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ITROLUC TION

- The population of Serawak hans never received
such attenticn fror cnybody., Until the publicatien ef
the two @ensuges, 1947 and 13560, krowledge of the Sarawsk
population was rragrentnry. Havever, recent events have
suddenly pushed the country into the limelight of inteme-
tional politiocs particularly with the formation ot Yolaysia
ond with Indonesiaon confrontation,

, This article 13 not arn a&alygia of tharpelltieal
sné ezomomic position of the Jdiverse gopulation of Sarewak
but wrather 13 on gtterpt to outlime, sieple und straight-
foreard wanner, sore fectures of the Sarawak population.

ﬂﬁy atterpt to study the derographie history of
Borawok §s »:de 4ifficult by two factors, viz.. the laeck
of poouleotion date en the one hend, end {ha changing sige
of the country from time to tice 1n i1ts growth as an integ-
ral state on the other. Until 193 there was no cttempt
to moke a corplete heal-gount of the population. However,
various estivates of the populationm have besn made fyom
time to tire but these are very unreliagble. Whaot 1g more
unfortunate i{s thut figures of any kind are woefully few,
for during the Japanese occupation there was wuch deatruo-
tion of redords and archives g5 that little now remains,
Although figu-es are also found in works of history of the
country these are 02 uneven value.

when Jozxes Jrooke assured power in Sarcwak in
1841, the area under hig administration extended from
rnnjaag Datu to the 3amarghan river and the population was
computed to huve beem 10,500. Since then the tervitory
ef Sarawak has expanded avev tuent{ tires its orviginal sigze,
Decpuse of this a study of population change is not possidle,
Kevertheless, the 1047 Cengus is a good baslsg for any future
study of the dorographic teatures of the country,

“;,ﬁg11;.\,
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, The first noticeable feature in the growth of the
population of Saerawak in the postwar years is the rapid
rate at which the | cpulation is inereasing., 8econdly, the
importance of nztural increase, and the corresponding dec-
“1ine of immigration, as facter of population growth is
rising. The éaeline in importance of immigration os a
factor of population growth in the postwer ysars is due to
the political chenges that have taken place since the War,
During the War, when family lives were uprocted, there was
neither 1neeat1ve nor reans for immigrants to oater the
eountry cnd after the war official regtrictions agaia’t
the entry of alimu n*e imposad st*ietly.

‘ Aceerding to the firast cempleta eﬂum&ratiuﬁ ﬁf
the population taken in 1939 the totel 1atia“ was
490,5685; 1in 1947 it was 546,385; and when the
gsecocnd census was taken, thc p@pulntien uas ?41 529, Thus
in the period from 1939 to 1847 the increase ln population
was 65,800 or an ennual raty of increase of 1.4 ger cent,
which is a comparatively low rate of increase., Neverthe-
less, it must be remembered that the period from 1939 to
1947 was an ungsettled periocd because of the Japenese oCCue
pation. Consequently the low rate of incorease is to be
expected, The war resulted not only in food ghortage but
also in the complete neglect of social sewvices, In addie
tion to food shortages and the neglect of socianl sewvices
there was also an outbreak of epidemies in the lower Rejlang
distriet, Also, as mentioned ep»liew, thewre was a halt in
irmmigration er a result of the war. . , o

Duwing the intewcensal veriod, 1947-1860, there
wae an increagse of 198,144 persons ovr 33 3 per cent as Ccome
pa~ed to the 1l.4 per cent for the earlier pefiod. This
inc*ease represents on average annual incvease of 2,5 per
sent, This rate of 2.8 per cent per annum is n very high
rate of growth as compaved to the period preceding it,
Indeed, this rate efaiagwth is unprecandented in reco=ded
aarawak history and st certainly in all time, It carks
a change in population trends of vital importance, irow it
aigﬁifios a change in the demogvaphie pattewn of the gountry.
1 "This rote is shaved also by several othew gemntries in |
the vvgiau such as Sabah (2.8 per cent), Singapore (3,9
per cr-nt), i*alayn (3el.per ﬁﬁﬂt), Ceylon (?-5 PN‘ ernt),

-1 populition C&naua‘ﬁepbrt;&nrnwak,:lﬁﬁﬁgbg 27.



. Talwan (3.5 per cent), Indonesia (1.8 per cent) and Philip-
,iaass~(1¢9 per cent), 2 Thus the average annual rate of

increass 1s prodbably the best indication of population

growth in the intercensal years, since the rate involves

a comparison of gopulation'voauitin;‘froanntural1naraaae

more than from migraotional factor. ST

| .

