To the »dtorts knxdoadge er intensive dudy of the rotadl
trades ond othop b inessas ot the village loevel has a0 far not
bean pitamptod i Malava. This is perhaps duce *» the fact thit
guch study sorvas ne wwoful purpose axcopt oy acadomic intorost,
In wndortaking «he presat study the wrdier cludms no intention
to be comprobonsive in his trostmort of the subjoct since such taex
regqifires mare than the maximum number of words pormifted him.
Novorthelees, 1t is hoped that this study will be of somo valus
to the rr-aders in shedding some 1ight on the strueture and workinge
a the rctall trades and oth:r businessecs in the rural arcas of
Malaya,

in writing this Exsrcise the writer oblained help frum
variow sources. Foremcst thanks are due (a) to the shopkeepers
in Beecrah for thoir wi lingnoss to answer at least some of the
questions dirocted to them, (b) to the Asis Poundation for thedr
financial suppart, (¢) to Ungku Amim, Lesturer in Beonomics, Univiredt:
of Malayn, for his supervision srd guidance, (d) to Mr. Lim Chang Yal.
of the Ministry of Commerco and Industry, Singspore, fur his coirec-
tion amd comtrustive criticisms of part of this Exorcise and (e) to
Ky colleagues who had tixlored soms valuwble suggestions,
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