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ABSTRACT

This thesis is devoted towards contributing to the integral understanding of

Malik Bennabi’s integrative method in studying the phenomenon of civilization as
applied to the context of Islamic civilization. The present investigation has led to
the conclusion that what Bennabi has contributed to contemporary Islamic
thought is, above all, his multidimensional method of approaching the problems of
civilization, or his integrative view of civilization. The thesis is an attempt to
restore the sense of unity and integrality to his method that was fragmented and
disjoined by some works of partial nature and approach. Indeed, it is crucial to re-
examine his linkage method that integrates revealed morals and human experience
in a comprehensive system of analysis. The present thesis is an attempt to bring to
light the essence of his linkage method including, its theoretical framework, the

tools of analysis and the application.

The first chapter deals with Bennabi’s profile and social context taking into

account his maturation process, invol in the political and religious activities
and his contribution to contemporary Islamic thought. Being acquainted with his
living social context and maturation process, much greater significance is attached,
in the second chapter to his theoretical framework which constitute the key
conceptual foundation of his linkage method. In the course of the third chapter an
attempt is made to study his analytical tools which are developed for the purpose

of analyzing the phenomenon of civilization. These include a set of interrelated



and consistent concepts which function as a system of analysis. The latter,
involves in the process of analysis several tools and ideas from different
disciplines, such as religion, psychology, science of culture and personality,

sociology of knowledge, epistemology, history, natural sciences etc. Additionally,

the fourth chapter di the application of Bennabi’s method in the study of
the evolution of Islamic civilization, the causes for its decline and his project for
its reconstruction. In the summary and conclusion, the thesis provides a general

exposition on the characteristics of Bennabi’s method as well as some comments

and new directions for improvement.
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INTRODUCTION

In an early sense, one may propose that studying the method of approaching
the phenomenon of civilization is a fundamental question in the process of the
individual and collective human development through out the course of history. In
fact, the interest in the study of this method is justified by its vital role in the
orientation of the spiritual, material, social and cultural capacities of the individual
and society as well. Indeed, the efforts made in order to disentangle the methods
and patterns which govern the march of civilization in history and society are
regarded as an indicator for the human interest in studying the phenomenon of

civilization.

Accordingly, it is worth noting that “the very raison d’étre of collective

2]

human erience is civilization™ which represents “an enterprise of creativi
exp P Tp! s

innovation, and expansiveness both in time and space”™ In fact, one should confess

that the crucial matters that bear heavily on the study of civilization have to do with

the quality and nature of the method used in dealing with its complicated issues.

'Osman Bakar, Malik Bennabi’s Philosophy of Sciences, A paper presented at
International Seminar On Malik Bennabi, 14" September, organized by the Institute of
Advanced Studies (IPT), (Malaysia: University Malaya: Berita Publishing, 1991), p. 2.

2Chandler Keith, Beyond Civilization, (United States of America: Rivendell Publishing
Company, Inc, 1992), p. 32.



This is indeed, a vivid and most insightful matter of more interest and merit

henc TP TR, |

as well.  Therefore, developing a p ,  €p gil and

methodological system of approaching the problems of civilization is increasingly

h hall

ing the most ing problem of our time. The reason behind this lies on
the fact that “without a satisfactory definition or theory of civilization, it is
impossible to develop analytical methods that are specifically applicable to history.”"
Perhaps it is no exaggeration to claim that Malik Bennabi was one of the Muslim
writers who devoted themselves to the study of the patterns governing the
movement of human civilization in general and that of Islamic civilization in
particular. Obviously, the most significant contribution of Bennabi is above all his
method or what one may call his system of approaching the problems of civilization.
Indeed, if there is one central theme that runs through the vein of all his works, it is
the method of studying civilization. Therefore, a primary priority of emphasis in the
present thesis is laid upon his method and its three main parts: the theoretical
framework, the tools of analysis and the applications. The present thesis might find
its raison d’étre in his integrative method of approaching the problems of
civilization. What is particularly impressive about his method is not only the new
framework and tools of analysis, but also the ability to apply it in the study of
certain problems faced by Islamic civilization. According to him, we should
combine various disciplines in order to formulate the multidimensional system of

approaching civilization.

'Ibid., p. 3.



