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APPENDIX E : Examples of Questions asked to Guide Learners in Writing
Dialogue Journals

1. Do you like / hate this story? Explain why?
2. What confuses you? What don’t you understand?

3. How does this story make you feel? Does this story remind you of
anything? What comes to mind?

4. What is your opinion of Mr. Loisel and Madam Loisel? Do you feel
sympathy for either of them? Why / why not?

5. Do Mr. Loisel and Madam Loisel deserve what they got? Explain.
6. Do you like Mr. Loisel and Madam Loisel?

7. What are the values of the characters?

8. How do these values compare with your own values?

9. Do you know anyone like Mr. Loisel and Madam Loisel in your life?
Explain.
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APPENDIX F: Transcripts of discussion on 7he Necklace.

Teacher: Ok girls, let’s talk about The Necklace. First of all, do you like
the story?

Ai Ling : It’s ok lah. From that I learnt many experiences ...ah...

Teacher : What kind of experiences? What is the most important thing you
learnt

from this story?
Ai Ling : Wife must cherish her husband...ah... must work very hard.

Teacher : Interesting, just like the husband cherishes the
wife...emm... what do

you think, Yasha?
Yasha : First, mustn’t be so greedy in life.
Teacher : Do you think everybody is greedy?
Yasha : Some people lah.
Teacher : Don’t you think there’s a little bit of greed in all of us?
Yasha : No lah. Only some people lah.
Teacher : Oh, you’re not greedy at all? ( Laughter from all.)
Yasha : Some things lah, in my education.

Teacher :  You’re greedy with your education? How can you be greedy
with your

education?
Yasha : Work very hard lah, madam.
Teacher : Ok, what do the rest of you think about greed?
Li Hoon : 1 feel not all people greedy lah for money.
Ai Ling : Maybe for other things lah, materialistic lah.

Veni : Most of us are materialistic.



AiLing :

Veni

Li Hoon :

Teacher :

clothes?

Yasha

AiLing :

Teacher :

Yasha
AiLing :

Teacher :

Ai Ling :
happy lah.

Teacher :
you

study

Yasha

Teacher :
make

Yasha
AiLing :
Yasha

AiLing :
jewel...
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But how much we are, that’s important.

: You cannot be too much lah.

General lah, the pearls, chain and clothes.

You mean jewellery and clothes, people want jewellery and

They so pentingkan [place importance] the money lah.
And how we look lah to improve life.

How does looking good improve our lives?

Want to compare with others lah.

Want to look nice, standard lah.

Ok, what have you learnt after reading this story?

Sometimes when you greedy ah...it won’t make you very

That’s why lah.

Ok, you all say you want to study very hard. Yasha, you said
want to study very hard. Can you tell me why you want to

hard?
To make my life better.

To make your life better in what way? How do you want to

your life better?

To have very good job.

Very good job mean more money lah. (General laughter.)
Not like that.

Then like what? Big car, big house, beautiful dress, a lot of



Yasha

AiLing :

Yasha

Teacher :

Can

All

Yasha

Teacher :

Veni

Yasha

Teacher :

All

Ai Ling :

wants.

Yasha

AiLing :

Yasha

Teacher :

she

Yasha

Veni

AilLing :
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( Laughter)

No lah, not jewel.
But big house, big car?

Ya. (Laughter)

So you see, there’s an element of greed in all of us, isn’t it?
anybody here say that you're not greedy at all? (Everyone
shakes their head in negation.) Cannot eh, even I
can’t say that. Everybody wants more money, isn’t it?

Yeah.

Life like that, million man also want more.

Ok, what other things did you learn from this story?

I think must respect our eh...

Life partner.

Does Mathilde respect her husband?

No.

Always what she wants, never ask the husband what he

I want this gown lah, I want that lah...
She too much ambition.
Yeah, she want her husband to become rich.

Ok, in your journals, all of you said that you don’t know why

married Loisel.
Maybe she compel by parents.
I think so.

She no choice lah, tradition.
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Teacher : 1t’s not tradition but more like a class system.

Yasha : Like India lah.

Veni : Yeah, woman from one class cannot marry man from
other class.

Teacher . Yes, something like that. Mathilde was from the working

class so she had to marry someone from her own class.

AiLing : Better she stay on her own lah, she very sad.

Veni : But last time, woman stay at home, never work, only in
the home.

Teacher . If you were Mathilde, what would you have done? Put

yourself in her place, you’re very beautiful, you’re very poor, would you
want to marry or stay by yourself? )

Veni : Get married but not like Mathilde.

Yasha : Respect husband.

Li Hoon : Husband also must respect wife.

Teacher : Yes, we must respect one another.

Yasha : That day I read in newspaper , one woman in India, from
low class she run away marry man from high class.

Veni : What happened?

