phillip Dgqugl the

e —

ara. 53, SSR (IOL),’
12, London to Penang 21 April 1Bogi’:opLondon.‘h Rovember———

XXVI, answer to Penang
1806) 81Kgigner was charged with extractin%hon%i:onaod.
duties from the retailers of nrovisio:ffigmwn: aar

and 'receiving bribes to a large Smoun ttvns—~—~f

Tor ;indulgences, remissions of punishments etc. ™
3. Penang Gonsultations 22 Kovember 1805, SSR~GIOL}1~¥}{T-
 479; Pan 8oo Chye (19 50), 105, :

B, Tan Soo Chye (1950), 104.

SR (IOL) i,-
. tions 8 October 1805, SSR ,
5 ElaIgf‘mx(%rggi‘lguizaLieutena.nt-—Govcrnor 25 April 1804); .

lice) SSR QIOL) IX.
and Parquhar's Report 1805, (Po , S3R
. 33rR (IOL) IX;

‘e, Farguhar s Report 1802 (Police), . ; y
85) [ mii' . .
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pew Governor, held the same opinion about the inadequacy

of the Police establishment, and he.vwas in a position to

‘remedy the situation. In Novenber 1805, he put_forward.

8 gseries of proposals for the creation of = new and en]:argod

1
police. esfabaishment which was duly 1.mplemonteé. 4 By '

7/ -

. sontemporary-standards: theése proposals Iookod “1nposi
and etficient. _

First Georgetown was to be patrolled by a_ hond
constable [v?ho m also the Provos_], and two doputy

constables. The town was to be divided into Iour mdl—~——m

or districts, each under a jemadar and t.n peonz "and
watchmen, ‘half llala;r and half Chinese, who were - tvbrmwf—

‘supervised by’ the constables, Socond, the rural district-
outside Georgetown were divided into three districtq,

Jamestown , Kam;;ong Penang and Tandong Iikus, each tm

Lot e b e

e O . 1t = e o - - - )

under the Authori.ty of a constable, a clerk and six peonms. .
Their duties were "to. keep the peace” in their districts,
to keep a register of the number of houses and :thabitantsw;

i SR '

‘a list of local marriagas, births and deaths.

Nithin Geox-geto\m the houses in all streets were to bc

in the register. There were various regulationa for tha

e e e |2\ e e e T RS ———

Penang Consultations 22 November 1805, SSR (IcL),
XII, 461-76.

Penang Consultations 22 Rovembe: 1805, Regulations-
Section 1-2, 3SR (IOL) XII, 465-6.
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arrest of persons. charsed with - "any -erime or nisdameanour"’

—

and rurther instructions to the constables and ‘police

officers concerning the arrest of robbers and "all
descriptions of rogues - vagabonds, vagranta ‘and s
beggars (or suspected persons found "lurking about®", 19 |
_:Eha -duties..of the Police Hagistrate /who was ﬁ.ri‘t:__,_‘_;
panl Kellner and -later Thomas McQuoid/ were also cloarly !

stat:ed. Under his control nre all the constahle. N S

;)emadars and peons and the Provost of Georgoto'n. ‘ H%hu‘l"*—

power to deal with breaches of the peace bya nnlawm

asgemblies, riots and mau.lts, disputos concerning wages

- of labourers and mechanics, the prices of articlel so]j,

.by retail in the market and bazaars, and the borrowing
and lending of sums of money under $50. He was uble %o
punish such offenses by impriaonnent up Yo soven- days and

by fines up to 820. . Since ‘the Court of Native Elders m.“
abolished, all cagses of marriage. death, and complaints

concerning native womon, were to be determined 1n the

e s e -h-w

Presence of the Police lagistrate by priests er othor

Gonpetent perzons from the community concerned. One

Perszn from each community was to be appointed bv tho o
Poli

“¥he-inhabitants gnd- slaves belonging to Nis community.
Another of his duties was to near and determine disputes

—

e Magistrate to assist him and to ko'e'p a register'of' o

S

19, | Ibid., 1, section 3-6, 466~8. |

-




on the island and he was to be guided in his declsions

by the law and orders- of the Gommittee of Assessors, .
appolnted by the Governor and counoil. ~ Under' their ord‘ers -
aldo he wé.a to take charge of all streets and bridges, *to

s ........._...——

_pull down and remove all intrusions and on the Streets and
misances within the boundariea of Georgetom% and to

prevent “monopoly snd f°1‘°8t8111ns" of the market, He

g e,

vas in chaTge of the Jail, the two flre engines, and tho
-~ 20
“covered . wells maintained in each street in case of. Iire

’__‘ .

~ At the same time Governor Dundas presented to Gouncil

setimate of the strength of the Polioe estabmhnen%—-~
a.nd the erpansea involved. The general Police office .at |
Georgetown was to consist of an European he‘ad clerk 'and

.four native clerks in addition to the Poli.ce Hagistrate.

blishment which comprised a head conatable and Provoat,

-

two deputy constables and an overseer of the maz:ket,_tnn.r..—-‘

4Jemadara and thirty peons, In the three country districta

i o b e b ot

of the island the establishment was much smaller, each

havin§ one coustable, one cler.: and 8ix peons., The Pollce

Jurisdiction also extended to Pr071nce WoIlesley. and the'

S8¥ablishment &t Prai- canisﬁed of a constable, a élerk and

i e ol

four peons together wit: a deputy constable at Puloh

————

2. ..IM.», section 11-—17,‘\471-5.
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Jerajah. A small "establishment of the row boat®, -

probably plying between Penang and the main.and,
21 e |
the Police establlshment.b  Aftdr three months operation —

completed

the new Police arrangements were viewed with satisfactioh

by ttie Gov{rnor and Council. In Pebruary 1806 tuey- noted
that " the" Yégulationtr ++ that office... appéar fully “

/

b momm i

calculated to obtain the aubstantial ends of Justice ax”“‘“"‘“"“

. W

| authority, governmental or Judicisl. Charles Feniick, .: :

for instance, who was later asked to leave Penang because

9f his "}ibellous vritings" sgainst the Judge and Magis—
trate, was critical of the 9xiating arrangements. He =~

_described Mr. Dickens as "a single man in a private room

10 a private nouse without any assistance, not cven of

. %t¢ or two merchants versed in the usage of trade; az——————

— - .
Bee Ibid., 480-1 for 1ist of these establishments.

