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APPENDIX A

Student Questionnaire

Instructions : Please answer all the questions by writing in the space provided.

1.

2.

10. Do you keep a diary? :

11. Have you heard of journal writing? :

Name :

Father's name & Occupation :

Mother's name & Occupation :

Hobby :

Do you like reading English books? :

State the types of books that you like to read. :

Did you find the literary texts which you have read in your literature class

enjoyable? :

Why are they enjoyable/not enjoyable? :

Name one short story or poem that you found interesting :

12. Briefly describe what you think journal writing is all about. :
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APPENDIX B

Journal Writing
Name :

Read the short story 'The Sound Machine'. What were your feelings about the
story?
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APPENDIX C
GUIDED QUESTIONS FOR JOURNAL WRITING

Read the text recommended. The questions below are meant as a guide in writing the
response to the text that you have read. They have been divided into 4 sections. You
are required to choose at least one question from each section when writing your
journal. Please attempt all 4 sections.

Remember, there is no limit to the length of your journal.

You are free to express your views, ideas, thoughts, and feelings pertaining to your
reading of the text. You are free to write about the things that the questions have not
asked.

Remember, this journal is to know how you feel about your reading, the text and
your understanding of it.

What do you feel?
¢ Is the text interesting? Why?

¢ Does any part of this text make you feel scared, annoyed, sad, frustrated, happy
or horrified? Which part and why?

¢ How do you feel towards certain characters? Who is your favourite character?
Why?

What do you notice?

¢+ Do you notice the significance in the title of the text?

¢ Why did the author begin or end the story/poem this way? Give reasons.
¢ Do you agree with how the writer sees the world? In what ways?

What do you question?

¢ Do you find yourself saying "Yes, I agree" or "That's unbelievable!". Explain
where and why.

¢ Do you question any of the decisions that a character has made?
¢ Do you wonder what a certain paragraph/stanza in the text might mean?

What do you relate to?

¢ Is the message in the story/poem relevant to you? Why do you say so?

¢ Have you learnt anything important from this text?

¢ Does anything in this story/poem remind you of something from your own

experience, or a movie, a TV programme, a song or another text that you have
read? Talk about that.

ENJOY YOUR JOURNAL WRITING!
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APPENDIX D

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Do you enjoy the literature lessons? Why do you enjoy or not enjoy these
lessons?

Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?

Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature
classroom?

How did you find this activity?

What did you think your teacher wanted you to do when she first asksed you to
respond to the literary texts?

How did you find the first two journal writing activity (without guide)?

Did you feel more confident in writing down your responses in the second part
when there were guided questions? Why?

Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before
writing down your response?

Were the questions easy to understand? If no, state the questions/sections that
you found difficult to attempt.

Do you find that you can respond better with the guided questions?

Did you find that your understanding of the text improved after this journal
writing activity? If yes, how?

What is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature
classroom?

Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students'

develop their responses to the literary texts? Why do you say so?



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
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Has journal writing helped you understand the issues and concerns depicted in
the text? Why?

Are you able to relate better to the characters, events and issues after writing
down your responses?

Are you more confident now in writing down your responses to a text compared
to before?

Do you have any suggestions on improving the journal writing activity?

Which do you prefer, journal writing with or without guide?
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APPENDIX E

DEVELOPMENTAL MODEL OF A READER-RESPONSE APPROACH TO
TEACHING LITERATURE

Level 1 : Literal Understanding
Readers give summaries of the events of the text. Understanding of the text is at a

very superficial level. They are merely narrating the information in the text.

Level 2 : Empathy

Readers are involved with the text. They state their preferences, likes and dislikes
based on the texts, characters and events. They have imaginative sympathy with one
of the characters in the text and, and this sympathy can range from reacting with the

character to imagining how the character feels.

Level 3 : Connections
From the readings, the readers make connections between the characters and their
lives, and from this, they learn about their own lives. They are also able to apply

other reading or media to the text.

Level 4 : Reflection
The readers reflect on the significance of events and behaviours in the texts. Their
reflection leads to generalizations and evaluations of the characters and theme of the

texts.

Level 5 : Evaluation And Recognition Of Fiction
Readers view the texts as construct. They evaluate forms of narration and social and
cultural values of the implied author. They also evaluate the "goodness" of the worl

itself.

Note : This model is adapted from Thomson, 1987
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RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT -
ANGELINE
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RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF HIGH PROFICIENCY
STUDENT - ANGELINE
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APPENDIX G
RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT -
SAVITHA
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Read the poem ‘The Road Not Taken’. What were your feelings about the poem?
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RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF HIGH PROFICIENCY
STUDENT - SAVITHA
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APPENDIX H
RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT -
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Read the poem 'The Road Not Taken'. What were your feelings about the poem?
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invoived . All the mope , when very peﬂ:‘i« cmbark on that journey. Here 15 when
| tearn to be ongma‘ ard not foilow +he herd .
_ «}odﬂj : ' ’

Chojces | maLeAmn make  or break me sugmﬁtmﬂj in the fubwre. Who I\fa‘-'!«»-bb
Fomarrow 46 o rgsult uf my d{uslof) ‘det-‘(j- [here fopel fee[ -anf' { have
4o be wise o mal{ixfj deus 25 and when necessany seek the counsel of older
20ple who 'have had such expenences S0 *rhq‘f ) can letarn -Fn-)m +hem and
peop | e
not repeat or avoid ﬁw—m’k{ng Hre misfekes #‘e\j may have made. Later m
life, 1 witl have <o afc“f" the <onse(t'ueh<!2$ of my choce and aot dwel| on

—

the Fasf’.



