
CHAPER II

THE IOCAL COTIRT SYSTSH

A. grl*!.
)

g5e foundatLon of, Pena$g tn 1?86 by the BrJ.tLgh btought

about the creatLon of a oLnple court rysten. In lSO?, ths f,-lrtt.,,, 
,

€tr4tter pmvLded th6 espbll"shurent of a etrtrft o.f Jlilcatqqen sttls
r: . I^ ,- 

I :

&urt had all ttre JurleilLctlons of ttre Engl.l,rh Coqrts of Lawp SlrtJ.-
::

crrlarly in Clrancera' and sccleslastleAl rnatters tn so fat rat-tlle l"ocaL
1

glrcurnstancea par-ruLtted 
" 

r

Gradually, a hlerarclty of 
, 
the Dlatr{ct Courts and &lfl: of

Appeal $aa set up. Iatcrr tfiree sltlt€N of corgts elgrgqdr w-hj.ctr

lncludc tJ:c StraLta Settlensnt Couta, the federated llalay stalfa @urtr

and tjre slngapore cour*s . '., ,,. ...,..; ;1;:1 , , , , r:.
1

rn 19d8, ttre courE ord.lncnc€" *n"" rqactcd to lEfad'tnd'.' '

ooneal!.date t*re lawe ralatlng to tho Ccrnst{tutton ,and FqrsrE of'the Ctvll

and Cri.utna! Courts. Consequently, a unlfie*"and elaborate Court gfstss

lrag forned"

B. Daveloi:relt!

To date, tjre Courtg ordLnanee, 1948 hee urrdergg'rre tronondous

ohanges and varLou.g anandrsnts halre been uade to BnturE that the '

provlsLone of thG Courtl* Ordj.nasce 19{$ are kapt ry1 wl.ttr Llm dttangfutg

*EgE-gS-Sg v qrlg-gg4g$g (1875) r,.R' 6 P.e' 381-

2uo.43 of l9{8.
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soclal conditlans.

since 1948' ttre loea1 soclal condltiqrs have alt€red greatly.
rn ttre verrs, ttre r.{arax'sr.an eocr.ery h"o* bac"o6 *.* ;; ;; rod;"j*"a.
Illrtle a ttre ona hand thc pepre dmand bre rlghti to lrottet thel.r, , ,,
lnterests, on t}le ottrer hand nora crLuas and breacheE of peas€ hcve been

amttt*di" At thc rane t!.no, the gowrrrmont scaks,to sirl$rl.t"'' J. '

emreslc dsvrlqrncnt by way of tntrodugtng Devslqfamt praar ann a g.

Incvltablyl the soeial naka-up of t}re roc.let!, tende to lntenstty Utrr rata
of 'oruefclal eonfllete urd prLvate dirS:utcs r*r*;h. r*s rimry, tru ;;*";
tha volrrne of litLgatLon.

At thi.s Jrrnetura' many c'-tdl cLalue hsrrc arlscn 1rhlrrh exeee€

ttre jurisdicatlsr of ttre sutordlnato courts and Jan ths rmooth adqntrl-

rtlratlon of tSrs High Counts. '.ttre lncrease ln }ttigat.lrxr actfvfifr" "' 
' 

:

neoossi"t{rtas the nced to rel{eve the Hrq*r Courts of tho Lncrensqd, ,lr! .,,,,,, .

':Ioad. As a raofiscau{Dnee t}rc Courts ordinance 1948 haa bean ravLsed and

r=placed by t.l-e Subord^Lnate Courto Act lgd8.
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?
c. Jur1'li{Lcl$gg$ffi

fABTlg A

Jurisd-i, a.1 (tran Of Ttre SrJ:ordlnate Courts (19d8*I97?)

Soutr@:

NotsE:

Dratm from t&e varLors Acfa and Arendmnt's mntl"onsd bl*}ow'

'Ilie Courts ordl.nance No' 43 of 1948

the Courts (armndment) OrdLnanca, 1953' 
,

T1(! En*trgency (EEsential Fcwers) ordl"nanee, No'1"4 of 1969;

ftiis Ordlnance r;tras Later repealed'

D. Tl:.e Revlsed Act came J.nto forca on lat Novsriber L972 '

Frsr0 1948 to 19??, jr:rledlEtional ctranges ooe'lrred **rlefllt l',n

the srfrordJ-nate csurr-s. fhe Flrst*c!.aoe r'tagC.st:iate'e Juriedlction has

been lnoreased four-fold ln raepect of tha uaxlgrs nqnotary V4fue of t'he

!\.

B,

e.

$rtor tlrangres
$ecurd*Class
fiagLctrate

'I

$'trst-cla*sl
I

Ma€rt stfatQl
SeFsione
ur&' ,. .

Pres*dl€nt
'.: i :,,:

1948r r?re corrres"
Orttns$qe

$250.QO $?5c},01 .-

. 500"oo
$500,01 *
$10rJo,00=

Ut53. ttre Arnenc-
Imnt

$?50.ao
l

s250.o1 -
s100Q.oo

$1{](s.o1 
|

$zoQO,OO , , I

i 1969C Tlte Arnend-

I n€nt
$?50.@ $?5{}.oI -

g25gqr.C0
$2ooo.oo
$smo.oo

'$50Qo.Ot

$to,ooo

I tg?Z, Sro srSordi-
I nateneorrrts Aet,
I 1949"
I

$25'l.OO
$250.()r -
$2o0o.oo

$?f)()0.o1
$500Q,.OO

:r :'

s5000,oL
$1Orqp.!ffi



subject satter in tltspute. xn 1948 ttr* maximun monetary value of

tlre eubJect-$atter Ln dlsputs sas ftvs hunqf€d dollarse sLnce 1972 , ,

the Subordlnate Courts Aet, 1948, t-he naxirnrm rrrrnetaqy \ralq€ rrae ra!.sed,

to trro thsusand doLlars. r$ thl"s c$nnectionr, the lertsdlt*ti s sf ,,t-he , .,

Scarlons Court Presl&nt has :tncreased fLve-fold, from onc thousand

dloltar; to fl.vE tltourand dollarg, On tha ofJrsr hand, ttre Saeondt-Clasg

t{rlgd$tfatets Jurisdictlon remains the sase tbrouglrout ttreipeff,dd.''?trLs

aqr ba dtp to the fact that for a lwrg time ln t}rt past ttrte 3rcst hes bccn

rcseilr€d for adrsl^nietratlne of,ftcers. $re wrlter feals'that, f,htr .Jug1r;

': 
I , _ 

,

dleaton of a Secon#class Magf.strate ehoutd bc elevated; aftsf 'eff *rese
.,'

Iegal off:loers aleo carry out slmLlar legal furrst3qra aE- tbe r{rst-Cl*u

t{agietratee. on tJnr ot}rer hasrdr legaLly qualtf,ted offlcere otlrer f,$an

ads!,nLstratLve offLeers should be apgnLntod to sueh a post ln the futura

ao ..s to enagre that, bctter Judgeraent,rronld be gLwn and 'tlrw *uduclng the

nnmber of *trrpeaLs to tha HLgh Couxts. ;' :,', '


