A GENRE-SPECIFIC STUDY OF ENGLISH AND PERSIAN NEWSPAPER
EDITORIALS

ALIREZA BONYADI BABAEE

THESIS SUBMITTED IN FULFILMENT
OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA
KUALA LUMPUR
2011



ORIGINAL LITERARY WORK DECLARATION

Name of Candidate: Alireza Bonyadi Babaee  (l.C/Passport No:) K18896348

Registration/Matric No: PHA70016

Name of Degree: Doctor of Philosophy

Title of Project Paper/Research Report/Dissertation/Thesis (“this Work™):

Field of Study: TESOL

| do
1)

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

solemnly and sincerely declare that:

I am the sole author/writer of this Work;

This Work is original;

Any use of any work in which copyright exists was done by way of fair dealing and
for permitted purposes and any excerpt or extract from, or reference to or
reproduction of any copyright work has been disclosed expressly and sufficiently
and the title of the Work and its authorship have been acknowledged in this Work;

I do not have any actual knowledge nor do | ought reasonably to know that the
making of this work constitutes an infringement of any copyright work;

I hereby assign all and every rights in the copyright to this Work to the University
of Malaya (“UM”), who henceforth shall be owner of the copyright in this Work
and that any reproduction or use in any form or by any means whatsoever is
prohibited without the written consent of UM having been first had and obtained;

I am fully aware that if in the course of making this Work | have infringed any
copyright whether intentionally or otherwise, I may be subject to legal action or any
other action as may be determined by UM.

Candidate’s Signature Date

Subscribed and solemnly declared before,

Witness’s Signature Date

Name:

Designation:



Synopsis

Newspaper editorials constitute a part of media discourse, which is an extremely important
field of research in intercultural rhetoric analysis. The interface between the linguistic
analysis of newspaper editorials and teaching of English as a foreign/second language is
also a relevant issue in language teaching. Thus, drawing on the theory of inter-cultural
rhetoric analysis and considering the important role of newspaper editorials in shaping
public opinions, the present study aimed at conducting a genre-specific analysis of
newspaper editorials culled from the editorials of the English newspaper, The New York
Times, and those of Persian newspaper, Tehran Times. Addressing different discourse
strategies that newspaper editorials employ for propagating their preferred ideologies, the
study specifically focused on the schematic analysis of the editorials and also the types of
the rhetorical structures they employed for communicating their intended opinions.

The findings of the study revealed that the editorials in the two papers were similar in
having the same schematic structures and moves. However they were found to be different
in terms of realizing the moves. Furthermore, the editorial writers in the two papers,
throughout the headlines and the main texts, tried to influence their readers' understanding
of the news events by employing certain textual and rhetorical devices. The study has also
offered some pedagogical implications of the findings that might provide the ESL/EFL
teachers and students with the required knowledge on the discourse conventions in a
certain sub-genre namely newspaper editorials making them ready to use the newspaper

editorials in the classrooms.



Kajian Genre-specific Berkenaan Lidah Pengarang Bahasa Inggeris Dan Farsi
Sinopsis

Ruangan editorial akhbar merupakan sebahagian daripada wacana media yang amat
penting dalam bidang kajian analisis retorik silang budaya. Pertindihan antara analisis
linguistik editorial akhbar dan pengajaran Bahasa Inggeris sebagai bahasa asing/kedua
(ESL/EFL) juga merupakan satu isu yang relevan dalam pengajaran bahasa. Justeru,
bertitik tolak daripada teori analisis retorik silang budaya dan mengambil kira betapa
pentingnya peranan akhbar dalam pembentukan padangan awam, kajian ini bertujuan
menganalisis genre kKhusus ruang editorial akhbar berbahasa Inggeris, The New York Times
dan akhbar Parsi Tehran Times. Melihat perbezaan dalam strategi wacana yang digunakan
oleh editorial kedua-dua akhbar tersebut bagi tujuan mempropagandakan ideologi masing-
masing, kajian ini khususnya memfokuskan analisis skematik editorial dan juga jenis
struktur retorik yang mereka gunakan bagi menyampaikan pendapat yang mereka
maksudkan.

Dapatan kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa ruang editorial dalam kedua-dua akhbar adalah
agak serupa dalam struktur skematik dan pergerakan. Bagaimanapun terdapat perbezaan
dari segi pelaksaan pergerakan-pergerakan tersebut. Selanjutnya, penulis editorial bagi
kedua-dua akhbar, menerusi tajuk utama dan teks utama, cuba mempengaruhi pemahaman
pembaca mereka terhadap peristiwa dalam berita dengan menggunakan peranti tekstual
dan retorik yang khusus. Kajian ini telah menyumbang ke arah implikasi pedagogi yang
boleh digunakan oleh guru dan pelajar ESL/EFL khususnya tentang konvensi wacana
dalam sub-genre, iaitu ruang editorial akhbar dan seterusnya menggalakkan mereka

menggunakan ruang editorial akhbar dalam bilik darjah.
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