CEAPTER I

LITHCOUCITON

"Han in modern days ebhor crime;
he lives by the rule of law, yet
crime continues to be a national
disgroce and a warldwide problem,”

- Karl ﬂeminge@l

In Halaysia, the crime rote ig rieing rapidly. Tables
1.1, 1.2 2nd 1,3 illusirzte the mugber of reports nertaining to
certain crave ecriminal offerices nomely, murder, attempted murder,

gang robbery and robbery,

garl Monninger, "The Crime of Punishment® in Cont

Punishment: Views, Explanations mnd Jugiifications edited by
Rudolph J., Gerbver and Pairick D, Heldneny, University of NHotre
Dame Precs london, 1972, p. 178.




TABLE 1,1

CRIME STATISTICS s PENINSULAL MALATSIA

PERTCD MEDER ROaEERT ROREERY*
TOTAL HEPORTS TOTAL REPORTS | TOTAL REPORTS

1963 116 A 203 910
1964 6 3 208 1,077
1965 135 32 191 1,027
1966 127 31 265 1,307
1967 167 46 301 1,376
1968 161 64 - 284 1,977
1969 318 60 138 1,353
1370 133 44 66 805
197 154 34 78 834
1972 130 n 80 1,146
1973 27 42 164 1,404
1974 (=) (a) (e) (a)

KEY; + IKCLUDES PIRACY
(a) BOT AVAILABLE

_SOURCES mma, 1974 OFFICIAL YEA: BOOK; KUALA LUMPUR,
ERNMENT PRINTERS, 1975.




TABIE 1,2

CRIME STATISTICS: SABAR

PERIOD MIEDIR it )
TOTAL REPORTS | TOTAL KiPORTS ;em, REPORTS
1963 28 9 36
1964 31 11 8
1965 2 n 9
1966 16 29 1
1967 u 18 12
1968 16 21 6
1969 | 18 28 ' 10
1970 15 2 10
1971 Y 40 12
1972 20 4 3
1973 7 17 20
1974 12 7 28

SOURCEs nm:zsu, 1974 OFFICIAL YEARBOOK, KUALA LONFUR,
ERNNENT PRINTERS, 1975.
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The Tables are only an illustration of the seriousmess of
the crime problem in Maleyeia. "¢ ctalistics only reveal the
number of reports made on the cormission of criminal offences,

The writer is fully aware tlizi “is=1s are numerous offences which are
not reported to the police and tlizt these unavailable statisiics
have tc be added to give a true piciie of the crime rate in this
comtry.? Purther between 1970 and 1976 there was a 31197
increase in theft, @8.% in robbery and 109,77 in 'housebrms

The presence of thirty penal ingtitutioms in Malaymia is / |
a congtant reminder of this fzilure to curb criminal activities
effectively, Table 1.4 lists o:t tho mmber of penal institutions
and their inmetes in Halaysia,

2Fhe writer has not made a moro lotailed study imto the aetual crime
rate as this Paper is based on ‘he ciudy of the Special Prison
and the crime rate only serves as an illustration to the necessity
of having an effective rehadilii-tion prozramme in the prisca.

3rhe Sunday Tines, 30 May 1972, p.1 ocol. 1.
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Within *hose thirty penal ingtitutions are four~ihousand
and thirty-seven innntes as in January 1974 ond this number has
inoreased and will contimme %c insresse ropidly, Such a situation
should thereforc hc considered seriously mnd steps taken to control

it,

The yrisoz in Seremban is c21lod the Special Prison as it
apecially coters for pergonc detained with a view to banishment,
However, since thc mmher of such versons is very low, the Special
Frison alse houses long-term and hard-core orisoners. As such,
vl uriter fecle it appropriate to make o stuldy intc the efforte
of the Prison Authority in that Prison i: :rcviding an off2ctive

solution to the oforesaid rrotlem,

Table 1,5 on the {ollowins vage serves as an illustration

of the prisoen population in tlic Special Prison,



TABLE 1,

PRICE POPULAIICY IN TIE SPTUIAL PRISON

AS II

JZIUARY 1976.

., I

BALANCE
DECEBER 1975 JATLARY 1976 AFTER RELESSE
Leas than a week - - -
1 week -~ 1 month - - -
1 month - 3 months - 8 8
3 months - € months 1 5 4
6 months - 1 year 12 1€ 12
1 year ~ 3 ycars 32 51 47
3 yeare - 6 years 34 36 36
6 years - 10 ycors 15 15 15
10 years = 20 yecrc 3 3 3
Life sentence 2 2 20
Werrant of arrsgt and
tention - 13 13 12
Banishment Prisonors 6 6 6
Illegal Immigrantis 2 2 2
Publie Order for Provention
of Crine 2 2 2

Sources Data Charts of The Special Prison, Jamary 1976,

PP



Be Qbjectivcs

Offonders oro sent to jrisons an? ollwr »onal iaciitvtions

for many roosons. Siuce ther fovs fginnel?

