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ABSTRACT

As the sophistication of modem technologies continue to grow, reading has
become a vital tool for keeping abreast with current devel(;;')rn'emv As such, inability
to read can severe the link to this modern world of knowledge. Bearing this in mind,
the purpose of this study was to focus on the plight of struggling readers among
secondary school students.

This study is an investigation on the various types of reading problems of
selected urban secondary school students in the Klang valley from a teacher’s
perspective. Deficiencies in reading ability, which prevents effective participation in
classroom activities, were identified by ESL teachers. The reading problems were
found to be contributory factors to other educational and behavioural problems. They
also reflected the students’ inadequate acquisition of reading skills at primary level.

The analysis of the data related to teachers’ attitudes towards students with
reading problems and the existing teaching practices revealed that teachers are aware
of the reading problems among their students and their needs. However, these
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teachers are unable to provide the y T due to various

constraints when dealing with problem readers. The findings indicated that most of
these teachers lack the relevant knowledge needed in remedial reading. Based on

these findings, recc ions were included on developing a positive approach to

remediate reading problems among secondary school students.



ABSTRAK

Perkembangan sains dan teknologi yang kian pesat, menjadikan kemahiran

membaca suatu alat yang penting untuk mengikuti aliran perkembangan masa kini.

"

Dengan ini, kelemah b boleh kan perht dengan dunia

pengetahuan yang moden ini. Memandangkan keadaan ini, fokus kajian ini adalah
terhadap masalah kemahiran membaca pelajar-pelajar di kalangan tahap menengah.
Kajian ini merupakan suatu penyelidikan terhadap pelbagai jenis masalah

K hiran baca di kal pelajar-pelajar tahap menengah di kawasan bandar

Lembah Klang dari perspektif guru. Kelemahan } hiran baca yang didapati
menghalang penglibatan yang efektif dalam aktiviti-aktiviti di kelas, telah
dikenalpasti oleh guru-guru Bahasa Inggeris (ESL). Masalah kemahiran membaca ini
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didapati menimbulkan lain-lain p jaran dan p uhi

tingkahlaku pelajar. Ia juga menunjukkan bahawa pelajar-pelajar tersebut tidak

pai kemahiran baca yang sewajarnya semasa di tahap rendah.
Analisis data kajian ini yang berkaitan dengan sikap guru terhadap pelajar

yang punyai lah K hiran b jukkan bahawa guru-guru

memang menyedari kehadiran masalah membaca ini tetapi tidak mampu untuk
memberi bimbingan pemulihan yang diperlukan kerana terpaksa menghadapi banyak
halangan dalam perlaksanaan pemulihan. Kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa guru-guru
tersebut tidak mempunyai pengetahuan yang cukup dalam bidang pemulihan
kemahiran membaca. Berdasarkan kepada hasil kajian ini, beberapa cadangan

dikemukakan supaya dapat mewujudkan suatu pendekatan positif terhadap

pemulihan pelajar-pelajar tahap h yang lami kelemahan dalam

kemahiran membaca

11



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
ABSTRACT

ABSTRAK

TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES

CHAPTER ONE INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Status of English Language in Malaysia

1.2 Second Language Learning
1.3 Role of Reading in ESL
1.4 Background of the Study
1.5 Statement of'the Problem
1.6 Purpose of the Study

1.6.1 Research Questions
1.7 Definition of Terms

1.7.1 Reading Difficulties

1.7.2 Problem Readers

1.7.3 Remedial Reading

1.8 Conclusion



CHAPTER TWO  REVIEW OF RELEVANT LITERATURE
2.0 Introduction
2.1 Defining reading
2.2 The Reading Process
2.3 Models of the Reading Process
2.4 Reading Components
2.4.1 Word-Recognition Skills
2.4.2 Comprehension Skills
2.5 Reading Problems
2.6 Factors Affecting the Development of Reading Ability
2.6.1 Psychological Factors
2.6.1.1 Intelligence
2.6.1.2 Attitudes towards Reading
2.6.1.3 Motivation
2.6.1.4 Learning Styles
2.6.2 Teacher Expectations
2.6.3 Sociological Factors
2.6.4 Educational Factors
2.6.4.1 Linguistic Competence
2.6.4.2 Prior Knowledge
2.6.4.3 School Environment
2.7 Teaching of Reading
2.7.1 Diagnostic Teaching of Reading

2.7.2 Remedial Reading

26

27

28

30

37

39

40



2.7.2.1 Remedial Reading Approaches
2.7.2.1.1 DISTAR
2.7.2.1.2 SRA Corrective Reading

2.7.2.1.3 Phonic Remedial Reading Lessons

CHAPTER THREE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
3.1 Subjects
3.1.1 Sample Selection Procedure
3.1.2 Selection Criteria of the Sample
3.2 Instruments
3.2.1 Questionnaire
3.2.1.1 Questionnaire Construction
3.2.1.1.1 Questionnaire Format
3.2.1.1.2 DeFord’s TORP and Estes Attitude Scale
3.2.2 Pilot Questionnaire
3.2.2.1 Evaluation of the Pilot Study
3.2.2.2 Revised Questionnaire
3.2.3 Interview
3.3 Data Collection Procedure
3.4 Method of Data Analysis