Penang Consultations 20 February 1806, Remarks on .
Farquhar's Report, 3SR (IOL) XII, 146; also S3R
(IOL) IX.

133,
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134,

| | 3
tning totally unknown in cur other Courts of Judicature™s—

An mcident Wh.iCh occurred in the Same year 111ustrated

e et

"tﬁé hoﬂﬁility of certain ]:,'uroPea_ng towards the Judlciary. B

In December 1806 Dickens. wrote to Raffles, then Acting
Socretary,{ complaining of the treatment he had rcceivcd
early- one_mrningﬂfrommoug‘rur, who had "mccoated ’

him whilst out driving" a little before 7 s.m. and - _..T’f,._fw,:._‘._f_.:_;

Trequirad an explanation coe of him" in regard to a caso

tried by him on the- previous day in which Douglas appaarod
:as defendant. chkens expreasea regret to Rafrles at N

the state of his jurlsdiction, which compelled hin to -

examine complaints againsthrltish subgects, bu-t over

wvhom he had no authority, and who resented h.is work as -
24

a "private personal injury".

U

In January i807 the memvers of C"uncil concurred

with Dickens in his conc.rn over, the lack of Judicial
authority and reminded the Dircctors" 6:’ the 'dangerouc
evils arising out of the want of regulsarly estisblished
law authorlty.‘o.n the Island with jurisdiction over’ Europeans

and Natives," 5 In the light of such-incidents; and inthe

T

abﬂenc? of a properly constituted framework of laws, thg

arrival of the Charter of Justice definltely :meroved thc

‘8itustion and brougnt to an e.d the period oi‘ lawlessness
. 26 .

and legal chaos in Penans-

S

#3  Fenwick to Governor and Council 22 Uctober 1806.
Ounted 4 M O RNaiaran. Pnhlie Adminiastration in
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48 defendant. chkens expressed regret to Rarfles at . — :

be state of his jurisdiction, which compelled hin to Z

nine complaints against Br:.tish subgects,—m over—~————"—‘

vhom he had no authority, and who resented his work as-
24 .

"private persona]. injury®.

U

In January i807 the members oi’ Council concurred

ith Diékqetis in his conc.rn over_the lack of Judici"al’"- o
uthority and reminded the Directors of the "danaerous
eVils ar181n out of ‘the want of regularly. established..—-—-———a

klaw authority on the Island with Jurisdiction over Europeans .

| 25
&and HatLves. " In the ught xa%n%ﬁand—ir—m—“

, &bsence of a properly constituted framework of 1aws, the

‘ &rrivai of the Charter of Justice definitely 1mproved the

; Bituation and brough't to an e.d the period of lawlesshess-
i 26 ‘

&d legal chaos in Penang

Fenwick to Governor and Council 22 Uctober 1806,
Quoted in C.C. Rajarao, Public Administration in
P] eénang 1586—18;2 gAcadem c ercise, vers of ,
aya ’ . o i e T
Kyshe (1885), mv—-mvii. ' |
 Tan Soo Ohye (1950), 105.
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Oon 28 May 1808 BMS. Phaetcm arrived at the ’Presidency

cith Sir Edmond Stanley, the Recorder, on board. He

rought Wit? him the Letters Patent dated 25 March 1807,
| wt&blismg_fihe Conrt_ ouudicam
27 - h , |

gland.  All public duties previously performed by tha .

udge and Magistrate were to cease on the promxlgation

¢ the Letters Patent, and Dickens was to deliver to the

ey Conrtzall Judicial records, regiaars and other
8

ocuzents. The sudden change of status was apparently --——

-
ot well received by him snd’ he perﬁ 8 relt that he.

hould have received a more appreciative recognition of

his services than a mere order to resume his functions

s a Barrister at Fort William. Dickens vented his sense

e

f {njury M“cmaépond ce with both the Penang and rort
which was deemed bothv 'diarespectrg}

111iam governments,
He also addressed the Court of Directors

R .
bout the matter. ,

- and improper”".

P

PR

on}l.nay:rsoasu,

At a special Council nacting

Edmond Stanley was received and the menbers proceeded to -

i the Letters Patent _ — ———

U )

f the Court House in order to re

establishing the Court of Judicature. “Thééé”i%re,gnjy

g

Penang Consultations 30 May 1808, SDR (IOL) xxx, 604 ;5
also S5R (IOL) VIII, 57. See pavies (1956), 19,

Cullin and Zehnder l 905), 26. Por account of Stanley's
career sea Kyshe (1885), 11iv-

Penang Consultations ?O ay 1808, SSR (IOL) XIX, ,
605-6; also SSR (IOL vVIiIiI, 57-8.

Bengal to Penang 5 August t 1808, Penang uonsultations
8 September 1808 S3R ’(I0L) XX, 977-9.

.

e e e . .
B T e e T Ve T - TR - T T St P —n o . e o~ . . ol .y o . o o - . P B e e PR N jgw  pEE R
. e omw  Fme — o
ey - fre. R ey e e pmE M . ey . - ey
- - s

e



13%6.

.ad,and the Governor and other Jn.dges_took_tthe oaths ——
escribed by the Charter. James Carnegy was elected the

t Sheriff until 29 Septéﬁﬁéf;3o' The Letters Patent
orized the establishment on Penang of such Courts as
re necess‘ry for "the due Administration of Justice, and
Jecurity of the Persons, Rights and PrOperty of the
bitants, and the public Rcvanue of anﬂ tho ‘!rial
Punishment of capital and other Offcnsoa cmittod,

d the Repression of Vice," - They also "laid down the
spective powers and functions of the wvarious Courts and .
eir officials. B -
First, the Charter providecL Ion*ahconrt,ot_ﬂmré,—to———
called "The Court of Judicature at Prince of Walo:

R B

1and". The Court was to consist of the G»overnor. thrdc -

?Councillors and one other Judge to ‘be called the Rggom.____

e —— v L —— - e T B

who was to be appoi.nted by Letters Patent and who was to

be a Barrister of England or Ireland of not less than I

«J

ﬁ.ve years standing. !lhile the. Rocord,or me

a 581&17 of £3,000 per annum (or $12,000), the Governor o

md Councillors were to re;give no fees in addj.tio}—te—————————
,their prescribed salaries. The Court was to appoint a |
R‘gistrér to enter up its records and register its.

