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Thic TP CLATION GF SABAM

British Rersh Borneo, salled dabah hy the nativea, lies in
tse extreme north of 3hc island of Boraee, situated about latitude
4K and longitude 117 B. It is ineular in aature but this insularity
did not lead to amny rapid growth of the pojpulation by migration as
happened in other insular South-east Asian countries. Prior to the
firat population gensus, taken in 18918 assevunts of the Nerth Berneca
population wore rather vague. Sinee 1791, the taking of the eenzus eof
the porulation decennially has inoreased this l'mowledge vastly, with
the gharagter of the cemsus gquestionnaire growing more and mere complex
as defects vere eliminated and improvements fustalled, There was s
break im 194) when the ocuthresk of the sscond world wzar prevenmted an
enuseration. The last census was carried eut en 10th August 1960 im
conjunetion with the eensuses of Harawak and Brunei, fellowing a decision
to carry out a eombiasd cperation by the three atates involved.

The erganisation and administration of the 1960 gcensus wes
quite & simple affair, sinees the territorial ares of Sabah had ast
changed at all bdetwesn 1951 (when the Tir=% seusus after the war was
taren) mnd 1960, Cemsua enumerstion followed a divieion of the country
into various census distriets hased upon the then existing administrative
dictriets. The country was divided into & total of 22 cern us distriets,
A map of North Bormec 1s glven oa ths following psge showing the various
ceasun districts and showing further the denaity distribution of the
vepulation in 1960 and alno the main urbar cengres.

This work ie divided intc 5 shapters, eanch of whioh daals
with a €ifferent asgeot of the papulution of Sabah. Though they have
been treated in oueh a maunar, it would be werthehile not 8¢ forget
that theae various agpecis are ali inter-lisked and inter-dependeat,
and pone ¢of thea can bhe vierged preoperly iu isolatien., The firet ghapter
deals with the growti of the poouletion, from 191 till the yreseat
time. The ehaypter ecneludes with some somments ou the distributica of
the populstion in 1950,

Hext an onalysis of nge dats is madeé. ¥asre possibdle
correrisony with early ceneus data is carried out. The third asyect
dealt with 1 sex ani maritsl status dnte. These two are roviewed in
one chapter begaune 0% the 0loue connection between sex Jdata and data
on moritsl stetus, Following thiua, chapter {our investigutes the
conditiors of literasy iu Forth Zoynmeo. For an under-develoyped couatry,
questione dea.ing with literasy ars dmportast in the aenas thay help to
evaluate tho extent ef the existense of sdvgaded labour (and hemes
skilled labour) which directly influengces the Jroduetivity of the matien.
The 4lmstribution ¢f the papulation by the various '
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religions {s aluwo leoked into in thie chuypter. The last chapter
deals with labour forse statistice. Ne diassussiez ea porulatien
would Se complete if the labour foree sspeet ie net losked iate

The wap cf 3abah Se givem 6= the folloxing puge!t below
i3 the index to the mapi:

Moo Distriet Moy Dietriet
1l = Labuan 11 v Tuaran
2 = Kuala Fenyu 12 - Kota Belud
3 = Besufert 13 = Kudat
h = Sipitang ib - Labuk |
5 = Teneam 15 - sanduken (Towm & Rurel)
6 = Keningau 16 - Kisabatangan
7?7 = Tambunan 17 " Lahnd betu
8 = Ranau 18 - Seaperza
9 w Fapar 19 ® Tawau
10 = Jesselton (Town 20 = Penziangnn
and Bursl)
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The population of Sabah was rather sparse at the
beginaing of the 20tk eentury. Vast tragks of land were more oOr
less completely veid of habituats, The first ever gensus of the
population, takem im 1291, yielded an estimate of srownd 67,000
inhabitants. But since them, that is the peried when the colonial
pevers took over Sabah, groat atrides have been sade, and in 1960,
the censue figures for th- total population steod at 454,421,
Neturally it is mot poseidle to ecompare the foermer figures with the
latter since there are doubts as te the accurasy of the former.

But they do provide a useful basis for evaluating the growth eof the
populatica of Sabah sinee the ingeption eof the first populatien
eencus, The growth ie tsbulated belo:, the figures ranging frem
the first census in 1891 te the last eensus shich was held oa 10th
August 1960

TABLE 1.1

QRO4TH GF JOFLLaTl

o 3 : Par Cent Annual
Ceacus Year ;, Pepulatien = . .ese Rate of urewth (»)

1891 67,062 - ; -

1%01 : 104,157 ; (205.7) (4.3)

1911 21“9279 (53.3) (7.3)

1921 263,252 ; - 22.6 2.1

1931 - 277,476 Seb 0.5

1951 : 354,242 : 20,4 C.7

1960 - b5h,421 36.0 340

*t No contus was tuken in 1941 because of the outbreak of the
Pacific War in 1940,

Hete: Figures inm parenthesis are estimates aince the census aid
not have as full g¢overage as ofter 1911,

4 proyer evaluation of the adove figures ia, in reality, not possible,
espeeially an evaluatien of the figures for the first three csncuaes
whose accuracy is gravely im doubt, considering the eircumstanevs
under whieh the census of the pepulation was undertsken. The govera-
ing body at that period did not have a complete administration over

-



the shole ¢f 5abah and neither 4id ito wervants penatrate deep inte
the dnterior of the sountry. The figures therrfore merely indicate
the porulution with whom the adainistration had sosme gontast, There=-
fore it ie posaible that the growth of the populatios vas much
smaller than indicsted by the computed values. Further, the
population growta was greatly influenced or aided by the wide oxtent
of early immigration, especially Chiness dimmigration before the
second world war, leading up to its outdreak in 1940, This means
that the evaluation of the per cert increase and the per eent growth
rate figures prior to 1931 do not have much meaning and it would
therefors be misleading to attaoh sny importance to them. (Thst is
why earlier values for thenc ars given in par:nthesis in table).

The offect of immigration can be realised from th- followimg state-
men® which shows the number of aliens in Cabah from the e rliecst
eersus up to 1931:

Census Total Number of Aliens FPexr Cent of
'-315553731
1791 15,604 235
1901 20,8317, 20 )
1911 42,856 20 } '
1921 60,711 22.9
191 72,258 26.0

The proportion of aliens has nol waversd much beyond being )L/5 of
the total populatior thouzh tn 1931 4% ross to being slightly over
{+ Although the proportion of aliens has tended to be stuble, the
sctual figures more than quadru;led between 1391 and 1931. It is
poassible to assume that the ocensus figures for the aliens are quite
acsurate since these people usually elustered around the trading
sentres and other places of reash, This shows that the proportioa
of immigrants in the composition of the populaticn has remained at

a high level for several decades, thcreby exerting undeniable
influence om the growth of the population. Thin therefore aullifies
the complete acceptance of the computed values for the rate of growth
of the pepulation. However, in recent times, especially after 1951
when the populstion of Labah had atabilised, in terms of settlement,
to some extent, the poyulation figures have recorded bigh aand
inoreesing growth rates., Between 1931 and 1951 the rate of growth

o

1: Owing to the reason th't I have been unable tcu get the actual
values, 1 have based my estimates of the immigrants inm Sabah
in 1901 and 1911 en the assumption the prop rtion of aliens
wvas atable at about 20%.



wag & mere 0,7 per cent ver annum wihile between 1951 and 1960,

it hnd olimbed to 3,0 per cent per arnum. +nd it is highly Mk- j
that thies high growth rate will be msintasined for some years te
COe. '

a) Popwlation Grouwth by vistriels

The census districtes adopted by the ceusua authorities
werde, for many of the ¢ensuses, based uu the administrutive
distriote. [he census of 1960 used the 20 adaministrative districts
and by dividing the administrative districte of Sandakan and
Jesselton into two census distriots each (town and rural), the
eensus suthorities thue effectively divided tue wholes of 3abdbah
into 22 ceamus districta. Each of these 22 dlstrictu vary to a
great extent in sise and in the composition of thse ?6?&1&%2@3-1
And each of these districts have recorded different rates of
inorease of pooulation, acee showing grent increases and others
showing insignificant inereane, and still otners showing decreases.

Table l.2 presents a consise pistare of the trend of
growth uf the population in the wrrious diastricts between 1921
and 1960, Hest of the districts have gainod in poprulation numbers,
though there are a few district which have lust their pepulation
to other and more prospsrous districts. It is essontial that the
background to this aneven develoyient should be kect in aind in»
analysiag the differantlial seowth of thr po ulation in the various
Aistricta, nnd tals 1s esyayed briefly below,

ifae #ad of *hs first vorld wap brousht «iii it a shortage
of riee to North Morneo which had the effest of iuflating the prices
of otier local joamoditlies, esvecislly rubber. [his resulied in a
movament of fars aoruers to tne aestata: whicu Lurtner deyressed the
1acrl production of riese, Sut ths boom in rudbor was cot loage
lived and with the deiliue of PubLor prices in 1921, a reverse
movemert of workers back to the farms occurred. The natives
returned to their villuges aaa the Jhime e returauvd to their market-
gardening. CLuring this certod of general slack, l..lyratior fizuras
£91) druntiznlly tode The siump contiamed fm: a couple of yemrs,
The period between 1925 and 1930 saw bettor times again and
imnigrgtion ilncreaved uuder theve presporous counditioase But once
sznin & diyoression Lit Slorth hormeo 1ia tie early 1930s, that is the
vorld deyressica of Lhe 193Ue was keenly felt in urth Borneo.
Kubbur exports declined to an aouic degrose AL (his period, Sadbah
lind e large aumbsr of recruiltud labuur, especiilly fves Jave, and

Te Reafor to the sing given at the ent of Che Iniroduction.



PABLE 1,2

PER OENT CIANGE IN rOPULATION BY DI.TRICTs: 1921 - 160
LEFTEVDRVISDIN aﬂﬂ*gélﬁiﬁ ERRETEMIRE :nu"sSntsa&stnauataa”ﬁiﬂl..ut'

Cencus P’:,c‘a',chngs.,

Platiiete 1921-1931  1931-1951  1951-1960
Tawau ; +19.4 ; +76,6 : +89.9
Lahad Datu J €257 ~} +40.7 ‘} +59.3
~emjperns i ’ ‘
Kinabatangau T « 242 ; -19.5 | +23.2
Sandekan Toem +16,0 e 5,9 |
dandakan Reral +47.9 ; +26,9 } 20,2
Labuk ; ¢ 0,2 i ©19:5 ~ + 7.6
Fudat E - 0.2 ? +39.1 { «28 .4
Ranau 2 f » +12.7
Taabuaan J * 0.9 3 ~10.7 L = 2.9
Keta Belud | * | ¢ +27.0
Tuaras , ¢ : . +22.3
Jesselton Town «18.9 *15%,8 +8%.6
Jesasltea Rural ¢ ¢ k6.4 | «11.4
POP” . | *?Qoh +352.1
Beaufert - 8.8 - e22.8 .
Fuala Yenyu * b,6 "~ 13,8 | i
sipitang 7 + 0.6 : + 5,7 +40,.3
Tenca ‘ . *34,6 +50,3
1*’.331“8&“ : * '3500 w2l, 1l
£ Q?’iins.‘ ng . 6 “'11 e 7 ’79 e 6
Labuan *27.1 +17.0 *
. Gorneo e 8.4 *20,.b *36.0

* = The change is not significant aiiag to a change in the boundary
of the distrist. |



the repatriation of this L:bo.r nffected labour eonditions at

home, After 193h4 gonditione miain improved and Chineme immigration
continued to imecrease uniil the outbreak of the seeond world war,
The Japanease occu;ntion of Sakah 1aft 4n {ts vake ruin ard chaes,
with the economy virtually at a standstil) for a year or so. But
the r«turn to prosprerity bag:n when rubter prices rose 4in the early
19508, Lste timber replagad rubhe~ ms tho boom produet and this
sar an influx of logyin, c¢amy Yabdour into SHabah from Indopesia and
tha Thiliyrines after 197,

Thix brief r»num; of{ the developmsnt ahnruld h-lp us undare
stard the gporth of the jopulstiens The eant const diuvtriets of
Tawau an4 3andakan have recorded consiatly hih inereases of
population since 1921, Setesen 17%1 and 1960, their insreases in
pe:rulation wer: avong the highest for esny esmsum district ia Gabah,
Tssau had %9.9 per cent increase -hile Snndakun expanded by 70,2
yer c:nt, By iteelf, Tawau, ths fourth largest distriot im Sabnh.
has had 1ts pepulation sise raised by about MO per eent betueen
191 nand 1960, a perio? of eonly 39 years, Between 1951 and 1960,
the Chinese and the lnd{ esous poejulation of Tawsu exjy-rienced 3.1
}er cent per annum and .Y per ¢ent per annuam rate of growth
respectively. This can be related to tremendous sxpansion of its
ecoaromy &2 & re=ult of a great influx of Indenesien and rhilippime
labour seeking work, The population of sSanda<an imcressed by 23
times beteeen 1971 and 1960, Thi= increase wiuld have been gre ter
but for the ravages of the Japanese oecuration., It would have also
Leen high {ic recei;t yea:s had it not bheen for the fact thst the
capital of Satah wan trrasferred to Jesselton, The other cast
ecast di-triets, Lahad Datu and semporan, refl-ct =imilar upward
trends in pop lation siszsea., For Finabatangan, th: nuasdbers
disseninated to other districta between 1921 and 1951,

Along the werst cuast, genuine increas~s hrve occurred in
the 2ietricts of Jensslton, Beaufort and ILsbumn, Thias dnes not
imrly th-t oth:r want ccau? districts have had no incrsases dut
that their increases ars uot as sl nificant az in the case of the
fornsr three districtas. The poplation of Jeasolton tosn ian 1951
waa only 84 per gent of whut £t was in 1960, But the variol of
greatest increase was not 1951 « 1960 But 1931 - 1991, During the
latter period the regorded ehange wa: 154.8 per oeont! This unique
gracth ean be traced to the ianfiuenca oU rubba  and the sffect of
its world ;rice on the economy of subah, An inflow of Chinese
immigrants took plaeel. lhis saxe economiec factor also affected

1., Eeteeen 1931 and 1951, the Chinere populstion grew by 4,318,
Ynst of thess newcom-ras rost probadbly entered Tabah before 1040
begaune the war aund the Japanewme occupmtion in the 1940s stopped
mizretion into sabahe. 1his faet coupled 2ith hoom conditions
after 123 brougut in larger nusders of migr:nte,



Beauforta' progress in anumbers. Beaufort has boen and ‘s the
centre of the rubber industry. The imtercensal peried ot 1921 =
1931 saw & deeline in the figures by 8.8 per ceat., Thie Jeerease
can be attributed solely to the dejression eonditiomns of the late
19208 and the early 19%s. During these slack periods immigrants
loft th: distriet to meek their liveliheood elaewhere. Hoom
gconditions in 1991 saw en 4nflos of new lsbour. The msjority eof
these were, surprisingly natives, prodably from Tambuanan snd
Pcnstanganz.

within the interior districtes of heningau, Tenezx and
Sipitang, over 21,000 more persons were enumerated im 1960 than
in 1951. If thie actual imereaae is compared with the pepulatien
in thece districts im 1931 (that is 24,000) then the great
significance of the grewth can be lamediately acknowledged,
lndividually, the careers of these three distriets are semewhit
chequered, especially thet of Keningau's. Between 1921-1931 and
1931~1951, the nunber of persons in Keningau dropped 18,6 per
eent and 11,7 per eent respectively. But the perioed of 19511960
saw & growth by fO j;er cert, The »arlier decline in numbers seeas
to have follewed a general decline in mumbere of a certain section
of the native populstion (that ir the Muruts, whick will be ahown
later in this chapter). Gince 1921, the porulstien hss doubled ina
Yenom sna Sipitang with the main ceatridbuters to this inerease
being the Chinese in-migrants,.

within the rast of the other districts, three have recorded
a net decrease in the population figures betueen 1951 and 1560,
The e three distilcts ar remmaiangan, Tambunxe and “unle Penywm,
‘“hese declines are due tu the fact that they hold no attraction at
all for settlement and further th- grester develorrent of the coanstal
diutricts has tended to amct as a centripetal fcrce for the sovement
of the pe,.lation,

All the othir dimtricts huve predominamtly native peopulatien
whose 8los grovth has been a malor factor in the slo- growth of the
pojulation in thene distriects,

b) lropulatien Grosth by Communities

The population of Sabah ia a complex mixture of native
indegenes and immiygraunts. The structural compo:itien of the
population seeams to sirike a baleuce bLetween the-e¢ two groups. Any

2. BDoth these distriets showed decreases in numbers between 1951
and 1960, Cf. Tadle 1.2



analysie of the growsth of the peeple of Sabah requires therefore
an individual study of the growth of thene two typea of communities.
4e s8hnll desl with the immigr nt population firat.

