ABSTRAK

From the Islamic perspective, human life is sacred and murder or any action
of destroying the human life is one of the biggest sins in Islam. There are cases of
murder that is permissible in Islam. Islam permits on¢ of those cases, known as
killing by rights or al-Qatl bi al-Haqq, if it is done under certain circumstances.
Those who killed another person by rights are excluded from punishment of
killing another person, which is known as gisas or diyat. Killing by rights is only
permitted if it is done under strict conditions and one must take into
considerations the objectives of the Lawgiver. Islam had given these rights to
certain persons or groups if the action is to fulfill one of The Five Lawgiver’s
Objectives (al-Maqasid al-Syariah) which done to preserve life of a person or
persons. Abortion is a criminal but therapeutic abortion is permitted in Islam.
Therapeutic abortion is an action of aborting the child in a2 woman’s womb to
preserve the mother’s life. Preserving both lives is important, but preserving the
life of the mother is more important than the child’s. Islamic jurists view the
mother’s life should be protected if the existing of her child endangers her.
Therefore, Islam views the therapeutic abortion as one of the killing by rights.
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