Yasha . That man’s uncles,brother,father all go to that woman’s

house, tarik [ pulled] all she sisters and mother to sawah [paddy field] and
rape.

Li Hoon : Ai Yo! [My goodness!]

Teacher : See bad things like this still happens today, what more in
those days.

Li Hoon - Still got class ah?

Veni : Yes, in India.

Teacher : Yeah, we call it the caste system.

Yasha : Here also got. When you want to marry ah they ask you

many things one.
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Veni : Low class, no people want to marry.

Li Hoon : Terrible, ah.

Ai Ling - If me, I better not marry, stay alone better. Bukan terpaksa
kahwin [not forced to get married] what...

Ai Ling : Madam, 1 think about too much ambition turn to greed.
For me woman naturally always greedy.

Yasha : Not woman alone, men also.

Veni : They ah want different things from woman but they also
want things.

LiHoon : Yeah, I also think men also very greedy but they want
different things ah from woman.

Veni : Like Loisel, he want his gun.

Li Hoon - But woman like to, to look nice every time.

Yasha : Men nothing to look nice.

Li Hoon : Everyday wear seluar [trousers] and shirt only.

Veni : Of course, they not wear jewel.

Ai Ling : Then, they look like a nut. (Laughter)

Li Hoon : Woman also don’t wear now, dangerous lah.

Ai Ling : Yeah, alot of snatch ah ...

Teacher : Snatch thieves.

Yasha : Yeah, sometimes they curi [steal] , then they come back,

they so angry it’s palsu [artificial].

Li Hoon : Better not wear anything.

Yasha - Yeah, waste money some more, buying jewel.

Veni : Save money in the bank better.

AiLing : Yeah, go for a trip also very nice or buy something nice to

eat.
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Teacher : Ok, to round it up, do you think that Mathilde deserved
her punishment?

Yasha : Yeah, she must be happy with what she have.

Ai Ling : Easy to say lah, you happy or not with what you have?
Yasha : Happy lah but want to change some things lah.

Ai Hoon : We cannot ah.. kehidupan [live] like parents lah.

Teacher : Yeah, your parents’ lives are hard so I'm sure you want a

better life. Then, why do you all keep on saying that Mathilde deserves
what she got? You kep saying “very good, very good”. She’s only human
isn’t she and it was a human thing to do. (Laughter)

Ai Ling : [ think all of us want a better life.

Teacher : Ok then, what did Mathilde do that was so wrong?

Li Hoon : She borrow necklace.

Yasha : We all borrow things also.

Li Hoon : Yeah, but...

Veni : She borrow then she dance, have fun too much.

Ai Ling : Yeah loh, dance with so many men, not with husband
also.

Teacher . I think that Loisel doesn’t like to dance. So, do you all

think that if a husband doesn’t like to do an activity like dancing, the wife
can still do it?

All : Yeah.

Teacher : Ok girls, thank you very much for your time.
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APPENDIX G: Transcripts of discussion on The Drover's Wife.

Teacher : First of all tell me if you all like the story.

Li Hoon: Little bit like lah.

Teacher : Why only a little bit?

Li Hoon: The woman alone.

Veni : The man not responsible, leave the wife alone.

Yasha : He didn’t take care of the family lah.

Veni : They must know they’re the head of the family.

Teacher: What do you think Ai Ling, must the man always be the head of
the family?

Ai Ling : No. ( General laughter.)

Li Hoon: Because the man always go to work in the ...

Veni : far away place lah

LiHoon: Ah...yeah...far away place, nobody to take care of the children
and woman can responsible take care of the children.

Teacher : What you’re saying is the woman is more responsible towards
the family... What do you think Ai ling?

AiLing : For me, if I the drover’s wife ah... I not happy also because
there so dangerous and the place not suitable for family.

Teacher : But can everybody live in the town?

AiLing: They can try what...

Teacher : What can they do? Maybe he doesn’t know anything else
except droving.

AiLing: Cause their luck actually is like they can control it lah. For
example ah.. they can do something better or just like things something
better lah because to change their live lah.

Teacher : Ah... so what you’re saying is fate is in our hands and we can
change our fate.

AiLing: Ha.

Teacher : Really? Then how come there are so many poor people in this
world?

AiLing: They don’t want to effort ah....if you effort, you can get it lah.
Veni : Not like that, they’re not confident with theirself . They think
they can’t.

AiLing: Ofcourse.

Yasha : Poor people,work harder.

Teacher : Oh, then how come they’re not more successful? She said that
if they work very hard, then they’ll be successful.

AiLing : Maybe their luck lah. (Laughter)

Teacher : Oh, luck...what you mean is your luck is sometimes not in
your hands lah.

AiLing : Some things that we can control, then we must go ahead lah.
Teacher : What do you think Li Hoon?