Proceedings. The Court was also to appoint annually on

Penang Consultations 5’1 May 1808, SSR (I0L) XIX, 60‘7-8.
3SR (IOL) VIII, Letters Patent, page 3.
-—-—-Ibid" 49 7‘9¢ ’




— B | _ . . 337,

ere to execute all the writs _summonses, rules, orders,

'arrants, commands of t;he court and to detain in prison

ourt- '])ﬁxe ;jurisdiction and powers of the Court wese

| gimilar to those of the superior Courts in England,-in-  /

1411 civil and criminal actions’ -and suits, in all revonno

patters, and in the control of a11 infer:lor Courts. It

also had jurisdiction as an ecclesiastical Court, "so far

as the several religions, manners and custm of thc

{nhabitants would admit". Ib was to try all snit:s concern—

ing trespasses or injuries, debts or demands, Tights P
titles, claims or ciemanda,_of, in, or to any houses .
lands etc. in -Penang. It had authority over  the perso_na :

and estates of infants and lmatxmﬂnd undar 1155 —_—

ecclestastical Jurisdiction it had power “to granﬁrobataa
of the last wills and testaments of any :lnhabit.anta, and
to commit letters of administration of the goods, chattels;"

PRSI SHPIP RS

and credits-of- persons dying mtastate or without am =

34 |
- chto_n.,_____next_t -0

proceddres to be followed by the Court. Its fi_nancial

)
affairs were to be handled by an Accountant Genera%. of

e+ s

the Court who was to be the Company 8 Treasurer.

3. Ibid., 9-12.
4. Ibvid., 14-21. . |
%. Ibtd., 21-35. . | | ,
%. Ibigd., 31-3.
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to inquire into all treasons, murders and othei'-fe].onies.

forgeries, per,juries, trespasses and other crimes and

usdemeanoilrs eommitted in Penang. The Court was to emine

and gj,ve judgement in all these cases, and to qdmin:lptei‘
riminal justice following the same procedure as si_nﬂar
ourts in England with provisions for modification

e et A v— oty

sccording to "the several religions manners and naagea

.I the native inhabitants®. The Sheri!f qu to sumpon a

umber of the principal inhabitants to gserve as g zr-md

s v

ury, consisting of between thirteen and twenty th}.;oe
ersons. The majority of the grand jury /not less than

seven/ would be sufficient to authorize any statament to

Q\larter Ses.; ions. It was to_ nominate and appoinhsuitabl&——

3. Ibid., 35-7. | .




139.

-’

by constables ih England as far as the different areligions,
customs and manners of the different inhabitants would = _
gllow, and it was to delegate their authority owver certain
districts and classes as was required. The Court at its

- ngrter Se sions was to have full power and anthori’cy,

| ,ﬁ;hout anJ “inquest or ;]ury, "to enqiire of, hear and

detemine all Breaches of the Peace, Quarrels, Contro-

and other Crimea and Miademeanours, except Treason

versies,
and Felony", and to pass ;judgement on all offenders. Lll

J.P.s, constables and other magistrateawere to be

subordinate to the Court of Judicature. . e

U

Pinally, the Court of. Judicature was authorizeci to..

f Requests, for the recovery of small

egstablish a Court o
t axceeding $32 ...

debts and duties or matters in dispute no

in value. It could appoint any of the inhabit_anmtn_,ha____’

Judges of the Court, it was to decide the extent of -Juris-

arious grorups of inhabitants, and to. g
Like the other Courts,

diction over the Vv

frame rules for its adminiatration.

was su‘b,ject to the orders and. "control

the Court of Hequasts

of the-Court-of -Judicabures—
The last few paragraphs of the Letters Patent concernsd
the Proclamation of the Charter and 'che consequent tami,,,

nation -of.bowe'r of all previous Courts and thelr officers.

- ) . b
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the tranSferrir}g of impending suits to the new Court, and

the swearqigg in of the Governor, Councillors and the

gecorder.  The MOS“f"ﬁi)Gi‘tan“t point, however, about the
conrt of Judicature as established by the charter was that
the poweis of the Executive and the Judiciﬁry were not

clearly separated. According to Braddell,this was "a '

¢asuse ;)f endless friction until they vere saparated 1n
5

v s

The—eourt—sat—for*thrﬁ time on 3 June 'f808

L m m e el L g o B e THe e T e T s B e S e TR e BB ws G s T e SRy acn S e SR ShE SERr

and the appointment of officers, the passing or rules

| and orders » and other necessary businees was °°“’p1°t°d 1n

P P v

subsequent: sittings. 1Initially, the efficient operation of

o 1 et A, W — T

the Court must hive been affected by the lack of trained ;
personnel. In the absence of any qua.lified person, . ‘
Raffles was appointed Acting Registrar on 10 June 1808 o :
to help carry on the business of Gourt. He did not hold

the post for long,because on 25 July he went on leav&tcw
¥alacca,and William Young was appointed in his place,

/ ' : 3
On 27 July William Robinson was appointed IAccountant 2

o w4l e o wTw e

e

———

T -

vl 459, | |
- Braddell" .(1918), 14, y : \ :

The Governor and the Recorder took the bench, and tho .e
first case heard was an ecclesiastical one, where 5*
letters of administration were asked for "in the Goods

of Andrew Cartwright, deceased”. Kyshe (1885), xj_, i
- Brgddell (1918), 19-20; Kyshe (1885), xl-xli. | :

SR———
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.

