Appendix A
QUESTIONNAIRE

A SURVEY ON TRAI TEACHERS’ READING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES AND RELATED PROBLEMS IN ENGLISH

This survey is limited to the English option traince tcachers of Maktab Perguruan Batu
Pahat.  The purpose of this survey is to obtain information on the trainces’
comprehension strategics adopted when reading English texts and reference materials and
the problems they face in reading.

Hopefully, this information will shed some light on the arcas mentioned above with the
view to improve reading habits and comprehension of English texts among the English
option traince teachers of Maktab Perguruan Batu Pahat.

Instructions : Please answer all the questions. Please fill in your own response(s)
wherever necessary. Please tick in the appropriate responses unless otherwise stated

SECTION I : Personal particulars and background

1. Sex: Male ( ) Female ()

2. Age: _____ycars

3. Schools attended :

Classroom size School

Small Medium Large Rural Urban | Residential
(1020 pupils) | 21-30 pupils) | (Above 31 pupils)

a) Primary
school o i

b) Secondary
school




4. General scholastic achievement

a. SPM: Arts( ) Science( ) Vocational( )

SPM Grade : () 2() 3 )

b.  Others : (please state examination/qualification and grade)

c. STPM: Ans( ) Science( ) No STPM ()

5. Highest English qualification. (Please fill in the grade)

a_ | SPM
bopmo
c. Others ( please state ) :

6. a. Parents' Occupation (please state in the space provided )
i. Mother :
ii. Father @

s

Salary of parents per month. (Mother’s + Father’s)

i. less than RM 400

ii. between RM 401 and RM800
iii. between RM 801 and RM1200
iv. between RM1201 and RM1500
v. more than RM1500

—~—~ o~~~
~————
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|

7

i Mother
ii. Father |

8.

Level of education of parents

Nil | Primany |

Reading skill - Very ()
Good

SECTION 2: Usage of English

How would you describe your standard of English in the following skill?

Good (

) Average (

)

Poor (

Questions 9 — 11: Please circle based on the ranking scale below.

Eg.

9.

How often do you speak English to the following people?

a.

b.

<]

_Always

 Usually

Sometimes |
S

I like to read English materials.

Father

Mother
Sisters/Brothers
Friends

Lecturers
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5

5

4

4

)

Sccondary | Sccondary | College | University | Others (please state )
4-5

Very (
Poor

)



10. How often do you read the following English materials?

Sections 3, 4 and 5: Please circle the appropriate response with reference to the

a. Newspapers
b. Books for pleasure
c. Books for academic purposcs

d. Magazines/journals

s 4
54
s 4
5 4

How often do you watch/listen to the following media?

a. English television programmes
b. English films and videos

c. English radio programmes

table below:

54
s 4
5 4

SECTION 3 : Importance of English

2.

w

&

a

o

| Strongly disagree

Knowledge of English means availability

of more information.

in various ficlds.

world.

. English will help to develop my country

. English is of great importance in today’s

To be successful professionally I need English. 5 4

I feel 1 can survive without English
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4 Agree
- 3 . Unsure
2 Disagree -
1
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17. English is associated with the British
colonization.

18. I've never liked studying English in school.
19. There are too many difficult words in English.
20. If I speak English my friends won’t like me.
21. People who speak English are snobbish/proud.

22.1f I'had a choice | won’t learn English.

St

23 I'm taking up this English course because

a. I chose to become an English teacher

b.

I would like to teach English

c. I like learning about English although
[ do not like being an English teacher

d. T'was not offered the course I wanted

e. | was advised (by parents, friends and
teachers) to take up this English course

f- I don’t know what else to do

SECTION 6: Reading strategies and reading problems

24. Have you received clear and specific instructions or training in any of these skills?

Are you able to !

do Library research?

take notes in English?

carry out project work in English?
use the English dictionary?
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5
5

5

[TON 5: Attitude towards the English course

YES

NO

[§)



Questions 25 - 28: Please circle the appropriate response with reference to the
table below.

