CHAPTER XII
GERERAL  OBSERVATIONS

; % >3 v e P T S 3 . . .
In this final Chaptsr, we shall particularly

" H g
e LB 44N 106K into sous
ctant matters whiclh we kave nc cproertunity

¢ discuss elsewhs=re,

In all cases of interview in the Rlock, and frow the

tion of the records at the Kuala Selangor Land Office, it

found out that all lois in the Block have thus far been
wnly with AA titles, that is Approval of Application for
:rked as Sckedule III. In each case, the legsl cwne{ of
respective lot is in possession of a copy of this Schedule III,
» in eifect ie the only legsl document e has im respect ¢f Lis
Ly of the lot. A copy of this Schedule is attached in
rrendix IT. Fo TCL neither E¥R cases have been discovered.

‘ule 11T, Approval of Application for Land

Fumerous referemces to and comments on this Schedule Lave
nade tbhroughout thias study where relevant., In view of its
ortance end serious implications particularly ¢f its express
tions, these comments will be briefly assembled here and these
zlevant elsewhere included.

Besides the approvsl of the aprlication and specification
ards the land and fees payable, the Schedule sets out certain
s Conditions and Restrictions in interest. 3ome of these
¢ conments.

Express Condition (1) sets out two rules: inseparcile
* in the ¥ukim Register of the Bendang lot and Kampmng 1Qtv
:ated, and strict prohibition of subdivision. Few couuments
w made on thesey

1) For motives to be discussed, it was intenced
by the Land Cffice to alienate a lot of Kampong
land elsewhere for every lot of Bendang land
alienated in the S5.5. Bendang lot was alienated
tirst, and Kampong lot to be alienated later. As
it materialises, this 18 an ill-planned policy,
which now gives rise particularly to a problenm.
Some of the Bendang owners have, of course, glresdy
been alienated with the kampong lot.  There are
gseven owners in this Block with Ksmpong lots s&e@
as at Sungai Sireh and Sungai Kejang.  DBut now it




is discovered thet there is inus
suitable XKampong land in the Teasonably neighbour—
ing areas to be alienated, A8 an alternative

the Land Office is new trying te withdraw the éiﬁ
A.A. and rerlace it with & frest one with mo
provision of the Kampong lct. This the settlers
of thsrﬁgs. now refuse to comply with for fear of
oorplete withdrawal of both icts. If aomplied,'
there is no loncer the unifomity betweenm thre lcts.

fficieney cof

2)7 As pointed out in Chapter W, ihe provision of
a Kampong lot elsewhere, registerable under a
single title with the Bendang lct, to be “used
solely as a site for one or mcre dwelling kouses
and for the cultivaticn of trees ¢f economic value"
may lead to fragmentation of both holding and farm.
This will be elaborsted.

3) The strict prohibition 28 regards subdivision
is primarily & measure deviced before—-hand to
ensure that nc problems, econcmic or ctherwise,
attending the proocess of land subdivision would
arise in the area. Thke problems include the
existence of unsconomic units of ownershiy and
operation, the probability of ownership and opera-—
tional fragnentation, and tke possibility oi jeint-
and co-operation. [Eowever, as discussed at length
in Chapter V, this Study shows thai though de jure
ubdivision is strictly prohibited, tkis does nci
prevent the ocourrence of de facte subdivision as
attested by the exzistence of 12 co-owned lots in
the Eloock. And this phenomenon gives rise 1o more
economic and sccial problems tkan the de jure
subdivision really would. As already peinted out,
the divergence of de facto from de jure ownership
poses the problems of legal unsettlenent of claim
of ownership with particulsrly its various sccial
COnBEQUeNnces., It also crestes the problems of
legal management of the lots concerned, svident
in the considerable delay of the settlement ¢f land
tax of the lot, and the long deferred transfer of
tLe title of the lot in the case of inkeritance.
Phus, as the situation exists in this Block, insta§d
of svoiding the problems attending subdivisien, this
express condition crestes mcre problems out of ?ﬁe ‘
divergence between de jure and de facto Ganershlg of
lots. The effectiveness of this Express Gon§§tia§
tc accomplish its gbjective will only m&%s:ialise if
measures are taken to ensure that what is de jure is
strictly adbered to de facto.