' eneral of the Court, and in August the post oIA,cl:j n,,,g..
egistrar vas again Changed and two sworn clerks, William

oung and William Rolls were appointed. In September, a

T
,new Sheriff, Thomas McQuoid was nominated. The first

La' Agent ) {of the Court, the English solicitor John Hewitt,

yas admitte& an Attorney of the Court_on-:4 November: 1868—‘—-—"

41

fhen in January 1809 he was appointed Registrar of the ;
AN

Gourt, but did not remain 1on$ in that offi,ca. e

J————

In January 1809 the establishment of the Court was

jecided upon. Besides the ususl clerks sand & mumber of ™

ition of the needs of the multi—-ra,cial__,,___d._
n the es f&l)'ﬂ?sﬁant

peons, z;/mcogn
society was shown by the inclusion o

of a number of interpreters for the Hala_,y_g,,__]}ndj_ﬁa;ngﬂ__ggd "

Chinese, who co1ld act as writers as well. At the same

time it was decided that. the Sheriffls-estab.
lerk to assist the Under—Sheriff /a

r salary/, & goaler, bailiffs

should include a ¢

Europeaﬁ ,judging by his highe
a5 -

and peons. The Court alsp ordered that the various

tables of fees be translated Lnto the different native

18n&u&ges and. QW
SI‘OUP, for the information of the "lower and inferior classe

e business of Gourt at t_lgls _

of people”. It appears that th

—

M. Penang Consultations 21 July 1808, S8R (I0L) XX,
806 ; gand see Kyshe (1 1885), x1i (lfé_f-of establishment
Penang Consultations SSR. (IOL) VIII, 113, List of
Establishment of Court of Judicature (undated)

probably March 181 O.

Penang Consultations 5 Janua
19-20.

ry 1809, 3s3R (IOL) XXII,
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e et e b 5 17 A LN g

yith long. intervals in Bgtween, and ror much of the time

the Recorder sat alone.

The Court in its capacity as Court of Qﬁarter
gessionslsat for tho first time on 11 June 1808. The

of the Cmmcﬂlors. At its- Quarter Sassj.ons, the degns

of the Court were termed "Magistrates".- - According to

Kyshe, the cases trled at this Court were very trivial, _
but it still sat frequently, possidbly due to tha small
mumber of civil cases in the Court of Judicature. “Latg;t

in 1315, when the business of the Court of Judicature had
increased, the Recorder issued an order for the Court
47

of Quarter Sessions to 8it only rour times a year.

‘ The Court o,t' MMmMOHW
held its opening; session on 5 September 1808, and the

Governor, the Recorder and the three Councillox‘s wore

present, There was a long list of ¢asés to be heard,

epmts v v ooy

showing the arreéars into which the’ previous Court h.ad

Ce i b o

time was not: very. heavy, as only a few ‘cases were tried,

fnecorder presided and with him sat_ WJ.—«PhﬁiW

fallen. 1n—oonduet1ng»its“bus1ness. “Ifnong these were six’

_“868’ of murder, all of which were-found guilty -and -~

Onteneed to death. At this sessrbn a petition m e

“presented to Court b, a pumber of prlsoners who had boon

[ S—

%. Kyshe (1885), xliii. | L
4. Ivid., x1iii.
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l¢ 2
er7ing sentence since 1806, requesting that their cases i

and‘sentences be reconsidered Their petition was granted;

gome were allowed- to leave the 1sland and others were

, 48
: discharged and the rest of their sentences annulled.

. 49
Mter(some months of planning, . a Court.of Requests

vas established from 1 Jply 1809,“35&”1&5'pbiufﬁwiﬁiﬁ”'j“
gnnwxions-followed—the provisipnx'laia down in-the Charter.

It was to consist of three Gommisaioners. The Head ~._~'.~-...,..

Couissioner was to be George Caunter, the Buperintendent

£

of Police (with an additional monthly salary of 8200); -gnd -

two covenanted civil servants, J.C. Lawrence and Thom.

Wgafﬁés. acting in an unpaid capaeity,aere——toassiwmr——
They were to be aided by a European clerk, Julius Cesar,

and an establishment of the usual jemadar and peons, an

w

iinterpreter and native ‘writers, and six bg;.u,cg, __j;'/g_,_gn.,__.__
Georgetown and four resident .in the country districta. o
This showed that the interests and jurisdiction of thes&

Court were to extend well beyond the limits of Georgetown. -

_¥I

In January 1809 the Governor pointed outthat in

-tonsequence -of - the -establishment of the Court-o6f-dJudicaturey

"lterations were needed in the Police establishment. Since

e

© - rrn g a6

Ibid. ' xliii-—xliv.

See Penang Consultations 16 March, 6 April 1809,
SSR (IoL) xxII, 218-23, 251-4. . v

Kyahe (1885), xliv; Penang Consultations 18 May
809, 388 (IOL) xxII, 306-24, 427-33.

,4_______________;J................._____J
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| S m
‘yis Police department prior to the establishment of the

court was responsible for all the criminal« and most of

of Sheriff and Coroner, he felt that a substantial reduotion
"”ahould takg place, equal to the additional axpense

and Coroner, the Police Magistrate — 1n macmt"y””
;,;commissioner of the Court of Requests, and th. peons_

B2 .
required by the Rec srder's Court. AllJMiOMA}I—ﬁhQ
kmised Police establishment were therefore reduced,;-' - ~’~~.-«

‘extensive use was still made of the Asian inhabitants,

\’k partlyﬂ._.perhaps‘_because of . their- lower-rateof pay saxd .
because few suitable Europeans were available. The

e s st

‘general Police office at ‘Georgetown m to consist" of’i

R e o TALIT B

;EurOpean clerk and interpreter, two Eh.u*opean _gm&gblﬂn._m

two native clerks, and four jemadars to supervise 34

peons or day and night watchmen. The establishments for

,tl}e country districts, of Jamest own,-lanp@ag-?mze’ngwﬂt““‘”"
Tanjong Tikus were also  reduced frdr a constabdle, a clerk
and g ix_peonsﬁto_a—eoﬁstab}e—wd—fmmu or

”:Point Jlellesley on the mainland. retained its constabla,w__.__

i ———— e

clerk and_ten peons, to which it had been increased since

1. The new Police Magistrate was George Caunt;er, an
uncovenanted member of the prd-1805 establishment,
who had returned to Penang, and on the Court's orders
had taken over the office from Thomas McQuoid in
August 1808. See Penang Consultations 2 June,

