Appendix A

Student Questionnaire

This is not a test. There are no correct or incorrect answers. 1t is your personal and

honest answer that is appreciated and valued here. I assure you that all responses will
" be treated with strictest confidence in accordance with research ethics. Thank you for

your kind assistance.

Class

Sex : Male Female

Part |

1) What grade did you obtain for English in the PMR ?
2) How important is English to you ?
Very important

Important
Not important

3) How would you rate each of the 4 English Language skills in terms of importance
in your learning of English ?

Skills Very Important Important Not Important
T

Speaking

Reading |

| Writing ]

4) Which language do you use for communication ?

J L At Home At School In Public Places
| Chinese .

| Malay

[ English
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5) How would you rate your language proficiency in each of the 4 skills ?

Skills [ _VeryGood | Good ] Fair I Poor
Listening | | | | )
Speakin | | | [ ]
Readin | | | | j
Writin, [ | | [

6) Do you plan to further your studies overseas ? Yes No

7) How often do you read in English ?

I read whenever [ am free

T usually do not have time to read

1 seldom read even when I am free

I'read only when my teacher asks me to read

1 don't read at all because I dislike reading in English

8) What reading materials do you enjoy reading most? (Tick in order of importance.
1= the most important followed by 2,3, etc...)

Newspaper

Magazines

Novels

Short Stories

Fiction

Comics

Textbooks -
Others ( please specify) ..............................

9) Besides writing composition in school, do you write any of the following ?

Letters to friends / relatives Yes No
Messages Yes No
Reports Yes No
Articles Yes No

Others ( please specify )

10) Do you often use the computer to e-mail ?  Yes No
11) Is the number of compositions given in class enough ? Yes No
12) Is two periods allocated to composition wﬁting enough ? Yes No
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13) Are you allowed to bring home your composition to write? Yes No
Part 11 Section A ( Content )
1) What type of composition topics interest You most ? ( you may tick more than one)
Narrative
Descriptive
Argumentative
Factual

2) My teacher can help me to learn how to write good compositions.
Yes No Sometimes

3) Do you find it easy to share and express your ideas in English during
discussions ? Yes No Sometimes

4) Does your teacher explain, discuss or give you the necessary points before asking you
to write? Yes No Sometimes

5)Do you discuss your composition topic with friends in class before writing ?
Yes No Sometimes

Section B ( Process )
For each of the following statements below, tick the appropriate column

SA=Strongly Agree, A=Agree, U=Uncertain, SD=Strongly Disagree,D=Disagree

SATA JU [SD|D

1) My teacher can help me to learn how to write good
compositions .

2) I know who 1 am supposed to write the composition
for

———

5}
=

I'know why I am writing the composition

4) Toften get stuck and run out of ideas while writing

T

5) Ialways edit my composition for errors before passing

up for marking

f 6) I usually rewrite/redraft my composition before
|___handing in for .

INENN
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Section C ( Language)
( Tick your answer )
1) Do you make a lot of grammatical errors in your composition?  Yes No

2) Do you agree that teachers need to introduce a lot of grammar into composition
lessons to help you write more effectively? Yes No

3) In order to write well, you should have a wide vocabulary Yes No

"+ 4) Does your teacher tell you to check for spelling , punctuation, paragraphing and
grammar errors before you hand in for marking? Yes No

5) Do you find difficulties in structuring your sentences? Yes No
6) Do you know how to link your ideas with sentence connectors? Yes No

7) Do you use a dictionary whenever you write? Yes No
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Appendix B
Teacher Questionnaire

Your personal and honest opinion is very much appreciated and valued here. All

responses will be treated with the strictest confidence in accordance with research
" ethics. Thanking you in advance for your kind assistance.

Class

Sex Male Female

Part 1

1) How many years have you been teaching English ?

2) What is your highest academic qualification 7... .. ... ..

3) Do you have a professional teaching qualification ?  Yes No
If Yes, please specify . FE PN

4) Are you a trained TESL teacher ? Yes No

5) How would you rate your students proficiency in each of the 4 language skills?

Skills ] Fair Poor
| Listenin |
Speaking |
|
[

Reading |
Writing |

6) Do you think your students are motivated to learn English? Yes No

Very Good Good

] ]
| |
! |
I I
| I

7) Do your students enjoy reading ? If yes, which of the following materials do you
think your students enjoy reading ( You may tick more than one )

Newspaper Books Textbooks
Magazines Comics Internet
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8) Besides, writing compositions in class, do you encourage your students to write
any of the following ? (You may tick more than one )

Letters to friends/pen pals Diaries
Journals Others (please specify)

9) Have you attended any course in teaching of writing ? Yes No
10) Do you have any knowledge of teaching process writing ? Yes No

11) When was the last time you attended a writing course ? (Mention year)..

