Tk

4 x 5la

RETHINKING THE TEACHING
OF THE 'BE' PASSIVE

TAN LEE WAH

PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITU MALAYA

A Research Report Presented to the Faculty of Education,
University of Malaya,
In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for
the Degree of Master of Education

. o MR

[LNIR -p’r'bﬁr‘n;|:| Dimikrofiskan peda....

L e MAN LTAMA Mikrofis.
LJNI\IEHS! T MALAYA sish Mikrofis..




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

It is with much pleasure and gratitude that I am placing on record my
thanks to the following:

To my supervisor, Dr. Moses Samuel, who had helped me conceptualize
this research report and patiently guided me every step of the way. I owe him
much; I would not have had the courage to embark on the M.Ed. programme in
the first place if not for his encouragement.

To my wonderful parents, brothers and sister who had been so supportive
and understanding all these years; lending me their help in so many varied ways.

My sincere thanks too to the principal of Chan Wa Secondary School, Mr.
Wong Mon Seng, for allowing me to conduct my research in the school.

To the class of 4 Science A of 1994, who participated so willingly in this
study. Had it not been for them, this study would not have materialised. Thanks
so much for your cooperation.

To my cousins, Eddie and Diana Chew, for their friendship and hospitality
throughout these few years.

To Lee Chee Luen, who had so painsta;dng]y checked, corrected and
printed the manuscipt. "

To Wong Wai Hoong, who helped me so much in the eleventh hour, whose
friendship I treasure.

To all my wonderful friends who had in one way or another prodded me
on:

- my friends in the Taman Ujong Methodist Church, Seremban.
- my friends in the YAF care-group of the Canning Garden Methodist church.

i



- my ex-colleagues in Chan Wa secondary school.
- my ex-colleagues in Sekolah Menengah Agama Persekutuan, Labu.

Finally, thanks be to God who has blessed me with all these wonderful
friends and paved the way for me to realise my dream. Without Him, I am

nothing. I am humbled.

ii



Abstract

This Action Research attempts to investigate whether the kind of task called
"revealing", which Cazden (1993) defined as any pedagogical activities the teacher
uses to lead students towards guided enquiry, is successful in helping a class of
Form 4 students develop insight on the be-passive and how.

The 32 students in this study came from a Form 4 Science A class in a
semi-government aided National Type Chinese Secondary School I was teaching.
Ten lessons were carried out over two and a half weeks to help the students master
the simple be-passive. The four sources of data in this study were: the students’
written work, audiotaped class and group discussions which were transcribed,
students’ feedback and interviews.

Five aspects of the construction of the simple be-passive were singled out
for special focus in the tasks and the number of errors students made in these five
aspects were tabulated and compared to check if they had progressed.

At the end of the study, all the students were found to have progressed,
they made less errors in their construction of the be-passive sentences. From the
group discussions, it was found that the tasks helped because they problematized
aspects of the be-passive to be focused on. The students employed various
strategies to resolve the problem and in the process gained insights in the be-
passive structure.

This action research gave me insights on how students learn grammar
features and these have great implications on my approach towards language

teaching.
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