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APPENDIX (A)

Interview

Introduction

The language performance of the learner ~oral or written- can be clicited in a varicty
of ways and then analyzed and evaluated. The students can be observed or
interviewed and their responses can be recorded, transcribed and analyzed.

This interview was given to the students as a second instrument for this research.
The interview was designed, based on the pilot-test that was conducted in July 1997.
The interview was aimed at investigating the difficullies encountered by Malay
students in leaming the Arabic language, also helping to ascertain the sources of
errors commitled byl the students in leamning Arabic. It was also intended to disclose
the students” use of the Arabic language and their leamning strategies, and the
language environment to which the students are exposed.

The interview was recorded and transcribed in an effort to gather the data.

Part One: Respondent’s Profile and Language Use
Name of Student
Home Address
Age
Sex
Kulliyah
Programme
Year: ; Semester:
Mother tongue (main language used) :

(a) What other languages have you learnt?
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(b) In which language are you more proficient? Arabic ___,or English
10.  How many years have you studied Arabic?
Il Did you study Arabic before attending Secondary school? Yes  No
12.  Ifyes, please give details. At what level? Formal or informal?
13.  How many levels of the Arabic language have you completed in [[UM?

(Please give the semester and the grade)

14, Do you use the Arabic language outside Arabic classes?

Yes No

15. Do you read any books, magazines or newspapers in the Arabic language?

Yes No

16.  How do you communicate with your Arabic teacher outside Arabic classes?

17. Do you listen to any Arabic radio programme?

Yes No

Part Two: Language Difficulties:
I. The Skills

I) Whatare the difficulties you find when you listen to Arabic? (Given below are

some predicted problems)
) Ifind difficulty in understanding what people say.

i) Ido not know the meaning of many words,
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iii)y  Ithink in BM and try to speak in Arabic.
iv)  Icannot understand the different Arabic accents.

v) Others:

2) Whal are the difficulties you find when you are speaking in Arabic? (Given
below are some predicted problems)

i) [cannot make sentences that are all grammatically correct.

ii) I have problems with my pronunciation,

i) 1 cannot find the right words to express myself.

iv) Others:

3) What are the difficulties you find when reading Arabic? (Given below are
some predicted problems)

i) [cannot understand the whole sentence.

ii) There are too many new and unfamiliar ideas in my reading texL.

iii) There are many words that [ do not understand.

iv) Others:

4) What are the difficulties you find when writing Arabic? (Given below are
some predicted problems)

i) I find it difficult to write a grammatically correct sentence.

i) [ find it difficult to choose the proper words to express myself,

iii) [ find it difficult to spell the words correctly.

iv) Others:

240



5) Which is the most difficult language skill in learning Arabic?
i) Listening
ii) Speaking
iii) Reading

iv) Writing

6) What language skill do you prefer to learn? And why?

II. Grammar and Language Areas:

. Whatare the difficulties you find in these language arcas?

i) Grammar

i) Vocabulary

iii) Pronunciation

2. What are the difficulties you find in learning Arabic grammar? (Given below
is a list of grammatical items which are deemed to be difficult, please number

them in order of difficulty):

( ) Use ol the pronouns with the verb.

( ) Use of the particles and the prepositions with the verb.
( ) Use of the lenses.

( ) Use of the number with the verb,

( ) Use of the gender with the verb.

( ) Subject-verb concord.
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3. Which is the Arabic verb-form more difficult for you:

( ) Use ol "almaaDy (the past tense).

( ) Use of "almuDAari" (the present tense).

( ) Use ol "almuDaari’ with (asseen) and (saofa), (the future tense).
( ) Use of "almuDaari” with (gad) (the future tense).

( ) Use of (kaana) before "almudari.

IT1.The Tense:

These questions investigale the competence of students in mastering Arabic (enses;

the questions examine the lense, gender and number in both:

(i) Verbal sentences, and

(il) Nominal sentences

C.1 The Past Tense

I. Please give an example of the masculine singular past tense in a verbal
sentence.

2, Please give an example of the masculine singular past tense in a nominal
sentence.

