T R o T STRUCTY

A divoreity of tyvpes charactorised tho structure of smll
shops in Boscerah, Thay my be classifiod into tg: catogorlos
acoa dirg to:

A, The wain lins of buw iness

B, The rucinl groups of the shops' mroprioctore

C. The age distridition of the shops

D. The cwewrship pattern

E. The cuital distribution
These catogorios are selocted becauso the writor bolioves they /sve
soms scoio-soonamic significance vhich may help to foous sttantiiom

an the main features of the struwstwe of tho emll shops.

Theore wore alght types of shops acocording to tids type of
elaguificet ion, vis,, Jundry shops, Coffoe shops, Uoldmsithe,
Barbers, Teilers, Bisyclowropairers amd the Timemdth, The writar
i3 of the cpinion that thay arc the minimm rogired far the village
to satisfy inhabitents' needs.

Table I o page 8 shows the peromtage dlstribution of the
shops in Besareh smong thodr mmjor typse.



1. Suogdsy ahoms. Therc were 18 shops of this ypo conuti-

-

Typss of shope Numbor of shopms Poreantogo of all
. , _— ; _— _shons

1. Sundry slops 13 Ly
2. Cors'ee shops TN 35
3. Goldexith e 2 5
5. Tailors 2 5
6. Bicycle~ropsirars 1 2
7. hubbor deslar X 2
8. Tineaith 1 2

Total & 100

Sundry shops wero eharagtarissd by the sale of a wide variety of
stooks -~ mainly of o focd type. The variety renged from riee,
salt, sugar and blachen to footwear, textiles, fishing goars amd
patat mediaines. &w-ldthhtypmmmmmw

oot only of their ismportance as supplisre of conmmer goode, minly
daily ocssentisls, bat alse of limited dsmand on ompital or sprcialised
ekille required to opm them,

1, Soo Appendix I on pmged’ for details of major itess of Lrede,



There were 14 sliops of tids ¢ po consti-

tuting obout 35 por cont of (ke total numd<r of siops. The ooffoa
ohops sy ocliliond in the sale ol food and drinks, 1In timos of
pod tiade the colioe shops muwle pood Lusiness bocamise the M pore
Moy took ticir snacke in sugh st ops when Lhey had rore mongy. Tho
cof ‘oo shops in Desorah scrved as an outlot for iomo—mndo eikos
taked by nowrb: housowivcs. The ooffoe shopkropers norwmally chtirgod
R emal)l commiasion lor tieir tmiggﬂ-w"i‘hia syotam bancliled the
lacal howsowives in that tkrywm able to supploment the fumilios!
Lixomre ar tho st oplsopors were also banefited in that they eould
shift thc risk of lase or waste as & result of nan=dispasnl or part
disposal of the cakes to the housewivos. In addition this systam
sots fres thedr espital far othor wses.

In the village tho coffee shops are popular for their funoe
tiae as venues for social rocrostions,

3. I Oaldasd In a soclety whare the people prefer
to invest tioir sevings in tho form of propertiss and valusables
the goldemiths provide the chunrels for sush invostaents., In
Bescreh there were tw goldmmiths who traded meinly in jewallory,
precious stones end szamo voluables, At the ssec time they astad as

pasnshops for the village,
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The villago had two barbos and Lwo

tillorm, W11 of shom bt bon 4 businoss in Bosomal for moro thiam a
deconde, 'oet of them obtadne! Uiy ekddls @ o roedt of trediay:

e\ pmn&JmahSp under Lo anployore.,

dtdperergirar. Tho wo of bicxclos ws o moans of

Lenspat by the villagors recossitotes W ovediubility o o bicy low
rpudring shop clesc wt hand. Bosoreh had ome sudh uhop whore
"OpAr sorvice might bo oitained, In adddiim tds shop ron &
floct of ideyclos for hire and 6leo - ctod as agut for scruppad
iren,

7. hobbor deslor. Thore was ane rubbor doaler in this villngoe
‘o wom the rublsr fnre®rs eald their rabbor produse, Bt this
mhht'x* dealor also suppliod tho lattor with movisi os and thus par-
forwed the dual funotiuvew of buying and selling which my be used
to capladt their onstonsrs.

8. Loendth, The tinemith in this village mado pails end
8 for wbish therov wes a limitod mericet

otbar Lypes of ooedainer
ainco the villagore dorived mme of tivir water roquirants from

sulls o stromad.

#alaye, the non-dolays still plaged sn setive part in the village
eoonony meinly as ehopiwepers snd capitel supplisre.



