Appendix A
A STUDY ON LEIDURE KiADING HABITS AND INTERESTS AMONG

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN SKi LANKA

Dear student,

I am a research student from the faculty of Computer Science and Information
Technology at the University of Malaya. I am currently conducting research on the above
topic which has received approval from the Ministry of Education Sri Lanka. The
attached Questionnaire is meant for gathering information on your habit of leisure
reading and your use of the school library resources. Please remember, that this is not a
test. Most of the answers do not require a great deal of writing, because you are expected
merely to indicate your choice of answers by making a tick (/) in the appropriate box. In
places where there are blank lines, you are requested to write your answer as concisely as
possible. The success of this investigation depends on answer to the questions and your
views expressed frankly, truthfully, and as accurately as possible. Your answer will be
treated in the strictest confidence. In order to ensure anonymity, you are not required to
write or sign your name in the questionnaire. Read though each question carefully before
you begin to answer it. Please try not to miss out any question. You will be given
sufficient time to finish answering all the questions in the questionnaire.

Thank you for your co-operation,

Yours sincerely,

(P.H.A.S Abeyrathna)
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Appendix B
A SIUDY ON LEiSURE READING RABITS AND iNTERESTS AMONG SECONDARY
SCHOOL STUDENTS IN SRi LANKA

SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

Demographics of respondents

Name of the school:

Zone
Kindofschool  : Boys [ Gils] Mixed []
Type of school ~ : National 0 1AB 1C O
Sex: Male a Female O
Age
1. Which is your present form? Arts Science
Grade 12 ] O
Grade 13 (m} ]

2. Did you attend kindergarden before schooling:  Yes [ No O
3. How would you rate your reading ability
Good O Moderate O Poor O Don’tknow O
4. Parents Level of Education:
(a) No Education
(b) Primary Education
(c) Secondary Education

(d) Attended University

0O 0 0 oag

(e) Higher degree
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5. Occupation of Mother: ...................c.oooeis

Occupation of Father: ................................

6. On the average, how long each day do your parents spend on reading books,

magazines, news papers? (Tick the column)

(a) About three hours or more

(b) About one to two hours

(c) Less than one hour

(d) Never read anything

Father
O
O
[m]
O

Mother
(]
]
(]
O

7. How much time do you spend each day at home reading books (including text books)

or magazines or newspapers?

(a) About 3 hours or more

(b) From 1 hour to 2 hours

(c) Less than one hour

(d) Never read

8. How often do you read the following types of materials out side school hours or at

O oo

(]

home? (Please tick in the appropriate column for each type of reading materials, one tick

each column)

Text book

Fiction

Non fiction

Magazines

Newspapers

Every day

3-4 day a
week

1-2 day a
week

Less than
one day a
week

Never
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9. Besides school text books, how many books are there in your house?

10.

(a) More than 100 books
(b) From about 50-100 books
(c) From about 1-50 books
(d) None at all
How many different magazines are in your house?
(a) More than 3 magazines
(b) Two or three
(c) Only one

(d) None at all

11. How many newspapers are bought in your house daily?

(a) Three types of news papers
(b) Two type of newspapers
(c) Only one type of news paper

(d) None at all

(a) Borrow from the library

(b) Borrow from friends

(c) Receive as gifts

(d) Buy from my pocket money
(e) Borrow from family members

(f) Other sources

O 0O oo

[m |

oo o

(]

. How do you obtain your reading materials? (You have tick in more than one)

(]

OO0 o o o
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13. What are your favorite types of book that you read for pleasure? (Please tick three)

(a) Religion and philosophy
(b) Science and technology
(c) Sports and games

(d) Social Science

(e) International affairs

(f) Political

(g) Others (write in please)... ... ......cooooiiiiniiins

O

Oo0ooaoao

14. What are your favorite types of stories that you read for pleasure?(Please tick three)

15. What are your favourite types of magazine that you read for pleasure? (Please tick

three)