95

RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF HIGH PROFICIENCY

§ ,
%ﬂ,\g Sound Macung

in 4hig sforq Huw messaqe of - qéqmg othesrs who are different from
Finat

us5 otnkes o chord in_me. Somehoy _at fimes \ find 1 hard 4o accep-} 'HqOSp,

seem dbnpimal 4o me . Then caom | ask avyvcelf, ‘whoat (€ | was different
7 ~

Fom cthers 7How would others parlive me THow would feel? some pauple |
¥ L]

*ij hnnesh 1 r@.\ tor the soul. e

 As p«\"dg{ wpon thes thece 41‘34451{07)9 W opoemes mare el 1o me that

fun _pUzen ,p‘,vx,!,c?,i_dﬁ&ﬁ'fﬁ*\j Jhence k;«d\‘n_«f; us tu be tolérant |, Qracious
4

Jt’md ﬂaﬁw{ towards one amother. Howeuer, not  all o us veact in. Y monnes

hue Faoguld and 1n He Pvogeed hwit 4heye txoma who ave ‘abnormal . Here

‘\ kam  that | need 1o be mere oaﬁmw‘ cmnma and 4ragovs towards people

hle Kiausner and acept them for who thay are, for each person is unigue

“and sqmdafl' i, thar  ewn wey

L find this text protty }m‘%ﬁnﬂﬁmainlj because its stomy-fine
is_somehot ifRrent. Most stories that | rend are predictable and fujua“g
deals with things that are the nom and clote fo s . Bn the contrang, s
stong_touches om %’Ml%rm inventen that 15 guite dnodative Mdcwahv’e‘i
Qwu%ggg et peoply do pat offen dhink abv«f Here you see @ man,
Klousner _dubbed to be g man aheod zz:{ this ¥ hme . A ho samg i, you
G%wsle Hot Dr Scott and prs. /%cumdexs reLpOMNR and qu(mqa fowardd

sz maun_characler.
l add (olour fo Hhe Te€X+.

The bef,ubar events that Imooem like when M0 . /Squndzp wa/) B

(;utﬁna H\e roses, Hmww cowld hzar skﬂdd Nso wkm K\aMWﬂH-eJ[

He trae und aslied Or Sott 4o apqu ioding _on it. Call i} illogical,

bizzore
wsant & ward, Hhis shoyy i¢ w’fwn'»g wmu;uﬁ- and foadd Dahd hoy
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. T ound amusemeﬁf

v\/)&('l o lqs ,m/zaﬁncdwe O’ulﬁo o i?m’\’ﬁ eut L:fz aad 7‘51”(,('/\
His short Sio-f'}-f-‘

'FJ ! \/Dwd/ whj [lausner n MAdﬁ "”'\Q d-QUS/lG"" “/D u"f LLU/«

ﬂg__q_[\_ctjﬂ\g{l g(ygl/t 1Od4ml on (1.1 Hunle h,e wz/\’rfadm ;1

J‘JAM“I_[;JAMQ:Q,,,W!‘%N”%‘\*(‘; fhe Hree and Hun %L fo_head ov
rleve  Hw Pain_ he //I/W%&;(Jﬁd__@h 1}.75}755_ hurt it in #w [ist

]Plaoe?
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_ Robert Frost hasyxia&n'a_&mbadi_edﬁig, choices we face in iR in dain language,
'ﬂ_a 9-’05954' manner but jﬁ ;?m\;i_n}{he,gssmcﬁ of c/?va‘s-’onfmakirag, N a m,ofivaﬁga,
a}ﬁl@“ﬁ ‘“"ff us “i?'{"J . dl".‘jﬂw foct that_at some poinﬁ of our hfe,we have been

wsented _with g two equally attractive alternatives and when we do, what actions do
i then dedde to foke 7 Hert in this poem, the wnkr d‘w‘picﬂ *hg,Je%fa,ffj,otfeg;zs’,zﬁ@zgi
&daﬂ,,,’rhqsg,,m,vzn%fs na ,ﬂ@f,,ﬂz:&!?ry :;tjﬁl;‘,;ﬁ, S .

- , . v , "
Ihe P'—*Cf: was at crossroads in his e Line 2 And 507y Vcould not travel both |
g\mhes that hé was ,'f‘%li:}wgm:re,jhm,he had to make o choite between poth the

tions. OF course , he wonked to see where cuch choite would boang hin o as saud in
. X X as ,
tese_lines,“ fmd looked down one far qs Jeould’.

Mo 7

‘_@}Jgﬁ;% thet, he chose the second aption pecuuse i looked, imvih negy Compare d
: 5 :

s the ofher. And _having perhops the batter claim” and ' Becaws® (f wos grassyand
anted weer' show fhat the poet hes madk his decision because it apprared Hhat

Mt,pﬁq?lg_v.vﬁu_'d,_hM,efmi,gﬁt{mﬂj, chosen that path making it mere inte€sting .

ini’}_&b_lad, the deds)zn was not casy to_meke -(qu@g/a,,thAm{, tha+ once he

ode o cholte ,ther would be no twoing badk JHL thought he wou ld expiox fie
it pond anether 4ime ,,ci;gp;b;xd,, 1 ‘,O,k,,!,,l,usz:‘b& fist for another cla:j.‘ ()

lhis was pecause he knew i su hat o€ _Expenentk oy d ad sn 4o another |
B seen i fines ' Met L@gﬂicj how wctj,,&(ids,_q;,z, o wo i_doubted i€ [ should ever
Lvme_b@tk_-_.*, S . _

