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ABSTRACT

This study, rooted in the transactional theory of literary reading (Rosenblatt.
1978), was embarked on to investigate issues on student reluctance in reading
poetry that could be useful to teachers of poetry. A class of 39 form four students
were selected for this study and it was evident throughout the study that the
perceptions of reluctant learners when confronting the learning of poetry. stemmed
from students’ inability to make meaning out of a poem. Initial investigations
showed that the choice of texts, pedagogy and teacher personality were the main
cause of their negative perceptions towards poetry. To give the students an
opportunity to reassess their perceptions of poetry, a six-weeck student-centred
teaching and learning programme using suitable texts and reader-response
approaches was carried out. The results yielded encouraging reactions from the
students. Students’ active, enthusiastic participation in the programme confirmed
that appropriate pedagogy, text selection and teacher personality played a

significant role in their perceptions of poetry.
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ABSTRAK
MENGAJAR PUISI PADA PELAJAR YANG KURANG BERMINAT
DALAM TINGKATAN EMPAT KELAS BAHASA INGGERIS SEBAGALI
BAHASA KEDUA

Kajian yang bersandarkan teori bacaan sastera transaksional (Rosenblatt.
1978) ini. telah dijalankan untuk mencari sebab keengganan pelajar mempelajari
puisi. Dapatan kajian boleh dijadikan panduan kepada guru yang mengajar puisi.
Kajian ini telah dijalankan ke atas 39 orang pelajar tingkatan empat. Bukti nyata
penyebab keengganan pelajar mempelajari puisi adalah kelemahan mereka dalam
memahami maksud puisi tersebut. Siasatan awal menunjukkan bahawa pilihan teks
puisi, cara penyampaian pengajaran (pedagogi) dan personaliti guru sebagai
penjana persepsi negatif pelajar terhadap puisi. Satu program pengajaran dan
pembelajaran yang berteraskan pelajar telah dijalankan selama enam minggu
supaya pelajar berpeluang untuk menilai semula persepsi mereka terhadap puisi.
Selain itu, pemilihan teks puisi yang sesuai dan kaedah yang berfokus kepada
respons pelajar turut digunapakai. Dapatan kajian menunjukkan reaksi yang
memberansangkan daripada para pelajar. Tindakbalas pelajar yang aktif dan
bersemangat sepanjang program tersebut membuktikan bahawa cara penyvampaian
pengajaran, pilihan teks dan personaliti guru memainkan peranan dalam

membentuk persepsi mereka terhadap puisi.



DEDICATED WITH LOVE TO

PAPPA

and

AMMA,

who persistently showered me with love, hope and encouragement to
give my best.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost, | would like to thank God Almighty for his providence
and guidance throughout the writing of this project paper. Indeed He has been my

unfailing source ot shelter, encouragement, mirth and inspiration.

[ would also like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my supervisor. Prof.
Madya Dr Saratha Sithamparam for pushing a very reluctant scholar who preferred
not to write. Also, for her valuable insights, academic and moral support

throughout the course of this project paper.

[ am also truly honoured in being able to share this thesis with my beloved
husband, James Kunaratnam, for “lifting me through’ my two years of study at UM.
Thank you for vour love and understanding, without which. [ would have faltered.
To my three lovely children, Shalisha, Sharleena and Samuel, thank vou for your
understanding and consideration, especially during the final stages of writing.

Mummy will make it up to you.

My appreciation also goes to my parents for nurturing in me the ability and
determination to persevere in life, and to my family members for their continued
support and prayers.

Evelyn Sharminnie Vasuthavan



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ABSTRACT (ENGLISH)
ABSTRAK (MALAY)
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

Objectives of the Study

Research Questions

Significance of the Study

CHAPTER TWO:  REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Why Teach Literature
Literature for Language Development
Literature tor Personal Growth

Literature for Cultural Enrichment

Why Teach Poetry

Using Poetry to Develop Critical Readers

Poetry for Cognitive Development
Poetry for Language Development
The Teaching of Literature
The Teaching of Poetry
Letting Poetry Serve Each Reader

Encouraging Poetry Reading as Inquiry

1i

()

A

6

14

16

17

18

19

20



Text Selection
Learner’s Background Knowledge
Language Appropriacy
Literary Competence
The Reader-Response Approaches
CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY
The Research Approach
The Research Site
The Community
The School
The Participants
The Students
The Key Participants
The Teacher-Researcher
Data Collection Procedures
Participant Observations
Fieldnotes
Interviews
Student-interview
Teacher-interview
Questionnaires

Data Analysis

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

vi

46

46

46

48

49

51



Student and Teacher Perceptions of the Teaching and Learning
ot Poetrv

Student Experiences with Poetic Forms
Student Perceptions of Poetry
Student Perceptions of Set Texts
Student Views on Poetry Lessons
Teacher Perceptions
Personal Perceptions
Perceptions of Pedagogical Issues
Reactions to Syllabus Content
Teaching Poetry to Reluctant Learners in the ESL Classroom
Teaching Approach
Text Selection
Lessons based on ‘Richard Cory’
Lessons based on “si tenggang’s homecoming’
Lessons based on ‘The Road Not Taken’

Student and Teacher Perceptions of Leaming Poetry through
Learner-Centred Activities

Conclusion
CHAPTER FIVE:  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Key Findings
Student Perceptions of Poetry
Teacher Perceptions on Teaching Poetry

Teaching Poetry to Reluctant Learners

vil

(N
to

60

60

61

64

67

68

70

71

74

76

77

77

77

80



Student Perceptions of the Poetry Lessons

in the Programme 82

Implications of the Study 84
Implications for Teaching Poetry in the ESL classroom S4

Implications for Curriculum Designers 86

Conclusion 87
REFERENCES 89

APPENDICES ' 93

viii