Express Condition (2) provides that no trees ¢f the species
“eves Brigiliensis can be planted on the land alienated, both the
“endans and tbe Kampong lots. This is egvidently in confermity witk



e ¢bjective of making the 8.5. & sclely padi area. That rubber
o639 are nct also allowed to be ylanted in the Kampong lets outside
the S.5. oan be seen as partly an attempt by the autheriiy con~

gad*tb make the gettlers concentrste the whole of their attention

cadi. Coupled with dau%lenarcpying, it pointis out to tﬁe inten-
si ¢f making the 3.8. a specinlised padi area of srecialised
ttlers. If thie ie the true motive Eind this espress conditicn
as far as Block F is ooncerned led.

. . 1t Las considerably failed.

e 28 ﬁelhaversesn,in Chapter III, complete srecialigation in padi
yered by the feet that o considerable number of owners and for
. tors in the Block cwn and/or operste considernbly larze ares of
lend cutside ¢f the 5.8., not ¢f rubber but cecoonut. N

Zxprese Condition 3 (4 end 1i) sets out that the Bendang
t is be cultivated solely with wet rice, and the Kampceng lot to be
{ for the purpose of dwelling and cultivation of trees of economic
- gther than rubber. Here apgain is evident the intention of
r tke 5.5. & strictly specielised padi area, like that of the
Sekinchan Settlement.

As we have seen in thre previcus Chspter, these conditions
have been violated in the Block. Permanent dwellings, sometimes $wo
vr three of them, have been erected on about 484 of the total Block's
4 lots; and crops other thun padi have been cultivated on 60.6 of
: It appeals now that owing to the difficulty of obtaining
itable Kampong land, these provisions are dropred. Perhaps this
wlains why measures are not taken agsinst the violaticn.

He

As already pointed out, these ccnditions as they originally
are may lead to fragmentation of cwnership and operation. The owners
tidifor operstors will have to stay at various distances from their
lots. The problems of transpert; of transportation of equipment,

‘s, fertilisers, produce and the like tc and froj of tinme and ‘
crzy vastages of deprivation of continuous on—-the-spot care of padi

:@ ticularly with rega.d to pests such as birds are all posed.

It ie appreciated that if the settlers are allowed ?o b§i1é
nent dwellings and cu’tivate other crops on the 1§t$¥ this will
guce their total area available for ypadi. But would it net have
or. popsible to eriginally plan from the outset tha? a2 lot of larzer
¢z is alienated, a certain specified rortion of w%;ch, say one-—balf
ar. acre, is to be used for the purposes of dwellirng and mixed
rz cultivation. This would no doubt reduce the number of lots

ive 5.5. to one smaller than wbat it is now, but at the same tine
‘4 serves to avoid the varicus prcblems now in existence.

I on of interest one provides that any transfer c..i
the land mizztiiczi & single person and relates to tle §h§le of bﬂ?ﬁ
ndang and Kampong lots. The underlying motive here, like that in
¢ case of subdivision, ie to retain the unit of awn?rsﬁiy and.
ration of lots intact, thersby aveiding the eccnomic an&.soﬁla%
sleus thet may arise from the pertial transfer. But this &§ jure
virement is again not followed de facto in the Block. As vwe Lave

4 b

éaan in Chapter II and other Chapters, there is much distortion of the




de jure situation caused by de facto o
lots; a8 we Lave seen, are invelved in partial ] ! ;

‘Lere sre others the partial transfer ei whie; z:a§zie§;&t§::Z§i Zale.
ther eonceala@, rartioularly that cccuring througsh inharitance :

, ?esult of this restriction is trat freah prcblé;a of épprcxim;tel
tiiar nature as tlhose of subdivision arise from the divergence of !
.z de Tacto and de jure ownership of tire lots. ‘

wnerakip in tke Block, Twelve

coysatuan Peladang Teli-Ayer Tira

o In the ccurse of my interview, I was awakened tc the
~xzﬁtagca’cf & farsers’ soclety ir the Block, came intc contact with
g of its officials, and witnessad some of ite activities.