3.5 Limitations of Study

41

42

42

43

44

45

45

47

50

50

51

52

s4

55

57

59

62

64

65

66



CHAPTER FOUR ANALYSIS OF DATA AND DISCUSSION
4.0 Introduction
4.1 Findings and Discussion
4.1.1 Interview
4.1.2 Questionnaire
4.1.2.1 Description of the Sample

4.1.2.1.1 Teaching Background of the
Respondents

4.1.2.1.2 Exposure in the Field of
Remedial Reading

4.1.2.1.3 Defining Remedial Reading Based
on Respondents’ Knowledge

4.1.2.2 Nature of Reading Problems
4.1.2.2.1 Description of the Reading Problems

4.1.2.2.2 Description of the Miscues that
Distort Meaning

4.1.2.2.3 Reading Problems of Problem Readers
Who Can Read

4.1.2.2.4 Classification of Reading Deficiency Levels

4.1.2.2.5 Problem Readers’ Attitudes
Towards Reading

4.1.2.3 Teachers’ Attitudes Toward These Problem
Readers and Their Reading Problems

4.1.2.3.1 Characteristics of Students with
Reading Problems

4.1.2.3.2 Effects of Inability to Read as a Student
4.1.2.3.3 Respondents’ Perception of ESL

Teachers’ Role in Addressing
Reading Problems

68

69

69

69

71

71

75

78

79

80

86

87

88

90

91

91

97

98



4.1.2.3.4 Factors to be Considered in
Handling Problem Readers

4.1.2.3.5 Respondents’ Perception of Parents’ Role
4.1.2.3.6 Factors Affecting Respondents in
Implementing a Remedial Reading

Programme

4.1.2.4 Measures Adopted by the Respondents in
Approaching Reading Problems

4.1.2.4.1 Existing Teaching Practices in a
Classroom Setting

4.1.2.4.2 Teachers’ Efforts Beyond the
Classroom Setting

4.1.2.4.3 Other Remedial Reading Approaches
Currently Used by the Respondents
CHAPTER FIVE SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS
5.0 Introduction
5.1 Summary of Findings

5.1.1 Students with Reading Problems in
Urban Secondary Schools

5.1.1.1 Description of Students with
Reading Problems

5.1.1.2 Nature of the Reading Problems
5.1.1.2.1 Word-Recognition Skills
5.1.1.2.2 Comprehension Skills

5.1.2 Teachers’ Role in Handling Students with
Reading Problems

5.1.2.1 Teachers’ Attitudes

Vil



5.1.2.2 Measures Adopted to Handle Students
with Reading Problems

5.1.3 Parents’ Role in Handling Students with
Reading Problems

5.2 Recommendations

5.2.1 Recc dations for Remedial Reading
5.2.2 Recommendations for the Teaching of Reading
5.2.2.1 Word-Recognition Skills
5.2.2.2 Comprehension Skills
5.2.3 Recommendations on Teachers’ Attitudes
5.2.4 Recommendations for Educational Planners
5.2.5 Recommendations for Parental Support

5.3 Suggestions for Further Research

BIBLIOGRAPHY
APPENDICES
APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B
APPENDIX C
APPENDIX D
APPENDIX E
APPENDIX F

APPENDIX G

134

135

135

135

138

138

139

140

141

143

145



LIST OF TABLES

Table 4.1 Teaching Experience

Table 4.2 Academic; & Professional Qualification

Table 4.3 Levels of English Taught

Table 4.4 Attendance at In-Service Courses on Remedial Reading
Table 4.5 Level of Knowledge in Remedial Reading

Table 4.6a Remedial Reading Exposure in Teacher Training Course
Table 4.6b Levels of Exposure to Remedial Reading

Table 4.7 R dents” Understanding of Remedial Reading

P

Table 4.8 Difficulties Exhibited in Word-Recognition Skills
Table 4.9 Difficulties Exhibited in Vocabulary Knowledge

Table 4.10 Difficulties Exhibited in Comprehension Skills

Table 4.11 Types of Miscues or Oral Reading Errors

Table 4.12 Reading Problems of Problem Readers Who Can Read
Table 4.13 Types of Problem Readers

Table 4.14 Levels of Deficiency in Reading Skills

Table 4.15 Problem Readers’ Attitudes Towards Reading

Table 4.16 Characteristics of Problem Readers

Table 4.17 Problem Readers’ Needs

Table 4.18 Respondents’ Perception of Implications of Reading Failure

Page
72
73
74
75
76
77
77
78
81
83
84
86
88
89
89
90
2
9%

97



Table 4.19 ESL Teachers’ Role

Table 4.20 Factors to be Considered in Approaching Reading Problems
Table 4.21 Parents™ Role in Addressing Reading Problems

Table 4.22 Constraints in Conducting a Remedial Reading Programme
Table 4.23 Suggestions to Help Teachers with Remedial Reading
Table 4.24 Teaching Practices in an ESL Classroom

Table 4.25 Attending to Problem Readers in a Large Class

Table 4.26 Teaching Practices Beyond Classroom Setting

99

100

103

107

111

113

118

119



	AKB0001.TIF
	AKB0002.TIF
	AKB0003.TIF
	AKB0004.TIF
	AKB0005.TIF
	AKB0006.TIF
	AKB0007.TIF
	AKB0008.TIF
	AKB0009.TIF
	AKB0010.TIF
	AKB0011.TIF
	AKB0012.TIF