Usually
Sometimes
___Seldom
_ Never

Always ‘

25. How often do you read an article or a reference book for the following purposes:

a. Before lecturces, to prepare for a new topic 5 4 3 2 1
b. To prepare for discussion in class 5 4 3 2 1
c. After lectures, to fill gaps in notes 5 4 3 2 1
d. To expand on notes taken in class 5 4 3 2 1
c. Toclear doubts 5 4 3 2 1
f. To writc an assignment 5 4 3 2 1
2. Interest in the content - for knowledge 5 4 3 2 1

26. When you are required to read a book or article in English, what do you do?

a. Start reading straightaway. 5 4 3 2

b. Study the title, subheadings and any graphic
displays to get a rough idea of what it is about 5 4 3 2

c. Go through the table of contents and/or the index
to decide which parts are relevant to your purpose S 4 3 2

d. Count the number of pages to plan how long
you’ll take to read it 5 4 3 2

150



27. While you are reading what do you do?

a. Underline or highlight all the parts you consider
important 5 4 3 2 1

b.  Make notes in the margin or on a piece of paper 5 4 3 2 1

c. 'Take down only those points that are relevant to

your task 5 4 3 2 1
d. Ty to understand every word 5 4 3 2 1
e. Use a bilingual dictionary to check all the words

you don’t know 5 4 3 2 1
f.Ignore difficult words or phrases and only look

up the meaning of some really important ones 5 4 3 2 1
2. Try to guess the main idea of each paragraph 5 4 3 2 1

h. Try to guess the meaning of some of the
difficult words 5 4 3 2 |

i.  Write down your own comments, cg.
‘confusing’, ‘I don’t agrec’, ctc. 5 4 3 2 1

J. Go on reading even if something isn’t
very clear because you expect the
meaning would get clearer as you read 5 4 3 2 1

k. Keep in mind the purpose of reading
the assignment 5 4 3 2 1

28. When you have problems understanding an English rcading assignment, you would
a. give up reading 5 4 3 2 1

b. get friends who have read it to tell you
what it is about 5 4 3 2 1

c. discuss the assignment with coursemates and
get help from them N 4 3 2 1

(5

d. see the subject lecturer for help 5 4 3
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29a. Do you have any particular method or strategy for tackling reading assignment?

Yes( ) No( )

b, Ifyes, please write down bricfly the main steps in your method or strategy.

30. The following is a general list of what you arc required to read while undergoing

the English course. Indicate the degree of difficulty you have in reading

cach of these.

Very
difficult

Difficult

Some
difficulty

Easy

a. English articles from professional journals

b. Textbooks in English

c. Chapters or sections from English
reference books

d. Lecture notes

e. Magazines/newspapers in English



Question 31 :Please circle the appropriate response with reference to the table
below:

5 ‘ Strongly agree !
R _ Agree

3 T Unsure
2 ‘ " Disagrec

[ Strongly disagree

31. The following are factors which hamper your reading comprehension.

a. The subject matter is new S 4 3 2 1
b, The concepts are too abstract 5 4 3 2 1
¢. The subject matter is uninteresting 5 4 3 2 |
d. There are too many difficult words 5 4 3 2 1
¢. The style of writing is too complex

with too many long sentences 5 4 3 2 1
f. The reasoning is often too difficult to follow 5 4 3 2 1
g. The text is too dense - too many ideas one

after the other 5 4 3 2 1
h. There is not enough practice in reading 5 4 3 2 1

in English

32. Do you have the confidence that you will be a good English teacher.
YES () NO ()

Why? e

END OF QUESTIONNAIRE! THANK YOU and Good Luck for your examinations.
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Appendix B
Interview Questions
A. General Information
Profession/Arca
Gender
Age
Ethnicity

Years of teaching experience ©.....................

B. Questions

1. Based on your experience and expertise, how important do you think is ‘reading’
to the English option trainee teachers?