__ Now,as he locked beck , he zom%iﬁﬂﬁ\ﬁg-’ ets ,ngfigsﬂg able b fied both the optiops
nd recalises ot he never will. e wndstond Phet he has made a cheite few people

w,”d _ :l Took Hﬂ() FAE [ess 'fr.;:;/("{i(J b‘j ’ (u’}({ I’I[S ({403&' haS C]“\Liﬂgﬁd',/fl;m,‘f(: LR

he peson he evon Jmm&j brned ouf 4o be , o o
| fvnd Mjf@'f agre g with the hnes LOh,l leep ‘H\l fcst for anothar day’
J- A - ! 7

ek “nf’wrﬂa how way, ,,&Eds,_an.,vﬂyg@ ,_vl_dgu;lzvid;if‘lzbcmld;u&gwwck_f&a;_

msg‘a‘be{@)# can he difficult to moke o choice ketween hoo %a&d_gm_
plion> belause we cannot see iwhat lies ahead- we can_hope for the best and

hose wiﬁﬂbj- B ,
fs_ humans , there is._bound icghggc‘Léf‘n&gwg#,'_’ezgfe'f hot b&’nj able fo fned out
nth_the ophions . We ,cqanethhﬂfpbui,wmi@c what it would have been if we had
hosen the offer optien inslead.Here | am that dm‘r@ these 4imes, | have o
nake . the best deusien afer maling wite %uigwlwg. and seeking the counsel o




98

W___B'lig to male deczions fa{ﬂ?ﬂaﬂq o mS+€ad Of (o"nF'««ISlO‘V)

o N
o o nemmdéd_tf an g{J f’é S ¢s Tyw g,na%i,j Kaca 5 . wmu« ’S,Cﬁ'i
it tog Onj cho In_this sechon Myw de o detour, the nine tcams

vere ;,Pitkﬂkd wi'H" JEJ*D &{)'ﬁ()ﬂs paragitdu!q and mwﬂ*&q b;k_Jm Bof‘i‘r Qf?ﬁu‘!&

nad «Hwar Per,(ma’ cony. | lfj’f’l_cy,ﬁaf_g_d_ed, Hl% }\gd fo run down a 5{4474 }1_[{ (mq/
the-oHffrum there, ther safely wao assued becwuse cach person was assisfed by

LHained Pacoghder. On_the Other han d,if yeu were afraid of heights you would

dher nef because you hod to pacaglide  for seme Joo medres in dic whereas the
i {@in - biking._wvou Id_pc_a_mere familiar vehcle to use and manceyyre with.
lienging. fask os well.In this

f(bwu/b( ‘H‘\.Q Aerrcunt wWints fuigh OYDJ':'} lj er ._JeL,,ébU

faw , all Hu feams dhose b fafaij@ ar\C( many_ @ of them cvircame theic fear ‘7A¥

. PRET
i rﬂquf) “nd ’V”\)’xk fified that if wus the moct aAMazqg Thing ny heed dene it

ir ,LJ).{cu - ,‘ hus, m:s.qajj_;{,mﬁ_g stone n ealh of indir Lees.
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APPENDIX I
RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT -

ZAIFUL

t Sound  Machim o R

My flue SYery sty YTl Somh y\qdm'\% W‘“\’t WU your -&gh\sbs o,lsw.'\' '}l\c Skrb? i}

Fl\rs’r WapreSs RN When Tvead the sherd ,5&%1 [ Gnd I‘FNV\& Hhat m‘lwﬁyg -

Mner, o Ard and onfident  boy. He doesn't care what gesple critics A_«mf&hﬁ&n}—r
ok and eRyW in eViwy Hhvg he does. Even{"mo\\ pesple 5aid he Crazy but éwﬁmk:d_ o
hdt I Sound mackine he iaventel isanew H“"‘f) _aud never be infduced &y other people.
e 1wl ik P Bl klausner PLL AT will , Weand "mgﬂﬂp_k
ﬂgrmm\'\ s 3 adn Jearn from the p(;s.t. and_nevrgive up to_try the best, T ﬂw‘

w\; }kc \lr;S:\m _chamefares HC_and. ng* new thing o a better Ife in yorsh Come
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*m«u..u._%w

mL the poem © Tke Rw\ Not  Taken'
!l,“lf,mre,,vygﬂr ‘&E‘,MQS abow: 4 poem.

N T vy opin thig poem_is_inderesting because ifs feach me how £ make o
dedsion e my bife. P Ee =4 —wsek K\ anser—do—fotiow One Jﬁ\g, T geva poblom,

b C‘AQ“ﬁs-_Lc’fwe.&'\_g!\N Be &qt_)\_or Mﬁ\}ﬁa,ﬂfkr'ﬁh\Sk High stheals. Ts @ hard declitonto
Oeose W wisely T swk o Lok o Nme to Choose, Finaly 2 hal made iy deciion fo chonse
that T, malie s fciorkig 1o the Pt also, T amot fegret or

da-W\ .7 T Yl s e best decision
gi&m;la,ack,h,gkmLmmksg Once T chose T Camnot turn buch boamsc it fowds fo oy fudures

Thop,_that 90ing For P will lads tv a bright Rutute. Thanks fo poet, Reber¥ fretx beause give

40} 0T M o One short ond mewng®\ pew.
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RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF LOW PROFICIENCY
STUDENT - ZAIFUL

Tl\t &\qnz ﬁ“l‘."\l
Wiat  doyou oot ©

&W Lo fhe text interosting? Why ¢

Rirst vhen T real ile Ty | T f) very excited to km’w more
'
abul  the shory and ‘w'ﬂ this Shry end- TL% Shoy bineg i3 g} “an) aftmctive *

1 a  Stitnge - Siven gentes witen Ly Boa]) DnL\ R.xk h the- sy, Klawgrer . P

chatager  for ths S“N My otk Bk anery M Imagiuative boy. 1 et Hhink
kKawsae o be a S&m\\s\' or mnhhr\,hv years  to come-

'“’\‘\\' W\ be Vemember

‘)_’

What & von no¥ice?