ALUAL 33 vt pap~ BB mimce Ahe memdn) Adabeitation of the
slops waang Wi wght types of Mminoescs in Losoral. It shiows
tiat 80 por oant af the o ops woro oporetod by nonMolnys and 20
pa omt Ly luleyw. UL tho nooeddoys, 3C per cont of thoe alops
wore runcirad by Lddans aml 50 por eant by Chinese., Thoso
difi roncos dn the musbers of shops amed by thoe macbors of ouch
rece my x largaly cttributod to eorroeponding 4. forancea in iho
degrveo of “onturpeisingnoss® chouiciordsticnlly 8 am by Wio thice
racial groups and A fforencos in the smoumt of capitadl, ekills md
aonn,oidnl ability avallcble to each grouwp.

Of the 1B eundry shope noorly half were (uincso-osnod and
of the 14 colloc shope half ware Indian-owred, Thie alows &
digeo of specinlimation by Indian ond Chincse in coffoo shops ond
swndry sliogs sogpoctivaly. Thore wee alse s interdopendoncy in
the rolatiors.dp betwoon sundry shops md eoaffoe shope sinoe the
Antt e Wb cdnad wnat nf their necded sunnlies from the farwor,

Of the 9 Malay srops in Boserch, 5 wero sundry shops snd
i cofrea shioge. This suggests n ovn distribviion of thedy
susbare botwoon the two major types of busincesos,



Typos of Shops — e

oy shop 5

8 5
Calfou slop 3
Galdomith - 2 -
Barbore - 2 -
Tatloe - 2 -
Bicyolo-ropsiror - 1 -
Rubbar donloge - ) | -
Tinsaith - b -
Totod) o L 9 1__1 12 o
Puroantage of Tatal _ D 50 b ¢ .

It do opgeaod that of tbe blhcoo raves the Chineeo a
koppars passossod & mch widor wariaty of ekills than tho othore
as evidanood by the vaidous typos af srops tley amsd, T!ay vere
oloo mmo skillad a3 ovidencod by tholr cmmeship of all the pold
snith and tollar stops in Boscreh,

Talle IXIn an pags 13 shows the distridutian of shops among
tis warias ago-groups ond rocinl ontogariss, It con bo cheorved
thet nosrly tireo-fourths of tho shops weres opaned after the end of
Woarid ¥Wer IX and tiw rost bofore f8. In octher wrds only 25 pa



ot of thc propant numbor of stope which axisted before the War

romiined to he prosord dato,

It wns likoly tint thero must have

bean morc than 11 stope boyore the war,

11 monthe and less 1 - 2 3 7.5

1 yoor - 5 yoars 6 b 5 15 37.5

6 yoars - 1l yare 2 3 3 8 20,0
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AA « Bumdyy Shope EE - Tallers

B « OCoffes shops H-MW

CC « Ogldmmithe GG « Rubber

DD « Barboere HH « Tinemdth
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Of tho post—wnr period, (ho last five yoars were particularly
significant in witnossing the romarkahlo g owth of smll shops,

For during this poriod the shops mushroomed with rapidity. This
cegm A peed b oablwilabad $n the hoose vears of the 1950s . whon
the ricis of rubber and {ish wore high.

An intereeting oatwre in the postewor dovelopmnt of small
shope vias the emorgance of Mulry shopkecpors alon;aide thoso of athor
roce8,  This is indicated by the fact that all the 9 Valay s ope
spruwreg up during this poriocd. Tho Chimnsso and the Indian shops
vere by-and-darge the ourlisst comers irto the icld. The
iniorest of thc Beporah Malnys in shoploeping aftar the War may
have bom tho rosult of thoir dosire to incrocase thoir incomes by
partisipat ing in tredo rather than in farming ar fishing, thelr

traditional accupstions.

Throc fo ms of bueiness organisations are most popular amwg
sme)l shops in Beserah, viz, (a) the sole treder or family shop,

(b) the partnership md (¢) tho co~operative.

Table IV on page 15 ahows the distribution of smll shgm
among the three typss mert ioned abows. It is noticed that avout

& por cant of the shops are of the solo trading er family typs of
businces. The main roascn for the latter's popularity is because
of the cheapnces of family labour,



Partnorship acoounts for only two of the 8liope, anc
oporntod by imdians and the other by Mdays. ihe uno opoiti. od
b the lattor had thive pa tnors, whilc the Indian eshop had tao
prtnere.  Of the three rncen, ordy the Maloys fomod co=oporntive
soolotics, All the Chireso shops were organised on a sole trading
or fimily bneis.