(a) Humor stories

(b) Science fiction

(c) Crime and detection or spy stories
(d) Love and romance stories

(e) Lives of famous peoples stories
(f) Adventure

(g) Miscellaneous

(h) War stories

(i) Other types of stories (write in please)...................coiiien oo

(a) Magazines dealing with Humorous
(b) Magazines dealing with Crime and detection

(c) Magazines dealing with Sci ific or techni

(d) Magazines dealing with Love and romance

]

OO0 o0OoOoooao

O 00 o
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(e) Magazines dealing with adventure
(f) Magazines dealing with sports

(g) Magazines dealing with literature
(h) Magazines dealing with Fashion

(i) Magazines dealing with Health

O O0oo0ooao

(j) Other type of Magazines (write in please)...................cocoeoii

16. What sections in the newspaper do you read? (Can tick more than one)

Local news m} Leaders declarations [J
Foreign news ] Political news (]
Sports news a Women’s fashion a
TV programs m] Advertisements ]
Editorials O Special Features ]
Short stories O Book reviews O
Cartoons and comics [] Business pages O
War news | Others.....................
Entertainments a

17. How do you feel about reading? (Tick in more than one)
(a) I would rather read a book than do most anything else.
(b) Reading is all right as a means of learning
(c) I only read when something interests me

(d) I don’t care much for reading

0O 0Oo0oagag

(e) Reading is a waste of time, and is all right for lazy people
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18. Who encouraged you to read? (Can tick more than one)
(a) Parents
(b) Siblings
(c) Friends
(d) Teachers
(e) Self motivated
(f) Others
19. When you read, would you say that you read mainly?
(a) For pleasure
(b) For general information and knowledge
(¢) For study, home work and examination purposes

(d) For other purposes

(€) Other reasons (please WITte iN).................ooii i oot e

20. In your selection of reading materials do you depend mainly on?
(a) Recommendation of Parents
(b) Recommendation of teachers
(c) Recommendation of friends
(d) Recommendation of books reviews or advertisements
(e) Your personal interests
21. How often do you go to the school library per week?
(a) Nearly every day
(b) 2-3 days a week
(c) About once a week
(d) Not regularly

(e) Never

OO0 Oo0Ooaoaa

[} O O oaog

O 000

OO0 oo o
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22. What are the 3 main reasons in (order of priority) why you visit the school library?
(Indicate 1, 2, 3, in boxes)

(a) Looking up reference materials

(b) Doing my home work

(c) Reading magazines and news papers

(d) Borrowing story books only

[ |

(e) Resting or chatting with friends during free time

23. How many books do you borrow from the school library? (Tick one only)

(a) About 2-3 books or stories a week or more O
(b) At least 1 book or story per week O
(c) Never borrow anything O

24. When you want to borrow a particular library book, how do you usually go about
looking for it? (tick one only)
(a) By using the library catalogue
(b) By searching the shelves
(c) By asking the library teacher

(d) By asking the class or subject teacher

O 0Oo0a0oag

(e) By asking friends
25. Have your teacher librarian taught you how to use the library catalogue cards?
Yes ] No O not sure a
26. Would you say that classification and arrangement of books in the school library are
particularly help to you when you use the library?

Yes a No m} not sure (m]
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27. Would you say that the library catalogue cards are useful to you when you try to

locate a library books?

m}

Yes No 0 not sure
28. 1 don’t like to go to the library, because; (Tick one only)

(a) The books are old
(b) It is a very noisy place
(c) The lighting in the library is not good enough
(d) The seats are not comfortable
(€) Other reaSONS ..........oe ettt iee et e e

29. How do you feel about your school library? (Tick one only)
(a) It makes me feel happy to be surrounded by books in the library
(b) It is a cheerful sort of place to study
(c) I do not mind going to the library, when I need to borrow books
(d) It is all right go to the library, when you have nothing better to do

(e) I hate having to go to the library

]

Oo oo o

O
(]
O
]

]

30. If you have additional comments to make on your reading problems in your school

library. (Please write in the Space)................c..oooooiie i

Thank you very much for your co-operation,

The researcher.
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