21 July 1808, SSR (IOL) XIX, XX, 680, 817+18. )

‘I"zfgng Congultations 5 January 1809, SSR (IOL) Xx11,
6.
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45,

| R |
18’35 PuIOh Jerajah retained its deputy constabley-while St

the establishment of the row boat, Operat;ing between

Penang’ P?ognce .fellesley and Puloh Jera,jah, was abolished

utogether.

et s o e

The inédequacies of this new eatablisMent/aoon became

spparent, and were pointed out in llev 1809. | Beéaﬁse thero w
were no regulations ror the registry of the different.:

racial communities on the island, the nativo constablnsh____-z

aided by people from each comun,ty,were required to mko

s register of all people resdiding in their district, both _
in the country and in Gedrgetoin. " It was also felt that.__...__

a more general distribution of the police establiafmorit

each district was necessary. Since several Eurbpeat_x

oftered to act as h gh constables, their ofrer was acccptOd..
The new measures 1ntroduced in ¥ay 1809 did not naterially
affect the General Police Office at Georgetown. The only

hanges were the addition of interpreters and :wearers, -

0 .yIbuz!~-olerks~-—~~for—ngistering'm8, showing the
ecessiry of employing non-Europeans for the necessary
Ommunication with the numerous rac:.al groups. ) ‘.l‘he n.l‘ca“mm_m

utaide Georgetown was henceforward divided into four

— 10 v s

v

+ See ibid., 17, for list of establishment.

54 szilng Conaultations 18 May 1809, SbR (I0L) xx11I,
Se

p !
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1nstead of three, namely, -Jamestown, Glugor, —————

elutong and Telok Ayer Raaah Each was to be controlled

y the voluntary Bolice officcrs chosen from the 1eading

European landowners residing there. That; Thomas McGee
and John Du‘bar were to control the 'e'stﬁblishment in two -

stricts, and Dayid- Brown An- ‘three, showed the exteat of -
heir prOpertles on the island, Other men who were to .

ontrol tne Police eatablishment in their districts ';ro___ ..

Fl

he establishments beneath them in the fbur'diqtriotl

districts, particularly. Jamestown. This time the peon_a

A p—————————" o

mts. Tne deputy*cunstablv”"orr*PHIOh mmm ’Bﬁi‘niff“'"
onstable ;xsxd ten peons in Province féellesley remained
Shortly afterwards,in December 1809, the Police
#8tablishnents. in the country districts were found to*ifé""*;‘*
Wfiqient and a request was made by the J.P.s, Pea.rson,
Phillipg and Lrskine, that they be 1ncreased. This was

e T T e i et e

f:thOrefore carrled out. “ For example, at: Jamestown thero

5. 3ee Ipia., 438-442, for list of the police establish-

—————

ments,

»




A Chineae head constable a.nd a Ch:lnese

ter and asaistant ‘were a.llotted to the Glugor diatrj.ct
the nuq{)cr of :]mdara and- pceuw “increased In o

" Phe Police establishmént
sttled at the rsnd of- 1809—'u~ gunerally fomw adoqnat”"‘“‘”f”‘“

. . . A
R

e it

m‘ his Pr"d"’mf’r’ Staniey found hm.lf» at’ log‘or-' T
ads fron tino to tine both M“N’“’“

e -+ s 7
e o

vith some of the more roealcitrant W/ — =
Brawples of botﬁ‘fypes o’f?i?:‘.otlon appeared in thﬂ.nm_..——m
"' yura, and sometimes it 1s to be anzpeotod that the B

R S,

somevhat pompous attitude of the Rocordor h:l.-nolf was
Partly to blame, A few lmtmmMW

lnderatanding arose botvoon the Govcrnnent and the. m
over his refusal to have amrthing to dé vith the nppointlcnt

Police ofﬁcers in the different districts, an tho Cem

stound. _that-1¢- was- —local-matter; best Judgsd by local.——
!asiatratos. He did not wish to interfere in the nonination

. Pen.ng Consultatjons 7 December 1809, SSR (IOI.) mn,
1049-53, 1055.
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¢ these persons or in the expensés incurr ed- he only
57
gished to point out their legal duties.v ~ The constables

re du]_y appointed and it ah Jears that Stanley's conten-
tion was later supported by the Court 3 4 Directors, who

e

- 4

Shortly after his arrival; Stanley~alao-had his .“tirst“"‘“ ”
aste of the attitude of some of the Enropeans, a’nd_ht‘“”‘“t‘i‘ ”‘

1m1y. The ﬁ.rst case came before him at Quarter Seggim__.

Deeember 1808 when- Cuthbert Fenwick was accneed of

ving challenged Thomas HcQuoid to fight .a duel when in

s

e execution of his duty as High Sherirf.Fenwick was

¥ogistrotes and read in Court on 14 May". __For _this_he

Kyshe (1885), xlv. ~ . "
London to Penang, draft answer to Penang to London J
2 August 1809 . (para. 33, 37), 53R (IOL) VIII, 467-9.

Kyshe (1885), xliv.




s gent to goal for a month, but after petitioning the

court on.the grounds of ill-health and the crowded state. .
' 60

of the ,jail, he was, surprisingly enough released.

In July 1810 the attitude of some of the' better cless

| of Suropeans was demonstrated when an - uproar and diso:*der],.y

' ’

cane WAS created in the Court room by four of the

oluntary constables who wished to resign their posts.

equests to that effect ‘'had been submitted.to_Counc’Ll-on—*—-——~

July by David Brown, John Dunbar, Thomas MNcGee and
.. 61

eremiah HcCarthy, all constables and prominent 1andomers.

ccording to the Court records, thesa,meuppW

gourt on 10 July and Interrupted the proceedings, a serious
ed to. .,.L'

S

occurrence since all were Police constables, Suppos

uphold the law, and David Brown was, in ad.dition, “the / -

Sheriff . According to. JM~WW tn.o&—

. to act as constables was that the Court was prepai‘ﬁd. to .

18 brought against him qnd others,
pel—constabreB’—‘“’;"

e

consider suits and-actio!

and that the law could not.-appoint and -com

to act against their o'vn will. The Recorder, reIerring o

to their attirudc as j.n.:‘ultiﬂm contemptuous and highly

considered that “the real ob;ject.oz-,thaix-‘,..,__._

disrespelctru,l,
behaviour was to "insult the Recorder and the._ Gourji*"{ ,1,5:“

to degrade it in the eyes of the native subjects and others,
» ‘ ‘ .

