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A.B. commcnced s oriminal carcer at 1¢ and since then has

sure of any Jjub after nigs usClhurge.

hemouncec us a “ecidivist, ... 4is voon the frequent subject

of newspaier talk.

Ia 1557, tne 3traits :cuo reyorted tihst this thirty-five

Jeur ola Falaj wiv Las o bluck record of fourtecn convicticus was

again couvicted oI being s member of 4 gang of ai_ht rowlers.

In 196, tae Pruuicent of the '228i0 5 Lourt wsas said to

nuve remarkes thit .. shiudd e eyt cut ol sovciery, thae icnger the
pe.ter, becau:e he had gorslsie. in bis crimlan. wuys and had net

reformed.

In 1967, iete uan Dit tie GRuddiiuss 2 'Jallbird sieuls
5 PMrd". He was coanvicied ior stealin, u birde & huis plea of
zitigation, Hr. i.5. promiced tuat be would tura cver tc a aew leaf.

voviously be was uctl.

abilet iu priseu; . .5. w2s a very u¥iliil worker at his
werkshop earuinyg julck grosction iu nie Graies iowever, he was oftea

found guilty oi cuammitting crivon cffesces alsvs

Ia 1557, the -isvsarge Bourd of a prisod summarised aptly

ihe jusition of iele Tese tida zaB is a resulir customer and has been

S sinly oe chtie to fied #ork but
in prisoa fourtesu times. &3 ¢ill certainl; oe ulae

ia,



he 18 just as certain to come back to prison.®
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~.C. stopped scuooling at “tandurd 3,since then he loitered
around, was employed as a carrenter sometimes and did odd jobs. The
Superintendent of the Pudu Prison had this to say of hims "(AC)
is a confirmed thief and a habituzl oriminal of the worst type
whilst outside but within the prison is well-behaved and works hard
at his prison-taught trade as a tailor. I do not think that there

is any possible chance of reizbilitating him as an honest citizen.®
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A.D.? 1 o
D.'s maturz} 2arents passed away when he was seven.

Thereafter, he stayed with nis Beternzl aunt Aceording to hor
L ] k ’

&:D. was childish as a boy, irrespensible and often slept out as

night with his friends. A.J. haa Priusry education till Standard

Six at a Malay Medium School. After he hiad let school, he assisted

his aunt at rubber tapping. dowever, after two years of such employ~

ment, he ran away to Kuala Lumpur. Thereafter, he was oftem without

a job. One of the reasons for such a state of affairs was that 4i.D.

had the false impression that he had had inherited a vast estate
from his father and therefors neced not work for a living. His friends

were not very desirable and honest characters aad very soon thereafter

4¢De began his criminal career.

After his first offence, i.D. was sent to Henry Gurney
School. He started off very badly there being extremely naughty
and lazy. Later, however, Le improved {reumendously, worked at various
skills, though he was the master of none. However, after his release

he was soon back in prison.

During his subsegueni terus in prisoss, A.I. was very
skilful at his prison-taught trade earaing praise from his supervisors.

But once out of prisonm, i.D. wouid not be able to find Jobs and would

be back in prison after z short period of time.
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A.E.'s natural futher died when he -as Very young. His mother
gove him away for adopticn und she went to live with another man.

His adopted father wus a partner in ihe logging business earning a
reasonable income. Though he wae sympathetic znd quiet, he was

seldom at home. His wife, on the other hand, was a nugger and had

frequent misunderstandings with the boy.

In school, A.Z. was inattentive and celdom atteanded school.
He changed schools freguentiy. xZowever, in the various Aipproved
Schools to which he wgs sent to, he improved his educatien, acquired
the English and Malay languzges and even cultivated a good reading

h.d:bl t.

During his first few days at tue Approved Jchools however
he wae mischievous, stubborn and talkative. He couid not mix with
his fellow-inmstes. Later, he changed, bscame tue head cook, mixed
freely and earned praise from kis bousemzster. However, on dischzrye,
due to lack of pareatal osupervision, et again resorted to crime

and has kept on adding new convictions to bis criminal record since.

From the case studies above, several similar characteristics

can be sabstracted.

(i) Kost of the recidivisis come fros unstable family backgrounds,

sheir parents may have passed away 4hile they were at & tender

age and they may pave been :dopted vy othsr families or

relatives. The income-nature of fapi lies of recidivists is



{14)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

usually low aud ‘he uembers ©F the femily big in number.

lack of parental supervision due to lack of time ox

negligence is s geucral characteristic of families of
recidivists.

Recidivists have a poor standard of education. They either

have stopped schoolin: at an early age, or have no interest
in 8chool-work or ran away from school or ure poor at their

sehool-vwork.

traits. They are rude, stubborn, persistecat ixn getting what
they want, keep latie aours, live under ielusioms, sleep out,

rMan avay 1rou home uand ganerally uneaployed.

The associates haobitual offenders kesp are oftem undesirable
characters. Like ihemseives, tueir associutes ure often
of poor quality, disobedient, unaducated and may be even
sembers of secret societies. These associaies may be the

first to introduce tl.ese young delinqueats to orime.

i recidivist tend to commit siuiier types of crimes in his

oeriminil carcer, ICI 8XBupi®, KI. ieBe is & master in thef't

and rrwdulent pcsaegsiﬂn Of pmp@rtf, ¥r. ;&.c- in cl‘iﬁinal

breach of trust and nousebrezking. Offences like theft,

housebreaking, fraudulent possession of property carry

shorter terms oi imprisonment than murder and kidnapping.



It can be noted thererore thut offenders convicted of crimes

which carry short sentences ure more likely to return to

crime than offeniers couvicteg of crimes which carry longer

sentences.