The Society is omlled Fersatuan Peladang Tali-ayer Tiga,
i wss inasugrated in 1963, Its membership is open to all farmers
vperate lots in the Blocks along Drain 3 of the 3.8., upon the
rent of an entrance fee of §l and an annual subscription of 50
enta. At the time of the interview, its membership stande at about

Among the objectives ¢f the Society is to provide capital-
loans for nembers to buy land, equipment and the like at reascnably
iow interest rates; and also to provide seeds, fertilisers and other
facilities on credit to members. To achieve these, the Society
norrows from other bodies.

Beside implementing these cbjectives, the Societiy also
secomes instrumental ss sa agency tbrough which tue Depariment cf
izriculture provides better seeds and fertilisers to farmers in the
3locks 8t a reduced charge and on credit. It is also responsible
“gr reporting to the Department of thLe existence of suck & situation
as the prevalence of pests and diseases so that effective neasures
zay be taken by the latter. it aleo co-cperates witlh the Government
in organising the agricultural courses provided by the latter to the
faruers. .

There is no doubt that a Society of this nature, if con-
cucted effectively and in the right gpirit, can Lely a great deal to
alleviate the level of living of its mombers. It can do this by
raising the productivity of their farus through such steps as tle
tele to consolidate their ownership of an economic unit of 1&3&; 885
: mprnvisian of letter seeds, the introduction cf tre most effective
aré podern techniques, and the provision of fertilisers, all brought
in within the mesns of the farmersj as the contrel of pests and
diseases; and as the provision of agricultural education t? the
farmers. It can also help to rmise thelir standarﬁ thlivzng h?
froeing them from having to pay higher prices ic the &lﬁdlémﬁﬁ in
the purchase of fertilisers and equipment, for sx&mylg, and from
having to pay higher interest rates to money-lenders for credit.

guffice us to quote a notable instance of the %éc$ety's
SLOCeRB. At such & young age, the gociety already bas in ite )
v sgsosion two small tractors, purchased through the credit provided
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g the lembaga Persatuan Penanam Padi. The services of these
z?gctora are lent to the Bociety's mexbers for ploughing their land
At oa rgaaon&bly low charge on the basis of pag»halﬁmnowwaudétha~rest~
-tarvest. Alzea§3 operators of lots 2799, 2800, 2802, 2605, and
14 attribute the increass in the ¥roductivity of their’lctsjéhis
seur, ranging from 29¢ to 33 compared with tiat of tke last year,

io the application of these tractors to plough theiy land.

) As has been oft-repeatci, the Block as the Gede 288 2 whole
.z deviced 1o be a dokle-cropping jadi area. Witk its considerably
~controlled water supply, the suitability of the area for the
se is indisputable. In fact, double-cropping hed continucusly
i practised in the ares. _

T

During the year of this Study, hovever, double-cropping is
practised. It was dropped, I was tocld, about two years ago Witk
reservation that it will be reiatrcvduced. I was further informed
: one ¢f the reasons why the practice was dropped is that there is
z 2irong resistence on the part of the seitlers themselves.

Nearly all the interviewses in the Block expressed their
siike for the practice. This is due o the low total yield of
i thkat results frox the ;ractice, They would derive & bigger
wotal annual income, 80 they suy, by cultiveting padi as 2 single
croy and then concentrate their efforts on the cultivation c¢f other
¢ii-geason crope or doing score vther jobs than what they would derive
17 they were to devote the whole of their attention on padi double-
cropping. The interviewses of lots 2801, 2834, 2863, 2673, 2879 and
2541, for exsmple, attribute the increase in the productivity of
their lots this year, ranging from 14% to 43;, to the fact that
jouble~crepping is dropped this jear. Their explanation is tnat‘as
s single-crepping is practised now the land can be allovwed to dry
«21] before being cultivated again. This makes it more fertile for
;#di, and henoe the increase in the output.