3. Please give an example of the feminine singular past tense in a verbal
senlence.

4. Please give an example of the feminine singular past tense in a nominal
senlence,

5. Please give an example of the masculine dual past tense in a verbal sentence,

6. Please give an example of the masculine dual past tense in a nominal sentence.

7. Please give an example of the feminine dual past tense in a verbal sentence.

8, Please give an example of the feminine dual past tense in a nominal sentence.
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9. Please give an example of the masculine plural past tense in a verbal sentence.
10. Please give an example of the masculine plural past tense in a nominal sentence.
11. Please give an example of the feminine plural past tense in a verbal sentence.

12. Please give an example of the feminine plural past tense in a nominal
sentence.

C.2 The Present Tense

1. Please give an example of the masculine singular present tense in a verbal
sentence.

2. Please give an example of the masculine singular present tense in a nominal
sentence.

3. Please give an example of the feminine singular present tense in a verbal
senlence,

4. Please give an example of the feminine singular present tense in a nominal
senlence.

5. Please give an example of the masculine dual present tense in a verbal
senlence.

6. Please give an example of the masculine dual present tense in a nominal
sentence.

7. Please give an example of the feminine dual present tense in a verbal sentence.

8. Please give an example of the feminine dual present tense in a nominal

senlence.

9. Pleasc give an example of the masculine plural present tense in a verbal

sentence.
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10. Please give an example of the masculine plural present tense in a nominal

sentence.

11. Please give an example of the feminine plural present tense in a verbal
sentence.

12. Please give an example of the feminine plural present tense in a nominal
sentence,

C.3 The Future Tense

I. Please give an example of the masculine singular future tense in a verbal
sentence.,

2. Please give an example of the masculine singular future tense in a nominal
sentence.

3. Please give an example of the feminine singular future tense in a verbal
senlence.

4. Please give an example of the feminine singular future tense in a nominal
sentence.

S. Please give an example of the masculine dual future tense in a verbal sentence.

6. Please give an example of the masculine dual future tense in a nominal
sentence.

7. Please give an example of the feminine dual future tense in a verbal sentence.

8. Please give an example of the feminine dual future tense in a nominal
sentence.

9. Please give an example of the masculine plural future tense in a verbal
sentence.

10. Please give an example of the masculine plural future tense in a nominal sentence.

I1. Please give an example of the feminine plural future tense in a verbal
sentence.
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12. Please give an example of the feminine plural future tense in a nominal
sentence.

C.4 (Kaana) with the Present Tense:

1. Please give an example of (kaana) with the masculine singular present tense.
2. Please give an example of (kaana) with the feminine singular present tense.
3. Please give an example of (kaana) with the masculine dual present tense.

4. Please give an example of (kaana) with the feminine dual present tense,

5. Please give an example of (kaana) with the masculine plural present tensc.

6. Please give an example of (kaana) with the feminine plural present tense.

Part Three: Sources of Errors

This part of the interview deals with the reasons of the difficulties encountered by the
students, as well as exploring the sources of the errors committed in leaming Arabic.
The following reasons will be clarified carefully to the students in order to obtain their
views on their errors, and as mentioned previously, the interview is designed to find
the answer Lo lwo questions: |

I. Why is the Arabic language difficult?

2. What are the difficulties in learning the Arabic language?

1. Mother Tongue Interference

The errors in tense for the most part are attributed to your first language, because BM

verb is not inflected for tense, number and gender.
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2. Sccond Language Interference
The languages already known by the learner will also interfere with the language

being learnt (Arabic). In which way(s) do you think English is affecting your learning

Arabic?

3. Learning Strategics

The past tense in English is shown by the use of suffixes (learn, learned) in Arabic the
use of a suffix signals the past tense (kataba, yaktubu). One could say the root verb in
Arabic is the past, while in the English language, it is the present, therefor, onc may
commit errors in both the past and the present tense in Arabic because of generalized

learning strategy, by using the wrong analogy.

4. Insufficient Mastery in Syntax (IMS):

The insufficient mastery in Arabic syntax might be closely attributed to a number of
factors. This is why this is an important point in causing errors, while students are
leaming Arabic. The Folwing factors will be explained precisely to the student:

I. Inadequacy of the Arabic programme currently functioning in the [IUM

Matriculation Centre.
2. Insufficient practice in Arabic class.

3. Limited Arabic language instructional facilities and activities in secondary

schools.

4. Few oppertunitics (o use the Arabic language in the Malay society.
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Appendix (B)

The Description of the Errors
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