WR\[ X‘é “'\Q. qw*lnr L(.Q\l\ or end ‘Hw. f“\f\l: I‘wow\ 'H"‘S "'a)[@ Kive rrl“"s'
1 think  the outhor frvald boh\  begin the Sty with flagyer

iS PAEpaxin b machines- 1Y S hows M‘lumr hard Mrk.“%ﬂ ) Steay W\ '}cnnﬂn“‘\'}\»

We sicke Y \&‘H\\W\‘v\& Prak i mathings ran Optmte. well and usefal. And e
woy Y Wﬁ‘\:‘/r en) Yhe shory Rke ‘Hw} Lecamse he doesn't want the Sound

machines - Fesiss IF the sound  machines stili t:)n‘s-l'f i wil J.“F{’!w\* &rlmngnf

h ive Wi\ palwre chvihamn&.“umns will b Mapg Symgmjhckc to nadure.

whadt o You q.“\t.SHW\JS

B0 you gqu(SHoy ay o€ dhe detigfong that o uacter hag maje?

A

"

I &nt ik, the docor characiere BCCQN\SQ B udges flausne

Be Sathtiwe Petson
as Em Gurye q& T‘r\t o or &&VWSQ“; RN QV\% n;vc,gf*‘\“hkh\ﬂw_r to buily the

SouA Y MAINRS \Dc(nmsq, \Ag, Wi o S\m\ Y‘tlQ\\w\J’\f\.v with kl&mer 55 klesngpr

o) W\w W‘ég::nb RN pryp\e doey ey Lt\w_{' That the Ssund mack\hgs‘ M"k5 Well-

What 3> you relate £,%

T the mesmn in the By lpemTrclotnt do your! Why b you Say $o%
1 dwnk I an qceept the message th the Shiy because

| charme Frgh ¢ ke n\mq\mm and ‘wr&mrkm.k ag 4

WS ews Yot Klawsne e 6 moh an arhigars Loy, Moo M_va, “ qool

Rl Sthir famons je¥ertvr ke Mexandsr gaham k\\ , Yoo ik braYhers that do s:mﬁhg#
o weyet beorn 'n\;hk h gih[ pe ople- I adso pant b be like Ithu;mo_\,l others

W\Wm‘hﬁ k Fﬂ’l@ gn\ ‘““ﬂk n\g k,(mu,g m;‘ l‘fe m‘vr d

{ \ ] 1 . |t

| Al J\Mr\ j‘“‘?“’ adging P‘¢°?k Qy‘l\.S_nyﬂ_m&Ak_ﬂs_[ﬂ,bk e Cr"hcf

are Mo denyus  or  better than ug.
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fided Qustioag Hr Swurm) Weitia )
4

M‘\ ,,é/\\[\‘_“_,,&!\g e e o S
m of this text maly you Feq| Scare) s annoyed | s, &)M}'«J/_"\a{%,,,ﬂ
o herrifie 37 Whig, pot and “‘.\Y'f S - e

5

1 Bke phe part when fhe wribe's 91399;55 the best nad- I ful Sl because.
M Wriker's cawek (hoose bat\n of the mé*ﬁwhg SFhgpn Mathe the rad that
ken Chodten L o W [mlr\ Yo bal Qdyre or SomctWing bad happen b him, S0 if hean
doose T Metr 100y Yl g har 4 kepen.
ot o yow oW
o 55 e oo W BN ot
the best

T Sppsc Says Yy plas bexd s\cwc‘MWq\ Values or messuae that com
m&\\ QuQ\L A% X\t besk Wiy for @ beXier life . (M ¢ Ome one M—M
\m A ‘m\m WOt 66 the Lad v} o) ’r\\my of Sumctbing  wistly. Romember,
*‘ﬁg *\M‘( W o 15 for our Riwre

Haty éva &Ms\*w\? o , ,
Dagon £IWY ‘IO“\“C\(-‘@I-M \/() ! Jafeg, o ﬂ“"““’\"‘]"rV‘LI( Exyk«-h w‘\efe MAJA\_\{

T ) et T owen) Wher sy " Yes 1 agree - Back b Hhe Stoy fogw

Hoad b Taked' | T vaall choose  the Sawg_toay s B Wavbes lihe the writer's
\ S mre

Ice s Reonse e B et Wbt il hesfon Tulsed by paplc.

ot a*\ﬂ}w& mﬂms SM/Pocm et bext Hhal youbawe Fea)? Tath about fhat.

) dos , Wy patmy remmewbir me alond Wl fam o Frmd expentnce
w\\m PME Fesult m T don't Hman, deide T 90 For MRS or @ ordinery H\q\\ sdm\
e SMATTDL~Basic fone wy_Ousie e perignte T Bund Yhat bis S w

daph do MRSM When We have wany years Stoge d Wil my pureets: Bab Shidied im MESM i e
b base w1 butt have Mhithbunie Gt Stentes  Finglly, T tho fabe Mang Wbe bine

r choose the l’éi’r,_,,’&,f fuure - 1 ,f-‘w;lw chodse Continued B SMATILY 8 bax Hom

e brother  that  fnish s6hoo\  fam form 1 o forms. His oo Sare with  Lpivg

M hot bal  ampurising t Shadind fom MESM.T l\opg 1 an past ke my

ther  834-
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APPENDIX J
RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT -
MIRA

e Scund  MNacigae

[ ke %«\S,,,;,Q’bvq) b aavsie W s A At R ghevy U was  iadeseshed of

g ey oracdar: L fak Ylao e (e caia Chovacd£4) wes o gt vicas
s e ‘,\,!C,,,,,L\c«d, Mady "Q'M@‘\Ql wadiwl ek (v d Mo a QM Lowdt r\