T ——

60, Ibid., xlvii.
61. Penang Consultati

882-5,

62, This referred to a case of a native egainst John Deens
for an assault by beating. and kicking him, which had-

. been tried that day in Court. Kfﬂhe (1885). xlviii.

ons 6 July 1810, SSB (IOL) IIVII, |
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the face of the Court from doing his public duty, and
mistering law to the natives...." 3“';1; Court met again
17 July .1810 to enquire into the disorder created by

e four gegtlemen, ‘and the sentence passed on them inclnded
fine and the readiiig"or a public' ai)ology in Court. It

was pointed out that since Penang had long boen ﬂthont :

a proper system of law, it was possible that the partial

: \ st

“not have realised the dangeroua consequences of auch

fens es, and that lenient punishment would prevent the
64

repetition of such outrages in future.

dissensions bet‘waen the Recorder and some of the Euro an

et s st o s

inhabitants.. For example, certaj.g ]._e_t_tera were. tr:l.tM———-—

EurOpeans complaining about Stanley 8 conduct of cases

in Court, _The first_ lettar._m WMW

, i}_@h‘g};e case,_John: Baird vs. Bmtto.—-—@'no—i‘enmmrchmr“
accused Stanley of making insinuations about the conduct

of the individuals involved in the case, Stanley considered
this a fhreat if not a challenge, and a "heavy censure- — —

upon him for doing nothing more than his public duty®,

d he complained of ‘the frequent attacks made on the

v g B

See 1bid., xlviii-xlix for complete account of the
events in the Court Room, taken from the Court Records.

For report of the ‘Court's proceedingé see Penang
COHSul]t;:)ations 19 July 1810, S3R (IOL) XXVII, 914-38;;

and Kyshe (1885), xlix-l. L ' ]
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) T .65
ourt from different quarters, Then in August 1812

ne Recorder received a letter containing "scandalous

: and malicious libel”, “detamation and slander” (111' -~

eference to an action brought. by the creditors of the

ate James-Scott against his executor, Willism Scott)

ron Robert. Scott, who had managed Scott's estuto, ana
ose “splendid equipage® and the s¥yle he 1lived in had
een questioned by the Recnrderr Scott 'snbscqnmil.y s

ote a letter of apology for his "Yiolent and da ]
66
ontempt" in sending such a letter. , o s ,_______T__;_

-

fwo other probleins' concerning the Judiciary were — - ——
ry much apparent at t;his time. - "First there m “the .

ontinuing one- of obtaiﬁing Hiciently trained persons

f the Court; and second becauao of the same ahortage

f suitable f people, the functioning of the Court of

Wuesf:s was considered somewhat inafficient. In thé
,;VOluminfua correSpondence carried on between thd"'ﬁbcordor .

?:‘and thef Government on these subjects, undertones of

disagreement were from time b0 time" apparent "Onu"vannbt“**
¢lp but sympathise with Stenley, hovever, when he pointed
:°‘1t thnt when he accepted the office, he had no idea of

5. Kihe (fode). 1L,
+ Ibid., 14-111.
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he size of the task he had undertaken, and that he had

ndeavoured to put thg7Charter 1nto operation with very
ittle qualified aid.

.

It was therefore necessary to procure quickly a

omﬂetent m(an of character and firmness to actwa,é Registrar.

The difﬁcultj arose from the un'illingness of any legal
en of ability to leave a more profitable position at -

68
gnang. After the resignation of chitt in Ausu.st 1810

he other Presidencies for the small salsry offered at . : .

he post of Registrar was occupied by a Mr, Jones from

that capacity until the appointment of #1l1liam Benge
October 1812. Benge, too, died in-Hovatnber 1813, fo :

suitable person to act as Registrar, when '111 1811

ouncil raised the salary of Jones, the Registrar, the |

raiced. his-disapproval-to ComncitT-that Hﬁoﬁ action

ad been taken without his knowledge. He argued that the

urisdivction. Council however,_ strong Y ughgld 1ta

7. Stanle to Bruce 2 August 1810, Penang Consultations
gt 1810 SoR (I0L) XXVII,-1003-5; —also S T ‘

L VIII, =571, J
Ibid. Penan Consultations 30 Angust.181oT~SSB~(IOL) - r

T I!"“‘VWZ;G also S3R (IOL) ViiI, 2734, 566. 4

7
83R (IOL) VIII, 273; Penang Consulta'.ions SSR (IOL) :
ebruary, 16 May 1811, GGR (IOL) XXX, 123y 520; ~ ;
15 October 1812, XXXV, 1537; & November 1813, XL, N
869-70 ' [

]




docision to increase the Registrar 8 ssl"“““‘, on the grounds

9 person of good character and legal competance.‘ In

813, in the absence of a Registrar, somewhat heated

om-espond ce again took place between the governnont

e e

and the Recorder when the Tetter pointod out the ditﬁ.cultiu

-
e had in carrying out his duties in these eiremtmn. ;

His dirficulties ‘arising fron the absence of g_n.mm—-—-—

vere alleviated in 1814 by the arrival of chhibatd“m_”

-akeo 92’
tho became the Company's Lav Ofﬁ.cer in thc ano year.