The immigrants divide into two natural groups of people,
that ima the Chinese, and the Uthers under whom we ¢ra elaasify the
Indonesiansg, I'hilipnines, iuropeans, Surasians, Indians etc. But
before wr look inte the grouwth of the imdividual rases, it would be
of value to obtain an ides of the overall growth of all the malam
gommunitiea, ‘iable 1.3 provides figures denoting the per ceat ghangeu
in the nrizes of the various groups betweea 1911 and 1960. One notes
that the pattern of groxth is similar for tiue three categories of
comsunities, The increaae during the tso extreme ;+riode indicnited
in th® table is hipher than that durin, the middle periode, that is
if we tave tie ciiange occurin: by decades. The degree of chauge
varias far aach o the three grours, with the 'Uthers' resordiag the
Bo-t drastic ehanges, indicatiag they are the most unsettled group
in 3Sapsh. 'The hignest and mteadiest ochanyges seens $0 heve paen
maintained by the Thinese alone. |

The tuble does not allow further extrastion of infcrmation
ou growth other thin vhat has been outlined adovs, ©ne iaportant
reasen for thin is that whil=t the growth of the natives is a
natur:l gro-th or increase, t.e grosth of the {mmirrent groups is
the result of 3y inflow of frech misrunts in eurlier pericis mixed
vith some n-=tural increamas in recent years, Thi- thersfore calls for
an in'ivi‘uni analysis of their growths,

TAFLE 1,3

POaCiR, LRCREAGE OO FUSLLATION BY MAlE COuMUNITI LSS 1911=-1960

RN E AR IR TARDN L EERERE Y SN RENL U2 TR EETED [ 23 3 T 22 3 T 2.3 2 3 2 -3 23 J N

Community = 1911-1921 1921-19%1 1921-19%51  1951-1960
laéiﬂeﬂﬁuﬁ z 1?@6 | 1.1 lﬁck 2601
Chinese f k1.2 27.5 We.6 40.6
Cthers : &ﬁ.l 6¢o *?hoﬁ 15809

4) The Chinesat

The Chimese are without doubt the most importsnt of the
various immigrant communities, not only because of thair large
numb:r: but also because of their impast upon ths economy of uabah.



shile there have heen nom- link: batween lnorth Hornso and China

aev ral ga.turi n befor: tis arrival of the Eritish, it ras not
until the advant of the latter &n jiorth Norneo in the 1380s that
the Chine.e¢ injections intu Suhinh iancreased in velume, Many of the
¢arly Chinese ::re ;uov rvment spontor:d iarurtess ant were financially
iniucad to penctrite tos iaterinr of sorth Sorsse. o2t of the
¢arly Thire:e wave tobscco-4:tate labourer-a, traders and shop-
xee;ers, rany gettlad ‘van alon; the wor: fertile coneteal reglons,
The aarliest svsilabls fivures of the Whiunsoe, thet f¢ from the
censur of 1891, ind coteq theve were 7,1°0 evicny ¢f the Chinese
race in oabab, Detwsen then an’ no-, the nuebirs hove syosn
trvasicndously. In I90C, the ceivuw telifes 1CL LS Chinere, forming

£

alrost o of the porcletion of Ssabslin
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The per eent change im numbera »f the Chinese in the early inter-
sensal decades was much high r thsn at the let-r (or prasent)
ijnteresnsal decades, Eetveen 1791 and 1911, the population kept
“oublinz every 10 yearm, Corresgoniin-iy tie rates of growth were
¢xcaptionally high, ovsr 63} per ceut jer amnuil But aft.r 1911,
thare cau be obsarved a decline in the rate of growth of the numdsrs,
It is not difficult to deduce the reusons for thi: obvious ghanze in
the trend of growth. & couple of yeurs after 1¢11, the westsrn
nations got entangled in & war w«hich liad vast re ercusgions upon the
whole world. iollowin: this, a series o! e rausions hit the world,
de;resulons which hit . rimary ;roduclin; c¢ountrics tc & gre.t exteat.
Le oow earlier the effegte of the change: in the sorld price of
rutber ujon the libour of iorth lorneo and the extant of the
iremigretion. This turmeil in the ecunculc flsld ehonged to one on
the phycieal Tleld ahen aar broke out agairn inm 1o4Ce, sorth Eornes
wae, lika many other countries, directly involved anc hit baily by



the ochwos of destruction., OChipese fuwal r-iion ryvacied {te lowset
ebb durin; this je-dods Tie yate of (wosth f the Chinece belween
1540 snd 1901 wems only 7 per gent per asnhwe shile the per gent
chalge in nuab ra averaged only 4. per cenut decade betesen this
swae perscd.

Gie Foturn of caiw i the 19903 ence agnin wan a signal
for the dracatic criv e in tie pstiora of grostiae ahiin pattern of
crestk must, rovever, be d Iforentiated Frouw toe ¢.ciier trenas. Dy
1531 tiie Chinere were ruite m ~ell settled cowwunity in oabah. ‘he
(hinere grﬂ¥*} bﬂtwaaa 1751 ard 1%00 was more of & natursi pgroawth
thar & growth resul dnp frow sn 1eflos of dmeigracts., 1n faet
ploaretion glaggg o very kincr role in tihe ehange in the deease after
1961, %him is erphatically substantiatea by the vet fijure of k6
Chiness marrivele over dermrtiyes betvean 1951 and 156G, Therefore
tiie 40,f yer cent inersars in numbers in the 9 yr~ars of this last
intercencael poriod was more of a naturnl increaes, Lihe per sent
rote of prosth of the Crijone Iﬁ“tlﬁ*ﬁﬁf wa: [iicher than the rate
of growth of th- go;ulatiﬂn of Suban {the forrner r-te is IR per
cent per annum while the latter ohe 1o 00 Taur cent per annun;s
Ir roint ot faect thc Chiness recovued ths high+ i rste of natursl
increase anon: the various eunw uniile: im Luvwehe This will become
eviuent later,

i1, she Ut.ersd:

The mo.t imjortsat of the Ctier Ymmi raznt communitlies
ar= tie Irnicuesizns. These In cruesiuns fory the only cothor group
o: dmud. reats who hevs cors 40 cunia’derabls nunb r: to ..orth Bdornec,
fhe eirly eolonlel diyw sar the arriva) of siguificsnt nucbere of
Juvanene &i estnte lobourers oho luter became jermunent mettlers in
sebak coibg to the encuursgesent arng daueoment off rei thea by the
coloutul guvirnment, Later erme othe: rtrnana of Indoneslian
inidocauts. Generally, the indonesian iw:i ration oecurred in three
sajur streams. dhe first stroam consiuted of thess who were traus-
pertol oVer as @ rooult of an agreeziant hoetwenn the Lutch officiele
irn Juva =ne the Sritich in Selebh., Thio took place in the perioed
Letveon the tuu wsrse Mo:t of tlheve immi rents were, &s mtatod
wiove, vavaness farmin estate labour madinly, This infilux a: a
recuit of duteregovernzaat sgremsont ang imgert tion 1s quite plain
in the oudien and akarp increase in the numbers of ludunesiaune in
sabah in 1571 to 11,007, This ean ke contrmated ~iti tie figure of
5,51C 4n 1511, Iletu.ee: tihece tao crucus yesrs, thr rite of dnilow
of the indounesians wac 7.5 per cent . achuxn, out howevesr this
inflo. was not longeiiveds. The unstuble ccaditions between 1971
anc 17%1 1le? to & deciiue i the nuwber of Indaneﬁ‘ansl at the rute

1. Llee Yor Lengt N Borpeo: Study in Settlexent Gecgraphy page 49,




UL e D D dn i G phe Iest 1911e1960
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B ey Cent £2)

1011 | 54510 - - -
1971 11,321 Gl «10%,7 7.3
174 1,015 -1,20% - 1C,¢ el.l
19%1 7,301 ~7,0%% - 20,4 -1,1
1960 Shg i PR P +21143 13.1

of 1.1 por eamt por aunuam and this contizded Por the next toe decudles

alsn, and the nusbocs renched a miulamun for thils dosnward trend in
1%14. In 1951, ti- ceurus total for indonesimis was omly 7,961. ©On

thes averuge, the number of .nlonesluns decreased by sbout 10 per ecent
every decade between 1921 and 1951.

But after 16%1, the pattern changes radigally, as in the
case of the Chinece. The main factors resyonnible for this upward
drift after 19%) were tie $wo other major astreans via nhich
indonegia: flocues dnto Jaiawine Thy firot of tues: latter tno
8treime, Or router to be more uccurate, 4o the lund troffic acroas
the border il “aliaston, uO@OnLly t sre exicts the nea trade
rcute bet een the ecpot conut Loardts of Jatan, Lallmuntan and Celebes,
Throu h these ehannela garno groure of voluntary mi rante in zecarch
of teyourvsy wcty, partie.isrly betsean 1951 and 1900 when the boom
in the timber Industry Lrought #4th 4t dincreased ojp;urtunitiss for
ov loywert for logs vo. dhe development of the east coaut of Snbah
vurt Lo attributed t: tis Inicnenians asd other immiprint ladour
«ho grevided tre lalour dn this regilom which lac s & ressrvoir of
native latuur, ‘

Cther than the indonesians, toe nﬂtivoﬁ of Surawak and
brun=i, “elays, luidlans, -Lili,pinos and citer #inority groups are
wlso clussiiied gensrally a: Uthers. iivst af these minority groujpa
have rocorded eudbstantisl ircreases except the Maiuys whore nusbers
Gecline: from 6,%0% in 1911 to 1,64% in 1765, The Fkilippinos should
be noted for their gre«t increase betreen 1951 and 190, 7?91,.3% per
cent. Their numbe:s exyanded from 1,910 im 1351 to 7,47% 1a 156C,

Fut it ¢csn be expectel th:t moat of these alll return to tiedir awn
courtry when the; have earned erough., The Indiuns, and othur minority
grouys, urlike the landonesians and vhilippinos, are more pernanently



nettled grouis of some imjuertance in the ecchowy.

114) The lndigenous :cjpuiation:

The pattern of toe Insiiecoun ropil:tisn gro«Lh 4a
rerarkably different Trow hat of the other compunitice. +~hile
ell the other comsunities nave Lad vigorous gro~th or incrnases,
the Indigenen are steadily becoming numsarically a less inportant
eomponent cf the populaticn of tahmnh, This i® due to the saall
and sedate percentage increase in numbers shich nus vcourred
avong the natives, es v rifiable in the follow.ng etutement:

fer Cent Chnnge in humbera & the Hain
| Communities |
19311951 1951-1960
Indi genous +18. 4 +26.1
Chineee +b8 .6 +40,6
Cthere «27.9 +166.9

The totusl number of natives has hardly doudled since
1911. In the cersus of 1911, 172,584 natives were enumerated
while during the i9R0 census 306,49f were enum ;ated. The
proportion of the natives to the totsl population of sabah has
deciined from 51.4 per cent to 67.4 per cent, & rather substantial
decrease!

TRBLE 1.6

FER Ciiwl Guooul GF THL NATIVEL MUEULOLIGHS 1911-1960

ERERNERN I~8!'.-.‘Iﬁ8"SBK&I"DEQIG ﬂu.-ﬂ‘.ﬂﬂﬁ!“lﬂmﬂ!"l.ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ"“"---lﬂ.

: Fer Cent of ier Cont Annual
Cerzue - Fopulatioe Tot 1 Fopula= lneraQae " Ronte of
‘ tion o ' . Jrowth
1911 172,584 El.b | - -
1921 203,041 ?77.6 17.7 2.7
1931 20%,21°¢ 75.7 1.1 . Ded
1951 243,009 727 18. 4 ; 1.4




tefor: we delve furth-r iutc the evaluation of the fijgures provented
in the shove trhle, it €= neceus vy to arndlder and remedy certnain
shept-comings gPeunsnt in the Ciguras. Certsin adjusteenta must be
made tc the actus) figires of the total Indigenous repulntion so ae
to ohtnin & mor> realistiec yfoture 2 the grooih of the netives.

In reality tx+ adjuztments are J209:0.T).
a Srder Lo 1997, ¢he agatives 1 lLatuan were got ircluided in

Nneth Sornen which me s that tos native pepulation figures for 1921
and 16675 ars act coromiadie aith eoriler Figuras. fie mdjuatnent wu
e simple procass hera, 2 oo eithes aabrenald the netives tigures
for Labuna for 1751 mud 1060, or convorasly wu cun neke adjusteoents
on the earlivr figures. Jince the latter procedure seems mOre
reasonable, we ~hall ado -t that., In 1471, (/7% of the population

of Labuan sere Indigenes. e can tisrefore, sithout feur of
incurring toc grest an error, assume this was the caae wrior to
1951,

s Secondly, prior te 1931, all Sulus aund Bajaus were regarded
ar natives without any diff rentistion between the locul bern and

the foreign horn. “hen such a differentiation was aade in the cen:us
of 1921, enly 2/3s8 of the total nusmber of wulus enuscrated were
really Indigenous in the true sense. If we essune this was the cese
befor: 1931 and make ths proper adjustments, tiec final adjuated
£{.ures would come out as presented in the statesent below:

Cencus _of1 Numbe-a (idjusted) ler Cent lucrease
i — I {Adjusted,
911 174,770 -
1921 20k, 333 16.9
1931 210,0%7 ‘ 2.6
1951 243,009 13.7
1960 306,498 26.1

The importent point to note im the above adjustments is the
difference in the per cvat imcrease ccmputed values. In table 1.6,
growth between 1911 and 1921 is noted an 17.7 per cent while the
adjusted figure above is omly 16.9 per eent. The difference does
not seem large but it still ie there, The increase in the sext
intercensal period, as computed per cencus figures (unadjusted), ie
1.1 per cent whereas in actual fact it sas probably near 2.6 per
cent ss indicated by the adjusted figures. Thirdly the expamaien
of the population between 1931 and 1951 is seen to be 18,4 par cent
in the table. But after adjustment, the increase is found to be
pot =0 large, in fact it was only 15,7 per ceut, The diserepancy
here between the unadjusted and adjusted valuen is greater., If we
sesume t.iit the adjusted figures are mors scecur:te, theu the natives
have been incremsing more prapidly than appeared to be the situation



originally which mems tn ¢t the r te ¢f weonth of the natives
Let #een 1951 and 1960, trat is 'o7 per @snt 2r anuoum, {1+ wugh
pove siontificant. ihe rotes of gro<th for the #srlier intevrcenasl
periods would definitely be s bit 1o ey tiun secnx to ba the case.

Auving; ncteo the broad trepd of grosth of the natives,
“® cAn Row sune.ier thy grootha of the main tribes <f which there
pre tnree, thai i: tue Jucunm, the furuts and the ta aus, The
lorgent ACc @Waet Mo artant grouy wie the Vusuna shose pattern of
groawth 4p outlisins belowt

Gon us Tear Kuibers Pe: Ceot iporesayd
1911 TV LY -
1971 104,65 16.7
1951 110,483 5.k
1951 117,867 6.7
1960 14%,229 22

The period of grestest exzpansion falls batween 1951 and 1960.
Netween 1931 and 1951, the increase ia numbsra was only 7,384, over
a gpan of 20 years. ihis contraats sharply e#ith tie increase of
#74,3€2 between 1951 and 1960 or over a span of 9 years only!

The next importsnt group are the Furuts whoe- nuabers
sctually declimed froam 50,355 im 1971 to 13,726 4in 1951. Though
depopuiution of the Muruts seems to have sto,ped nox, no really
valid ressons have been found other than surmises. It has been
sugge ted thnt the decline was & rerult of les fertility rstes
asougst them. 1t has also beon sugge=zted that the Nuruts have been
killed off vy dimeases to which they bhad mot developed any resistance
and which they might have sontracted when they came in contact w»ith

other races,. ~hatever the reason may be, the fear of the Nurute
becoming ext}nee can be dropred now, Between the last two cencuses,
Muruts have show aigns of rccovery &g their nuadb-: s increasnd hy
15.2% per cent to stand at 2,138 in 1960.

The Bajaus at present form the sesond biggest single
pative group in sabah., Thelir growth sinee the sarliest cencuses
hus been consistly one of the highest emony the nalive grours:

1. Lee Yom Vleng, op. oit. page 49,



Census Year humhars Yeor Cant Ingresse

1911 &, pak -
191 33,070 6, .
1931 3,09y 3.1
1951 TR R 1,>
1960 S5, L0 4.5

1a 19il, the Zsjaum formed omly L/7 of the to al nutive pop: lation.
in 1960, however, thoir aive had increaned te fora wouad 1/% of
the tetal nuaber of lidigrnins., petwesn 1971 snd 1871, the Bajauo
inereas=d by 3.1 per cant only. Tals small Liccesss was due Lo the
foet that im the yasr 19%1, the cencus officlels decided to
differentiste between loeal born Ha)sus and forelign hora Dajaus.
This hus resulted in a more accurate cuunt of the Dajmus in 1951
and 1960, and further has nade the later inereasses more significant,

A1)l the other mative groups together form, at present,
ebout ¢ of the total Indigencus population (eengus of 1960), whereas
in 1921, they proportioned only 17.2 per eent or th- total Imndigenes.
Their grestent growth occurred, not between 1951 and 1960, but
hetween 19%1 ang 19%1 when the percentage increare was 70.%,

113 Distribution of the Jopulation:

!
:
E

i) By Vistricts

The totul population of Sabah distributed by districts,
during various cenguas years, dating fros 1911, is sho-n in table
l1.7. 7The various districts of Smnbuh fall into > natural groups,
fir«tly the est Comust diatricts, seconcly the Last Coust dietricts
and finally the Interior districts. TLe west coast districts
compr:ve Xudast, rota Belud, Tuaran, Jesselton (Town and Rural),
Feyar, Kusla Yenyu, Labuan and Beaufort. About 50 per ceut of the
population was enumerun‘ed in the e districtas in 196C. This
relatively lurge numb:.r can be attributec to tiie west coart region
being & vwell develojed one with & lot of rice and rubber cultivation,
and well connected up by roads and railwaye, The rime of Jesaselton
after the second world war, both az the seat of the Uovernment and
as the centre of commercial activity in Sabah, has rlayed a
significant rcle in fixing a large yproj-rtion of the total pojulaticn
in the west coast belt.