&1‘,,\9‘\\,&‘(,,\. e \ q\\,;c\q‘\‘ c)wfé‘wo{\;z & Yo el cd Cund’s  nahive - Whea

el gemcon \ibe Klao Wevk  can rede el medael T weacd Mwe cueds
L{ed  dwad ont c};&\‘ we il Wi b fuipvie when e can wcand
LMl ot 's 0 (0und BAg b AW meda Aeewaddod, Flavtvwes el @ geaces
PESEN Onnpyma) | cltmmmesedic bomo;& Cocc. Wi, Y cqove m—‘x My
.. Now aer, kx Acacwec S,

'{LLQ_\‘L, e each i ‘&‘\’\j«{ . ,\/\\ (ST comm s
dd, \§ eyay 3 habuee Ned e ard we o Mentd Nab | Esgaialiy e
L@Xﬂxf\'\;ﬂ.._\qﬂgg Apf,,r;s{XL,, Lane Ay %’,?‘\ Lelieve  Mal e avved  wvaclive B\ Xeed L

foh__Aid st emsck angisdpbecause vy N Acoued & Li L ave
1r\.oo'u'( S 1
have  Racay dg}ooc\ Cand Newmele Ao eqdh olue -
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jo«(\d\ N“-\\v% _

ReaX e Vo@w\ (“\& %«d WNek ’\cx\tesn e
e wese  youc {;sh\%c CAvouk e foawn.

L umk ) ke s goem - Because s grewm islovm't i ialess ,‘\M«A*\MQ

From s poem , 1t Tlminds  me gk sl evec  goa w4 ;f a0
(<

po Shodd Mk of  Aue  feshive  and  dlso fue l%ﬂLLwﬂ%k\o(f‘b(e
2 HMoote | 15 raasonable becanse Y\ jpet choose '}kema a\*\\\}qj -
tatacain v, lib—— O grolbaly ) Weve Yo dave a vk L\ A0+
have Ay pregaccd Koo m\*'s Ve s pociant "co e dp oo\mce 04
{oStMve A \\(%\o{\'\\f‘l _—\jm\tm 3.5!(.“._ \\o\\(gg@[\ ‘e (\MAQ Lot -




l‘V’v
"'\\"( \\jucs Me gasde ‘a,_g'/v e St ( Sive . a\wagi de a A\osmewask - tike-
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RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF LOW PROFICIENCY
STUDENT MIRA

\ \'\é\()\ ‘(C,r\c‘\ A clhovi “"U"u < Q r‘b\(_ Soun (.\ Machan? - A.\,\A (

X cd Pma\ e st V:i) W iy wed ANt .\3. beiauwe  d4e¢  thr end
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S .Sf\'DV‘-\;3 Make  mg feed A S e\ Cean Add Awe  edena

&MMS ?\"‘j s v o\ in “eid \,"Z<\\\-\"7\J We e ave de ¢ -

Yoc i(amc\)\q e Myg Savadersy WMo (g

i Sewn vy 2 ‘(;A»‘»\ i,\x;a,]((\

At A

vad  dodveded \o\c) ook P = venc\n = ekt aé

Apxee wAg Ay el Y\aewaner Loy Vnerxe Sovmd AR, e Scouand
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X2 adz &0‘«\&&/\\(\(5 Md\<2 \Meon ey MY op Sy

i WVave Pl e—ae-;‘g.z.a €><(\)6/v\€\.\(€ Aok Q((-u‘;o\\ \(‘ovscn “ o
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J

AN Cu\ dven 5 oy S 214 Sue /&’ “oww 3 23 STLRY ad -
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Atan e e /My\% a  cletu . Sue ol Can codk (omlg é_simple _m

A 40«/7'4 cavl, Mg s Sgco(.,,\

And Wad 4G ﬂ\/‘(\‘v\,'\‘-\lﬁ \ike Mova,
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o Zoiepal co“m‘;) Cte voad  wot tate) o
A vald veed al pocr o P fead FOt Gmken and | Fiad Awat Awg
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APPENDIX K
RESPONSE WITHOUT GUIDE OF LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT -

ALEX
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RESPONSE WITH GUIDED QUESTIONS OF LOW PROFICIENCY
STUDENT - ALEX
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APPENDIX L
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT
ANN

Researcher (R) Ann (A)
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: Do you enjoy the literature lessons?

: Yes, very much

: What do you enjoy about the lessons?

: Well, it adds variety to the English lessons. It introduces me to different cultures and
beliefs, opening me to new perspectives in life.

: Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?

: Yes, my favourite is The Road Not Taken.

: Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature

classroom?

: Yes. I felt lost at first as this task was something unfamiliar to me.

: So did you find it very difficult?

. ...(smiles) yes, but it was also an enriching experience.

: How so?

: Well, it helped me in self-reflection. I could relate the issues discussed to my own
life.

: What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?

: Well, I thought you wanted me to write down my thoughts and feelings about the

texts.

: How did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no guide?

: It was rather challenging as there was such a broad scope that I could write about.
I had my doubts too as I was not sure where I was heading in writing the journals
without guide.

: Do you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions

to guide you?
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: Definitely. The questions help me evaluate and reflect on the meaning of the texts.

This allows me to engage with the texts. I was then able to relate to my own

experiences which helped me discover new things about the world around me.

: Can you give me an example?

: Well, in The Sound Machine, Klausner is a character who is different from every-

body. Everyday in our lives we meet people who are different from us whether

physically or mentally.

: Did you feel more confident in the activity when there were guided questions?

: Yes, because I was quite certain of what was required of me in responding to the

texts.

: Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing

writing down your responses?

: Certainly. I began to see the texts not just at the surface level. Instead the questions

probed me to look at the texts in different aspects. It made me analyse a person's
actions. I started wondering what would I do in their shoes. I needed to think

critically.

: Were the questions easy to understand?

: Yes, I had no problem with all the four sections.

: Do you find that you can respond better with the guided questions?
: Definitely.

: So, are you able to understand the text better after writing down your responses in

your journals?

: Yes, by putting my thoughts and opinions into words I am more familiar with the

texts as [ had to refer time and again to the texts when I was writing in the journals.

It helped improve my memory of the texts.

: What is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature

classroom?

: I think it would be beneficial to the students as they have a chance to analyse the text

better and see the texts in different perspectives. It will also train them to write.

: What do you mean by training them to write?
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: Well, most often we only write essays in class. This writing work is different. You

are free to express yourself about the texts.

: Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students' develop

their response to literary texts?

: Yes as the questions would help them understand the texts better. It would

encourage them to think. By having the questions as a guideline, it'll show them

what to focus on.

: Has this activity helped you understand the issues and concerns depicted in the

texts?

: Yes.
: So, now you are able to relate better to the issues, characters and events in the texts?

: Yes, definitely better. For example, morally I do not agree with Mrs. Saunders

reaction to Klausner but I can understand why she is scared of him.

: Do you think writing down responses is a good way to increase understanding of the

issues and concerns in the texts?

: Yes, putting down thoughts into words would definitely help us to understand the

texts better. It helped me reflect on what I had written.

: Are you more confident now in writing down your responses to a literary text

compared to before?

: Yes, because I know what is expected of me...what to write. I won't feel lost.

: Tell me, which would you prefer, the activity with or without guided questions?
: It's better with the guided questions as I know what to focus on.

: Finally, would you recommend this activity for all students?

: Definitely as it would be useful and helpful for students to change their perception

towards the texts. It helped me understand and appreciate the text better. It is also
a form of revision for the exams. I still find The Sound Machine a little dry but I

can understand the message in the text and I definitely can relate better to the text.

: Thank you Ann.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT

ANGELINE

Researcher (R) Angeline (N)

R : Do you enjoy the literature lessons?

N : Yes, but I don't like the fact that it is tested in the exams. That takes the joy out of
the lessons.

R : Anyway, what do you enjoy about the lessons?

N : Well, the lessons are interesting because we get to interact and give our opinions.
We get to discuss the texts compared to other subjects where the teacher does all the
talking. I like the fact that our opinion does matter.

R : Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?

N : They're alright but my favourite is The Necklace.

R : Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature

classroom?

N : Yes.

R : So how did you find it?

N : It was okay.

R : What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?

N : I thought you wanted me to write what I really feel about the texts.

R : Yes, I noticed that you were pretty strong in your views about the texts.

N : (laughs) What can I say... that's how I felt!

R : Anyway, how did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no
guide?

N : Well, I wasn't sure what to write mainly because I didn't know if I was doing it the
right way.

R : Did you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions
to guide you?

N : Yes, at least I would know how or what to write. It would give me a rough idea on

what I'm supposed to do.
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part where there were guided questions?
Yes, definitely. It helped me plan out my writing. I mean it's easier because the

writing is more focused as it's based on a guideline.

: Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing

down your responses?

: I guess so. The questions helped me focus on the issues. When there were no

questions, I'll just be staring at a blank sheet of paper thinking hard on what to write

next. So, the questions actually stimulate your thinking,

: Were the questions easy to understand?
: Yes, quite easy.
: Do you find that you can respond better with the guided questions?

: Yes.

: So, are you able to understand the text better after writing down your responses in

your journals?

: Yes, [ think so...because by writing down my responses I can actually look back and

read my thoughts. That helps me remember the texts better too.

: What is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature

classroom?

- It's good as we are free to express our opinion and there's no pressure as no marks

are given. I think I enjoy literature more with activities like this.

: Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students' develop

their responses to literary texts?

:Yes
: Why do you think so?

: Well, it gives us time to think about the text and how to relate it to our lives. The

normal method is where we just read and answer questions. That's not much help
as it doesn't encourage us to think. We're only worried about the correct answers for

the exams.
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: Has this activity helped you understand the issues and concerns depicted in the

texts?

: Yes.
: So, now you are able to relate better to the issues, characters and events in the texts?

: Yes, I can understand the difficulties the poet was going through in making his

decision on which road to choose. I can actually relate it to my life especially where

he wanted to try the road that's less popular.

: So do you agree that writing down responses is a good way to increase the under-

standing of the issues and concerns in the text?

: Yes, it helps us evaluate ourselves. We learn more about ourselves and actually

understand ourselves better.

: Are you more confident now in writing down your responses to a literary text

compared to before?

: Definitely better as I know what to focus on. The guided questions helped a lot.
: Would you recommend this activity for all students?

: Sure, but it's better to start them of with the guided questions. If not they'll feel lost

and not know what to do.

: Thank you Angeline.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH HIGH PROFICIENCY STUDENT
SAVITHA

Researcher (R) Savitha (S)
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: Do you enjoy the literature lessons?
: Yes, very much
: What do you enjoy about the lessons?

: Well, I enjoy them because I get to read and understand good literature. It also gives

me a chance to note the way the writer uses the language and their style in

conveying their thoughts. I may be able to make use of this later in my writing.

: Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?
: Yes, but I prefer the short stories.

: Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature

classroom?

: Yes.

: So how did you find it?

: Very challenging. It was enjoyable, interesting and beneficial.
: How so0?

: Well, I learnt a lot about the literary texts because when I started writing I had to

refer to my books and notes and so it was like a revision exercise for me.