~ In May 1812 Governor S_Qj_on,dnn_a.ttmtion—te—%m——————

equests,if Pe_nang was to secure a‘che‘ap and si.n'plc‘nodow:-
4 a&ﬂusting small monetary claims, particularl.y um);g
he lowbg: classes of -{nhabitants n—theabse

ffestive machinery for this purpose the public were

enbership., Of the original three Oomissioners, R!.fﬂ'l

| p— Tp—

Peimng Consultations 14 February 1811 SSR (IOL) xx,
198-21 5. ] o rm oot et -

Penang Gonaultations 13 Hovember 1813, SsSR (IOL) XL,
1891

. Penang Consult tions 24 February 1814, - (I0L) XLIIX,
Penangaconsultations 16 July “815 8SSR (IOL)

3
ILIV 1510-12. . | |
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73 : | .
ge oaunter, had. recently died.  Of those @pointed

, sor
in their place, Cousens, who was ofriciating as Lcting .

ecretary, ,_'fas unable to attend because of his heavy
| juties in that capacity, and the 'attendancc of Phipps,

‘;;; .

| the Acting ountant was infrequent for the same reaaon.

| is @ "golutioen, Governor Seton suggssted that the mnbor ::J‘

PR

? the Comnissioners night be moreased ‘to ensure . T

ering vith their ofticial duties- ..Bnt_.li.nGO—thQ 42!190——-—-—

yas an nnpaid one, - no printe personz could be cxpoctod

0 accopt it, end 1t could thereford consist,,pm.ly of .
onnanted servants. He stressed that regular oittlnp

¢ the Court were necessary, but this was extremely

difficult while the Commissioners continued to officiajo .‘\‘ |
75 o e tia
’ u hea!' : D | ms . . ,.v.,,,..i..—— - : — “M;.;

These comunts initiated a prolongcd d:ucnuian

:ﬁ between the Governor and the ecorder.. The Rooordtr ntatod.

:°f,\irregu1arity in $t8 sittings. Rishard Oatmtcr, Rhe

75.. Pensng Consultations 18 April 1812, S8R (IOL) XXXIV, ASE
T ommissioner!'s original aala:ywt“iaoe:f"
g‘;;n mgighh::fg gboliahed on the ordors of the Directors
in 1811, 8ee London tO Penan% answer to Penang
to London 2 August 1809, S8R I0L) VIII, APQ=81 4.
Penang Consultations 8 August 1811, 888 (IOL) IXXI1,
944—'50 ' .

75 Penang Consulta‘t;j_onﬂ 9 May 1813, Minute by Governor,
83R (IoL) IXXIV, 907-912. L
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poin“d out, had succeeded his uncle as Police Hagistrate,

put not as Head Commissioner of the Court of Requests,

pecaus e he preferred to retain his post of olerk to tho

otheT Commissioners, which had a separate salary attanhod.

Kl

i In congoqu ce, the dutiea or the Head Commissioner had -

B S - —
2 — o —
e by - _.—.—---—«—-—-——“‘—"/

| dml‘v‘ed upon the Company 8 covenantod servants, " The

f suggested *bhat on the death of George Caunter his —
d have been aopointed in his tvo-told / T

successor shoul

capacity of Police Hagistrate and_ﬂﬂad,ﬂmmaionil oL

~ the Oourt of Requesta, ‘80
one Comnissioner would take place every: Court da;y.
a been unwilling to assume thi —

“that the attendance of at leant

Bichard Baunter however ha

post. Prom the nature of the Recorder s letter, th‘ e

Governor took 1t to mean that natives night be appointod
1t would be impossible. in Pcnang-—

b"cauﬂe/a Court composed of such ;judges vould n°11,’£?"5

The only hope of
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fComiss_i,oners. This he fe

R EAST gL THEE

°°’maﬂd respect nor inspire confidenceo

Scquiring a well qualified person for the pasitien of- Hoad

———

T T PR g .

%. Pénan Consultations 18 JulY 18123 Recorder to
Coune{l, SSR (Ieﬁ) , 951-71. ,
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77

Gmmissioner was to offer a more attractive salary. .

e Recorder agreed that Richard Caunter, the Police -

yagistrate, would be as competent to do the duty of
78

commissioner, as that of Clerk in the Court, Subsequent

i
|
|
%

appointmentg. showe:l that c'oven.apt ed servants, 'prg_ama__p_]_‘_y__::::

/

f—_

those with less burdemsome civil duties, continued to be

appointed'Commissioners, and from the lack of evidenece

to the contra_lfxlfj_._t ,_s.e,ema._ﬁtha.twthis_system—{unct&onedﬁ*‘—"

aatisfactorily; ' The covenanted servants who acted as .
Commissioners from 1812 to 1817 included J.L. Phipps,

R, Ibbetson and W, @_ggﬁh-mo;narmepIaeW

¥, Sartorius, K. ilurchison and J. Anderson. v
Prior to _i@_ﬂ,Z_,th&,annualLy-—g?pW

Sheriff of Penang was chosen from am‘ong the private J

Europea : land OE‘E"P?_?? .. But frouaﬁgww

o o e S ST
o ey e r—

the behaviour of David Brown in 1810, the"Shefifgg were
Tre

chosen from among the covenanted. civil servants.

77. Penang Consultations 18 July 1812, Minute by
Governor, SSR (IOL) XXXV, 975-92.

78. Penang Consultations 54 - July 1812, Recorder to Council
33R (IOL) XXXV, 1053-%. "Richard Caunter had been
erk of the Court of Requests since February 1811,

Yma gultations 28 Pebruary 1811 3SR (IOL) -
Se¢ Penang Cons " uagist;a Sz (

XX, 257-8. He then became Polic . |
_ November 1811aafter~tnefnnp:rtafatfﬁiusagalfs?‘ﬂzz"
uncle, George Caunter, who died shortly afterwards.
Sou Dinang Gonsultrtions 28 November 1811, 78 April
1812, S3R (I0L) XXXI, XXXIV, 1524=24 456. Riochard -
Caunter became a Junior Commissioner of the Court of
Requests and vacated nwis position as Clerk of the :
Court in 1817. See Penang Consultations 25 September :;
f

1817, 33R ‘(I0L) LXII, 360. ‘ , :
v . «.‘4

7. See Appendix III B. _ » | a
80, See kppendix III A. . : | :
. I
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{1116 ﬂsdom of this change may be questioned in the light

of the Recorder’s comment on Ibbetson, the Sherifi ofﬂthat —
| in November 1816. He entered in the Court Book that |

; . Robert Ibbetson, the High-Sheriff of -Prince of Walas "

| 1gland and the Paymaster of Government, has neva

/

ppointment to the officeof High—-SheriIf honorod his
 jajesty's Court with his presence... nor has he even been
resent on any occasion at any part_of_thc procudinga'»’ot"‘—’

he Court, nor has the Recorder...ever seen him in Gonrt or

| elsewhere since his appointment to that office of High~
eriff.” 81 Tnis was a reflection on. thaicharaetoszof—toﬂk—

betson, but his reputation was not apparantly larrcd b'y

his stricture, because two years later he' was again appoin"*f"
ed Sheriff:’d&fter the passing of another decade, he bcom :
overnor of the Straits Setggggpgggi, on_;ha_oxhax,hann,_xh.-

the previous year, when Stanley pointed out that in two

letters addressed to him: by the government, the words "The

onorable” were omitted.

expressed regret and surprise"” that such
82

°°mplaint should have been made at all.

as accidental and .

et o e b
Lo e r——

Recorde to Petrie 2 June 1815, Minute by Governor
4 June {815, Council to Recorder 5 .June 1815, Penang
Consultations 10.June 1815, SSR (10L)XLIX 1038-1045.