12) Was the course useful? Yes No

Part I

Section A ( Content )
For each of the statements below, tick the appropriate column

SA = Strongly Agree A= Agree U = Undecided / No Opinion
SD = Strongly Disagree D = Disagree

Statements [SAJAJUTSD|D
1) Students should be given guidance on writing the different }

types of compositions ( c.g.narrative,descriptive etc.) in order to

expose them to different genre and register in writing
2) Students should be given topics which they have first hand
experience to write

} 3) Students should write the same topic so that there {52 ’ [
|

| ]

]

common basis for assessment and ease our problems
in marking and grading
ﬁ 4) Students can write better if they are given the freedom to
|___express their writing on topics chosen by themselves their lack
} 5) Students should be encouraged to do Ppre-writing activities such
| as free writing exercises, mind-mapping etc.
6) All composition lessons given in classroom should help
students to meet examination requirement since they will
eventually sit for exams
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Section B ( Process )

Rate each of the following statements in terms of importance in writing composition.

1= Very Important

2 = Important

3-=Not Very Important
4 = Not Important

[ How would you rate the following statements ? [1]2]3 4]

1) In order to write an effective well organized composition, your )

|

2) Teachers should start a composition lesson by eliciting relevant

students should have all their ideas clear in their mind and prepare
ideas about the topic from students J

]

Teachers should give group activities or pre-writing activities in
composition lesson before writing

w

an outline before starting to write

:
|

4) Teachers should encourage students to read one another’s

composition after they have completed their writing

=

T

Teachers should allow students to edit and correct one another’s
compositions before passing up to the teacher for assessment

]

composition before passing up for marking

V“T—‘*

7) Teachers should comment on their students' compositions besides
pointing out their grammatical errors

]

8) Teachers should not hurry students to hand in their composition
within a given time limit to meet examination conditions

9) Every error on a student’s composition should be corrected by the
teacher

6) Teachers should allow time for students to revise and rewrite their )
|

|
[ ]

T T

/]
1]
I
|
]
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Section C (Language)

1) Do you agree that teachers need to introd a lot of into position
lessons to help students write more effectively ? Yes No

2) How would you rate each of the following in terms of importance in writing
composition ?

1= Very important
2= Important
3=Not Very Important

4= Not Important

LLan guage Items

[N
w
ES
| ]

Getting the grammar right ‘

li-laving a range of vocabulary

Ij’unctuating meaningfully

LSpelling accurately . '

Using a range of sentence structures

[ Using cohesive devices to link ideas
i
LDeve{oping and organizing ideas clearly and coherently ‘

Using the conventions of layout correctly e.g. in letters, reports, speeches ‘
etc.

B i
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Appendix C

Structure Interview Questions
( Students )

1) Do you enjoy writing composition? Why ?

2) What types of composition writing do you like writing? (eg.narrative
descriptive etc... ) and why?

3) Does your English teacher conduct the following activities — class
discussion, brain storming session, mind-mapping,reading articles or
other materials before the composition lesson? If yes, how often and
how she conducts these activities and what do you think of the
activities? If no, what would you suggest on how your composition
lesson should be.

4) After having given the composition topic to write, what sort of things
do you think about before you actually begin to write?

5) How much time do you spend thinking about a topic before you start
to write and what are some of your problems when writing?

6) After writing your composition, do you check or edit/revise your
composition before passing it up to your English teacher? If No,why ?

7) How long do you have to wait for your teacher to return your
composition and does she write any comments or give you any
feedback on your composition? Would you like to have your
composition commented and why?

8) In your opinion, do you think your teacher has given you sufficient
assistance in helping you to write your composition ? and why?

9) What further help, in your opinion, should be provided by your
teacher to help you improve your composition writing?

10) What area of composition writing do you need help most (eg.

grammar, vocabulary, sentence construction, organization, planning,
ete) ?
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Appendix D

Structured Interview Questions
(Teachers)

1) In your opinion, what are the problems your students faced when
writing the four different types of compositions — narrative,
descriptive, factual and argumentative? Which type do you think your
students find the most difficult to write and why?

2) Do you agree that students who read extensively will have better
writing skills ? Comment.

3) Pre-writing activities are important and teachers should conduct these
activities in class before asking the students to write. What are your
comments on this statement ?

4) Do you encourage your school to revise/edit what they have written
before handing in their composition for assessment? Why?

5) What are the problems you faced when marking students’
compositions?

6) Do you give feedback in the form of written comments t0 your
students’ writing? Why?

7) In your opinion, what are the main problems your students have in
writing composition?

8) What are the problems you faced when teaching composition writing?
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