; socicety, society
wants to punish {heom by putting then ovny Tohis? suarded wolls and
locked doors, Furiior, sceicty wenis to o protected from eriminals,

the ordinary man wenl

$c live iz peo bout harassment or threat

ot

of any kind, thercicrs those found zuiliy of criminal seiivities
should be lockel cuny. In aldition, socicty 4rics to deter potential
criminals Ly Ilozrisoning conmviected onne, Tnrmoh penalties are
therefore enforccd oo that would-be off:nlers world ponder on the
consequences belcro compencing on any criminal -~ctivities., OfTcnders
are also scnicnced o cerve time in an efiort ca *the port of acciety
to reform them, fTle zvoluticn cof this ~in in dve tc the realisction
thet it is only “laowgh refcrmation of offenders? minds that they
will cease their wniii-pecizl acte permanentlr and not only during

the period of imirigonment, The okjective of the writer, therefore,

iz Yo discuss thtzz vaorlous Justificztions f£or imprisonment and

e will try to coioblish thot rehabilitation is not only the most

noble but also thz noot effective form of punishment,

bvery conviceed offender is subject oo cdAminigirative

procedure wiile iz urison. Ox admisedisn, “hisre iz the rocopiion

srocedure provided Ly the Prigons Ordinconee 1952 and vhie classification

nrocess accordiny to lule 34, Prison Rules 1953, Purilar, cvery

inmate ic subject to Prison Disciplins wlich iz besed on the Prigon
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Bules. The objocilive of dhe uriter iz, o aclyse these
NPOVIsionn wil roctdurce uhich orxrce boldng carried out Wy the
Prison futhoxidty of tho Specicl Pricon in orcer $o nosecs vhethor

such 2:ietuods ~xo in coeocrdopee itk the rchebilitative tread of

'g{} : 35 «

croviasd in the Special Prison
developaent,
sual elfoxrc. Such focilitics

*3.0%

neniot conwvictsd oafendeirs in thiedr

She oontinucd cweocace o1 pecidiviste

CroiuCh vo oome cxbant the dneiieciivos

- S R . e vt Gt B Seer B i
ILOT On ULAL JUTIPCELG. Dac wratoer inteade o describe ficoc

cxisting woacl wocilitics, wootes ehedr civoctivonesc,
resomoond non damovetious, oo thut, in the ruburs, the rchabilita~
tion sposmoonc  will Lo sbie oo zoacs itc geal that ic, t0 turz

& 9 4

crizin-le ints loo=sildiug, caslogyed citizenc.

Innctes, thoush cegregated from soeisty, o live in

9

soeinl world thousgh o limited ome, Az "Irca® soo-le olfion
develon codes of conduct in their relationshins vwith one zcnother

. the intotes also hove thelr ovm 3ocizl code.  Such

condued are iliuzctroted and amclrsed Yy thoe writer I
arn 2ehEn s Bo orovide o desszer insight into tho minda of the
innoiese Fac troatuentenen, that is, the Prinon OF2lcers hove to

hove wome kmewledge of the socicl rolationshipy betuewn lnmutves



-1l -

cun osles o ozonily eflsovive rehabilitation

Becidivism is o srevailing prddlas closely zosoclabe

vith the criuc rate incresse osroblen. Phe writcr hoo nalc Casom

studie

Q
2]

intc $he crinminal records of four recidivisic, o that

the goemeral chovacieristics of {heso hord-core crizinale con be

e - R AP T T S P [ PP S
rovesled, 1nd, wiens con Do token o vesove undscirsile

-

behovicursl traids ans

P

The rrisons Ordinance 195¢ znd Prison Hules 1553 arovide

tiz Tav regerding tie cdminisiroedion of srisons snd the treatment

]

of dsmztes. Unlike otiacr stuiutes, very fuy srovisions uere
Guenngea since S-e dade of their Incoruoratiom wung counc oi the
existing sroviciono arey $0 trhe uriter®c nind, uncuiteble todoye
olic kas zitomsted thercfare $o commeont cn cortain srevisiouns.

sizce rricon cizizistreiors carry oud their duiies accordin;

BRI . = 1. N A N i 8
25 1o extramely vitcl that cuch srovioicns

SUVE eu€ padi ror rehielilitoiion rother then hindor it.

C. Eoticllosy

3ince the study is a specific ome, the work is wainly

done in hoe opscicl Jrison in Seraubon itocld.

"( - - P - - -~ .
Dtotictics i

-

insiituiisns, Tha —riter

Irizon goetz

Charts vhich schov montnly ctatistics of the munber of insates,
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ory cnly the rocords of Tirst

wore Isczad ints, Lhc ©ocords OF

Yo siudy woula be comslete witho b wnyy rencrln from
thoss ko are Going studied, namely, the immaies aad Prison

¢ Jgty

;-.4.

iceie S0ud dmmates werc obliging cnough to graut intcrviows

g-‘

with ths wzidcr vao coiiducved thes in Bahasa Malsysia and
Chinsse. Pwioon Oiticers were fiven quostionnaires 1o cliovels
Tac convents of taese guentionmdres decl ith their dedly
monting oo well o tholr views on cerdain csqects of tho
rehebilitation prozromme. The gothering of such inforuciion and
opinions of the neoplc concorncd, the vritor submits, ic uore

imnortant and revezling than apy toxtbook or the natlors

T - & m »
P 2

ou Aho woleBililoslon TRt ¢

=

.,,,3..L;,, 5 e e

PRV Ve LGS GeS i W \51’1

clz2 be ceomn from the ooz donints o
s Prison Udficers. Tho Viciting Justicost Doow 16 ¢ bajor
srares of such watericl ond the writer hae used 1t to illustrals

the shortconings of tho vobobilivoilon oiosralsc,.
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o ané Spottiswoode Publishers Libd., 1767,
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can be asscosed in the -onze 04 wiie views and sroblens of

inmates and Pricon Oivicors can be revecled and analysed,

Finclly, though tho Speciasl Prison is built ocsnecially
for banishces, this eper is not solely on them, rather, it
is based on the rchabilijstion of cll the inmates of the rison

and their probleas.