The east coust belt, somprising more than half the total

area of sabah, 45 nainly Jjungle. This reglon eontadns the districte
of Tawau, sandakan (Town and Kural), Lshad Datu, Semporna, hilrabatangan

- 1b «




and Labuk, Large parts of {t are uainhabited, Coanuniecations
are very poor. Most of the populstion (about 1/3 of the total)
{8 to be found along the ccasta)l areas and river valleys,
Compereinl metivity centre: round the maim industry, that is
timber.

The interior belt, that is to eay, Rapau, Tambunan,
Keningau, Tenom, and Sipitany districts contain lees than /6
of the population of sabah, In terms of 5ime, the interior
districta form around ¢ of the total area of North Berneo. Thia
varies marredly from west coast belt which, =2e st ted sbove,
gont~ins about %0- of the pepulation even though its aree is
about ejual to area of the interior beit, The ponition of the
intorior belt ie relstively similar to that of the weet coamt belt
which contaeinas about 1/3 of the pepulation of Sabakh im an area
gavering more than half the size of North Horneo.

However the actual population sises of the various
d*stricts cannot bBe eompar~i »ith one ancther imdividually. This
i» mainly becnuse the physical alzes of the distrists vary to s
great extent. Conclusions us to where greatest eoncentrations of
popul ations ocecur ean made by looking at the denaity distribution
of the pojulstion (1960), as presented in the statemeant below:

vistriet iersons per f Mistrigts rersons rer
scuare Kile a Sguare Hile

Je .selton (Town & Rural). 168 ; reningau 193
~whuun 1. ; Tawau 13
aiunla Fenyu 83 ~ Tasbunan 13
‘usran 78 . menau | 11
Sandaran (.Josn & kKural) 52 Lahad Latu 7
“ots Belud 51 . Labuk 6
Fapar 50 i sipitang S
Sexjorne 37 | Kinadbataugan .2
Leaufort ' 33 - Yenaiangan 2
‘udat 2 i , —
Tenow 22 . North lborreo 16




TABL: 167

DISTRIBUL ION OF 'THa TU L PUUDLATION BY DISTRICTS: 1911-1960
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Meatrict 1911 1921 100 1951 1960
Tawau 3,857 8,823 10,536 18,610 35,290
g::;:rﬁ:“ §o11,873 112,676 | 16,289 J22.865 g:g;;
Einabatangan B,073 10,756 10,513 5400 10,823
Sandakan Town L8865 11,828 13,723 14,499 28,808
Seadakan Rural bB85 6,450 9,555 12,121 156,490
Labuk ' 18,602 14,151 14,188 16,943 18,224
Kudat 2h,612 29,626 29,555 k1,112 51,1%
Feta Belud 15,1%2 17,782 21,089  21,37% 27,814
Tuearaa 23,067 20,553 18,89% 25,984 31,766
Jesselton lown 2,636 3,864 he59h 11,704 21,719
Jesselton Fural 8,470 8,433 17,626 25,807 28,7%2
Fapar 10,934 25,188 17,791 21,3%2 28,120
Beaufort 11,257 13,026 12,702 15,953 25,08
Kuala Penyu 6,381 9,048 9.85% 10,767 6,129
Sipituang &,966 3,473 9y 508 5,822 8,168
Tenon 7.292 7.,0%% 8,970 12,973 13,147
Fensiangan ¢ 11,477 9,252 6,018 by7069
Feningau 11,677 11,337 9,230 8,156 14,649
Labuan . 5,908 7,507 8,734 14,90%4
North Borneo 208,183 263,232 277,476 334,141 ASh L21

* 1

Not clmsaified,



The greatest densitieas osocur in Jesselion, Labuaa, ruala Feayu and
Tuaran, all of shich are very anall in aren mnd beleag to the west
coagst belt of districta, This therefore eonfims our esarlier cone
clusion th:t the greateast songeatrationa 5¢ populntion oasur in the
weolledeveloped west coast.

“he larmeat distriecta, by phymien! size, that is Tawau,
Lahmd Datu, rinabatsngan, ..aguk, Audat, {ansu, sipitang and
Pensiangan, all of shich are over 1,500 square miles i- area, have
less thon tue aversge deasity of porul:.ion for the vhole 2?7 Sabah
or loas than 16 porsons per aquaryd a;ia. iuese districts foru the
meisr portion of the cowt adaat =l toterior nelis, Tuls shows
that a greater purt of Supla Burneo o vary ecantily populated. ‘e
Bave alrendy noted ‘he rmasoni iur taic dasparity in ‘ne coucentea~
tiona of poyulation in the varloes dlotricts saad Lhe » canr ba chiefly
attributed Lo tue guograyuical divasion of tie csuniry and secondly
e extent of dovolopnent of Ll worlous districtas,

11)

In eocinidering the distribution of the totul populxaiion by main
gomuunitios and districte, it ies only uecessmry to show which
districts :ro doninsted by whick couwunal grou:s =rd Low is this
relatsd to the economic cunditions in that pnrtieuls-r distriet,.

It cannot be denied thiut the natives are to b%e fouud iv all districts
of Sukab but thelir degre¢ 3f conceantration varies bstwsan the varicus
@intricts., One outstanding featurc in the above table is tant while
the Chines¢ and the Lther communitiss seem to concantrate more in

the urban districtso, tLe zatives shou three dogress of sonceutration.
Very Uigk oconcentrations of the nstives are {uuna ln tue dietricts

of Fudat, fcta Bslud, Tuaran, Jeizsclton upal and rawvur all of which
hel nutive populetion of over 20,000 perasons iu 1,00 It is to de
noted t'i=t all thess districis are part of the wesli coast region
slilch as we Lave geen bdefore ius Lus wore develo.si sesction uf sabah.
Furtler, pepulation density iu eacu ol tueaw 4L5trL$ v is niguey

ti.an the average density for Satzihe 1t amuat al o s oted that the
@ize of theass dlatricle asre siall ia relutdicn 1o the slae of many

of the Iuterior ani “ast coast diastricte (ues ma. ) exsept for iudat,

neithesr high nor low coagsatr:ilons .o uu uxtive pecples
are to ve fouad ln Sesporan, Loy Ranad, Sesdlori,y Tenng neninagau
Rud Temounsa whieh alli coasala bLatween 10,000 to 20,000 natives each.
Recuornt developroents in the eccacuic fieid has Lwun Lue 3ource of
sttraction to the nntives to settle dusn 01 a morxe jermaneat basis
in Beaufori, Tenoa snd Keninguu <hile the logglay lnlustry, and
thoreby eaployment, ia the cther distrists has Laéu tue chief
incentive for iaward sovement.

All other districts, other than those nontioned above but
{ncluding the urban districtas, contain lesa than 10,000 Indigenes

- 17 =
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e1ch. The uardan distrlsts of Jas~=1%:n Town and Sandalzan Town
pirticulurly, eontrin less thn 3,000 natives each, uUn the other
hand, 2 larce nroportins of the Chinese nowulatior live in thesc
txo tovns, 3etwyasn them they contiin almost ¥ of the total Chinaese
sopulation in Sabah., This goes to show tial the “hiness orefer
urban surroundinrs whicli has eortain facilities deulod thoge living
in tha wurzl rerions, For example hetter education and health or
nedical facilitimam arse available in nrhar geantwea ax nl~p are
nreater onportunitiisa for amoloyment, It 42 H»™asihie to say that
taa tovna of Harth iornes wera made Hy i%e Chinesze, OUthor than
theas two nrban districts lar~e srouna of Thincs~ oxist in Tawau
Tudal, Taana, Lahad Jatu, Yuaran and desaforte ihe impetus of
sconamic ~rovth lies behind the large number of Chirnese in Tawau,

A wary higzih prosortion of the Uthers have alao settlsd here, that
i svar 15,000 narsong. e rosdn have bgen opexed, canital has
none 1o and sgholisay logsings ~3az«niﬁ“ and wiall neldinga hnve
rog*iﬂ&e* o oeoaper and exnand iy ﬁdd ¢gurﬁﬂt&rist;c

Tawan 13 the iacln of pLr ol native iabour
paey Indoneslai, - Looaur is not

‘ha& 41’
lackinsm,
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Dota an ige’ of amy kial! was first colleated ia North
Jorneo during the cenmau of 190le als laforaciion viey however,
slansifiaed in & orrlde sns,  (hm torel Cosnetion s0s Lobulated inte
aﬂalte and calldreny ?;at Lay hulo @0 ape=grounu oI Tover 1o yaara"

and “19 yeurs and undier”

Popuiatssp of Gortn oo pde Yy oy cosuiet 199
dxe Group ~uaber
16 yaces ond under Bh,100
uver 15 yeurs Ll 07
1 hges 108,527

Jash an o cegiaj li'isl atatenant alove o
; ;,;“i';‘ i"‘!L\._)RI' \!A nf‘!u» ‘vi’iﬁ :1‘:1 ‘}%,L i“ t.5s | }5.

SN+ ST | s
PR Al e

aTarmation othar
- dn the

[
o

3o Lthea untlil 1551, no -roper infoirnatisn r witerial en
8 WA aulisated. “hatevor daits Lhal wes ohtalues o0 used marely
to clas~isy the total po-ulation into adults nmnd cuildraun, Anothar
.efsat was, whatever dnta was collected, wus raniOru“ valueleass oualng
L bhe ooceduse eudployed to callavt 1¢, In ‘'artn orneo, prior to
Lha pengta of 1991, ~ f'Schedule ', whien wna A shar anod veraioa
of tre aam:lghe soheduls zae oulo: ;6 in certain distvictas Tala
sarldsed vooglon did Lol oo wlide oo iy yaeotion on xHQE (L was pre-
coast that gartalin dlatefets wore o sentotels 4111 tarate mad that the
Jen qu2aticons 1n *Schednla **' wufficed to »xtpact i:unformetien from
b geeple. netriled cowrnilation ef ige etatislicy sne only earried
1t darisc the es2neux of 1731 and therefore shulevur walyslis le
w.ode csn only be based wion tho f-hles on e slnT: oLiuw «{ ths last
Lo CRnGUusese

The totnl powulht¥aw Aé=rpimtad Yy oo ccoups In the
gisuy yeaes LITL and 1307, Lo shown in todle B.la +t i3 plain
setunl Alasteibution *udiar“ﬁw N youns poau‘st she  ihal ithe
sarnlotion is youny end growing 4s more avidout in cnc saga of tae
Jiguares for 1508 The per eont distribution firivex bear this oute
Tho conclusizsn we drew errlier ic mowe plain nowe In 1951, of the

votal, 57,5 per csnt of tre populncion were belor 15 yenrs of age,

-

ls Re,ort on the Census of sopulation, 130C, pase 25
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and in 1960 the eorresponding figure was 43.,% per eenmte Out of this
young groupy im 1951 almost 15 per sent wers belov 5 years of age
«hile ia 1900 the correspending figure was 13 per eeat. Ir a period
of nine years only, the number of persoms below 15 years had imeressed
by 1ll.2 per eent, The working group population, that is those
between 15 « ki years, however showed a slight decrease, froa b7.4

to 43,3 per cent. In gnnsiderirng these two age groups, w#hat ie
really sisznificant 48 that the youngezr group coveras an age range of
only 15 yeurs 1hily the second and older ajge-group covers an age
range of 30 yeurs. That the population has grown morc young is
strikingly brought to the fore, asinge the old vecple of age 60 and

_ over have not changed in size between tie iatervening period,

remaining at 3.7 per cent for both periods whlle those in %he 15=59
age~group have decreased by & -er cent.

T&gbg 2’1

Pui CONT DISTRIBULLION Uf POCULATION BY AGE: 1951 AND 1960

BEIARAPR LN LNV ARER R SN TR RIS IR RN S L USSR A SRR S BT R

?upﬁl&%ian ?sr v@ﬁt Change in Fer
Age CGroup — e — Cent
1651 1960 1951 = 1960 1981 - 1960
o= 48,966 81,423 157 17.9 +3.2
5 « 14 83,072 116, %06 2h.8 | 25.6 +8.0
15 - 5“ 158;“88 199g091 #?O“ : k’OB ‘3'6
~5 - 59 50;717 39.826 9.2 398 ‘0.‘

60 & Over 123898 1?’678 39 2.9 0

The imjortance of the young population in a rapidly
growing population san never bo underestimated, It would there-
fore be no digresalon if we studied the ycung ypeo;le in some det-il,
It is usually asauzed or takea for granted that the norzal dise
tribution of a growing pojulation will show & somparatively large
nuabar of very young calidren. But the 1960 census ehowed n some~-
7ha® peculiar distribution:

.’, AL BTS O

iges 0 1 2 | der 5 5- f
Tumberss 1&.93? 14,085 17,78% 17,791 16,861 81,#23 72,}1»0 153,763
detridu- ~

tion per 97 92 316 115 110 530 470 1000

1000



It in somevhat odd that the figures indiente tiat there were mere
ehildron of 2 years and above than in ths first twe ages. The
distribution per 100V populatiomn under 10 yers illuminates this
peeuliar pattern. Does this imply that the nuaber of children 4
decreasing or that there has besn some errer in the angwers ebtagaed
during cencus takiang? This can ouly be clarified by looking at
eimilar figures for i951:

: Total Total
hge 0 1 2 3 b Under 5 5-9 Under 10

cumbers 10,004 8,19h 10,816 10,648 10,614 48,9CC 43,001 92,047

P'i:ill“ 110 8 113 116 10 532 468 1000

Sut once again the same curious pattern occcurs. It ia therefore

obvious that the fipures must have a certairn degres of inaccurasy.

This is net surprising since age-reporting, especialiy in underdeveleped
oountries was never nnted for its ascurascy, ¢ kaow well enough that
the nusber of chilires has inureamed between the two cencus periods
finepite of the trend indionted in the preceding statemonts, ‘hat the
error ie and how it originated will be discuseed in full at the close

of this chapter.

It aight be thought that the eurious pattern amseng the
younger aged population ezists eanly for the «hole of liorth Borneo in
general. However, it is found repeated when individual tigurd® for
the various comsunities are reviewed, There is a slight variacion
ameng the different coammunities but breically, the oddity exista:

TABLE 242

DISTRLIOTICN OF POCUL'VICN B210. 20 Xi K3 of aas & GO U ITYS
1951-19%40 (PR 1000 PO:UL TIUN)

28 E 3 2 3 0 % ¥ -7 LABOANBBRAVALBIBEIATABNABERN I ABFABVER S 23S PRI L EES B3 2.2 F 2 -1 3 B8y £ 3

“ge Dagun Hurut Bajau Chinese
(Years) 1031 19A0 1951 1960 1951 1900 1951 1900

o 120 109 108 101 98 90 9% 80

1 96 102 7% 108 3 8 76

2 108 119 100 132 107 120 126 106

3 107 1& 18 13 10 18 133 110
T,ttl o 203 303 301 107 116 32h Rk
toger s 525 Sk 503 572 509 531 533 AB2
59 475 453 97 k28 k9l K6y W7 518

Total i aman e N
gokar o 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 10CO 1030 1000



No better comments than that given in the Censas Repert of 1960
with respect to the above figures can be made: "It might be
thought that overy comtunity was on the dedline begause there are
fewer ohildrsn in the younge:t ages, but Jjust ss this ie unlikely
to be happening in tha oasze of the shole populatiom, @0 it FY
equally unlikely in any particular community. Indesd the Muruts,
we know, were decresnsing earlier but are now inereasing again and
yet sany fewer children were declared in 1760 to be less than 12
monthe and one year old than two and three ye-ras; thls is goed
evideuce that the peculiar pattern is caused not by & decline in
the number of children but by zome other reason, The other reason
- {s most certninly incorrect age-reyporting. The small number of
childrasn aged one is particularly noticeable. It mizht be expected
{u the Chinese community because of the Chinsse system of reckoning
age, but it is surprising in the Indigenous comsunities who have,
naturslly, no gystem of their own besed on Chinese Yew Yoar aven
though many of them are aware of the Chinese systea and their
thought is perhape influenced by it.", A further comsent can be
added, Thie peculiarity was oore a&viaas in 1960 for the Indigencus
communities than {t was in 1951 wshile it was very diastinot for the
Z“hinese in both ye=rs!

