CEAFTER 1

IF2RCoUCIey

Tris is a study ¢f Pleex ¥ of padi-land Sawah Sempadan,
Tanjor s Earars. It zonatitutes a part of phase 11T ¢f tle Tanjong
Ksarang Survey I'roject, uniertuiern by the lepartment ¢f Fconcmics,
Univerait; ¢f Falaya.

Sawal Sempadan, hencefcrth abbreviated as 5.8., is a plot
ef land, 9,1C0 acres in area, develeped from swampy Jungles in tre
132C%s for the cultivation of padi, It is situated about two miles
to the nortb-east of the town ¢f Tanjong Karang, in the District of ®
Kuala Selanyor.

It can be cbserved from Map I, 5.3. ic more ur less
systematically partitioned into twenty-four Blocks, wmost of which
are ¢f egual cize, Bach Block is designated with a capital letter
of Homan algplabet.

3ituated towards ths centre part of the eastern -~ most row
is Block P under study. Kap I1 slows that it is divided intc one
hundred and four lots, most of whick rmeasures three acres eaclk in
are8.

Cbjective

The cbjective of this study is primarily tc enquire into
the nature and yroblems ¢f ownership and operation of land in Block
F and cther related land elsewhere, and of the economic and socio-
eccnowic circunstances arising therefrom.

Tris study, together with cthrer exactly sinilar ores
conducted simultaneously in otler Blocks of S.3., will form a
treatise on 3.3, padi-land from the aspects of land cwnership mnd
cperation.

This treatise will in turn fit into a more comprehensive
thesis, ccneisting of enguiries into various aspects of land settle-
ment cf tle area, conducted over a jeriod of various years.

It is roped that this final thesis will be able to form a
kind ¢f a practical model throwing the much needed light on the
rrocese 2nd evolution of land settlement, and its econcmic, social,
cultural and other problems.



It is further hojped that this will eventually usher us to
2 more effective way of sppreciating and tackling the problems
relatins to land settlement ypsrticulsrly those ¢f the rurel areas.

Scoipe

kith the above cijeetive in wind, this study was conducted
in Blocek 1y 3.0., and when uand where necessary outside the Block as
well.

Tie enguiry was oonduoted into the netures snd problems of
lund cwrsrsbiy and cperaticr. Brieily, tie realms ¢f enguiry umsy
ba set out thus:

a) The nature and patiern ¢f ownership and
cyeraticn of land.

) Tre sxistence ard decree cf fragmmentaticn
of hclaings and farms.

¢ The cases and circumstances of joint-
ownershiyp and joint-o;eration.

d) Ctiher related topics suck as the lecation
of jieces of land, and the productivity and
output ¢f the crop in relation to the pattemrn
of ownerskip and coperation.

e) Cther seneral observations in so far as
they relate to any of the above topiocs.

¥etbodology

The enquiry was carried out by means ¢f Questionnaire TKFS.
4/44 Land (i), prerared by the Department oI Economica, University
of alaya. The Questionnaire is attached in Appendix I.

The writer interviewed the owner(s) or operator(s) or betlh
of each lot of land in the Block, irrsspective of whether they stay
in the Block itself or ocutside.

In cases where the relevant interviewses could nct be
contacted, efforts have buen made to obtain the relevant infcrmation
from such personalities as “Sidang™ and "Ketua" and officials of
"Kesatuan Feladang™ and also the neighbours of the respective
interviewees.

Pre writer alsc made & few visits toc the Land Cffice,

Kuela 3elangor, to examine the records concerning the land
in thke Block,

, It is very significant to note at this juncture that tiLe
analysis in this study is carried out only in se far as tle information



obtained throust the GQuestionnaire rces. The Questicnnaire may
fall sbort of some cther rslevart infcoriation. Also, no endeavour
bag been mnde tc estimate the manitude ¢f different types of errcrs

whicn are ipherent in a study of 4his nature,

Context and Terminclozy

Gwing to the exiztonoce i scme unique features in the
padi-lard of tre S.0., partieculsrly in relstion o the cwnersbip of
lana, there i - t¢ be precice and

Lodn thds stusd
socurate »ith resqmrde te context and terninolupy.

urzent n

This study cisouvers that, with resards to ¢wnespship of
land and sowme cother zatters, there is B sharp diveryonce between

de jure situation, that is %r=s situation as it exisis LEGALLY in
tle decuments and trestuont of tie Land Cffice; and de facto
situation, that is the situsticn ss it existe VHACTICALLY on tle
ground. In ¢rder t¢ bring c¢ut the economic and other implications
a8 they exist in tre resl world, thie study distinsuishes betiween
the twe situationas. HBither or both may be relevant in one ylace
or anciher. lenca, the noed to pbe precise as tc whichk ccntext the
study refers.

Fany important terme appear several times in this study.
{ne of trhese is ‘lot'. A lot is lLere tazken to mean an unbroken cr
undivided stretch ¢f land that is defined and registered under a
sinsle title, regardless «f tie &area. Hovever, a reculiar situaticon
exists in the case of some lots in the Bleock under study. Tris
reculiarity arises as a result of tre stipulation of tke Land Cffice
tihat for every lot ¢f land elienated in the 3.5., an acre of kampong
land elsewhere would alsc be elignated; and threse two would ve
re-lstered under & sinsle title. This results in two lcte being
rezistered under a ain:;le title, Tiere are as yet precisely seven
cases ¢f this nature in Bloock P.

It is cbvious, Lhowever, that such bendang-cum—kaspong
combinaiion, thoughk registered under a single title, is actually
nade up of two sepsrate lots.fer, physically, the two are divided
and broken. Foreover, even the Land Uffice jpractically recognises
tre sapsratg entity cuf sach through its slloceiion cf = separats
16t number.

There sre cases when not the whole lot, but only a PART
o1 the lot is relevant. These oases may be found mostly in de facto
context, An owner may hold, de facto, nct the wheole let whick is
registered under a single title, but conly a part cf it. Whenever

133& Appendix II, Schedule III, Approvel of Applicetion
for Lend, (Land itule 5), perticularly under 6(1).

25ee ibvid, pertioularly 6(1), 6(3) and 7(1).



only a PAAT ¢l & let aw delined abuve is refsrred to, the term
*sub~lot® will be evyployed. A sub-lot is thus & part of = lot,
regurdless of the propertion of tioe ares involved,

Tbere nre cther
and fra uentation, ovut €
Chepters.

Lmiticant tervs, suck as hcelding, farm,

cese will pe detfired undsr tre relevant