N}

Do you think that improved reading proficiency can help improve proficiency in
the English language? Why?
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What is your view regarding the reading proficiency of the English option traince
teachers in semester two?

Why do you think it is such?

What do you think are the problems they face in reading comprehension?

How can the pi in reading comprehension be o 7
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7.

Can you suggest ways to improve the present training programme for the English

option trainees?

THANK YOU.
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Appendix C

English Studics Syllabus Components and Subjects

And The Reading List
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MALAYSIAN DIPLOMA IN TEACHING  (JULY 1298)

COMPONENTS AND SUBJECTS

A) MAJOR

1. Malay Studies 9. Physical and Heaith: Education

2. English Studies 10. Arabic Language

3. Chinese Sludies 11. Special Education cr Children with

4. Tamil Studies Learning Difficulties

5 Islamic Studies 12. Special Education fcr the Visually

6. Music Impaired

7. Mathematics 13. Special Education fcr Children with

8. Science Hearing Impairmert

B) MINOR .

1. Malay Studies 9. Science

2. Engl Studies 10. Local Studies

3 Chinese Studies 11. Living Skil

4. Tamil Studies 12. Health Education

5 Istamic Studies 13. Arabic Language

6. Art 14. Children's Literature

7. Moral Education 15. Pre-school Educaticn

8. Mathematics 16. Special Education ‘or Children with
Learning Difficuities

C) ELECTIVES

Malay Languzge Music

Mathematics Art

Science Local Studies

E) PROFESSIONAL ASPECT
Educaticn
F) BASIC TEACHER DYNAMICS

Malay Language Communication
Critical and Creative Thinking Skills

Moral Educaticn
Information Technoiogy

Engiish Language
Islamic Education

F) SELF-ENRICHMENT

Mathematics
y Education

Islamic Ci

Consumer Education
Hortic

Anderson & Lynch, (1988) Listening. CUP
Argondizzo, C. (1992) Children in Action. Prentice Hall

Baker, A. (1977) Ship or Sheep Cambridge: CUP

Baker, A. (1982) Tree or Three Cambridge: CUP

Bolinger, D. (1986) Intonation and its Parts. E. Amold

Bolinger, D. (1986) Intonation and its Parts. Edward Amold

Brown, G. & G.Yule (1983) Teaching The Sopoken Language.
Cambridge: CUP

Bygate, M. (1887) Speaking. Cambridge: CUP

Byme, D. (ed) (1986) Teaching Oral English. Longman.
Dakin J. (1958) Songs and Rhymes for the Teachin
Hariow: Lorgman

Davis, P. & M. Rinvolucri. (1988) Dictation. Cambridge: CUP
Golebiowska, A. (1990) Getting Students to Talk. Prentice Hall.
Holden, S.(1981) Drama in Language Teaching. Harlow: Longman
Jones, K. (1992) Simulations in Language Teaching. Cambridge:
cupP

Maley, A. (1981) Lea to Listen. Cambridge: CUP

Maley, A. (d). (1987) Role Play. Oxford: QUP

Marley, A. 2 A. Duff (1982) Drama Techniques in Languaqe Leamina.
Cambridge: CUP

Morley, J. {1984) Techniques in Teaching Pronunciation, Cambridge:
cupP

Rinvolucri M. & J. Morgan (1884) Once Upon A Time. Cambridge:
CupP

Rixon, S. (1986) Developing Listening Skills. Macmillan

Scrivener, Jim (1994) Leaming Teaching Heinemann

Ur, P. (1231) Discussions That Work. Cambridge: CUP

Ur, Penny (1984) Teaching Listening Comprehension Cambridge:
cup

Teaching of Readin

Allen, V. F. (1984) Techniques in Teaching Vocabulary. Cambridge:
Ccupr
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Reading Skills. Cambridge: CUP