Forme of Race of Ovnerw
Bue inces Orgmnistion

Malay Chineso Indisns Total OTOa-

toge
Sole tradey 6 20 n 37 82,0
(foamily businoes)
Partnorsh ip 1l - 1 2 8.5
Co-opcrative Socioties 2 - - 2 85
E. Zhe Cepital Pistribulion

For the prosnt pur oso capital is definod as tho initial
stock of .onay or mnoy~claims at tho dispcsal of theo sl oplceopers
vha they docided to opan up tleir rospoctive businessos st variows
dstes in the past,}

A - e

1., The writar reelises tho dofocts af tho above definition such as
changos in tho valae of mobwoy or the reto of intercet over time,




Purtnorehiip acoouwts far only tw of the shops, ano
operatod by indians and the othor by Mdays. The anp oporn: od
b the larter had thivo pa tners, while the Indian shop hnd two
partrners.  Uf the throeo races, ordy the Maliys formx]l co-oporctive
sociotirs, All tho Chiiesc stope woro organisod on & solo trading
o {imily bosis .

TAS) Xy
L THEE OEMS OF B
Forms of
Businces Organisntin
Malay Chineso
Sale trador
(family busirices)
Partnareh ip 1 - 1 2 2.5
Co-oporative 3ociotlos 2 - - 2 8.5

For tho prosmnt pur oso capital is dofinod as tho initial
stock of .anay or meney-claims at the disposal of the shopksepere
whan they docided to opan up their rospoostive busirwsses at vuriows
dates in the pst.l

RS R - A RN AR el i~

1. Mo wiritar recalises the defoots of tho above definitiom such as
changos in the valno of ronoy or the reto of interest ovar tims,
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Table V bolow stiowes the idstriintine of the LY 8 opa amangst
3 cpltad groups of wegud irtorvid, The table indicatos that
0 pr oot of the sndl wops usod an inii 1al eopital fund which
ropgoG from Wl to V1,000 with Which to iniiiato businouasca,
Thds therofare Lostily e importineo of the orall shops s mors
ol salfeomploymnt roar those in possossion o  rolitivoly smnll
amount al' onpital in combimtion with fiec furily labowr. Only
5 por cont of the aope ruprosunts rolntively large buairwases as
indico . ed by the figure found in large ecpital group.

Typos of Shop R_u]lgo of capital mw@t
— $A00=83.,050  §2,200~83,200 2330 & vvur

Sundry shop 8 8 2
Coffos shop 2 2 -
Coldemith 2 - -
Barbare 2 - -
Tatlare 1 1 -
Bicycles-ropuirer 1l - -
Bubber doaler 1 - -
Tinsmith 1 - -
Total (L) 28 1 2
Percentnge of

Total (100) ” 25 ’
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Chvinusly o naskod laperdt s v o onount ol initinl
epdlnd Wil el ot Lk dispoeal o the shopko.pars v sty iinctod
o wamals o dieperdly in e alragth of ol exvinds ov o the
regagoed of bhe cormedly o e tim b oy dordlod Lo oopem oy
s ope iu Domortd, v nitor 45 the functia: ol noy footory oo

ta (&) e a.ount of pro=shopkocening incomous of Liv g opkoopors
and thedr mrginol propensity Lo aave, (b) ability 'o obf.ain lana

Jrea fidonds or mawy-londers dopancs or to obtidn ¢ odits fron
Lhe wiolesalers in Ku ntmn and othor places (e) othor institutional
Sastore such o8 ‘Borkutu! tirough which tle savings anca' rionde
cn be munhcdl for thr pwrose of opuning un o shop.

Tabhle Va on pngo 18 show the wllocation of copitild into
o wudas typos of ehops in Beecrah. Tho HLighost porowntego
P08 to Ic maviry shops with 55 af the total and the lowost to
tho tiremithe Tho goldemiih ond the rubber doalor had tho highoet
avoiago ospital pur shop. This ia bocamse of tho high value
attachod to the oo oditics thoy coalt sdth s0 that thodr type of
LIKI08 TOQRAICS & IOJATIVOLY BUM ETUOTAr ML O HpILal. o
e minimes roquircd for other typas of usincveas. Tho figwow

L a sy

le Boriastu i» & iretitution commonly adopted in rural areas for
mobilisirg the savings of ono's circle of fiende for & oortoin
mwmhuunmmmorajmmry,m. Pricnds 6on-
tributo to a common pool thoir monsy the whole of shich is given
to the parson needs tho momey mest. Hoch dn turs Wil
mmw‘mMa,ma‘t.hmumuamum
systean, The writer wns told tist soms of the Indimn
mmwmmzmwm-mmum
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forr the tolrl oot 0 cpdiod ntfootod Dot opieaimtaly
ATy TH0 et ol cop il sas vogedrod by Tle A chass b ble LIsl
]
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Ananit

Types of Clops in oach g\ll Shap aof Capitnl
Wm Invostoont por 23 ypo

Sundry shope 7, 540 5545 1,53
Cof': o shops 9,400 18,0 67 .4
Goldsrithe 5,000 10,5 2,500
Bartors 600 300
Tullors 3,000 1,500
fubber Doaloer 2,000 16.0 2,000
Bicyclo-rupairar 1,0 1,000
Tinsnith 200 200

DR e R

48,70 100,0 2e17%e2




