CHAPTER 1

1.0 Introduction

In a report in The Star, Feb.26, 1998 issue, the Minister of Education stated that
education should prepare children to cope with changes rather than become dependent on
habits. The Minister is of the opinion that education for the future should place less
emphasis on acquiring knowledge that is transient and focus instead on developing

creative and thinking minds. (The Star, Feb, 26, 1998)

With reference to the above opinion, the pursuit of education should not only focus on

the seeking of knowledge but also take into ideration the imp of i

mhﬂdngamongmeyomgmmchofmeﬁnmmaysimgmmﬁon.msopkﬁmdso
signals to teachers the imp ce of preparing thinking minds d of the

21* century. According to Confucius, ‘learning without thought is labour lost and thought

without learning is perilous’.

ltiscmnpktelyawmeofﬁmcifmmhﬂdngmkesplmdmh\gkmﬁngbecam
whatever knowledge is leamt today may be forgotten in the years to come. If, during
lemhlgﬁﬁ:ﬂdngﬂkesplaceqiﬁcaﬂy,mmﬂﬁswouldmabkasmdmﬂmomwpnmﬁzc
the picce of knowledge. This would in tum be in his memory for many more years to
come. Since education is a life-long process, we need critical thinking skills in order to

select information from the huge corpus that is available to us.



To bring about this change, it is necessary to train teachers who are not only
competent in knowledge and skills, but also those who can integrate thinking skills into
Mwaehhg.]hiawoﬂdmatcamwgmnzﬁonohmdﬂuswhocmﬂdbehdcpmdcm
in their thinking. Ultimately, the country would benefit greatly from this new generation

for progress and prosperity.

In order to achicve the abo joned goals, a comp called World Studies

(WS) was introduced for the first time to a group of Matriculation students in Maktab

Perguruan Ilmu Khas, (MPIK). These stud: in the Matriculation p p d
this course for a period of two years. WS is essentially an inquiry based subject which cuts

across subjects in the educational jculum and draws into its components various topics

d)

and themes from disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, history, geography, politics,

economics and science.

The WS syllabus of the Matriculation progr takes a multi-disciplinary

approach with topics that focus on a number of themes related to conflict, modernization,

industrialization, and the envi In the first year the syllabus focuses on people and

conflict, while in the second year students work on issues related to modemization,

The syllabus encourages students not to think about the contemporary world as a

simple system. It is hoped that studenis would be able to take global, natural and local



pqspecﬁvmof!hetopicﬂmwﬂlbcdcaltwidmThiswo\ddinfutmeenzblcﬂwmto

understand the complex world they live in.

Thcobjecﬁvcsofﬂﬁsoomewhichme)q)ﬁciﬂyouﬂhedinﬂ\cwmuhmdbook
(1995-1997) are as follows:
i) to develop analytical and critical thinking.
i) to encourage students to read widely from newspapers, joumals
and other relevant materials.
iii)  to develop information gathering skills.
The first objective that is to develop analytical and critical thinking as stipulated in

the course handbook, is the main focus of this study.

1.1 Operational Definitions

WS — World Studies - a component with a multi-disciplinary approach. This comp is

a core subject for the MPIK/UK Matriculation p d

MPIK/UK — Maktab Perguruan limu Khas, United Kingdom Matriculation programme.

CT - Critical thinking is a disciplined thinking p: : ptualizi pplyi
iyzing, synthesizing and cvaluating information gathered from, or generated by
observation, experi flecti ing or

Matri - d who have wpleted the Sijil Pelaj Malaysi

(SPM)cxmﬁnaﬁonandwhopouesaagradeonemdadisﬁncﬁmintheEngﬁsh

Language examination paper at the SPM level.



WS Examination Items — At the end of Year Two, the students would sit for an
examination, and WS is one of the three papers that the students would take.
Evllu:tion-ﬂwsystmmﬁcpmwmofwﬂectingmdamlyﬁngdatahordermdﬂcmﬁm

to what degree, the objectives of a programme have been or are being, achieved.

1.2 Statement of the problem
Apart from improving English I proficiency and Li in English, the
d are exposed to critical thinking skills through the WS comp
The focus of the study is to find out if the students have developed critical thinking skills

as outlined in the W'S course objectives.

1.3 Rationale of the Study

Teaching and writing WS Examination items need dous effort and time on the

panofmeteachingteam.ﬂdsisbecauscﬂlemtonhmtohootpomecﬁﬁcalﬂﬁ:ddng
(CT)hiwﬂJcirwaohhgmdwhmwﬁﬁngwﬂiwmsfmﬂﬁsmpmt.mnmnuy
find it much easier to teach the course than to write the test. This study aims to find out the
smdenmwoepﬁmuoftheCTskiﬂshavhgundelgoned)eCTsﬁﬂnwmofmeWS
pmg‘unme.hdmdmswﬁndomwhm«ﬂwm«mployedbylhemmdm

the course had ibuted ds the devel of critical thinking among the

students. Furthermore the study also secks to find out if the course assessment measured



critical thinking skills and if there is a lation b dents’ ion of their CT
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skills and their performance in the final examination.

Thisnudyoould,inasmallway,pmvideaninsi@l&oteachcm,whomzywmm

include CT in their classrooms.

1.4 Research Questions

The study intends to answer the following research questions:

1.4.1 To find out students’ perceptions of their critical thinking skills, having undergone

the critical thinking course of The World Studies programme.

1.42 To find out tutors’ perceptions of whether the jes they had employed during
this course had contributed to the devel of critical thinking skills among the
students.

143 To examine to what extent the assessment of the WS course measures critical

1.44 To find out whether there is a lation b dents’ ions of their

P P

miﬁcalﬂﬁnkingslﬂlsmdmeh’perfmmmoeinmeﬁmlexmaﬁm

1.5 Significance of the Study

ﬁcﬁndingsofthissmdywotﬂdg'wanimi@nmmmindwtcachingof

thinking, more specifically, incorporating CT in their daily teaching. It would also help
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teachers to adopt specific ies to develop critical thinki ngs d Further,

it may help in the process of writing test items that include the element of CT. The study

intends to provide guidelines to b in their cl practice and provide an
insight on the tt ical and practical implications involved in teaching critical thinki
to their students.

1.6 Limitations of the Study

The study is exclusively based on the matriculation students of Maktab Perguruan
Timu Khas (MPIK), hence, it would focus on the situations in this college and the findings

would not reflect situations in other colleges or institutions

The study is very much based on two sets of questi ires, the
questions from 1995 — 1998 and the 1998 final examination scores of the students. As

such, the study depends solely on the evid provided by the respond

However, the above-mentioned setback could have been overcome if a pre-test had
been given to students before they pursued the WS course. This test could indicate the
entry level of the students’ ability to think critically. After having pursued the WS course,
a post- test could have been given in order to determine the extent the course had

enhanced critical thinking skills among the students.