Candlin, C.H. (1983) Developi
How Adults Help

Chambers, A. (1991) The Reading Environment :
Children Enjoy Books. Stroud: Thimble Press

Dakin J. (1968) Songs and Rhymes for the Teaching of English.
Harlow : Longman

Gaims, R. & S. Redmann (1986) Working With Words. Cambridge:
CupP

Greenhall & Swan. (1986) Effective Readin
Greenwood, J. (1988) o_mm mmmnma OourP
Grellet, F. (1981)
Hess, z (1981)

Cambridge: CUP

. C. (1988)
Classroom. Heinemann.
Taylor, L. (1982) Vi i ion.

Wallace, M. Teaching Vocabulary, Heinemann.

William, E. (1984) Reading jn the Language Classroom. Macmillan.

Teaching of Writin

Brookes, A. and P. Grundy (1990) _Writing for Study Purposes.
Cambridge: CUP

Byme, D. (1988) Teaching Writing Skills. Harlow: Longman

Davis, P. & M. Rinvolucri. (1988) Dictation. Cambridge: CUP
Hedge, T. (1988) Writing - Resource Book for Teacher. Cambridge:
cup

Raimes, A. (1983) Techniques in Teaching Writing.

. Heinemann
. Harlow: Longman

Literature

Carter, R. & M.N. Long (1987) Web of Words. Cambridge: CUP
C . J. & S. Slater (1988) Literature in_the Language Classroom.
Cambridge: CUP

Davis, C. (1988) Exploring Poetry. Federal Publications

Hackman, S. & B. Marshall(1980) Re-Reading Literature. Hodder &
Stonghton. .

Hedge, T. (1985) Usin
Macmillan.

Maley, A. & S. Moulding (1985) Poem into Poem. Cambridge: CUP
Maley, A. & A. Duff (1989) The Inward Ear. Cambridge: CUP
McRae, J. (1985) Using Drama in Larguage Classroom. Pergamon.
McRae, J. & L.Pantaleoni (1990) Chapter and Verse. OUP

Teaching of Grammar
Aitken, R. (1992) Teaching Tenses. Nelson

Bygate, M. A. Tonkyn and E. Williams (1994) Grammar_and the
Languaqe Teacher, Prentice Hall :
Cobuild, C. (1993) English Grammar. Harper Collins
Frank, C & M. Rinvolucri. (1891) Grzmmar in Action
Hall

Hammerly, N. (1991) Fluency and Acturacy. Multilingual Matters Ltd.
MacAndrew, R., (1991) English Observed. LTP

Maule, D. (1991) The Naked Verb : The Meaning of The English Verb
Tense. London : Macmillan
Mckay, S. (1987) Teachin:
Techniques. Prentice Hall

Ur, P. (1894) Grammar Practice Activities. Cambridge: CUP

Wood, E. & N. Mcleod (1990) Using Enalish Grammar : Mearing _and
Form. Prentice Hall

ain. Prentice

Language Mistakes. L

Bell, R.T. (1981) An Introduction to Acolied Linguistics. Batsford
Brown, H. Douglas (1994) Princicies of Lanquage Leaming and
Teaching. Prentice Hail Regents

Ellis, R. (1985) Understanding Second Language Acquisition
Fromkin, V. & R. Rodman (1988) An Introduction to Lanquage. Holt,
Rhinehart & Winston, Inc. : Orlando
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Lim Kiat Boey. (1975) An Introduction to Linquistics for the Lanquage
Teacher. RELC

Roach, P. (1983) English Phonetics and Phonology. Cambridge: CUP
Widdowson, H. (1984) Exploraticns in Applied Linguistics Il. OUP
Yalden, J. (1994) Principles of Course Design for Lanquage Teaching.
Cambridge: CUP

Principles & Practice (and Teacher Development)

Aliwright, D. & K.M. Bailey (1991) Focus on the Language Classroom:
introduction _to _classroom research for fanguage teachers.
Cambridge: CUP