1)

It is natural that we should now look into the age-
digtribution of the whole population of Sabah by its various
gomrunities. It will be noticed that a great deal of variation
among the communities for the two censas periods exists for certain
age-groupe only. Yhat those age-grou.s are cin be asen in table 2.3.
Onee again the immediate obsorvation to be nade is the great increase
in the number of children for most of the comaunities concerned, In
the O = b age group, particularly the luruts (vhils having the lowest
actual number of children) have doubled their numbors in the nine
year intercensal pericd, Their distribution per 1000 Murut population
had inoreased from 87 per 1000 in 1351 to 160 pe. 1000 in 1960, e
saw earlier that the Hurut population had been on the decline. That
it has started on the upward trend is clearly verifiable ia the
d{ fference between the figures fcr the uruts for the two census
years of 19%L and 1960, Inepite of the increase in tho Hurut
population, indicating more children, the population balow 15 years
in 1960 only umounted to /% of the total number of luruts. In the case
of the other natives and also the Chinese, the proportion was over
2/5 in every case. If we look at actual values, the nuamber of Murut
children in 1960 was far outnusmbered by the number of children of any
one of the other native groups. In 1960, Kuruts below 15 years

le RQ‘}’.‘O“Q O e clite. nage 58‘




£ nusbored about 7,700 shereas, for exaaple the Bajau ehildren

ﬂknunharaé over 27,000 while the Chinese children nemvered about
45,0004

The next outstanding observation taat can ve aade froa
' tue table i3 the unuswal age~distribution of tue il “ilers
. gomuunitys, Out this wnususl {s6c agrees wita aa e.slier finding.
@ hLave notesd before thai their total nusbers .l vocalated grestly
betvaen the tso years, The gresiest incre.@e w¥e¢ nu. n.te is in the
vorkine nge of 194k yours, The numbers &s tide grouy rove fro: a
rore 8,745 4n 1951 to 24,527 in 19001 And sscourdligly the permillage
Las riner from S21 te 466 er lUw. Ve gre:ter purt of the nes-
¢omars in this grour were lndouesisum mad . Lilipilice vho LavVe coxe
ova:s to earn g livirnes in the estates aund logaiily Sual 3y particulurly
in aamt Sabah., It is unnecensary to state thal suca Lunigronts
seldam Lf ever bring their femilies down with theu and atill less
their other relationss Thim then secounts for their great nusbers
{1 this age group, and also the unusually esmall proporilion of old
peo-lse Only 29 por 1000 were ovsr 60 vears of age iu 1750,

The final remarkable foiture in the tnble i3 the distribaue
tion of the Chinese populations. XIn 1951, the Chino e below 15 ye rs
of uge wore adbout equal in size to thoge vhe fell intc the L5=bh
nge geoup, the differsuce beliug about 1 per eent {this ¢~n be dia-
regurded because of tne differencs in the age ranpel. 4 very small
nusber of very young ehildren were reported im 1931, ounly 152 per
100C Chiness population in the O=b age jroup, stile the =15 age
group figure was 261 per 1C00, In 1960, correspondiig figures were
165 and 30k per 1000, 1iie second figure (that is 3C4 yer 1000) is
out of sgreement with the mormal patiera expecled, asuuring that the
1351 ficure for tke O=k age group was correct,. iiere ic obvioualy
n clear indiocation of bad ageereporting asony the -liucse children.
This distorts the whole picture of tlie Chineuss population.

In gonclumion, the trend indicated by tie inblo is tow:rds
qore ehildren and a smaller nroscrtioan in the oriic, pogulation.
3y 1970, tids radical change should Le wWore VIVious. 1979 also,
ths pattera of pepulation distribution would hLavy Junlurzed the
.sroblanms of education and employment and tuda 2u duoinslos to have
srent impact wupon the economlo volicies ol the govoranaate

le It is rot possible that the nuaber of dirtlis between 1951 and
1956 (these would also fall ints &the 5-14 a2sea in 1300) eould
have been 86 large that it influenced the siuv ol ths 5«1k 3ge-
group of the 1960 ceneus, The Report dous nol assead tae extent
nf ervor sesuitlayg from the Chineze method of reckc.ing uge,

“w 2b -
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mile the gro . acjopity of the activea Live in rural
ro-iois, the fes thel Live ln urban conures 15 aot juatlfy an
analysis of theus by such divisiom sl.usa sach an aanalyais eould have
no meanimg and the coacluslons dri.a lght ba sisloallng. But in
the casc of Lia “hlnssc 4L are wsry or less dlatributad avenly be-
tween urbso aand Furul sres, ou.e L.ioreatlug reaults con bs glegned
from sn analysis shoslng the dlstriuuti.n by g0 groujst

R -
aih Ay 2;‘!’

(SR
IO Tty
it x,»d

R T L T T TR 2L L AR S L L R IR Nl el Al Rt Rt LaRsEnts-Jgennas

PIOTIGOUTRGH
GRS S

Peruillspe
droups Leban : Burel N, Bormed
. 0.4 162 167 164
;j 5 « 14 291 315 303
g 15 = 29 237 201 219
: 3) - hb 164 1%§ 153
. 45 - 99 100 112 106
. 00 & Over 6 5 53
)1 Sgea 2000 1020 1000
Firu®t point to note ia the proportlouatoly groutar anosuat of sorking
- Chinese in urban areas and svaversely scaller nuuowr of childiren and
E‘ @i peoples Children uader 15 in urban areas wsount to 453 per 1000
. in contrast to %432 pe. 1000 in the rusil arsuse lowever one expests
the sexwratio of an fumzigrunt grouy Lo be pour, 83 eciseily s¢ in the
interior of the country of imalgruthoue <his should rccult in there

being less nuamber of children of the iunlgrunts veln, born in rural
uroas of the new country. Juch would be tiu Guwe unlesc a numbar of
intermasrriage: Les tacen pluce aud sebticuont Lac ween poiag on for
poseticee Thiu was vbvicusly so in the case of Jabrdi wiure a nuciber

| of the Chinese who settled in rural areas xust have iutermarried.

. Honoe the greater anumber of Culneue ¢hlldren iu rural urvass <he
 larger preoportion of chine:e between 15 aud b yeurs in ilke urban
districts is, mot unnaturally, dus Lo the greates attraciion of urban
ceutres, with their bvetter employment op.ortunlities xund betiep
f.cilities. The younger Chinese tend to be quite mubllc and there is
usunily R drift from the rural te urban ventrese. Because of this, the
“ro-ortion of oclder Chinese in rural areas tends to become exaggernted.
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The question on ‘ge ~ .

R Banadl: ion tge is vary sssentia B
ropulations Answere to such will ﬁyf ;;gntial v Seary data ol
cnleulate and find out the szwfﬁ kis:" T e
\ , N ; g N of the populatio ;
rattern of guch growth g0 as to b ab*g'gfogklgzi?a'~‘n“h’
ne impaet of popula A8 eI DG AD ¢ predist to acae axtent
the peet of population iro th ujon tu N .
o ; : ) u Yh upon il aGONned) s “B Euﬂh' there=
fore, the eollectien of ascurate xge stitistics vedoue: ,
Lor = . rute age statistics vesoues of primary
imcortance, Put the dnts on ‘re-collected durlinyg LD ;
19%1 and 1960 iz No. bt Le=codle durlng the eensuses of
i and .  1a orth Bornao sher doubt as to their goapiete
“eeurasys The srrors tha® resultzd ware, in geuaral terns, en
ovoratstouon:‘or anderstatensnt dse to poor educitica, lask of
sroper records, and lastly, in tho case of the Culnaue thei
b s s i R N ) 4 ‘ ‘ y f ke ¥ :’ s ! o Al = ’ Gll‘
R e e oy
TRLARber Lhe) zug nor 49 Lhiey La7u Wiy #eabE OF &8 ledse ©
calzulatiag 1t and the-efore teud to giias thelr ageazasrits §r6vid~
.ug biased and inaccurste xissers. The older the poruiation the
greiter the errers The traditionel Jhinese system of reekoning age
@x;ally results in a persen being, ascoriiag to tie Uregorian
fgleaégr, a year or tio glder than ro or she really lsei Chaiese
chi}éﬁ*:faan never be belox the age of 1 year ngcording tethie
aystom, since it heeeﬁ;a a year old when it ie bornd 2§'§eag1iaato
m-ttersy it bveednes two years old on the firsi Chinese lew Xear,
:ft;r it 1l.§or:8 In N:::h Bornae} thefr%aulthif the i?inesc using
{hely own Galeader was t, very fow of tue Chinese children wore
ared O and 1 year old, The highest numbers resurded were in the 2
yonrs snd 3 years brasketts. In 1960, attempts to restify errora
in Shtnnsa ag; :ap;rzing by asking for the aniiial year of birth
proved a coaplete fallurd.

Since generally the youager po,ulation age reports were
bad, it might have been thought, why were nol tley ciacked sith the
fisures frem the recistratios of birtha. Chegkking could have been
done if there was scmplote aind accurate registration. But
regietretiocn {¢gell was far from being well developed. “here was
no complete eoverege. There s & groat Jeal of variatica between
the figares collected during the census and the figures obtained
trom vegistration, as cad be seen below:

TABLE 262
VARTATION BFTUETN CLiSUs DrTA AND ATKUE BEGISTRITIUN D.7A
' a.‘;»;;;.‘r‘tkli'sﬂw{“—‘x.ﬁntlx;‘ﬁutuﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ-ﬁ.ﬂ!‘

ﬂﬂﬁaunuulunncuu.’canun"us& ama SETRBRS

Year of Birth and ige = ALl Communities Indlgenous Chinese

n in 195 , 13,376 o £,136 172
o L IO - .
, 958 16,130 b X
Born e 17,789 12,707 3,645

3 iw o wm
1956 12,43 ’ i
Born 13 1956 26,861 11,517 k052

Age , ;
e 105 - 11,780 6,41 k370
Bors ia ;95.5 7 Y635 10,497




‘ntil and unless birth sv.istiwtion Lecowes mecur-tn and raliabla,

L - “" } e Y 3 oy - g = S . .
e® RO pur vse, not evin fur checkins other collected dnta,
Apother tyy : cnr W w I L ‘ . .
+f Lopkh lornec. izP$‘°f,°!r°P LMt wam found in the LynO ceneue
l~g§ t'nhi*~f e aire-reportii g, ®as s uan9.ve relornace for
:5- | 0‘ inating in Q‘and 5¢ he felloviney plinarr fion roves
the padnt beyond a doubt: " T
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 Age All Coumunitiss Frp—— " Crinese

19 ﬁ 74336 : 24252 1,716
20 : 12,986 | hylddh 1,921
B 2 1,670 1,336
24 1,200 1,%00
25 124355 L, 047 1,372
29 54737 2,063 1,072
30
! S

15,207 54542 1,57%
3,440 021 ... ..233

715 346
2,914 1,208
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1t seems that the oldsr the perscm, Lue grental ,:cfe;eneg for O
;' 6 ms the topminal 24713, Tt tg act susiricios Uhoo waw vies ia
cronter among the natives (411t noy e proalow
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The basic laci that leads Lo ersoly sl dasecuaravy da Age

duta is the unfasiliasity #ith the soxez;s 2of age 4 aunarators.
411 eawaezators aliould hav: 2 ainlnas leval of suusaiscn 3¢ t@at
they are able to gras; well, during in@%r tradaan ,*}b&itachn;gue

22 aeaertniaiﬂt age data asaurcialye ;33 are akss w?cyacgg'up
with any prodleus that afiﬁéﬁdﬁ?iﬂ”@t&?‘%?wm 20 - ﬁ frfa:ativa
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CHAPTSx LIX

Box and Marpitu]l status

¥

i1 Sex

N One of the acet isportint juweriiois in amy sensuas
??”?3‘15 or questiunairre is t o que tiin on sex. This .8 im ortuat,
snsieally begause it ensb.e: tie si.tistician tu livide the population
:ato the two sex groups and amilyes their imtsrerelsationshipe <ith
the aid of tre iamdivisunl fiiures for the males and fomiies in a
population, whether by gomzunity, type of agtivity oF amy cther
:lussification, eartain vilues oy. Lhe sex-ratio, eam be caiculated
ant sweh enleulated values ar. of lamrenss hel, im analysing the
population ageurately. FPor exsmple the sexeratioc yrovides the
%;gxa from shic: Lt eum be conclugel eha2thar an irstirant conrwaity
(th: retios deimy tuat fur tils coveunity) has settled im the new
country or is still in the prucess of sdaytin: itgelf to the nes
snvirenmente A svmparison of such sex-ritios [or seviral periods
enables ome to do this.

In Sabah, tae first tavies of tn- poiulation oy sex

~ _classifiostion werc rub.ishe. ufte the oesgus of 191, since tnen

t.e tevles have gro:a mory ‘sblhirticsted ans acre andy more comylexa
.nie cophistigation enab s oae to obt in a great:r amount of
informatica froa the last census classification of tus populstioa vy
sex ap: other detailue Tha growth of ths teo sexes since 190l for
the whole of cabah ie g.vea in table 3els A8 18 imsedinw ly evident
fron the t.ble, the aetual valuss of t.c populeriom hwe inereased by
about 4% times shile in gontrast the ferale sex has gro<n ts 5 tiove
its sise, in 1960, Ihe gr wth diff.rential ls not tio wiije apart.
‘he iAnerease of the nmale eex is about ejuivaleat tu the increasze of
vie tutal pepulation of $mbah since 1,31 which is rou-hly & times alsc.

TABL: e
. CHNT oISTRIBUTIUN OV Tis co UL DN OF Dk, A0 GRT MMy 17011260

CES S W %% g ﬁ“i-.ﬁ’u!i:@ PN S ARy TR ook WE S R R & L BL G EMBESE DR ntuax?lu TERT IY T2 B
Population by sex ier Cent by eX Fer Ceat Aapual
' Xate of urosth

‘on.us Yoar : ‘ -

Males Females Lalee Feonles Hales Fewa @8

9oL 59,936 Mol 373 T - 9
1321 118,577 964152 55¢2 VB o Ted od
lo21 143,825 119,827 5he3 PATEAE oo
1931 17,099 130,377 T3} e o3 i
1951 172,353 161,733 o1ed Wpes ke 3ok
1960 263,616 217,55 521 7o et
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121,07 2% abriemton ot o e gravtuge o e st
i - eaﬂg cex " t; rh iuce tne tahil s oof Hc ﬂ.r,t af
suge s, t iu within six éfevdem fh* rya;ortion of
uii#ﬂ and fmlﬁ' hi.s heen AnIProAnY ‘rantar o }ﬂﬂlit‘?c But tlre
{igures for tbe eariler consus datem are siightly nisleacing in
} :at the gap Detween the nuibar -f =»lps ond fas.le: =>uld nat
l..¥e been that great, 1t 1s v.r: likely ti 1t less wo@sn than =4n
srezented themselve: *e bHa enurirsta’, Tgd the sob-hlighad §send
f:é bheen and still .. Arading Lovwrds o nopis ;axwr +ise« The
A7) per gent of amies in (a2 toval posulaticn 4 ?%l nad reduced,
*wuawhat, to S1.6 per csat in 19%1 *he\‘ﬁ P LA 5. end tu §3,1
in 1960, The oppoaite sox, howavor crew iro.‘ *44 c? "‘f‘ﬁt ia 1701
{the astual value sn-uls r3ally i
+a3 not completely mccurate anc [t 3
= 48 per cent im 132, Ti: laat tueo Cﬁld%;u Yo
,;sr out whet hues boeon ool s¢ for, DaUil o fhe Anuts
£ 1951 « 1960, the proeth rete of the fnnkie; ;
cnern the rate for the Ge  a9vaver this
Lrig OR®e @ have artod tont TosTe WHS fv o
Tammles previously. HMops utourate caln nuw f o Ll computation
¢ A0F® AGCUTALE Faled. 4he ©nies werd LuCivilauy o 2w rate o
%.s por cent per au.uc iz contrast Lo whe Jef gy Sunt sev anaus for

'etg :a?grageé
«bove toble
e g}eri Y
been srorter
rugty {8 net a2
covarage of

e fomales in lQCO. nova thig een viont oo touod Lo towards
Crsnter male populorizil Lue Ll W Ul Al sve dauve cvatiuding so,

~i:108 we Knows tioamat tue vite hoa Louwa ltxli ed b s ecial
~speamsteaces,  The 3 ore LLo saall Sl vf Sivoadoilang ond
“Lildppinos iato Sabikb ;\,;ec 11J, ;tg 1500, wgs @ these immigrants
cra 17 the wOPilLp ngo-grouy nat arey iu the Melora T, uusede herefore
i idzration has Laflacastd tho dde e Toes “h ww cannol tare

i+ at its face valwe. Lt 1o uors leelf »skv, BV IR B atabi};ty

i1. Lhe present 5!,;“{"“ rote, Lus J3oacw RN B TRt U wand ;:‘;1}‘95

<1 nia the 1ext cou-je of deecndose Hhlio e la wun ere likely &

ithe female gurviv-l rito io grersed Li o oo pUoanlotaone

fﬂ
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The Chimese, tie main irmigrant sommunity ha
ehar;c}triatlt y@%%ern tosards beeeaing Hore &R air: :"P:§::§.:;z,
::tt ::b:uu;:aizy in Sabah., Thies trend is inherent in the faet that
e n ¥ iR each of the tu: sexes has moved towards greater parity,
leading $0 & more mormal sexe-ratio, 4 nornal sexeratio, semaning
§hG“% 6qual nuaer of males anid fesales, mcans a2 ssttled gomaunity.
in 1911, out of about 27,000 Chinese in the sountry, over 3/h were
of the eale sex, The erall aumber of femalee 70 .At that asonyg the
oirly Chinese immigrants, t.ere we.e sany wno ¢sM to make &oue
noney amd r-turn home. Uut as tise ,as8ed and deveiopment becu-e
nore the order of the day, more and more Chine:e nade Savah thelr
sernaneat home., And therefore a sore balaneced 2istribution of the
sexes has roaaltedk. In 1960, there were 43,953 females to 55,539
“hinese males shicll io a far ery from the 5,029 fenslos Lo 22,772
~hinese males im 13111 'hiie the nales have nmerely doubled in
nunbers, the fonale sex has more t'an quadrupled., From bveing 32
ver e2nt ef the totul Chinese 4in 1311, the mulos have drepped teo
velng only 53 per esat i{n 194U,

The thlrd group, the Others, e¢onsi:sting mainly of
inlonesians and Philippinos have remzined iszigrsnt ia character
evar to the pres-at day. There is ro positive svidinee yet that
tiey are setfling duen in Jauah in large aumvers, The males
propurtion hae remained arounid 65 per eeat of the total Uthers
po;ulation since 1911, ‘heir activity sesms t. bear out tha scone
ciusfon thit they willi resxin iozigrant in character for anothe:
decade or 30