Hence, this system should be constructed upon two crucial pillars; firstly
the profound understanding of human psychology, sociology, culture and history.
Secondly, the deep understanding of the position and function of religion and values

in the development of human association.

Obviously, little is known about the method of Malik Bennabi in studying
human civilization in general and Islamic civilization in particular. Being himself a
mathematician with a genuine knowledge of human sciences and a profound
understanding of the role of religion and values in the human life, he had a faire
chance to introduce his method of studying civilization. Indeed, he exposed to our

clear view his multidimensional method, which demands careful analysis and stands

in need for i and evaluation in its theoretical framework, tools of

analysis and applications. So much, and more, will be introduced in this thesis,
anticipating the problem of the method of dealing with civilization according to

Malik Bennabi.

Concerning the method used in the analysis, I follow library research taking
into account various works of Bennabi and other works of the same concern. The
thesis uses comparative analysis for the purpose of determining Bennabi’s
contribution to the Islamic intellectual movement. Accordingly, the main
concentration will be on the conceptual and analytical approach, which

demonstrates the different ideas, concepts and tools through treating their literal,



technical and conceptual indications. On the other hand, the scope of the present
thesis excludes certain areas of Bennabi’s thought, such as political, economic,
social, ideological concepts. Another significant area, which is not touched in this
thesis, is Bennabi’s theory on the exegesis of the Qur’an. Furthermore, the cultural
and civilizational concepts that have other indications, rather than their

methodological dimensions are excluded.

The main purpose of the present study is to make contribution to the

thorough and sy ic understanding of Bennabi’s method in approaching the

problems of civilization as well as to evaluate this method and examine its
originality and effectiveness. The thesis aspires also towards contributing to the
present Islamic intellectual process of constructing a comprehensive and original
method, which could help in analyzing the problems of Islamic civilization.
di rate:

Furthermore, it Bennabi’s multidi ional method which integrates

various disciplines in the study of civilization, such as psychology, sociology, social

psychology, culture, religion, history and so on.

A survey of the literature and works on Bennabi reveals that the serious and
in-depth researches are few and far from utilizing the first hand original material
which is found in French language. Additionally, the present survey did not find any

attempt, which is devoted mainly to the problem of method in Bennabi’s thought.



This serious shortage may stand as a real justification for the present endeavour.
However, a general picture can be drawn of the few works which are available.
1- Malik Bennabi: His life and Theory of Civilization, Doctoral thesis, Fawzia
Bariun, (USA: University of Michigan, 1988). In her attempt Bariun examined the
surroundings which influenced Bennabi’s personality and thought. She also dealt
with the question of his life and intellectual career. The main issue in that her work
was his theory of civilization. In fact, Bariun was able to grasp the essence of his
ideas about the issue of civilization. She touched many concepts pertinent to his
sociological and historical thought. It is of merit to note that she did not treat the
issue of method of studying civilization according to Malik Bennabi. Even though,
she used some concepts and references related to method, she did not provide any
comprehensive study that examines the theoretical framework, the tools of analysis
and the applications of Bennabi’s method of studying civilization.
2- Mushkilat al-Hadarh ‘inda Malik Bennabi, Muhammad Abdul Salam al-Jafairi.
This book discusses the contributions of the Islamic thought before the era of
Bennabi as well as the meaning of civilization and its problems according to
Bennabi. In fact, the book attempts to examine the possibility of benefiting from
Bennabi’s thought in our present situation. However, there is no direct analysis of
the issue of method of studying civilization. He mentioned few ideas about the

method but there is no study of its fr: k, tools and appli

3- Al-Tagyir al-ljtima’ inda Malik Bennabi, Al al-Qurayshi. In his attempt al-

Qurayshi introduced the situation of the Islamic world in general and that of Algeria



in particular during the time of Bennabi. He also studied Bennabi’s theory of social
change including his view of civilization and culture. Additionally, he provided an
evaluation of Bennabi’s theory of social change. It is obvious that this attempt was
able to touch many important concepts and ideas of Bennabi’s method of studying
civilization. However, we should note that it lacks the consistency and

pi i . There is no sy

is of the method in its framework,
tools an application which makes the reader unable to grasp the essence of
Bennabi’s method and its effectiveness.