: What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?

: I thought you wanted me to write down my perceptions about the texts and how

they influenced me emotionally.

: How did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no guide?

: It was a little difficult as I was a little lost.You provided a question but it was too

general and I was not really sure what kind of feelings to write. So I was not

confident when I was writing my first two journals.

: Do you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions

to guide you?

: Yes, because with the guided questions, [ have a clearer picture of what is required

and I would know what sort of responses are expected from me. Without the
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questions, I was totally blur and I did not have much to say but with the questions I

knew what to write.

: So, you felt more confident in the activity when there were guided questions?

: Yes, with the questions I felt more sure of myself. I knew the aspects that were

required. Earlier, [ had fear that I may go out of point.

: Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing

writing down your responses?

: Yes, because through the questions I got to know what to focus on when reading

the texts. This helped me understand the text better. Earlier, I read the texts for the
sake of reading. But with the questions, I know that now, okay, I'll have to focus on

the character.

: Can you give me an example?

: Well, now I can understand The Sound Machine better. I can connect my life to the

story and by connecting the story to my life, [ can understand the theme better.

: Were the questions easy to understand?

: Yes, | could manage them.

: Do you find that you can respond better with the guided questions?
: Yes.

: So, are you able to understand the text better after writing down your responses in

your journals?

: Yes.
: Why is that?
: Well, I had to think more about the story, the themes and other aspects before

writing and when I'm not so sure, I would refer to the books. This helped me to
understand better. Writing it down made it something like a test. So, [ was worried

that you will not get what I'm trying to say and so it is important that I make sense.

R :So, you do feel that your understanding of the texts improved after this activity?

: Yes. I was able to connect issues in the texts with real life with the help of the guided

questions. I could connect incidents in my life to the texts and this did not happen
before. This helped me to broaden my view and to look at things in a different way.

As 1 said, earlier I only read the text to remember points for the exam.
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: So, what is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature

classroom?

: I think it'll be really good because it'll help students improve their understanding of

the texts. I'm sure they'll enjoy literature better with activities like this.
: Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students' develop

their responses to literary texts?

: Yes, by writing in their journals they will definitely understand the texts better.

Understanding the texts will help them give more matured responses. But, I also feel
that not all will find this task easy. If you like literature, it'll be fun but if you don't,
you may not even like to write in the journals. Maybe if the students are allowed to
choose their own texts they may respond better.

: That's an interesting idea. Anyway, has this activity helped you understand the issues

and concerns depicted in the texts?

: Yes, all the other activities were for the exams. In this activity, we're trying to enjoy

the texts and really get into it. So it's different.

: So, now you are able to relate better to the issues, characters and events in the texts?

: Yes, especially by connecting events in my life. People may think Klausner's weird

but for me as I've been through a similar situation, he doesn't seem so weird after
all.
: Do you think writing down responses is a good way to increase understanding of the

issues and concerns in the texts?

: Yes, before writing down we have to read and analyse the texts a few times. So, you

spend more time thinking about the issues in the texts. Putting down words in
writing is not an easy task and so I analyse carefully before actually writing down.
: Are you more confident now in writing down your responses to a literary text

compared to before?

: Yes, because the questions helped me know what to write.

: Would you recommend this activity for all students?

: Sure. It is a good activity for students to express their opinion about the texts. It

would also help them look at the text in a more matured way.

: Thank you Savitha.
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APPENDIX M

TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT - ZAIFUL

Researcher (R) Zaiful (Z)

R : Do you enjoy the literature lessons?

Z:Yes.

R : Why...what do you like about the lessons?

Z : 1learn moral value and new story.

R : Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?

Z : 1like both.

R : Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature
classroom?

Z :Yes.

R : How did you find this activity?

Z : ...(smiles) very tough, especially when there was no guide.

R : What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?

Z : 1thought [ must give the synopsis and what I feel about the story.

R : How did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no guide?

Z : Difficult. | find it difficult to construct sentences and I don't know if I'm writing the
correct answer.

R : Do you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions
to guide you?

Z:Yes.

R : Why?

Z : Well, I can focus on the questions that they ask.

R : So, you felt more confident in the activity where there were guided questions?

Z : Yes, because I can give the best answer and I'm not so scared.

R : Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing
down your responses?

Z : Yes, but I have to refer to the book before writing.
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: Can you give me an example?

: The poem was about making decisions. I can compare this to my life next year when

I must choose Pra-U or Matriks.

: Oh yes, I remember reading that in your journal entry. So, were the guided questions

easy to understand?

: O.K. because you explained to us first.
: Which question did you find most difficult?
: The part "What do you question?" . It is difficult to question the writer.

: You said that you could respond better with the questions. So, are you able to under-

stand the text better after writing down your responses in your journals?

: Yes, because I know the story better now.

: Why?

: Because I have to look back and remember what happened before I write.

: Inoticed that you wrote longer in the guided activity? Why is that?

. ...(smiles sheepishly)...you said we have to answer one question from each section.

: Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students' develop

their responses to literary texts?

: Yes, it is good because it makes us think and understand the text better.
: What do you mean by think?

: Well, I have to think carefully about the character...why I like him.

: Can you give me an example?

. ...mmm...]I like Klausner because he never give up.

: So, you feel journal writing would be a good activity in helping students develop

their responses?

: Yes, it is helpful. It can make them think better and they can understand better.

: So, now you are able to understand and relate better to the issues, characters and

events in the texts?

: Yes. Because I must think critically and analyse. I cannot just write the summary of

the story.

: Thank you Zaiful.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT - MIRA
Researcher (R) Mira(M)

R : Do you enjoy the literature lessons?
: Yes.
: What do you like about the lessons?