Allwright, D. (1988) Observation in the Language Classroom. London:

Hemel Hemstead : Simon & Schuster Education
Bowen, Tim & Marks, Jonathan. (1994) Inside Teaching. Heinemann.
Brown, H. Douglas. (1894) Principles of Language Leaminqg and
Teaching Prentice Hall Regents

Brumfit, C & Johnson, K. (ed.) (1979) The Communicative A

roach to

Lanquage Teaching. OUP

Brumfit, C. & J. Moon & R. Torgue (ed.) (1991) Teaching English to
Children : From Practice to Princiole. Hammmersmith : Harper Ci 3
Bull, S.L. and Solity, J. E. (1993) Classroom Management: Principles to
Practice. Routledge

Byme, D. (1987) Techniques for Classroom Interaction. Longman
Dickinson, L. (1987) Self-Instruction in Language Leaming.
Doff, Adrian, (1980) Teach En: N
ouP

Edge, J. (1992) Cooperative Development. Harlow : Longman

Gibbs, G., Habeshaw, S. & Habeshaw, T. (1989) 53 Interesting Ways
to Appraise your Teaching TES Ltd

Gibbs, G. (1992) Creating a Teaching Profile. Bristol: TES

Gibbs, G. & T."Habeshaw (1992) Preparing to Teach. Bristol: TES
Hadfield, J. (1992) Classroom Dvnamics. OUP

Halliwell, S. (1992) Teaching English_in the Prima
Harlow: Longman

Hubbard, P. et al (1983) A Training Course for TEFL. ELBS
Hughes, G.S. (1989) A Handbock of Classroom English OUP

Classroom.

Johnson, K. (1981) Communicative Svllabuses ard
Pengamon

Legutke, M. & Thomas. (1991) Process & Experience athe Lanquage
Classroom. Harlow : Longman

Littlewood, W. (1981) Communicative Language
Introduction. Cambridge: CUP

Ministry of Education Malaysia (1995) Self-Access Lezning: Teacher's
i i i i i Schools.  Kuala

~2achin An

Nelasco, R. (1987) Large Classes Macmillan
Nunan, D. (1989) Understanding Language Classroo
Nunan, D. (1991) Language Teaching Methodolo
Nunan, D. (ed.) (1992) Collaborative Language Leam:
Cambridge: CUP

Nunan, D. (1892) Collaborative Lanquaqge Leaming anc_Teaching.
Cambridge: CUP

Parrolt, M. (1893) Tasks for Lanquage Teachers: A rzzource took for
training and development. Cambridge: CUP

Puchta, H. & M. Schratz (1993) Teaching Teenagers. - :fow: Longman
Richards, J.C. & D. Nunan (1990) Second Lar:uage Teacher
Education. CUP

Sheerin, S. (1988) Self-Access. OUP

Scrivener, Jim (1994) Learning Teaching. Heinemanr
Sturtridge, G. (1992) Self-Access: Preparation & Trair
Council

Underwood, M. (1987) Effective Classroom Manageme~. Longman
Wajnrb, R. (1892) Classroom Observation Tasks: A rezjurce bock for
language teachers and trainers. Cambridge: CUP
Willis, Jane (1980) Teaching English Through English
Woodward, T. (1992) Ways of Training : mmnm es for T=acher Training
Longman

Wright, T. (1987) Roles of Teachers and rwmam_m ELES

ms uE::Om Hall

. The British

TESTING

Cannon, P. (1985) Assessing Writing. Arnold
Davis, P. & M. Rinvolucri. (1988) Dictation. Cambridge: CUP



Caroll, B.J. & Hall, P.J. 1885. Make Your Own Language Tests.
Pengamon Press
Harrison, A. 1983. A Language Testing Handbook. Macmillan

Shohamy, E. 1985.
Second Language Teacher. Shaked. Ramat Aviv

Underhill, N. (1888) Testing the Spoken Langua . Cambridge: CUP
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