TABLL 343

BEXeRATIC OF T~ MAIN SOMUUNITING: 1911-1960
(remriea por 1000 Hales)

ErTASSSERSVECARUIROBECBLBRABE UK SRBPLAME . S EIFLBE I B LRI AB BB LRBEED
' veAcue fear

ozaualty —ygrygny 1931 | 1051 1360
C.dicenews 998 1010 101% 1013 1005
hinese 221 367 565 795 td1
Lihers | 52k 531 677 640 541
#11l ComauNa 381 835 886 ; 938 9c0

| : 2 pusb rs ocetreen the 2exes shoul: not be attributed
- :éxzhzﬂi::::aiaat gore imsigrant Chinei¢ womwen in the sarlier
gcrieda. Intoressrriage, petwean tha Chinsse {o&gcgiglly the
Hakks who settled in grester numbers in rurdl districts) and the
tive women prebably pesulted in tha @ifepriﬁga ad@pting tha wgys
ﬂ;“h‘ father. It is more reirsonabie to oecnaider this t'e decli~
:n‘ fageor; for the reusalting parity ia the numsbers belween the

soxes amemy the Chinsse.
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j:i:g62‘:h:‘-“ Z’F‘“# ‘ﬁiﬂiﬁﬁvth: gaﬁher of ferales per 1000 wa ee
T a8 baen adepted here, wa. rather less thanm whit it was in
1951  This dealise in 1960 sesss c.unter t. the earlier wpvard
trende It was caly after 1231, thit the rutio ehich had bsen in

the 8008 broke through to becase 938 im 1951, #hat them was the
cause of the decline in 19607 This onlls for a serutiny of the
lﬁdivzdual‘oax-ratioa of the comsunities. Throu_heut th~ varioua
f‘i"‘““,’“';?’*‘ eex "%%3#7 of the pnatives has veen maint.ined at a

nih figure, siuce 1911, the Chiiese mex ratio has ahown tre enious
improvesent, inereasian. froz .21 femalen pr 1000 malos in 1%il1 to
901 femalss per 1000 males im 1960. The improvezsnt of the sex~
ratio of the shole of North surneo cun therefore be attributed to
the ilmprovement of the Chinese sex~ratioc, The sli Wt deareise of
tin patio for North Jernso betiseen 1951 and 1960 ie the dirsct
result of the sudden and unex;ected incresse in the awabar of
snionesian and Friliprino male lmbour betwesn the same perlod.

slile iaerease dJdegreassd th: rotio of the Uthsrs frosm 640 in 1951

to 581 in 1960. While tis sex ratio of the Chinese points to a
croup adapiing itself nore un! more to its new environsent, the
ratio of the Uthers indic-tee its inhereat imaigr.at nature, Aseune
ing that & greater part of thy new iami rants ssttle down in Sabah,
there im mo reason wihy thoe maxeratio should not become uormel within
tne next decade, thereuy aukin Lhe sexwratio of Jabah anproacrn the
aural feasters

Apalysing tho comrunity mex distridution and sexeratio
in grea'er detail, morc valuable conclusions cin be drawn. The
tables of values are given fron 1521 only since earlier figures
cive rise to some dcudts as to treir accursey.

The distribution of the Chinese by dialsctic groups and
sex since 1921 ia8 as f-1llows:

TAKLE R b

PaRt Cu¥U LIBURISUIICK OF CulIduoy LLALLLTIC GntUis Y SiX8

15211960

B J“:’zﬂlxﬂﬂlﬂum‘nw;;;;;n&aa'&w 3-8 ig}i‘ L] = 1951 1960

“roup o ﬁalouf Females Falza Fomalsa; Kanlrs Females Msles Feuales
e T na & * 3.7 4643 51,9 43,1
akk 6640 3%-’3 58'7 h,]:'j 53‘3 : : T ‘
S:at:nana 50:33 19.7 Zé*g ;;'i gZ'u, :i'i g::: 22'3
Horhie £9,% 30.2 e o Sl Db - ‘g'“
Qi: é:iars Sz:k 15,6 73,7 2643 60.1 35,9 55,0 4540
Towal | 3.2 26.8 6309 36,1 55.7 b3 3302 4.8
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‘he Hakka V .

ware tho‘c:::g::: §?’—‘*?‘2¢& §roup amoag the Chinese imaigrants
the nwsbers in tr z Raky Sabah their perssnent homa. Iy 1931
welle 3y 1951 1? 1O BeXes wers a.justlug to each other quite
the Bex ort: 1 the vatious :h;nasg iialeotie groups had had
'n Lne giecporticns made more e uitubie. At tuis point & table
@ ® Béxeratic would preve of more value and clarify the whole

tituations
TALE 3.5
SIXwRATIL SF VRL CHING o unoriag 13211960
(Females per 1000 Hales)
:

Wwdunquu;ggéggg;;sag&;;zﬁxﬁgaﬁﬁzgﬁixﬂﬁgaﬁiajz;ﬁgg
. ? Gencuz Year
Commanity  — . s ‘

o 1921 13 195t 1960
Hakika - 515 704 862 327
Cantonese 248 393 730 328
Hokkien b32 578 722 345
All Othere 185 364 €eh 318

« great majordty c¢f All Uther Chinese were males in 1921 showiag

tiat they were atill laryely very much unsettled. The Cantonese

dJere alee im & eimilar positiom. Only the Hakka seens’ to possesa
consluerable nusberes of feuules. Arousud /» of tie total lakxas were
fomales. And within 40 years t.eir sex~ratic nal iucrec<o  mush

1ore, to 927 females per 1000 males in 130). dsnarally speaking
however all of the Chinese sroups have shown phenomenal inprovenments

in their sexezatio., <This pruvides some proof t. the great adaptavility
that the Chinese have for new environsments, Ine Chinese today form

the eeonomie¢ bagkbone of Juovah.

The distribution of the natives ¢y sex and various :roupe
showg @ome variation in the figures., e have noted Lefore that the
native fam.les hawve normally ocutnumbered the malee, Thia sane
pattern exists within $he various uative cowwunities but in certain
groups it stande out amuch more Jdistinctly. oince the first population
enumeration begsn ia Sabah, the Lusun wowmen have always been larger
in numbers tham their menfolk. osiailar situations have prevailed
for both the Muruts (aftsr 1521) and the Eujaua.) It is odd that the
“uruts, sho watil 1951 had shown & downward t?eaa ar & decline in
nuabsrs should almo ahow A famalc‘aajority. This eontradiction can
e understocd if we realise thutr the sales shn proviie the food for
thelr family by hunting and fishlig, lead a more vigorous and N
Gsngerous life, and we would not wve far frow the trgth if‘yg assumne d
that mortality was greater avong the Burut malas. Aagge Fga;;tu of
the decline im total numbers, tie feiales atil]l outnunbered the 2alss,
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The ene gPoup which dves not senferm o Shis patt e

brtntlil o’ ety 28 ! , s pattern ameng the
gatttsaitnrgkg 9t§a:,;aétgvaoa- In 1960 the Bajaus alse resorded
a ﬂﬁjﬁ&i%$ Gf‘l§l§Q1f€hQ direct revarsal of what had beea the
nztaa;sen t1§u W) to ths sencus of 1951,

__ The sexwratioe, fenales psr 1000 males, of the natives
are sariedly difforeat frosm the semeraiiocs of all other coswunitiess
e high Dusun ratie verifies our originul conelusios that the
Qngunr-angafh;yp remalned in sajority sinee 1911 and evea eariier
possiblys Greater sortality among the sales in the older population
group "‘:ta'm cause of this and probably the main cause, The Murut
aex~patio shows an upserd trend till 1951 after waich it deelines
slightly, thoughk by normsal vonsiie ationa it ie etill very high,
1027 femalés per 1000 maless The Bajaus and Other Indigenes have
had small flactuatious, but there is nothing remarkable in this,

Iit ‘ A ; ) ‘ A S 1S

~ ¥he question of marital status distinguishes between four
states, Shat is, & peracn gaa be eithar single, married, widowed
or diverced. Ia North Bormeo, the total pepulatioa distributed by
“arital Status,detween 1931 asd 1960, was a2 follows in the table
velowts '

TABLE 363

P3L CeNT DioiKIBULIOK OF TULAL POPULATION BY <LX aNU MARITAL STATUSS

19311960

ﬁdﬂxﬂﬁ‘ﬂa‘ﬂ”'Sﬁﬁ"ﬂélatt1-*:-&"".#5;—251—‘43’-":35‘15‘:BS&&;ﬁ&i;’ﬂﬂﬂ“:ﬁ&‘&ﬁgﬂé’.‘...a
Haritel 1931 1951 - 1560

Status s Teun o8 Males 1M}Dm&1!ﬂ T Rales :7§qalea
;ingle 5849 49,5 57 okt hye2 599 32,6
Harried . 858.3 “7303 3844 40.7 3649 ; 3945
sidoved = 23 741 3.0 8.3 2.1 6.7
I'ivoresd 0.8 0.6 le2 1.6 7S | 1.2
Total mo | 100 100 | 100 100 100

193 ‘ ¢ ceat of the total population were aingle while
:;é::ilW ‘:::ggzgtp:crﬁ sarried, The rest were mainly widowed
persoas, This pattera has not changed mush sinee tnen nor is Shere
any inéisation Shat 1% will ehange. Only the proportion of widoved
and di!ﬁ?ood~ptrﬁena‘hns‘iacrwanod~b§8 enly alizhtly. Tkuro’waa
ala@.a‘qligﬁﬁfileriilbrin the prepertiom of singles in 1960»ev0r
1951, aa inereass of 2.5 per oent. This latter increase was due
m;iniy to the increase ia the auaber of ehildrean between the
intercensal peried of 19511360,

-}6"‘



xt .. ,'M“l‘ Barital status by the semes Ladividuall
ve nete immediately the difference in dintributien that exists for
tie sales sad femaies. The proportion of eingle sales has mot
deviated mmch frem uround 58 per cent of the total mumber of malos.
In the case of the females it has inoreased from over 49 per ¢ent
to almest 33 per seat. The proportion of married males has vemained
noar 38 psr cent while fer the fomales it has dropped from 43 per
cent 48 1931 to 395 per cent im 1960, It is d1fficult te explein
this deeline; Cemparatively, eure widswed and diverecd parsons are

~ to be found smong the female populaticn. Per example, tn 1960 enly
3¢2 por ¢ent of the males wers eitier divorsed sr widowed while the
percaentage for the female sex was aore than twice that for the melesd

~ ¥We meted 4in the paragreph precading ths one above thai
the marital status figures for 1900 were influenced Yy the inercase
in the aumber of childrea betwoen 19351 sand 1960, But if we conaider
the marital status of the populetion aged 10 years snd above, we
ghall nete @ sLamge in the patiern, The figures nsocosidered are only
for the ¢emgus years of 1951 and 1960:

PABLE 3.9

PER GANT DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AGL) 1C AHD CVak BY ZEX AND
WARITAL STATUS: 1951-1960

& :sc‘nf:sunntuuianntsu.nnuuﬁnaauaunnaasaeuu-aau:un g@aagmIsDaIRARRRE X

Marital 1351 é 1960
Status - 7 Wales | Females Walcas  Females

single B.3 2007 b0, 27.6
Married | 52,9 %63  53.2 60. 4
iddowed - ko1 0 11,2 3,2 10.2
Divoreed 17 22 L6 1.8

A gr 1 of difference between this table and the last one can
beszzzzdfgtéha proportion of single persors drcppd- to about ealy 35
p¢,7¢§ng 4n 1951 and evcn less in 1660, The propartioa of singles
males Gropped to 4O per cemt for both years shile it was around 2
p‘r'eén€~,¢r;thg~. ngle females. HMarried fpﬂgles wore groat:{ in
numbers, baing over FO per sest in 1360 in contrast to the males
'f;ggf.‘;r's; per cent. e greatest change has Qccsrrod ameng ;
seroentage of widowed and divorsed persons. Flgurec sere e Zonale
1951, as oan be meen in the table. Hidoved persons among t?’ t°‘1 8
so% ziﬁurld”h§ﬁ7il¥'f°” b°th yearss, suis high value, sspecially in

1951 ¢an, without doubt, be attributed to the Jecond Corld Yar.
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Sadah was otill sequperating from ¢ ories 4 wor
lO""*a?!itiJOQFIioriria‘;g53- | §. Pporishoss of the i
. As analyeis of the same populsatien in table 3.10 by the
various sommusities gives forth more detaiia about n;rgsul :gntns.

Aseag bota the male and fesale sexes, the Kuruts resorded loweat
per seat ef siagle porsens, 295 per eeant among the anles and ecaly
14 per oont aseng the females! 3uch low percentagesssea to BuEges:
that thg;t §en1d have beer sume srror in sarriage reportiag asong
the ﬁg;ata, sspocially ameng the fosale sex. 5ut sueh a cone usion

TABLE 3.10
PSR CZNT DISTRIBUTION OF “OPUL.TION AUSD 10 AND ABOVE BY

84X, COMMUNIUY AN MARITAL STATUS
1960

RS EE NN N RS Y SRS A R BA A BN RSN R NN RS RS NS R R R SRR

Marital Gtatus

Community T~ Siagie ﬁ:ﬂod : ifdwgd' ~ Divereed

Fales ?an&laa' ﬁals- Femeles Males Fomaleas ﬁalea‘ Females

lyeun | ’3.7 ’: 2303 | 60.6 6208 4,0 | 12,0 1.7

2.1
Hurut 249 15,0 71,8  73.7 2.4 10,8 0.0 1.5
Ha jau 35.9  25.6  59.5 62,1 340 9.6 16 2.7
Other Imdig. 39¢9  27.3 552 62,0 3.3 8.7 1.0 2.0
Chinese 49.1 8.3 #6849, 3.2 9.8 2.6 05
Others  A7.1  25.3  »3,3 66,5 2,0 6e2 16 2.0

caa N: ﬁlod out sinse among the Murute the proportioa of youag pecple

is the lowest comsi ering the various comuunities in Jabah, as we

noted in the last Chajter. Ther ie therefors nothing abnorwal in the

. . figure. Conversely the Muruts were reeorded as the moat
:::::::‘o::a:axiyfz: Sabah"73 por sent of the male sex and 74 per
cent of the fesale sex being sarried. But azong the fomale sex al-
208t 11 per cent of the Muruts were wiloweds, Only the per cent value
for the Dusen females topped this figure. Jens:rally, among the
natives population, the per cent velue for single males and females
vas below MO and belew 30 reapsctively while tihe garriad yarsog:
ausbered over 95 per cemt and over 60 per cent roqyea:ively."A e
Chines s a contrasting differense. Almost half‘tho Chinezi sa¢o:
were single and mors thaam 40 per cent of the females were in the sam

,38'..,
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bo - SBLE means that the proporties of merried Chinese males

and fesales 1o corvespondingly emaller. But this is net surprising
since the Chinese have a tendomey te marry rather late. The pattern
of the %hcn is aimilar to that of the Chinese. Finally, it ie
very signifiesnt that the female sex of ail the cossunities das
very high figures for the aumber of wiisws, as ¢aa be obaerved,
‘hese figures are tharoe iimes the sisilar figures for the malesl

The snus olbuation s2n be found %o exist in many ether communities

outside ‘Sabah and thersfore there is notiing odd ia this,




. Oenewe autheritios 1a Sadah first posed the on
literady ia 1921, 8ince them greater details -u;:s;:::‘t:a “
literacy have deen complled, eni the definiticn of the teram
literaoy has been mado more and sers refised. But it was enly ia
the lest Swo ¢oneussa ( the censuses of 195 and 1960) that almost
identical dofiniticns of the ecomcept of literacy were used se that
oaly the figuves of these cemouses are ocsparable. In Sabah the
conospl of ltercey is very auoch eomplicated by the nwmecous
éﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁitiiijﬁiit‘ﬂ?G‘§§~§Ojfeﬁaé theres To the actives, literacy
@2ay 2228 ERewiag hev (o read and write im their ewn langusge, or

in the case where Shey are belng ruled by a ecleonial pover, kanowing
how (o read and srite in tie language of thoir foreiga ruler (im
this ecase Inglish)y For the imeigrant ¢esmunities like the
Indeasaians, Uhiness stc., literacy may mean the ability te undere
atand and erite in their mother tonguee. Still for many others, it
sesns & enstery over Malays Ihe difficully im defining literacy is
there fors resslved into the question of whether literucy ingludes
only the offieial language of the souatry or does it inelude all
the luaguages. This probles hosever is quite saeily solved. By
adopting the definivion (ia the last twe censusee) of litaragy as
"Ability to read and write a letter” the prodlem vas done sway with.
Sut this definition 15 still net precise enough. It begs the Guestion.
Une oaa ask &f the dofinition, what type of letter docs it refer to,
or what 12 the loagth of the latter? Lverybedy kmows that there is
a world of differsnce detween a goverament or efficial letter or
bili, & business letter and a pereoaal letter, ¥Which did the consus
adopt? There was no answer to this, such questions should be looked
inte 43 the future before the frasing of a defiaitica,

| The developesnt of literasy has beea juite exeeptional
in Norih Bormeec ever sinecs the recording and tabulation of literaey
begas 4n 1921, litersey was tadbulated for the pepulation aged 10
years and aboves In 19?3. ont13f7t:a total “:ddla y;::- a:i over

| ;8¢ yeons) oaly 17,73% were couated as literate.