M
R
M : Well...it has moral values and my teacher explains in detail, so I understand.
R : Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?
M : Ok...but the poem is difficult.
R : Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature
classroom?

: Yes.
: How did you find this activity?

: (smiles)...interesting. ..it train me to improve my language.
: What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?
: I thought you wanted me to give my opinion about the story.

: How did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no guide?

: Difficult (frowns). I was scared I'm wrong. I’m not sure what to write.

~ g XA RAEZ

: Do you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions
to guide you?
: Yes.
: Why?

~ 2

M : Because | know what to do. The questions help because I am not confused on what
you want me to write.

R : So, you're saying that you wrote more in your entry when you had the guided
questions because you knew what to do?

M : Yes...also you said I have to answer one question from each section.

R : I'see. If the condition had not been included, what would you have done?

A : (smiles sheepishly) I would have only answered the easy question about the

character.
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: So, I guess you felt more confident when there were guided questions?
: Yes.

: Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing

down your responses?

: Yes, I had to think back about the text and what you taught in class.
: So, were the guided questions easy to understand?

: Okay because you explained to us first.
: Which question did you find the most difficult?

: (pauses)..."What do you notice?" Because I have to look back at the story.
: Do you find that you can respond better with the guided questions?

: Yes, because I have to go flashback to the story and look for important things like

theme, moral values...

: So you found that your understanding of the texts improved after the journal writing

activity?

> Yes.

: What is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature

classroom?

: Oh, it is good (nodding her head). It trains students to think. I have to think care-

fully before I write.

: Anything else?

: ...mmm...I have to remember back things on the poem and short story, so it helps

me remember what I read.

: So, has the journal writing activity helped you understand the issues and concerns

depicted in the texts.

: Yes.

: Are you able to relate better to the characters, events and issues in the text after

writing down your response?

: Yes.
: Can you give me an example?

: Well... now I understand Klausner's problem. I feel sorry for him. I didn't under-

stand why Dr. Scott put the iodine on the tree but now I understand.
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: Do you think writing down responses is a good way to increase understanding of

issues and concerns in the texts?

: Yes.
: Why?

: T understand more because I have to analyse and I have to write down. When I write

down and read it again, I understand better.

: Are you more confident now in writing down your responses to a text than before?
: Yes.
: Tell me, what do you feel about the journal writing activity that you took part in?

: It was hard...I prefer when there were questions to help me because I know what to

write. But it's a good activity.

: Anything else?
: Well, I understand better...like Klausner. I can compare him to my cousin.

: Yes, I remember you writing about her. So you can understand better because you

can connect the text to your own life?

: Yes. Klausner's different, she's different also.
: Would you recommend this activity in your literature lesson?

: Yes, but it's not easy. It'll be better with the questions but it is still not an easy

activity. But it'll be good for the students.

: Thank you Mira.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW WITH LOW PROFICIENCY STUDENT - ALEX
Researcher (R) Alex (A)

: Do you enjoy the literature lessons?

: Yes.

: Why...what is it that you like about the lessons?

: Well, it is interesting and there are moral values. I can relate it to life.
: Do you like the literary texts chosen for the journal writing activity?

: Yes.
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: Is this the first time that you are attempting journal writing in your literature
classroom?

: Yes.

: How did you find this activity?

: Tough...but interesting. I did not know what to write especially the first two times.

: What did you think I wanted you to do when I asked you to respond to the texts?

: I thought she wanted me to write an essay...a short summary about the texts.

: How did you find the first two journal writing activity where you had no guide?

: Oh...very difficult (shaking his head)...I had no idea what to write.

: Why?

: I can't recall the text and I don't know what you want me to write.
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: Do you feel that you would be able to write better responses if there were questions
to guide you?

: Yes.

: Why?

: I know to give my best answer.

: You mean you know what to write?

: Yes...I know what you expect, so I'm not lost.

: So, I guess you felt more confident when there were guided questions?
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: Yes. I know what to do. I'm not so anxious.
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: Did the questions help you reflect more about the text and the issues before writing

down your responses?

: Yes, I had to open up my book again and look at all the notes. I had to see which

points to use as answer for the question.

: So, were the guided questions easy to understand?
:0K..

: Which question was difficult?

: "What do you relate to?"

: Why?

: I find it difficult to relate the story and poem to my life.

: Yes, I noticed that you didn't write much in your journal entry with guided questions

for the poem. Why was that?

*Yes....... (smiles)... but I find it difficult to write.

: Even the poem which was about making choices? Haven't you come across a

situation where you had to make choices?

: Poems aren't very easy to write about... the short story was not the one that I liked

best but I could write about Klausner. I like Klausner...I understand his problem.

: Did you find that your understanding of the texts improved after the journal writing

activity?

: Yes, because I know the story better. I have to look at the book before writing.

: What is your opinion on the use of journal writing as an activity in the literature

classroom?

: Good, but if you don't read it will be difficult.
: What do you mean?
: You must read the texts well before writing, if not you won't know what to write.

: Do you think journal writing would be a good activity in helping students' develop

their responses to literary texts?

: Yes, because you gain more experience of the text.
: You mean you'll be able to understand the issues and concerns in the text better?

: Yes, because you need to remember the events in the texts and you have to write it

down. Then you need to explain.
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: Are you able to relate better to the characters, events and issues in the text after

writing down your response?

: Well, I understand them better because I had to look through the texts again.

: So, you feel journal writing would be a good activity in helping students develop

their responses?

:Yes

: And you feel more confident now in giving responses?

:...(smiles) Ok, better than the first time.

: Tell me, which would you prefer...journal writing with or without guide?

: Well, the questions are important because without them I will not know what to

write. They help me and I feel more confident.

: Thank you Alex.