Li Hoon: Sometimes we cannot change the choice.
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Teacher : What about the drover? Do you think he likes to go droving ,
leaving his his family behind?

Yasha : No, it’s the job like that so he must go.

LiHoon: He can find another work, to work as... always take care of his
family. Not go far place to work...he can change the work lah.

Yasha : Cannot lah because they live in Australian bush, the place is
so ah...ah... ~
Teacher : Isolated?

Yasha : Ah... and far away from town.

Vein : Ifthey go to town, must pay rent... droving is...

Yasha : You see now they can work hard, there are not many factories,
they are also poor, how they’re going to go to the town?

Veni : Correct.

Ai Ling: Maybe they can sell something.

Veni : Sell what?

Yasha : Sell what? Already they’re poor.

Ai Ling: Sell food or drinks ah...

Veni : How? They must need modal [capital] what?

Ai Ling: They can just work... work for somebody first. After that they
get the modal and open shop lah.

Teacher: So the choice is theirs you mean, where they want to live.

Ai Ling : Yeah.

Teacher : Ok, now what do you think of the drover’s wife who’s got no
name? I’m very interested to know your opinions.

Veni : The writer is a man, maybe he don’t want to put a name.
Yasha : Maybe the name is not important for the story.

Teacher: Not important for the story, 0.k.

Yasha :Because the drover also far away from the family so the writer
say the drover’s wife lah.

Teacher: Oh, to give emphasis to the drover’s wife.

Yasha : Inthe story the name is not important.

Teacher: Ok, generally do you like this story?

AiLing: I just like the mother only.

Teacher: Oh, you just like the mother not the father?

Ai Ling: Maybe ah her husband must try to make their life better lah, the
drover lah.

Veni : But, we read the drover’s wife, we never read the drover. Don’t
know what he doing. Maybe he also rasa sedih [feeling sad] ah...rindu
[missing] he family. He be drover to get money not to enjoy.

Yasha : Yeah lah, they never tell lah.

Veni : My father ah, he also don’t like to go anywhere lah, never take
family.

Yasha : Yeah, but drover must go lah, he no pilihan [choice].
AiLing: Ah lah, I just appreciate the mother lah, madam.

Yasha : She very patient woman.

Teacher: What about you Li Hoon?



—

140

Li Hoon: I don’t like lah because the drover cannot responsible for the
family loh..

Teacher: Ah...not responsible.

Li Hoon: He a man but he never take care the son daughter, their safety.
Yasha : Don’t know what’s happening to them.

Veni : A lotof people like this now lah.
Teacher: Yes, I suppose it’s just showing us some aspects of the world
we live in.

Li Hoon: Money not important lah.
AiLing: Ya loh, the drover earn a lot of money, then come back the
family all dead, then, regret lah.

Veni : I like the story because writer said woman can do anything
ah...woman is brave, if not have any man in their family, they can do
anything.

Teacher: Ahh.. they can survive without the man. Ok, what happens if
both parents go out to work?

Veni : Don'tlike that, because my parents, they two also go to work
but they take care of the children, not leaving the children like animal lah.
LiHoon:  Sometimes parents leave the children and go to work and they
no ahh... dapat [get] the kasih saying (love], family.

Veni : Yeah, love is more important than money.

Yasha : Ofcourse. -
Teacher : Ok, between the drover’s wife and the necklace, which do you
like better?

Yasha : Ilike the drover’s wife because she happy with what she
have, not impian [dream] to have more.

Veni : lagree with Yasha

AiLing: Mathilde also ok lah, before she lost necklace, she not nice lah
but after she lost she very hardworking.

Li Hoon : I also like drover’s wife, she can take care of their children’s
and not, not Mengelakkan beban lah [run away from the responsibility].
Teacher : She doesn’t run away from her responsibilities.

Veni . But Mathilde also, she not run away from her responsibilities.
Yasha : Yeah, when she lost necklace, she not say, “No, no, it’s not
me!” She work hard, she pay back.

Veni : The two ladies responsible, madam. They see the problem and

not run away.

Yasha : Yes, they find way to selesaikan [solve it].

Li Hoon: Yeah, two woman very strong.

AiLing : We all woman, and in this world we must be strong.

Teacher : What about the men in the two stories?

Yasha : Mr Loisel, he nice man but little bit pondanlah [like a gay).
He like tempat pijak kaki [doormat] to Mathilde but the drover /agi teruk
[worse] ahh.. always not home.

LiHoon: Mr Loisel, kind, loving man. I think he is good man.

Veni : [Iagree.



141

Yasha : He’s kind but he must a bit more ahh... macam lelaki [like a
man] so Mathilde tak buli [doesn’t bully] him.
Teacher : Ok girls, it’s been an interesting discussion Thank you.