é;:: 2:ﬁ3:§§;~,§;.ga 7 per cent, that is leas thn‘lllc‘ef the
pepﬁlﬁ€i§i lua‘1$£¢rnto. But since then, literacy has been groweing
by ieaps azd bownds. In 1960, e total of 72,919 were counted as
literate or around 29 per deat of the pepulation agod 10 years and
above, The iacvease is unique for a eountry liks Sadah, and this
hes taken plage withia a peried of 39 years ealyl
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ST
por eea Thi ) ¢ tha more
only inervesssd Wy 16,2 per eent.

_ Gonsldering individually. the grewth of literacy
coununitios, ens is iomediately struok My the immense ntr&d:z that

Rave !;tg,tgkns<§7 all of them. The satives have recorded the
greatest insrease ia propertion, though n/t in muwbers. Ia 39 yeare,
the whole ladigencus community hae had its number of literates incressed
by SA3.7 per cent or in tereas of anmmal rate of growth, they have
recorded § per cont per amnua whish is a fantastically high figure.

g W
por Gent, their rate of growth beiag 4.0 per ceat per snsum, cooupy-
ing sn intereediate position beteven the matives and the Chinese.

© Though we have cutlined the progreas of literasy sinse ite
firet Sadelation, ia Peality the actual fiscroaes in the number of
literates enly took plase after 1951, ~s is obvious ia table &,
Farther the survey anthorities in Sabau Sabled ssmparable velues of
literasy ealy for the last two soneumes, co that we are foreed te
linit ouy &iaoussion fres thiz peint on ards to figurea whish are
related to 1991 and 1960,

' e have sees in Chapter o9 ‘hat the total pepulation of
Sabah increased by 36 per seat de'veen 1951 and 1960. The population
aged 10 years and above grew by 24 per gent, The nuaber of litarate
perscas, howsver, expanded hy 58 per cent botween the same perioed,

If ve taks the diaartbubion‘ot 1i8erac; per 1000 papulatien aged 10
and above, iz 1960 slmest 29 per coat of them wore literate while
nine yoars sarlier enly 1/8 were eoucted as literatet

R

1. %he growkk wate of tho ;yepulation sonputed is for the peried
19211960

- 843 =



Male . Female  Total  Pesale Total

et s
6 06 3y 235 "
106 193 hh . av 373
206 M55 175 3a

168 3s2 97 a8
1  :ms 9 23
166 273 7% 18
170 a8k 72 187
83

»

26

15 =29
30 - %
33 ‘*Q
83 « &9
30 - 5
3% % Over

ALl tgsg

166 287 182
a7 28y 163
125 A 126

EERERFEEE

¢ E2EIIFRRYS

60 160 2 132 283

‘he table abeors easily proves our sase that literacy has had
phgaaasaal growth in the short interceansal period betweea 1931 and
1960, The preportica of literate nsles above 9 yenrs of age rose
from % 4n 1951 to over ¥ in 1960, The female sex had higher in-
creass, frem 60 per 1000 to 132 par 100D.or a doudbling of the pro-
cortisn of literates, This preves deyoud dispute that literacy has
wd a fegter growth tham the aisme of the populatios. The praise for
sich peacvese ehevld, vitacut doudt, de givem to the education
aratom, '

14)

" fadiviéus)l flgures by age-groups provide further testisony
tc *he Pensarkedle growtk ef litsrasy. ¥Ye know that the popuiation
of Subak &8 a fast growiag one axd as suoh it is & young povulation,
reiatively mpearirge Further, as literaey is progreseing fagt, i3
would sch be wreag to exvect literacy sates (per 1000) %o be high fer
the yﬁsasnzﬁna% of the pepulstien, SJueh was exactly the situation ia
“vpah 4m 1960, The muader of literate persons ia the 10 =~ 1% ags
sroup peme fyem 106 pur 1000 te 28k per 1000 in the ahort veried e?

w 8% -



preve ﬁ-aﬁs%'a xssa WOm“’ X“Om
PRk v £ 4 i"fﬂ“ﬁ‘i‘
does net m out o0 well as in the ease of the younger pepulatien,

R ol Using the values in the table, thay will dip
ﬁmmmmmtmuﬁatm :
) groups whose literasy figures &4 not vary
A0l UGIUDER She v¥0 periods. #hile this pattern exists in conoral,
the patterns of the individua) sexes vary a let, The sales preseat
ammmmuesm; the ssmmrmzﬁarm
for the '35 and over' age greup to 249 per 1000 for the 15 - - 19 age
group (1960). The pattors was similar for 1951, It is Shese low
rates m}és !saah s2x thal resulted in ths low retes of literecy
for populatien (both male and female together) aged 95 und over!

$55, when the census was bedng taken, the poetusr situstion waa
sﬁu shoving ito after effects. Soheoling hed virtvally stepped
during the war daye and the dmn nmlt of this was that the
literasy sutes for the younge: sge-groups, mwhen soaputed, after
the cempus, tummed out to be lowe The sdusation systen was still
1n a state of undalance az wan the rFest of the eeaatry. Bes by 1960
some Segree of yrogross had boen attained,

‘ The &stridutien of literacy of the various commualtiea by
sex shows interesting voristionss=

| | TABLE h.&%
DISYREIBUTION CF LIT/2ACY BY COMNUNITY AND 3RX (Par 1000)t 1931-1960

uxiﬁti‘!ﬂﬁﬁiﬂiﬂﬁiﬁﬁsaﬁaaaﬂsaeaaaaasaaaaaaaad§suassaaa;asagcnnualnngaas

w" . Mta:' Foemaloe ~ wa | Femaloe
Mawat B a2 21
Bajas s 7 138 12
Otker xaum - aas 24 289 59
Chinese 948 23% 675 o7
A2 s%uﬁ 81 162 653 569 “




Variations among the female sex are much ater
b:tizfn\:h@,vhtaq;:brityg,nai&vnd~und en.'fzu.g:..iiizii:.‘i§i§”'°°°°
e the ny nong the Indigencus peeples, the least literete people
weurg the Bajaus withk figurea of 138 per 2000 and 12 per 10C0 for the
n qp,ind fb9g1Qavpcpcg%iVQly_iaul9£;.'Tfhiniu differeat from the
situation im 1960 1a that, at that time, the Muruts wore enumerated
nsogha moat illiterate group, with rates of 94 per 1000 and 2 per
1000 for the male and female sexes respectively. But by 1960 the
Murutq hed taken a great stride forward, Tho Dusuna, who are the
biggest aative group showed, rather sur;risiazly a casll insresss
anlyg{i!isvinai'lttoentOVOS\tEO‘a&tltt: were the Other Indigenes.

__'The proportion of literste persons asoar the Chinsse and
the Other somaunities fur outweighs that of the niﬁivcsq The literate
males 4n the forser cosmmanities doudled during the Lutsrcensal neriod
while the female literates ineremsed more than five times, But oae
hae to remsmber that migration ameng these groupe has effested their
figures very wueh and any conclusion that is m:=de must be toned down.
hnong the Chineese people, the women showed hotter nrigress than the
men. And for the first tima the nuvber of literates among the Chinese
aged 10 and above was mere than half the total ausbsr of Chinese in
Sabale (Bee table &4.1),

At this peint I would llke Lo 3dizress s vif and refer again
to teble %#¢3. e noted that the 15 - 19 sge groun had the highest
rrte of literacy im 166C., This value was trie for the males aw
f¢2ales 4individually, and rlse for voth sexeu Lcgather, Thias $s
rather waique asd calls for further iavestigation, However, the
lower raves for the 10 = 1l& age group dees mot zean that literacy
7¥ill deersase in thée futurss It serely indisatos tlat the proportion
2f ehildren, below 10 yeara of age, schoolins in 1951 wsas gquite a
large one. It could be possible that in 1960 there vas some slight
inagccuracy in ths reporting of literacy in the lowes® age-group shown
ir $he table. Yhatevwer tle reasen for this ctale of affairs, it would
e 8 mistake {f we did not consider @ more curoful amnalysis of the
cenditicns of literamcy witiin the 15 - 19 age group by the communities.
Thie might revesl whetler auy one comxurity's fipurs Bad influenced
thio sgewgroups figures. Iabtle 4.5 throws ligkt uron thie questien.
Thnis was\exactly the case ma is evideni ir the tatle. The Chinese
£1i;ures have surely influenced vie figure for this rarticular age-
sroups Slightly wore tuss hwlf the number cf liternter wore Chinese.
o€ thig lot more than haif as MmuoL ngrin were mules.v Arong the .
literate men, around helf were Chinese while asuay thy women 3,103 of
the 4,74( literate women wors Chinegss Clesrly the Chinese h!'#m
iniluscewd tha literscy rates of thip greup to o creat extert, ‘ﬁh?
race sf 806 per 1000 far sutranits the rates o!‘tha other sonannlties.
As literaey goes, for this greup she futvre wiil caly ?hat_&l?ﬁr{
siwilar patters, Udenerally, tvs table indicates that the male sox

iy more literate than the female znd the cduertion cf girls in Sabuh

ausﬁ




therefore had a long way to go eddll, Per exsaple ameng the
edoELLomT I3 out of every 1000 girla betwees 1S - 19 years
wore able So vead and writes And {a table 4.4, for the shole of
Sabah ar for all age groups, the properticn o¢f educated Bajan

de goed only for the Indigencus

___ The exteat of the distribution of literaey in Forth

Bornee was Satmlated acoording to three langusge greups, that s
"Other Languages", iate epecifie languages like Chimese or Dusun and
ne Sablee are givea, although it is cemmeonly kmown that, for exsaple
Chinese 42 widely spoken: 7Thias mesns that the preportion of Chinese
literate ia their mother toague is unknewn, This is a big shortecming
in the eemeus report Rables on literasy by langeagess

LITERACY RATES (Per 1000) IX THE 15 = 19 AGE GROUP BY W IN COMMUNITIES
AND 8KXs 1960

IBlC\lﬁ.‘."]lyU.ﬂﬁ.ﬂ:‘ﬂ.ﬂl.”ﬂ!ia'ﬂllhﬂ“ﬂfﬂﬁmﬁwunﬂﬂulﬁiI«llllﬂ..‘lﬂ.t.'.ﬂlﬂ
N . Neabers . *Dfstribatien Per 1000
e ty ~{ Tetal |, Male . Ferals ~ Total . HNale | Female

Dugwn . 2,08 1,85k 397 196 e
Hupm®é ’}g '333 5 245 & 68
it e AVPRE B + NI /S S+ S </ St
Other Indidg 1,988 o » o

Ceinese 8t %8 Wi sasy 8o ezg M
N1 Others 1,657 1,230 A M3 323 3

11 Commmmitics | 14,543 9,699 4746 373 hoh 29

* m«e« M*Mh partioular community and each sex were computed
as follows: ©g. Dusuns: ‘

Tetal (196) = 38

tale (311) = Zotal ldferste Male

Sleglarly for the fesnles, and for the varisus other comwunities.




maﬁs&‘: m a:h:;of 1iterate pam;; by the
here) is given in the following statement) | tus elven

TABLE 8u6 &)
BISTRIBUYION OF LITRACY BY LAMGUAGZS: 1951 AND 1960

U BNSREAUESHASCURERERIPNSSNE AN SOV Y ILTA B IS A NG ANSGE SPTRIVLIARALAS TS

'Othrf Langueges

q L ~ Chimese  Dusan  Others

198 7,207 13,95 20,620 912 2,090
1960 22,537 28,666  B4,8a1 1,362  b,493

NI

Teresss 1330 123 A e
1951 = 1960 (150330 12,733 14,181 0 2,803

Per Gent Increase - A3 80 - 69,/ 7 13

Though the Chinese lamguage is grouped together with nrome native,
other Asian and other foreign languages under 'Othar kLanguma’
group, it is speken by more persons than those who spenk Englisk or
dalay, the two official languages recognised in Sabah, Therefors
Chinn:n was ths Mmoot eemmon language of literacy 4n both 1951 and
1960, follewed Wy Melay and then aglish in that order, The most
M fagt An the table is that the Dusun languaze had only

1,562 1itevate in 4t in 1960, aad this is so inepite of the fast
t‘.:at the m form one of the biggest communitien in Smbg.h. Thore
osens to be moms ePver ia this figure because it is very probable
that there ase a number of Dusuns (sad may be othorz) who knew h;w
%o read and write Remanised Dusua bdut gho de net like to thtnk s; ve
themselves as literate ia that laaguage. This same argu gea %:nuul

slied ¢ other native languages tos, #6 that the astual pot
:‘g 11terates in the native languages is unknowa. The table a“ths
shous hat litesacy in English bad the biggest dsereaue betueen the
tvo cengus porieds in astual mumbers (15,350) as well as pereen s
W Goamoe ¥ ‘eent)e A botter pioturs of literscy distribution
Tane (mm sevided in the table below: fhis table yrovides the
Languaces L8 BreTded e oemson Language of iitoracy mas not Baglish
f’*"‘l  wat Chingge. For both cemsus yoars, the ﬂhi:gw:{e ieo:g; e
:L“m: pates of literacy (in the Chinease Law;ig u;i:;;&a oub

the “Other zug‘am g" groups The Chinese as a comuu , ‘

ﬁ *h:t ‘propertion of literates in the Zaglish Language. ?ggma

ghegt pw popule iion seom more conversant wiih reading an :an
t’j: m e thas any other language, The Othere community

w U7 =




TW AQ‘ 3)

DISTRIBUTION OF LITSRACY BY COMMUNITY & LAMGUAGE —
' LISRALT BT COMUUNITY & LANGCUAGE, 1951 AND )
" (Per 1000 Population) » 1951 AND 1960

53 @ BID LIS OB : o ‘ ‘ .
“vﬂlrljlaﬁﬂmrn-ausnuuaanaunau—xa‘aaadaaua:;s;‘s!naaﬂannhnnaﬂ““

e W 38 @ 2 16
harat 1 b7 1 5 93 &
Bajas 2 % a7 9 . 75 3
OLthEZ em . een | |

Indlge Y 19 37 152 20
chimese 85 b 380 173 18 508
Othevs 7L 199 0B = 1¥ 238 100
e, ¥ 8w w5 %

sect to understend and write Malay much more than the other languages.
“uriously, ameng the Chinese, literacy in Malay secus to have decreased
hetween 1951 snd 1960} There is no valid reason to be fouad for this
decrease, Another odd thing is that the propartion of literates in
Other Lasgusges amoag the Dusuns and Bajsus seems alsc to have droppedi

Though individual figurse tell differeat tales, generally
literacy seems te have made great advances in :dabah (mee tadles &2
and b.6a) 18 the nine year intercensal periocd of 1951 - 1960, even
after allowing for the complete collapse of formal edus.tiiea during
the Japaness Osoupation. Althoush all eommunities shared in this
inerease, it was more videspresd amoungst the Chineus than among the
natives, The aatives have yet to plage great value or as much v alue
on edusetica as do the Chinese, and this I believe has important
reperousaions on the progress of the comaunity councurned, Literaoy
in Euglich mads the most rapid advance, and doubtless the growth
of literacy in the urban regions was ®ush greater nnd iore rapid than
ia the rural areas.

No sensus results vould be somplete without the LabWIAIZOl,
igures oa religions The question oa religion cannot be rejecte
:i ii. gﬁ:u::thhngitttuaall serve no purpose snd that it would {nvolve

- 48 =



unnecesanry expenses, especially in underdeveloped eountri

Religion plays a vital rele ia the lives of hunan beings in sush
regions and aleo there oxists sose serrelation between the extont
of scencaie developmens of a ssuntry ead the progress of religies,

| - The three main slasssa of religion in llorts Jorneo
islan, Christiarity and Other Kelioas. g:dnrtno latter grou;r;all
Paganies as prectised by seme native communities, Buddhism, Confueian-
i?a,rfgpiga and etber Chinese treditional beliefs, Hinduisa ete.
<aere Wae ne separate tabulatiom uf the mumber of Buddhista and
follewers of treditional Chinese beliels which huve u very wide
rallﬁsiag_gnag;3th& Chinene. It will be showm later that a large
rusber of Chinese are ¢laseified as prectising Other Heligions, and
it would mot be erronecus to assume that the majority of thea are
Buddhigtas and therefors require ecparats tabulutious This is one eof
the defecta in the tables on Subahe The eeeond big cefect is that
no atteapt was aade to differentliute between ile two mujur Christian
zroupsy that is the Cathulisa and the Protestants. ¢hile one agrees
ai.th the Report (1960) taat a classification of Christisns by their
various seécts and churches would be quite sonfuaing and serve very
little purpose, it would be ussiul to reecognise between tae twe major
Christisn groups. 7The third defect in the tadlos ia, while religion
is classified by comsunity and sex, 20 other clazalfication vas
attompted ege tabulation of religion by iadustry zud status ets. Sueh
»lassification would lesad to some interesting conclusicns with respect
10 the oxteat of the mctive population and the status of employment
.ithin religious groups. It is boped that future censuszes will leok
luto this matter.