This is indeed a problem of profound magnitude. The
srizinal purpose and intemtion of the establishment ef the S.S«.ia
iefeated if double~cropping is dropped. There is the probahil}ty
of some truth in the allegation of the settlers as to the 1oﬁ'y}eld
+f double-cropping. A sysitematic fact—finding survey to look into
this matter will be well rewarded.

The allegation usy not be trus. The §a§tler$ may object
¢ouble—cropping because thoy want to ettend to tg@lr'caconutflani
cutpide of the S.S. for those who have, or they want to cultivate
¢ther crops, or do some other jﬁbs.» If this is 8O, it is thus the
?irat menifestation of the danger of non-specialisation already

relferred to.

Even if it can be established thet the allegation is true,
ite underlying reason for it is not, I think, as that given by the‘
operators of the above lets. Double~cropping is practised €lsewlere



laya suck as in Province Wellesle:

) | 4 vs but never have we hea -
ation that the oombined yield is lower even than thet a;ﬁ;d =

a-cropping bscause the land is not sllowed to dry. There ma

Ler explanations. One of trese shews itself gicwinglj. Doiblaw
ing taxes the land oonsiderably, The fertility of the lancd must
stored if 1t were to produce #cod rem:lts, Phis meaﬁs that -
;xlisara must be adequately and carefully spplied. For alg‘we

‘wuw the mpplication of fertilisers in the Block and in the 3.3. a8 &
wiole is etlll in its experirentsl stoze. | R

perative ¥ill

‘ & particularly interestin; phenomencn observable in the

i% trhat all padi marketed in the Block - and the 5.5. ~ is sold
local Jo-operative Mill. In the course ¢f ny interview in

icky I bave reen a (linese man buying padi frow a lady, An

y I wau teld itkat such a case ccours gquite freguently to dispese
nis padi to the Co-uperative ¥ill.

Farketing of padi is thus completely contrelisd iv the 8.9,
tlemanshiy is total non—existent. The farmers are thus asssured of
inz the government — controlled price for their padi. They are
{rom the low prices c¢f the middlemer and prevented fron being
i With such practices ss 'padi-kunchd' credit tc the money-

In this regard, the padi planters hers are in an snviable
Tonlilcone. Cne can only wish that this contrclled ~- wmarketing system
4% be exteanded to cover all the ereas of padi plantation, parti-
arly those in Kedah and Perlis, the notorious homes of padi-kunchid
rotices.

Lo=—ojperative Sector

Palking of Co-operative Mill, we are reminded of the idea
vi co=pperative. Perbaps we may be pardoned to irdulge in thie idea
«i cc-operative in relation to the Block and the 3.5. asz 2 whole.

Besides controlled — marketing of padi by the Gc»o?srativa
1, and the activities of the Fersziuan Peladang souwe of wﬁichkare
line with co-operative services, there is not other co-operstive
ant observable in the Block.

This is lamentable. Although trere are no mié?l?men in
rarketing, there are obvicusly middlemen %§Athe yro§1§19chf
i¥ consumption goods. The provision of daily necessities 13 the
sk is provided by an Indian shep situated at cne cormer of ihe
Or else the Block's settlers obtain thelr §r¢v1§1sn*fr§§ the
i1 skops at Tanjong Karang town.  Saved ttus from the middlemsn
¢ camp, the farmers of the Block are e#+till in the hands of those

ancther,

One can only express how ideal it is if this function ;e
fuken up by a Consumption Co~crerative. ¥ith the existence of this
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ytien Co-operative, im additiorn to the contrelled - marketips
i by the Co-operative #ill, snd the Persntuan Feladang running

: vssis of Producticn Co-cperative, J > o
¢ can be converted ints an absolutely

£ and the S.3. as g
rative colony.

In this instance, T .y
rative Segmert, proyposated by Prof
implement a penuine co=grerstive n
I o better area tian the &,u,
experiment at least. It is & asin
trhe settlers are Zenerslly poor.
i all resypects is urgently needed,
ians, there is a considerubly
rative ideag tc flourigh,

inded of the idea of

E% an sifective
e

: ltursl ares,
n ares wkers inprove-
wled orly by Hesles

S S o T
tie settlers for

achenion

Lupoverty and Bural Development in Molayeia®, Kajisn
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