
 

 

A GENRE ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL STRUCTURE AND 
LINGUISTIC FEATURES IN PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH 

ARTICLES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RAJASEGARAN KRISHNASAMY 

 

 

 

 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA  

KUALA LUMPUR  
MALAYSIA 

 

 

 

 2011 

 



 

 

A GENRE ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL STRUCTURE AND 
LINGUISTIC FEATURES IN PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH 

ARTICLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAJASEGARAN KRISHNASAMY 
 
 
 

THESIS SUBMITTED IN FULFILMENT OF THE  
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF  

PHILOSOPHY 
 
 
 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS 
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA  

KUALA LUMPUR  
MALAYSIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2011 



UNIVERSITI MALAYA 

ORIGINAL LITERARY WORK DECLARATION 

Name of Candidate:  Rajasegaran Krishnasamy      (I.C/Passport No: 610901105319)                                   

Registration/Matric No: THA040017 

Name of Degree: Doctor of Philosophy 

Title of  thesis : A Genre Analysis of Rhetorical Structure and Linguistic Features 
   in psychology Research Articles 

 

Field of Study:  

I do solemnly and sincerely declare that: 

(1)  I am the sole author/writer of this Work; 

(2)  This Work is original; 

(3)  Any use of any work in which copyright exists was done by way of fair dealing and for 
permitted purposes and any excerpt or extract from, or reference to or reproduction of 
any copyright work has been disclosed expressly and sufficiently and the title of the 
Work and its authorship have been acknowledged in this Work; 

(4)  I do not have any actual knowledge nor do I ought reasonably to know that the making 
of this work constitutes an infringement of any copyright work; 

(5)  I hereby assign all and every rights in the copyright to this Work to the University of 
Malaya (“UM”), who henceforth shall be owner of the copyright in this Work and that 
any reproduction or use in any form or by any means whatsoever is prohibited without 
the written consent of UM having been first had and obtained; 

(6)  I am fully aware that if in the course of making this Work I have infringed any 
copyright whether intentionally or otherwise, I may be subject to legal action or any 
other action as may be determined by UM. 

 
 
 
Candidate’s Signature        Date:  20 August 2011                                                          
 
Subscribed and solemnly declared before, 
 
 
 
 
Witness’s Signature                                                                 Date:  20 August 2011 
Name:  
Designation:             



 iii

ABSTRACT 

 

Lack of awareness of cross disciplinary and cultural differences in text structures and 

reader expectations is believed to be the main cause of non-native writers’ lack of 

success in the international community.  Recently there has been a flow of interesting 

genre based studies of writing in academic and research situations for specific purposes 

to help ease this situation and this study is an effort to supplement this endeavor. This 

study was an attempt to analyse the rhetorical structure of research article (RA) in 

educational psychology, environmental psychology and economic psychology in view 

of the emergent interdisciplinary nature of knowledge which requires genre analyst to 

move towards analysis of academic genres such as the RA. Ninety RAs, thirty each 

from each of these disciplines, were analysed, to describe the move/ step structure of the 

abstracts and the various sections within these RAs. Further, an analysis of how titles 

are cast and new knowledge proclaimed within these RAs was also undertaken. This 

study provides a basic description of the structure of the abstracts and the various 

sections in these RAs and would facilitate the dissemination of knowledge among 

writers in these disciplines for both prospective native and non- native writers in these 

areas.  
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ABSTRAK 

Kekurangan kesedaran   tentang perbedzaan dalam struktur text dan expektasi  pembaca 

merupakan punca utama penulis yang  menggunakan Bahasa Inggeris sebagai bahasa 

kedua kurang Berjaya menerbitkan dapatan kajian mereka dikalangan masyarakat 

antarabangsa. Kebelakangan ini, terdapat beberapa kajian menarik dalam bidang genre, 

khususnya mengenai penulisan akademik dan penyelidikan untuk tujuan tertentu untuk 

mengatasi kelemahan ini. Kajian ini diharapkan dapat membantu mengatasi kekurangan 

ini. Kajian ini adalah satu usaha untuk menganalisa struktur penulisan artikel 

penyelidikan dalam bidang Psikologi Pendidikan. Psikologi Persekitaran dan Psikologi 

Ekonomi memandangkan ilmu pengetahuan pada masa kini adalah dalam bentuk 

gabungan beberapa disiplin yang berlainan. Sembilan puluh artikel, tiga puluh dari 

setiap disiplin ini telah dianalisa untuk menerangkan struktur keseluruhan dan yang 

terperinci abstrak dan bahagian bahagian tertentu dalam artikel penyelidikan berkenaan. 

Analisa selanjutnya adalah mengenai bagaimana tajuk penulisan bagi tujuan 

penyelidikan ini dirangka dan bagaimana ilmu pengetahuan yang baru di struktur dalam 

penulisan tersebut. . 

 Kajian ini diharapkan dapat memberi satu penghuraian yang terperinci mengenai 

abstrak dan bahagian bahagian tertentu dalam penulisan artikel penyelidikan  dalam 

bidang berkenaan supaya dapat membantu penulis  yang menggunakan bahasa Inggeris 

sebagai bahasa pertama dan kedua menyampaikan dapatan kajian mereka dengan lebih 

sempurna.   
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