4- Falsafat al-Hadarh inda Malik Bennabi, Sulayman al-Khatib. In this book, the
author introduced Bennabi’s philosophy of civilization. He commenced with his life,
personality, contributions and social context. A comprehensive attempt was made
to cover almost the entire concepts related to Bennabi’s view of civilization and
culture. Indeed, we should confess that this attempt was mature and covering many
issues of Bennabi’s thought. However, the matter of the truth is that Al-Khatib’s
work lacks also the in depth study of the method. It did not treat one single issue in-
depth, rather it touches many ideas and concepts. In fact, Al-Khatib’s approach
cannot assist in discovering the entire system of thought that runs through the vein
of Bennabi’s work. Certainly, his work introduces the ideas but it did not provide an
approach of dealing with the issue of the method of studying civilization in its three

main rocks; Framework, tools of analysis and application.



The organization of the thesis is as follows: The introduction deals with the
problem, scope, objectives, literature review, organization of the thesis and
problems anticipated. The first chapter is devoted to examine Bennabi’s biography
and his scholarly accomplishments. Additionally, it comprises the surroundings,
which influenced his personality and thought as well as his contribution to the
contemporary Islamic thought. On the other hand, this chapter contains some
observations on Bennabi’s personality and thought. In the second chapter, one
edges nearer-to our main concern of his method; starting with the theoretical

framework that runs through the vein of all his works. It examines the central

q posed through his intell | career as well as the general vision
adopted in treating the phenomenon of civilization. Additionally, this chapter
comprises some observations and comments on his theoretical framework. In the
course of the third chapter, an attempt is made to enlarge our understanding of the

analytical tools and to construct the body of the method. It includes some tools

derived from various disciplines. Furthermore, this chapter contains some

R

observations and on bi’s tools of analysis. The fourth chapter deals
with the implementation of Bennabi’s method in studying the evolution of the
Islamic civilization per se. It is an attempt to test as well as to verify the practical
capacities and effectiveness of his framework and analytical tools in approaching the
real problems of decline and reconstruction of Islamic civilization. It concentrates

.

on the phases of its psyct ial and histori Itural evolution. Furthermore, this

chapter demonstrates certain solutions that can reform it, taking into consideration



the cultural and educational dimensions. This chapter also contains some
observations and comments on Bennabi’s evaluation of the development of Islamic
civilization. In the conclusion an attempt is made to summarize and evaluate the
outcome of the entire study. It includes the general characteristics of Bennabi’s
method, such as its multidimensionality, originality, creativity, comprehensiveness

and being criterial and realistic. Furthermore, the conclusion comprises some

suggestions that can imp: Bennabi’s method in studying civilization.

In the course of this analysis, many problems and difficulties have posed
certain burden on my side. However, the researcher would focus on two major
problems in which serious and careful considerations were taken. Firstly, the type of
sources and references utilized in this study. In fact, the research is mainly based on
the close examination of the French works of Bennabi, followed by the Arabic and
few available English translations. In fact, the exercise of translation is very difficult
because of two reasons; firstly the concepts and terms which he utilizes and repeats

rs 1

q y have Itidi ional i Many of them are related to

different disciplines; such as history, sociology, psychology, culture and philosophy.
Secondly, there is a difficulty in finding suitable translations for these terms and
concepts. Therefore, in many cases the researcher writes the term in English
attached to its transliteration to avoid any kind of confusion or bias. Another
difficulty that bears heavily on this research is the multidimensional and integrative

method. In this respect, the researcher deals with various disciplines and



approaches, which make the work more demanding. However, an attempt is made

to avoid any kind of bias by following the indications and ings of the

and terms throughout the entire works of Bennabi. In fact, research is made to
disentangle every reference to his ideas not only within his works but also in any
other works that can provide assistance. Therefore, the reader would note that in
the study of every concept, the researcher attempts to refer to the different places
and contexts in which this concept may be used. However, the researcher
acknowledges that any bias that may flow from this work is inevitable. Therefore,
one lets Bennabi whenever the context allowed it speak for himself. In addition, I
tried to keep my paraphrasing down and size the number of quotations in order to
provide a chance for the reader to examine the originality and effectiveness of

Bennabi’s ideas.
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