TABLE &a7

Jbk CANT DISTRIBUIION OF Tui L DUTuL Lo of Wllilud: 1321=1960

‘»‘*‘4:’.f!tﬂs:l‘sna:i.n:xtnnﬁii':ns—:ssassaar AR BEBRE A LT IES AL EITABEREIE EeMA G

ﬂ Nuabers f Sap Vent
~angus S »
loar - N ~ Other
Christian Islam nezigiua Christiny xglam heltgion
1321 6,980 81,886 158,935 2.7 51.8 655
1931 10,454 86,713 173,036 3.0 31.8 64.0
1951 29,092 115,126 189,923 o/ 3h.5 56.8
1960 754247 172,32k 206,850 . 1848 37.9 #5g5

rief 21 of the tnble given above gives the caoual obaerver
ihzzigi zgigzzli: @& Clear outgimﬁrasuion of the cgm?esitifn of the .
various religions groups in Sabahe This Ls not an c?tiro*y inzorreo
impreasion put there is a greatl denl more in zhﬁ«fiiﬁigﬂ than ‘ivon
vimible to the casual observer. But in the ranpe of 40 yesrs g
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in the talble, the scompositica of the religious greupe has ohange

e wae 1 tiea ie groups has ¢ 4
radicallys The Christian religien hae recorded the grestest increase
in meabers, from 6,980 in 1321 te ever 75,000 in 1960 or an insrease
of move than 10 times over the figure for 1921, I contraet the
figures for the Musliins merely doubled im the 40 years bdetween the
two cencus dates monticnmed. I8 is diffieult te ‘resuse frea the
figures what advanses ths Other Religiows greu;  iade but 483 gradual
increass in musbers suggeetu that the adherents of its varieus
compenents maat have beem leaviag 1te That this group as a wholse
hae been shrinking is sise sinee 1921 is preeluded in the faet that
it eongtricted frem deing almouts 2/3 of the totsl populatioa to
less tham ¥ 1a 1960s The aetual percentuge dsorease ves 20.

39 48 %o B8 neted that the proverilom of peovle whe profeass
to fellew the lalamie religien hardly ehasnged Letween 1021 and 1931,
“he slight increase detween 1951 and 1960 was, without doubt due to
the inflow of Indenesianas and Philippinea, who are moinly Musliss
(tho Philippines ceme from the southera ialands which ccse uader
sone Muslim walers), This stagnancy is the growth of the believers
of Islem is dus to their lask of astive meselytising, Islam is
asrely a loosely ewvganised faith, well establisbed mleng the ccastal
belts but hardly astive ia sither edusotional or sissiosary work,
n the other hand the Christies religien has grewn Ly lsupe and sounds
from 2 Bere X7 per gent in 1321 to alsost 17 pe. csnt of the total
popelatien 4ia 1’5. I8 is an emergetie aad vital educitivaal influenece,
nd the Ohristisa churease are videspread, well orjguilosd and very
-ative 4in theiyr missionary worke ?his mesounts fur tusir rapid growth
n8 widespread influence. :

‘ The kuﬁﬁm’ of ﬂn main semuunities by roli,lon 1s det=iled
in the memt table (table 4.8):

TABLYE %08

f';.;;s*i’mm:@ or THY TOTAL POPULA.ION BY GG UNLTY AND 4 d.IGION: 19353
‘ . AND 1360

) ) i . - S TR gt I T § R R Ll RIiRRUSaRERE
[ "3 a*zuunqaasnnaﬁnnn.-ﬂsﬂsnwtmnm.,xa..,s Pty B L

193 | ,}'?(’O
Coumunity = " Other

- . a Jther
Chrifidan Isial o4, 4g, Caristiza  Isi Religlon

P

e e -

T a7 509 02,793 ¥ 200 g9
iurwt 678 523 474526 39S w 16,853
I PAT - 2 ML 2% 12 %f,nat ) iz;
Cther Indige 14329 504959 9, 402 2,113 24,055 ‘6«
| 19,372 257 38,765 24,332 520 79670
206,850
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Christianity ssema %o have a greater atts | ~
Y , s e S greater attrestion for the Dusuns and
nartte Sh Tilas: The Sare swrenits sad fereeinl assreenh of
ShristSantiy Sulee A1 & mive dynanie Taliamen and A At bos gained
averts among the Dusuns and Murute, The mumber of Dusua

caristians jeaped from 9,975 in 1951 te 36,148 ian 1960 ’
ristians jwaped frem 9,975 in 1951 te 36,108 in 1960 and the in-
creass !!t;ﬂhp;lﬁ!ﬁtc}ﬂaa such grnattr‘ral;%&raly., Theese figuves
tastify $0 the great amsunt of Sharistian aissicnary ectivity thaut
e T e M T et I
Ciovih Vhoow dasreaned sLiobLy ta A0B. T e T

. ,j=;§ﬂ§¢ﬁ§hnaf§/!9 ﬁ{y%&n,ﬂaaessiaag~arenué,§/$ of the Other
Indigenee are Busiime, The ausber of eeaverts inte lglam between
1951 and 1960 sas very little, mot eomparable at all with the
nusber of ehristian semverts aseag the matives. ~ ‘

~ The preporiien of Chinese Chrisiians has mst ehanged be-
tween 4he twe ceneus pericds but bas remained around 1/9 of the

.1 Ohiness populatice of Sabah, Areund 2/3 are denoted as
follevers of Other Religliena. There i& ae doudbt that moat of these
latter sre Mddbists or a mixture of Puddhists anéd Taoiats. These
nuabered over 58,000 iz 1951 and almest 80,000 in 1260, Yet mo
stteapt wae sade %o plase thea in a separaie sategory of religion,
inspite of their largs sise. If size is not & oriteria for separate
gronpiut.‘theniotasidnraeien\shsuld/havc been givea to the fabt that
Tuddhice ie a majer religien in Asia and 1o the world tcol

The Other comsmnities figure painly as belenging to the
Irlamic group, ospesially sc im 1960, Fhis te furthcr evidense to
the large inflow of the Indonesiana and Ph$lippincs in the 1951 <
1960 imtereensal period. '

To gengludo, a barve pioture of tihe roll lous comvesition
o ihe people of sabah 18 presented by the tublose T1e ‘uslims are
vadoly eocaptal and riverine dwellers 4n e~stern Sabuh sud they are
{uereasing at @ msoderate DaRAS. The Christians, found around mission
centres, are grewiag in guabers rapidly and will soon 2usl the
Huslims im mwmbers ia a nuvebsr of decadese The paygan religions of
the patives ave dwindling.uader the positive influeacs of both Islam
and Christianitye But it is most satiefyiag to so.e that pwople of
111 erveds sre liviag side by aide ip nmity and with mo trece of
religious intelerance., - |

1. 196C Bepert: ope eit. pese 29



tirst cellested ia 1931 4n Sebah. Bst m‘Z figures while ﬁ::;ng
useful data were Rot of immcélate value then and were merely
experisential Ls matures, Ia 1950 Sabah wes not sagaged in any
scononio develepaeat plamaiag dut rather invelved ia recoveriag
from She effesta of the wars Ouing te the fast that this type

of data uvas oaly begun to be cellected $a 1951, the definiticns
aad the labous force slassifisstions emplayed then vore met quite
the sate as thoae empleyed duriag the ocemcus of 1960, Mewe up to
date classificaticns were uged in 1960 and therefore these later
figures ave not eempareble sith the earlier ensss The tables for
the census of 1951 showed oaly 23 industries cross-tabulated by
comsunily end sex, and it is eurprising that no Sabulation by
sotivity, status or ocsoupatien ia the proper sense of the terms
was over attenpted, This means that whatever analysis is attempted
can enly be based on the latest figures, that is from the labour
foroe repewt 4n the esnsus taken in 1960, |

. Duving the consus taking in 1960, three questioens, to
exivast inforwation about the labour feree ia the ccuntry, were
put ferwvard to the respondants, that is, questicas em oseupatien,
industry and finslly eocupationsl status., The Report differentiates
betwen the eocnsmieally aotive and the eodmemically insstive
population while it 414 sot give any figures as to the total mumbder
of pevssas empleyed and the total number unemployed. On this, ths
Repert says "Fo atteapt was mads {0 assess unesployment, partly
because RN : t‘wu~nmﬂuttnm~moxmd
counteries, y exists, and partly bocsuse it would have been
particularly éiffiecult o umtmu."a

~ Ia the Beport all the figures om the labour foree, tabulated
vith pespost $o comsunitly and sex, refer to the pepalation aged 15
years and above, This again calls for an explanation as it ia
definitely knswm that in underdeveloped countries, tn South East
Asia papticularly that onildren (onge they roash the age of 6 or 7
years) help ia the work of the familios 0 a large extent,
especially in the rurel regions where it s not uzcomaon to find
boys M.?mhoha 19 years of age helping the parents ia the
running of the fave o@ in selling the produse of the fars. This is

1. The definitions snd iatarpretations of theso terms are to be
" tewn r in the eensus Boport (1960) pages 107-108.
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is the Ay #00epted praotice or the nesm, Partly, the
Justifigatien alve lies ia the fast shat aa iaquiry iato the work
of ehildron, which ia Barsally part-tisme, .. prebadly of little
e TUrFtier, 23 is diffieult to cenmete preper instrustiens
and pragtical dofiniticans of what part-tine vork 1s with respect
. w3 0N S .

- Om the eansus day, the divieion of the population aged 15
years and abive into the Ecomomieally Aetive and the Non-Eoonomieas
11y Active groupe was us given 4in table Sel a)s Nore then tvo-thirds
of this pepulatien were enumerated s scomemically astive in 1960,

the sstual pereentage value being 68,8, This rather nigh preportien
of astive persens ia Sabuh was due mainly te the influence of a high
sropertien of females of all ages above 15 years being setive, that is

TABLE 5.1 a) |

CR CENT DISPRIBUTION OF TOTAL POPWLATION AGED 18 AND OViR BY ACTIVITY
e "~ AND SENs 1960

-a-oul‘tii‘ﬁcﬂbﬁihuﬁ..u.ss:nqnssuu:xh#uinanuaauwqnnlu-:mnguwﬁaqnnn-uuu

Numbers ' Per Cent
Total Males hul.n? !otn; Hales :‘?mlos

Aetivity 0 -

‘oome ASSive 176,626 123,317 55,309 68,8 913 439
Ton-Reon, Aotive 79,969 11,731 68.2161 31.2 8.7 36.1

fotal 256,995 135,068 121,527 100 100 100

po voxt. Phis, o ' ) ' 91 1t of astive
% pow oente This, coupled with the valuo of 91 per ceat o

anles, dﬁc:mtn tl;‘ the high propertien of active perecas for the
wiale of Sabade

1. Roperti epe eite page 109



. 3 the 3'“1:“ for the Beontateally Aetive and
S heEieally Aotive pojulaticn were oress-tabulated with
:::m‘ "' m M’B aad sox, the followiag facts osn be

- TARLE 5.1 »)
 PER CEN? DISTRIBUTION BY 35X AND AGEGROUPS

2 ﬂﬂﬂj#ﬂﬁ”““tﬁdﬂ%ﬂ BOSRABSARUIESET AL G SABEsRO RS BANSEGRNEs NS

rotivity P 45 and Over

__ Total  Kales Femsles Tetal  Males  Fesales

Seemcdative 78,0 92,2 A58 6A8 8.2 7.0

i‘ﬁ:. ; ”" , ?'8 5h,2 352 ; 11,8 6§99

Total 200 100 100 100 100 100

The pereentage figures of the econemically active males and females
in the 1544 age~eategury ie, in all cases, 3lightly higher than

the averages for (he shols of Zabah found in table S.1 a), Greater
ineight ex the labour fovee ccaditions is afforded by the secend
broad age- p (A3 years and over) im the table. Ameng the persons
aged over yors, alsoet 69 per eent stated thomselves as doing some
vork, and of the males ia this age=group, almest 90 per cent were
astively espleyed shile 37 pyr oeat of the wemea reported as sontribute
ing towards the gries nationdl preduct, These high figures for the
active pepulation of Sadah sohm %o support the eerdus authorities
assortion that uncmployment wis virtually nea-sxistent ian Sabah and
therefore there was ne need fe} such a tabulation., This great amount

of astivity in Sebeh angures will for its future.

~ The tsdulaticn of the d=me active and inactive population
vy the main cessunities in Sabah\ shows signifieant variations, the
rropezticn of gotive persens vanging from as high ae 61eb per cent
for the Nuruts to as lov as 97.5 per cent for the Other Indigenous
peeple. The other cemmunities range somewhat unevenly between these
two 1imits, Ameng the matives popalation of age 15 years and above,
the attituds of the women towards work affects the proportion of
astive mative women, It is immediately apparent that the Dusuns and
Nuruts are otill mere backward sosially than the other Indigenes,
These two Indigenous cemmunities have a high proportion of their
vosen doing werk. Sinse tho natives are rural dwellers, it would not

.
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be watrae 8o esnclude tha' thss: female Dusums and Muruts me

> Batr | , - thaea te zust be
engaged ia tilling vbe scil walmly. For all the other cossunities
only betuveen 21 per went auld 32 per sont of the tetal nusher of
fomales VIR Fustrdad ee aclive eccacmically,

The =popertiun € uctive siles asons the Indigencus
swesnalties is Lo al) cames quita hich. &figtng aatxigﬁgvenpc
have ovor B0 yer eeat of thelr nales engaged in some eeonomic
aetivitys The Chinvss fi.vve 15 aurprisiagly small ceapared with
the aumhated values fev the mativee and Others, being esly 82,3
ror eo8tls Thls Rest iwply that the Shinese comsunity has
conpursiively more atudsats, oldeaged and retired peracas shan
the all other csammnitins. The ALl Oshors senmunitly group has an
sxceoptienally high figure ow.vg tc 8 dieproperticaate dlelrcivution
By age=-grenps, which we neted esrlier. There was a heavy prepsndir-
snee of seweemers lodkizg for wurk and hense by fallicg with the
verking rre-group, they have inllated the proportion of aotive
sersens within the geun; to the high figure of 96,1 psr cent,

Pinally, one sast arinovledge that there le & clear
slatination betwwen the Vuslinm netives and the son-iMuslims,
sapesiully the pyopertiun astiive end ineetive perasne ameng the
acnén.: Fuwr the native Mualli- scazunition, amoeng the Bajaus and
the Other Yadigeneas, the peveentage of inastive women is comparative-
1y high, twing 68,6 per gen. and 76,9 per cent res estively.

Hmilay figuros for the amacHualim Dusuns and Muruts were less tiasm
1217 the abuve seationed fig..es. It 419 ianteresting to note thal
the Chinees figures £Or the proportien of Linaztive wumen asmong them
is slrost thoe same as for the native Muslim groups, Hoat probadly
thess high figuree sre i-fluensed by the need te look after ehildren
211 the urge t0 take sare of the homes This is cartiocnlarly 2 fop
the Chineaw wonen of ehild-bo ring age and less so in the ¢aass of
the native Muslim wasen,

The econoniemlly aetive population must ba diffcrentiated
from the rest ia that they eentribute directly towards the ecuniry's
nutpat of goods and ssrvises, In this comnestion tie positiva of
the housewives pomea guite a problem, Thire is 2o doubt that by
«seping their hoses im or’er, they contribute inlirectly towards
the nationt eutprnt, Dt for all prestiocal purposes, they asre
ummally elasaificd as economically inactive,

In order te apprecimte what the terus "ecosomiscally active”
14 "soomemigally inzetive” re:lly mean, we shull have to look at
esach of these Swe groups separataly.

The ceoncaiselly inasstive pepulation are categorised under

tho fellewing headings, that is hume-houseworiers, n;udents. re
persons, theee who are deing ne work, inmstes of prisons, hospitals

ﬂ%.



~nd other institutions etec. %ie distribution of sueh -erpons in
Sabalt in 1960 can be seeu in the table below:

TABLE 5,3 &)

Zug GRNT DISTRIDUTIGN OF THY TCONOMISALLY IRACTIVS “OCCLALMIAN BY SBX
ARD (dnelacuisr 1966
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Cew DRy Qent were halan in the L5 and over aje Grui thauvsh ‘
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” vion raveala 239
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Table 19 18 the Cencus Repert 1960 {"total Population € 15 years
and Over by Type é?(iéiivity, Sox, Status and Age") At Bt
;w&astsi»oQitat,tttstbﬂ Persens are tekbg‘fbnsdyin §h¢ 40 to W4 age

‘ - Amcag thowe age 43 and over, ve find an egual nusbeyr of
retived sales and females. Thore fsevery likelihoed that the
figures for those zsrseas ere not acourate, ¢speeially for the men
(they fewmed caly 45.9 per cenmt of the total retired porscas eged
45 ané ovorl. Thews ia 9%ery pegeibdility that many esong the men
sould have been eatered ia the "Others” categery of the gcenemically
inagtive populaticn. Further, ameng the public it is mope ccmmen
to regard a retired percce as cee whe Ras ¢ompleted a goveranseat
career ar any other paid esploysent, snd very few would ever think

of a farssr o o omall busisessman an retired,

As a sorellary te the above dlssussion, a table en the
distritmtion of the eeenemically inastive pepulitisca by sommunitiea,
vox and status is givea helow:
| TARLE 5.3 b)
DISTRISUTION BY 95X AND COMMUNIYY
mhu%l’ﬂ“.'&“ﬂ.b.ﬂﬂh“ﬂu”ﬂn‘“.ﬂsillﬂ.'bﬁﬂl’aﬁltr‘l‘u‘imulvw:tntuuuinaﬁx:s‘na‘ﬂ'

House worker Jtudent ‘ setired Othere

7;5163 Femnlea Maler Ffemaler liales Females MHales Females

“usun 120 12,357 1,101 262 ¥35 663 818 1,182

“urut 1k 1,956 167 16 52 91 167 223

33§uuk 9 55 - 10,685 238 0 111 108 538 551

Cther Inddge 58 1hy957 L3¢ 11 343 b1 759 622

“binese 177 | 14,1382 3,519 1,547 532 kA 1,145 1,027

‘11 Otners 26 54922 28k M6 23 € M 279
,; y \ |

le Report op. eit page 256,




The figures for the 'Students' and ‘Retired' persens deserve some
comments Ameng the satives, enly the Dasmme display a ¢emsiderable
nusber e!;y;ssann,attgqaagg sohools and other edusaticaal institute
ions, the total deing 1,363, The only other natives group with any
nunber of studeats as ono Lf ite chief constituents is the Other
Indigenes group vhose total, though, is only around half that of

the Dusunse. Against $Shig, the Ohinese figure of 3,066 oeems Muge.
One does not have to look far ia seeking for an oxplanatien for

this vast éifferense., The astives dwell moestly in rural areas

where opportunities and institutions for an adeve average eduwsation
are fews The Chinese ea the other hand are urban dwellers wvhere
there are better educational fasilities, Finally, the fast that a
vory ssall prepertion ¢f the Student pepulation in the abeve table
is female Gannet es0ape anyene's notice. This has been noted before,
sspeclially smeng the mativees. About 4/5 of the tetal femamle students
are Chinese which goes to shew how advenced the Chinese are compared

to all the other communitiesal

An extraordinary charagteristic ia to be noted ameng all
the retired Indigenes, that is, mere of the women are reperted as
naving cempleted a earver or having retired from a jobe This is
completely insompatible with cur knesledge of the natives, Thie
rrnthor unorthodox pattera is moat probably tho resault of an inecomplete
understanding of the term “retired" ameng the natives and this ean
be related to the fact that there has, undoubtedly, been a mix=up
Ath the term "home-hruseworker” though how this could have happen ie
Aiffieult to imsgine. It is possible thot many of the older vomen
“ho are being taken ¢are of by their child-en oonglder theamolves RS
rotired inspite of the fast thai they have only ato,;sd from being
"hone-houseworkers”.