(vi) Fheocidivists are geuerzily skiirul, well-behaved in prison

but once reieused they wiil revert back to crime within a

short period of time. 'his fuct reflect to some extent the

failure of the rehabiliitation programue in (he prison.

The blame can partly be put on the shouiders of the Prison
suthority. Prison Cfficers huve failed to convince these hubitual
offenders that it is beiter to lcad an honest, industrioue life
rather than & criminel onz. It is of no avail 10 equip cifenders
with induetrizl skills if mentally thsy sre not prepared tu give up
their criminal ways. Prison (fficers uwust thewseives believe in the
rehabilitation progr.zme in order tc reap success out of it, & teacher
must first believe in :hat he is teaching before he teaches his
student. Cthervwise, the student may sepot his insincerity and would

not be comvinced thut the method of the teacuer is the correet method.

Purther, sentencin: o recidivist to & short term of imprison-
vent may not be effective. The Penal Code provides the maximum term

of sentence for each offence ani it is up to ¢he individual Magistrate/

Presidnn"-‘/Judéﬁ to pass a sentence within the limit imposed. It takes

time z=nd effort on the part of the Prison iuthority to rehabilitate

and on the part of the recidivists to be rebabilitated. Pripciple IX



of the :smerican Corresctioncl Stunduris advocates that

kepezted short sentexnces impcsed for rec.rriag
misdemeancirs or petty oifences, are ineffective,

both as n-ans of correction and as a positive deterrence.
These sentences often are a contributing rfactor in the
carser of the petty rocidivist. An integrated system of
control by means of special institution:l facilities and
conmunity supervision is esseniial ior the solution of
this prcblem. rurther research ani exparimentation

with agenciss and iastitutions oi other than the

3

conventional type offsr the greatest promises.

TPoo long sentences, ©a iLhe other hand, should not be imposed
gince a long=-term prisoner is likely to turn his back on the
rehabilitation prosramme and instead place all his concentration on

how to live comforitsably in prison.

The seanteance imposed therefore should be ome which suite a

particular cifenier?'s necds. Principle XIV of the said Standards

advocatas that
or disposition deteruinin; the treitment

ghould be bused on a full consideration of
facturs of tihe partiocular individual.

The sentence
of the oi.fender
the social and personclity

3!annal of Correctiomal ~tapndards issued by ths Anarican Correetional
Association, Woodridge Station, P.0. Box 10176, ®ashington D.C. 20018,

Third Printing, 1966.



In the uuny Jarisdictions, this investigution Bay be made
at different levels, so long as the esseatial informuation
18 availeble to the court or tre:tment authority st the

time crueial cace dscisione ars to be made.

Thus, the above principle advocates that an investigution
should be carried out into the background, social sad economic
conditions of the offender before sentance is passed. This is to

ensure that the correct term of sentence is given $o that individual.

Further, the diversity of sentences imposed on different
offenders for the sames type of offence mcy be a cause of recidivisa.
For the offence of theit under 3 379 renal Code, the maximum sentence
is an imprisonment Of ihree years, or fime or both. Offender A Bmay
be sentenced to one year imprisonment for theft whilst Cffender B
may be sentenced to two years imprisonment. If Offenders A and B
get togetner und discuss their terms of sentence, inm:cte B may feel
that he is unjustly sentenced and this may wggravate his enger towards

Boclety and the law mcking hiu determined to take his revenge after

his term of seatence.

But such diversity of sentences cannot be avoided if the
séntence is based on the particular nseds of the offeader and the
individwal circumstances of tithe oase. is leng as there is & sound
reason for such diversities, there is a possibility to mazke Offender B

realise that his offence and particular circumstances justify his

longer term of sentenoce.



In addition, the 8yslel of parole may help in reducing the
muaber of recidivists in the prison. Most of the recidivists do not
know how to cope with society's demends and therefore indulge in
criminal activities &gain and again. Through the system of parole,
a8 oonvioted offender is relezsed under supervision and under certain
restrictions and requiremznts, after he hus served s portion of his
sentence in prisom. The function ef parole is to restore a measure
of freedom to the prisonery give him guidance and supervision during
the period of transition froa controlled te unconirolled living and
at that particular moment when hs is equipped to return to community
life, fitting into ite pattern and becoming a aseful unit in it.
Training and treatment in a prison are only part of the rehabilitative

process, they must bs followed by a period of guidance and supervision

in a normal community.

A caution, however, must be laid down concerning the parole
system. The systea should be based on the rehabilitated degree of
each recidivist or star prisoner and not granted automstically. If
parcle is granted automatioaslly, the offender may noi be ready to live
an "uncontrolled life" and society will again bsc threatened by his

criminal activities. Thus to ensure that the parole system werks

effectively, correct timing is essentizl.

Thus, recidivisa is a very imporiant problem which demands
consideration from the socioclogical as well as the legalistic point
of view. Sending recidivists to prisons may result in temporary
elimination of their criminal activities from society, but, on the



other hand, it may &lso convince ihem that their profession is that

of committing crimes ang thet going to prison for & short while is
merely a normal phsse of .heir profession. "It is suggested that

the old lag, the recidivist ¥ith many crimes bchind him, and ne
prospect of any change in his pattern of behuviour, very clocely
resembles the rrustrated rat with its stereo-typed behaviour pattern,
self-punishing and maladaptive as it may be.“4 Society,therefore,
should strive to rehkabilitate recidivist into law-abiding citizen and
not merely stamp theam as “‘hard-cores” punishing them for eaeh criminal

episode they wish to indulge in.

4g.3. Eysencle, "Crime and Conditioning’ in Crime and Persenslity,
Bostons Houghton Miffin, 1964.



