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ABSTRACT 
 
 
This study was undertaken to investigate the rhetorical structure to determine the 

obligatory and optional moves of the Industrial Law Reports (ILR) and the linguistic 

features in each of these moves.   

 

The data for the study comes from the Industrial Law Report journals and  analysis of 

the rhetorical structure and linguistic features are analyzed using the framework of 

genre analysis. Twenty cases are analyzed for the rhetorical structure and ten of these 

cases are selected for the analysis of the linguistic features of the Industrial Law 

Reports. 

 

The findings from this study reveal that the rhetorical structures of the Industrial Law 

Reports are similar to legal cases.  The four moves found in the Industrial Law Reports 

are ‘Identifying the case’, ‘Summary of the case’, ‘Pronouncing Judgment’ and ‘Giving 

of Award’.  These four moves are obligatory with possible variation in Move 4, ‘Giving 

of Award’.  A model containing the moves has been proposed for the ILR and the 

linguistic features of the ILR are given. 

 

The linguistic features of ILR are also similar to other texts of a legal nature. Common 

linguistic features found in the ILR are the use of nouns and noun phrases, lengthy 

sentences, binomials and multinomial expressions, complex prepositional phrases and 

the use of the past tense as well as verbs of contention.  In addition, the ILR also 

contains technical and specialized words which are peculiar to the legal discourse. 
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Besides, the rhetorical organization and linguistic features, the study also examines the 

communicative purposes of the ILR which are important criteria in studying the genre 

of the particular discourse community. The ILR as a source of information, reference 

and guidance appears to be the major features of the ILR communicative purposes.   

 

The rhetorical structure, the linguistic features and the communicative purposes of ILR 

reveal that it is similar to other legal genres.   It is hoped that this study will contribute 

to a better understanding of what actually constitutes the rhetorical structure and 

linguistic features of the ILR.  It is also hoped that some of the findings will prove to be 

applicable to the development of a range of teaching materials for understanding legal 

texts or in the area in professional discourse and that they add to the body of knowledge 

about the nature of texts.   
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ABSTRAK 

 

Penyelidikan ini dijalankan untuk mengkaji struktur retorik bagi mengenalpasti 

‘moves’ yang wajib dan pilihan bagi ‘Industrial Law Reports’ (ILR) dan ciri-ciri 

linguistik yang terdapat dalam setiap ‘move’. 

 

Data untuk penyelidikan ini diperolehi  dari jurnal  ‘Industrial Law Reports’ dan dikaji 

untuk melihat struktur retorik dan ciri-ciri linguistik dengan menggunakan kerangka 

teori analisis genre.  Sebanyak dua puluh kes dikaji dari sudut struktur retorik dan 

sepuluh dari kes-kes tersebut dianalisis untuk ciri-ciri linguistik ILR.  

 

Dapatan kajian menunjukkan struktur retorik  Industrial Law Reports sama seperti kes 

undang-undang yang lain.  Terdapat empat ‘moves’ di dalam ILR iaitu ‘Identifying the 

case’, ‘Summary of the case’, ‘Pronouncing Judgment’ dan ‘Giving of Award’.  

Keempat-empat ‘moves’ perlu ada di dalam kes ILR dengan hanya terdapat 

kemungkinan kewujudan variasi di dalam ‘Move 4, Giving of Award’.  Sebuah model 

dikemukakan untuk ILR yang mengandungi huraian tentang ‘moves’ dan ciri-ciri 

linguistik yang dipaparkan. 

 

Ciri-ciri linguistik ILR adalah serupa dengan teks-teks perundangan yang  lain.  Ciri-

ciri linguistik yang biasa terdapat di dalam ILR  adalah ‘nouns and noun phrases’, 

‘lengthy sentences’, ‘binomials and multinomial expressions’, ‘complex prepositional 

phrases’,  dan ‘the  use  of  past   tense’  dan   juga  ‘verbs  of   contention’.   ILR   juga  
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mempunyai kosakata yang teknikal dan dikhaskan khususnya untuk wacana undang-

undang.  

 

Selain dari struktur organisasi dan ciri-ciri linguistik, kajian ini juga melihat tujuan 

komunikatif ILR. Tujuan komunikatif ILR adalah kriteria penting dalam mengkaji 

wacana khusus sesuatu komuniti.  ILR sebagai sumber informasi, rujukan dan panduan 

merupakan ciri-ciri utama tujuan komunikatif ILR.  

. 

Struktur retorik, ciri-ciri linguistik dan tujuan komunikatif ILR mempamerkan bahawa 

ILR serupa dengan wacana undang-undang yang lain.  Kajian ini diharap dapat 

menyumbang kepada pemahaman yang lebih baik tentang struktur retorik dan ciri-ciri 

linguistik ILR.  Adalah diharap bahawa dapatan kajian ini dapat dipraktikkan kepada 

perkembangan bahan pembelajaran untuk memahami teks undang-undang atau dalam 

bidang wacana profesional dan juga menambah pengetahuan tentang teks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 