A faivly ascurste situation of the tot«l nwabev of
economiea agtive populaiion hyﬂﬁhei;,ata;ua ils ,rtaanteérié
tble S.b &), as it existed in 1900 The genoral gfuﬁant that ean
be wads is that there seeas to be an equal uuabo. of Layloyjess, |
‘rymetgoount Yorkere and Family torkers amolg }h& ﬂOfa%ﬂg population.
‘{thout doubdt family enterprise seema to bo tue ;mcat’z"mmrt;mt |
rictor in the esoncmy of Sabeh since almost 2/3‘of L ??rk?r? are
engaged ia family busiresses (this iaciudes botn tvi weount ﬁarkarw
and Fimdly ‘orkers’s Own Ascouat ‘orkers and ixﬁmlylgaffgfs ie;; |
gether caatribute aomeé 6442 por cont or lls,kg)’uf tg?k»;tm% abour .
. force in Sabah towmards family enterprises. Thera iasgg t0 ha aﬂgzwn
amount of variatiom betwesn the total prap@rticq”o* §*§§Wa§§'§:§ °
vorkers engeged in faxily businesses. The rwinlig oF n2 ?gmk is
business is shouldersd meore by wesen wqr%ersg}han By»ﬂali‘ﬁginziy
relatively, since evor 30 per cont of all femmle 1obonr da I

-59*



TABLE 5t§ ﬁ)

PER GZNT DISTRIBUTION OF TH: ACTLVE POVULATION BY SEN AND
‘ STATUS: 1960

( Peggla#iea ? Per Cent
 Total Male  Pemals Totnl Kale FPeuale

dmpleyer 2620 2M5 5 15 20 o3
“nployee 160,581 32,317 8,064 3,3 k2.6 1.1
“;‘; “::“ 58.22F 52,137 6,087 33,0 k2,3 11.h

Tamily dorker 35,201 16,218 38,383 3.2 13,1 73,2

fotal 176,626 123,517 53,309 100 100 100

caterprise labeur while omly 55.4 per eeat of all male labour is
viyloyed in any fakily work. Among tae feaule lsbour, oaly about
1/7 of it is paid labour. However thias ia giite a sinificant
sreportion for a country ehich had just begun its econosie develop=

ent policiess

The tetal nunder of employers formed a vory inaignificant
rroportion of ths total economiecally active populatic.i.

PA%E Sk b))
ohn CRNP DISTRIBULIUN OF Tl ACTIVS PU.UL:IION BY 3

ETRLRALAVHCEEANEENEET MO IR W IIIZ RN L DT LSS S At e e ey
‘ ‘ o Cwn Faally .,

-, : 2 1 ‘ P . . . . Total

coununity Lmpleyer E8ploye® ,ocount Tarker Torker

ND 3TATUS

EHEIAMBE X R R S

usun 0.3 12,0 39.3 48,2 100
Lurnt Osl 15.2 3645 bie2 100
T jau Oul 21,8 L%, 3% 23,8 100
Uther Indige 0.7 33,3 3540 2444 100
thinese 663 - 55.9 2%, 2 13,5 100
11 Others OB 85+ e 36 100

‘otal LS (A3 3 L2 100




From the sesio-esoncmic point o view the Chinese are
mor? Advanced than any nf th- other reges., This is evidently the
case simee, firstly quite a lurg~ propertion of ths Chinese come
under the category of 'Eaployers®, 6.3 per cent of the total astive
hinesee ?hiarnnat be vieved rolative to the pomition of the ether
com:unity vorkers, and hardly 1 per ceat of amy of the other
comaunities® labour foree has besn slasaificd ar ' mployers'. The
catappr'sing trailt present in the Chinese, no mattor wher: they
settle, reveals itself in sueh eonspicucus terms always. Secondly,
1lmost 56 per eemt of the Chinese sctive population is paid labour
«nd their percentage is only exceeded by that of the All Others
soanunity group. ‘Ia the lattor grouy around 86 per ecent turned out
to be paid labours But this large proportion is due te the large
cusher of newly arrived workers. It follews from here thut the
srount of Qwn Acoount Workere and Family Workers must be small
wsong the Chinese and the All Other community. Among the Indigencu:
~pople the gltuwation is more or less the reverse. Asong the
surute and Dusuas, over X of their aciive population are in family
~aterprises with Family-workers ahowing a slight sajority over Owu-
vzgount Workerse The Bajaus and Other Indigenes have over GO per
cant of their ecenonisally active doing family work. These high
Coures san be attridated to the great majority of Indigenous women
g family werkers, eg. the Dusun, Murut and Bajau communities
-~z saowed over 80 per eeat of their aetive women as family workoers,
uhile ameng the males cver 60 per eent in each group werc Own-Aezount
orkers. In contrast very few of the natives ars .mployeos.

Parther proof to tho ecomomic standing (and betlsr educn -
tion) of the Chinese is afforied by the fact that over 2/5 of tio
~ctive Chimese females were paid woerkers. "This, like the whole
attern of eeomomic aetivity among the Chinese, linked with other
ficta about this community vhich we have found earlier - a likin;
ior the towns and thelir eavirons and a higher standaprd of adueatisn.”l
Fopulation by Industries

i)

Jistpibution of Active

Eaplier i¢ was elearly stated thot bagause tne bagls of

uuciflention of industries in the esnens of 1951 was different

~un that 4n 136C, it was not pessiblc te compare the ;abulgted
‘i-ures of these two oensuses. Thiu is & gro.. loss sirce tabulution
"i the labour force begen in 1751 in carmest. Mowsver awin: to the
iact that most imdustries are organisnd on a sim:le ?as;§, 51"r¥ |
s#ude ccmparioson is possidble and the mairn trend im tic disbribatosn
5% the labour foree by industries can be traced:

L. Census Report op. cit. page 116.
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| | TARLE $,5% a)
DISTRIBUTION OF ACTIVL mp*x. TIOR §7 Ima'ﬁ-emn 1951 % 1940

Y 1] a&naﬂ&ﬁ‘ﬁl“t“ﬁﬁaﬁﬁuiwﬁ = sanea unnuanoauauu&uanentan nBasRnNs [T T T

' Popalation Per Cent
INDUSTRIES et s et ‘
e C19% 0 1960 1931 1960
iies of uisly rice 76,080 77,681 52,6  bh.o
; iiv*‘?iﬁg 3,637 9 301 246 363
“ighing - Sek52 64175 3e9 353
““ﬁf.i,i,’ ;‘z Man & 20,350 | 23,378 144 1k
tosacee and Neap L7 3795 L3 24
rrotustion 3573 7525 ab b3
“ther igwievlinre 10,779 12,253 7.7 6.9
“ynzerse 6,037 7,734 ho3 “ob
‘ronsport 2 33“5 L6357 1.6 2.6
‘uiiéing & Comstruction 1,662 4y k8C 1.2 2¢5
‘nnufasturdag 1,387 6y 257 Lot 3e8
Gthe Industyries 9¢ 345 19,597 Tl €.2
11 Agrieultuse 1194370 152,313 Shey 835
111 Uther Inéustries 24,259 3%,913 101 278
‘11 Indugtries 240,02% 276,526 1o 1w
oy
- e ® Gee oas. < ° e ee o
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7hile one gathers ne defimite information om the tvend of the
pattarn of the labour feree distributica between the various
iaéustrig:, a saall eemputation will reveal that while the number:
in the agricultural industries has increased by ealy 19 per ceat,
that for ull other industries has insreased by 62 per contl The
pattern is thevefore definite, that ie, the tread of the employ-
ment i3 meviag towards larger nuabers in comserce and industry
while 4% is decreasing, though at a very slow pace, for azricullure.
And this is se inapite of the majerity of th active pepulation
being still oa;;gyd,in agrisulture, The ratic for the latter has
dosroased frem 84,9 per sent ia 1931 to 80,5 per cent in 1960 which
meant that almest 1/3 ef the working population waa empleyed in
industry and ecamerce im 1960,

.~ Changes in eash individual industries are varied. Bo~
tween 1951 aad 1960, the preportionm working ia the rice fields
deslined frea 32.6 per cent to 44,0 per cent. The Repert aotes
of this chamge in the following manmner, "These partisular figures
are of signifivencs for this iz the first time in known histery that
less tham balf the working population is planting rics.", The
logging or lumber incustry doubled ite figures in the aiéo years
vetween the semouees, Lusber is the boom iadusiry {in Sabah at the
soment, Hemufasturing, Building and Censtruetien and Conmerce were
engaging more persons in 1960, Flighing and Other Agricultural
industries showed a eertain ameunt of decline.

Padle 5.5 b) shows bow the various gommunities ware
distributed bLetween the various indusiries ia 196U, Az expected
the ladigescs dominate agricultural agtivity. Ovor 90 per cent of
their active populatien is employed in agricalture, foreatry, fishing
and huating. A high propertion of the others vere also engaged i
agriceliural astivity, 76,7 per eent, mMut wo suat differentiate
vetween the Ludigonss and the All Others, Host of the latter,inc
Indonesians and Philippinces were engaged By timber camps or rubber
estotes, Ameng the Chinese a maxisum of enly 2/5s of thelr astive
pepulation ware invelved with ocome fore of agricultural work. The
rest were either Hapulfacturing, Suilding amd Construetion, Cemmerve,
Transpert ané Oomemaigationa or Service workers,

LR £n vk S 4N 5 09 IR L B AP P INES 5 ERER
% Bf UR RUR Yok ORREE g S e rundih e iiei s

That North Rorned is largely agrisultursl cannot oo denied.
‘e have noted that B0 per eeat of 1ts pepulation is engaged in
agriouleure. $norefore in terms of sgoupations, the main stream
would sousiat of Pfarm workers, {ishernen, rubber estute und othor

ls cmuﬁ"”ﬁ ope cit.t pege 118
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| T/BLE 55 b) B
PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF ACTIVE POFULATION BY COMKUNITY & IMDUSTRY 1960

ant u“a‘.”l}nwmndytiubh BERLSAVBEBUAREDNETCES sa;‘n.u!nuu-ai- stvess e

saevaity

Induat; —— |
L ” , fn&fgem ~ Chimese ALl Others

and Fiahing 92.0 3945 76.7
‘ining and Juervying | 0.2 0.3 1.0
Hanufesturing ,, 1.8 11,8 f, 3.4
Buildiag md Conatrustion 1.1 7e2 %.8
Serviees 248 16 743
Commeree ' 0e7 19.b ;_ 247
Transport sad Comsunication 1.4 6,0 A
AL Iatustries 100 10 10

TABLE 5.6

nxswxxs&rzou OF THS ACTIVE POPULATION BY SEX AND OCIUPATION: 1960
hr 3 nu-nu.‘ﬂ:n”n.--anounnna--nns-nueaunou-n--n-unnu.m-aannnnusa- ARSARRD 0

Pepulatiecn Psr Cent

Oseupation : e ,
’ o Total MNale  Female Iotal Hale  DBemale

sgrie., Ferestewerkers ,. o , |

Craftomen, Prodastion | ‘ f
‘orkers & Labour not 17,130 15,446 1,68b 9¢7 12,5 3.1
elsevhere classified : :

3Jales Yorker 5,915  &,514% 1,001 Bl K,0 1.9
fransport & Comm.forksrs 3,936 3,904 32 2.2 32 0.
Slerical Verkers 3,922 3,153  36h 2.0 2.6 07
Teehaical Werkers 3,176 2,232 bk 1.8 1.8 1.8
Othor Werkers 764  7b%4 20 0uh 046 0
A1l acuupigz;n,;~ - 176,528 123.5;7 551299 100 100 100
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plantetion labourers, “imber cesmp workers, surket-gardone
snd other forest workers ote. In teres e} I&gnro:: eug'Qi’; ::::;"
of 176,626 of the werkiug foree, 136,367 er slightly over 3/bs of
the espleyed are agrisultural workers, Out of this total of 77.3
per eent, more than 88,00, are male vorkers. Thila tetal for the
wales, if soen in juxtapos.tien with the tetal number of male astive
gapﬂlnttan. amounta to 72.1 ~er eent. Un (he other hand vhile around
;fat all agrieultural worsers &re of the femals eeox, they total
Sa.b per sent of the total fesmale labeur) :
o t§n ga§t ef the » of the total labouz forev of Jabah il
unevenly distribated among the other ogoupations. Cut of this
(0,099 werkers, both male and female, nearly half are eraftemen,
sroductien workers and labourere eosmprising 9.7 per eont of the total
working ferce. Hest of these workers ave of the male sex. The
patters of diastrivution of the total nusbder of workers among the
rarious oocupations is eimilar te the distributiea of all male workers
saonget these same eeeupations. The pattorm for the ifomales seems
to sugpest that they have uc preferecss for jobe as trausport and
conmuaigations workers or elerks, Of the fow feuales who are ROt
agricultural workers, the greater portioca are sales and @ervice
sorkers, aand alee productiea werxkers or labour aoct claseified else-
sheree Onmly 20 wemen held executive, sanagerial or adminietrative
posts, esapared teo 744 fros ameng the ssa., From this one can con-
clude that in geaeral the male workerss prastise a greater variety of
oceupaticas than the femalsa. Rowevop for the ecountry as a whole,
the wariety of ocoupations seens limited aleo,

But our analysis of the setive population distribduted
occsupaticaally does not end there, The distribaticn by the various
coamunities withia the varicua evcupatiens indicates the sxtant of
the differences botwesn thomselves. The Indigencus seem tc 8low A
stroag bies towards certain jobs while the chinese do not eare rchat
job they do as long as they 3an eurn & living.

Out of every 10 ladigencus workers, - are agriculturiste,
toreat workers or fiahermen. Amony the Chiuneue, betmeen 3 and b
out of 10 werkers have sush zisilar occupations. Among the Others,
6 out of 10 seea to fellow euch oocupations. A doainant number of
the creftsment and production workers come -rom the Chinese oesmunity
and a relaiively large nuaded come frou the Othurs groursy 2J¢5 per
cent and 19,2 per cent respestively, In faot for every sccupation
other than agriculture, & higher proportion of the Sh;neso community
seoms to oecupy it. And ome sust note partieularly tue very fow
ausbers of Iadigenous who possess elerical, technical or other posts.

A% the present moment, the general pattﬂrnbzi the :gcupau
tions, imdustyy and status varlee to a great exteat beiween the
ditfe;wa% pagess All indications seem to peinc out that this pattern
i111 net ohange for scme time to ooms. The gountry ie still far fres
developed, by ieatern standarda, to show any definite trend in the
change of the aomposition of the labour foroe.
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TABLE 5,7

PER CEWT DISTRIBUTICK OF THE ACTIVE POFULATICN BY COMMUNITY ANU
, QCCUFATION)I 19860

GRS RNECEERSSOESNSAL AR ANPLEEREORESBNORNNEAS RAGEBRRARSREESEARCHE SN B L NN
‘ i Community
Qecupation —

indigemous Chimese  All Uthere

. A

‘griculture, Foresteworkers

and Fishermen 9.1 a7 ﬁ; 63.3

Craftemen, Produetiom #“erkers | a
snd Labour mot elsevhere b,bh - 23.5 19.2
elasaified :

iales workera 0.5 153 1.5

“arviee torkers 1.k | 9.k 4,0

Transport % Communicatiea 1.
sorkers

s

k.3 ok

Clerical Werkers 0.5 €.9 3.1

“eclinienl Vorrers 0.7 5.9 3ok

Ctrers G.l 1.0 l.1

All Vseupatiene 100 100 1006 ;
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'*(i)"aoran Boraeet: Hepert en the Ceneus of Pepulation 1960,
(11) Cenmgus of Pepulatien, 1960 = Additicnal Tadles,

Herth Bormeo! Repert oa the Ueneus of Populatiea 1951.

Lee You Leng! "North Boraest A Study in Settlement Geography".
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