¥ . )
/

Council explained that thc -omizsion

Kyshe (1885), Iiv. | : -
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7 The 1810 reductions oqﬂhe Penang establishment had
eft the Judicial la)epartnent, both 1ts Courts and its

olice'. unt_‘uched. - But in 1816 the Diroctors oonsiderod B

s ovommpunsded

ertaln - uctions nccassury ol

; ¢ in thn
land's adninj.stration. !ho offico of lacordu' was t”o

ain unchanged,but reductions vere to take place in -

hi'conrt establishments. l"halalldnnco of the under- —-
horiff or clerk was to be reduced from $150 to 0100, and

hat of the clerk of the Court of Requests was aililarl.l

uced from $100 to $50. Raductiom~~in-~tho~~?olsi:t
artment were also oxpocted to be carried ocut,  The

Penang Council commented that though thc c:pmu of tho"""‘

r— s e 797 »rn»--«l

Gourt of Judicature was 81863 nonthlyJ the fees l.jhl____.____

| ude a considcrablo contribution to thc salaries

f the registrar and his clerks. . lavcr&holua, reductions
re made from the salaries_of. “the WW

‘nd—one assurbnrdo.r and three peons were considered
Wnecessary., A reduetion of $53 was therefore u,@, . The
atter, however, would not take effect until Sir Edwand

tanley ‘relinquished his office. . The cost of the runining

RS

5« Bee Appendix II N ' .
. .,.%ondan to Penang 7 Pebruary 1816, pa¥as:-28=32; -~ S
M) 02 368-700 o

‘ “ v :



the extent of 81 350,hence the expense t:"govement was_
only about $460. With the $50 reduction from the salary

t tha under-sheriff, the removal of two peons, and a. \
reduction 0‘ the 'ritel"ﬁhnd tumkey 8 aalary, the: Sheriff's
[establishment was reduced by $70, from $325 to $225, The
; Qoroner's office. the smallest cstablishnent was redﬁcod ;
by only $5 for one peon to $55. The $50- taken from the =
uary of the clerk was the only reduction nade in tho

. stablishment of the Court of Requests, and since the
| fees of this QQ}!{%NMSZQEQdQSLtheacnstWOLLts—MabHW

dver $400 monthly, the members of Council expressed the
pe that the Directozfajould restore the salaryfvo_‘f‘r--tfloo\«.‘«_----n:-»-

o the clerk, ‘Richai‘d.cannter, whose “useful and narifo-

ous services"™ had. nlnaadx_bom—dm
5 .

f the Directors.

Some reductions were sinilarly made in the Police

PRSI

tablishnent. From tha ‘general Folice office ut chrgs—- o
o, reductions in the number of watchmen and poons

otalled §$68, the remaining establishment totalling $394.

e estéblishment in the various districts remained much |
before. The one in Jamcstown was the largest, with s

inese constable, and an assistant and writer, two jemadars,

PR -

5¢ Penan 21 Au t 1816, Minute b
g Consultatlons gus ’ T
Governor, S3R (IOL) LVI. See Appendix II ¥ _'anﬂt_d_‘ o

[ ]
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o Chinese peo'n'ﬁ',. two Malay or Chulish pedns, and a-

_onsbable at Pulo Jerajgh. In the other aistricts at__

¢lugor, Telok Ayer Rajah, Jelutorg, Pelox Bahang and Prai

yn Province Wellesley, the establishments ususlly

consisted of a constable, a writer and a few peons. .It ‘o

{s interesting to- note that the Prai establiehnent ‘had-

{ncreased considerably, and ‘that also in the Police o
| gstablishment -was a "house of correction” and a "Eazee¥,

. pmu;nably for putting out fire. By 1816, it appears
that the Police eetablishnent had grown in the districts 1

7 M
where the increased population requiredeW
as could be expected o

geme time rﬁtained as much etficiency

at the time., -

et —

e o et e 0 2

X T =T

et

8ir Edmand Stanley resigned his. position as Recorder

on bei,n.g appointed a Judge of the ..
‘8 ,
He was succeeded by Sir George

on 14 November 1816,

SUPreme Court at Madras.
emained in Penang only a few nonth-,

Andrew Cooper, who T

from Pebruary to November 1817, when he was promoted to
88

Chief Justice at Bombay. His successor, Sir Ralph Rino,

eontinued in that post dntil he "too was transferred ed to Bom‘bag
A

[re—

85, Ibid.; See Appendix IT M and II N. .

87. Kyshe (1885), citi; Penang Consultations 148 Nev‘ember

1316, SSR (IOL) LXII, Bee Appendix III Os ‘
88, Kyshe (1885). cxi, liv. See Appendix III C. _ -
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89 . ‘ B

in 1824, 83 Pﬁisﬁé Judge. Since th‘i Recorders were

-

mointed by the Crown, the Junior Presidency of Penang -

po doubt -was last in the precedenco of appointments, .and
rj_mary consideration was given to the three Indian
pruidencies where tho aervicea of. hishly guulifiod

1.gal men were more urgently requirod. rolloviqg tho o

e ot e T ] e

in 1826,_.Laecond_m m grmcd,“m'i‘ij.ng th.

jurisdiction of the. Court over Singapore and lalacca.

P
.

But some or }he problm 1nher1ted fron tho poriod ot o
Gh&rter——sncirmnruct bot'oon Govorna- ,
aent and Recorder, still remaincd u.nresélvod. - ‘";
[
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%. ibid., exi, lv. -See-Appendix IIT T. f,
0. Ibid., 1xi-1xit. - |