Population G' !

| ; § Annual Rate of
; ; Year . Ingvease '
Race : :

e ST SOEIESN: I
19 1947 | 1960 | 193947 1047-60
All Races 400,868 646,385 744,83 0.9 2.6
‘Malay 98,700  §7,460 189,300 | 0.6 8.3
‘Melanam 38,772 36,560 44,661 -0.8 1.8
‘Sea Dayak 167,700 190,326 237,741 1.0 1.8
‘Land Dayak 36,063 42,196 67,619 1.0 2.5
' Other Indt T |

. genous - ;7,832 - 29,867 @04 07 2.0
Chinese 123,626 145,158 289,184 1.3 3.7

Others * 65,283 5,810  8,1£3 0.8 2.7

PRy

—— s

Zable 1.1 shows the distribution of population by
race for the years, 1939 to 1960, Thege figures show that
the change in yopuinttaa]rbrrtho two intercensal years has
been remarkable. The national averege for the period 193
to 1947 was less than one per cent per annumj 1t the
national average for the period 1947 to 1960 was 2.8 per

“* The taéﬁ 1nc1ﬁd¢s !uabppana~and Eufasinns,“lndiana,'
- Ceylonese, Pokistanis, Indonesions ond others.

® Ibtg, po 3.



- gcent per annums The rates of growth for the various
praces differ a great deal, ranging from nearly four
;gp@eat‘rer,thQChinoae~nbe&t tee per cent for the

slanaus and Sea Payaks. These differential rates of
‘ trowth are sigaificaent for they determine the Muture
trends of the population strugture, particulaorly with
regords to its composition and di;%rgbutien.‘,',eae o
differences in the rates of growth are due to cultural
‘sociol, ecomomic and geographical factors. The anjorily
of the indigenous races are undeveloped invarious aspects
ond geographically they live in the hinter-lond areas
where social amenitieg are not aveoilable. These factors

. detcrmine both the fertility and the mortallty levels.

C ‘The largest and moat important of the indiges
pous people 1s the Sea Daysk, & largely tribal, agriculs
tural people gentered in the bBescond and Third jﬁiv, sions,
They are a comparatively homogenous rece and a definite
distinguisheble culture is evident, They are also known
o8 Ibane. In 1930 they numbered 167,700; in 1847 there
were 190,386 of them; and in 1860 tﬁey were caumerated
at 237,7‘1. Thus from 1939 to 1947 thelir ingerease was
£2,626 pergons or 13.5 per cent. This represents a rote
of onhe per cent per annum., Jatween 1947 and 1960 their
increcse was 47,415 or 24.9 per cent, 7This represents

an increase of i.B per cent per annum. Thege increazes
are feirly steady signifying perhaps thot the Sea Dayak
way of 1life has been 1little chazgodtby the inlluences
working in the country in general, includimg the Jupaness
- ocoupation. The increase could be regarded as nutural
since no lorge nuvbers had moved into or away from the
country since ,1939. Prior to 1939 the Jea Dayaks appeared
to increase by some 59 per cent in one hundred years,

| | The Malays live in towns and along the coaost
where they have been a powerful inflnence for centuries.
In 193 they sumbered 92,708 while in 1847 they were
enumerated at 97,469, an increase of only 4,760 or 5.1
“per cent, This represents an average nnnuai'rato of
growth of only half per cent, Detween the lust intercens
sai "years the incrense in the Faley population was 31,831
" or 32.7 per cent, This difference in the percentage
change is remarkable. The increase on the average 1s
?.3 per gent per year., This increase is high but it
accords with the increases in the other indigenous races.
The resson for the sudden change in the incrcase may

- perhaps be in the #ar, tor the Malays live mainly in
areps which felt the welg'.t of the occupation and the
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accompanying lask of food supplies from sutside; being

town ond soastal dwellers they would probabdbly have suffered
" more than the interinr peoples, Their numbers might also

have been lost due to the outbreak of epidemics in the
lower Rejnng district. ¥Pigrotion has sot been an fmportant
factor in the growth of the Palay io 11ntion since 1947,
The rezords show that net fewigraticn amounts to just over
1,000 parsong. ® - |

The inorease in the Land Dayaks has been the
greatest recorded for any indigenous race since 1947. It
®wo3 0lg0 the greatest betwesn 1230 and 1847, so that over
the 21 year period, from 193 to 1960, the Land Dayaks hove
grown by 55 per cent, Yaet the 187€ count put them at 18, 37¢,
which means that it took them over 00 years to double in
purbers, There might have been sonc¢ immigration from Koli-
wantan but it 13 doubtful 4f the mumber had bdeen sigable,
4 Tew of them would have been lost through intermarriage
with Chilnese and subsequently turned themcelves ss Chinese,
Yet their rate of inorease has been the groatcst among the
indigenous races. No one can explain this phenomenon, for
by general observations they live under unhygienic condi-
tions and as a group they appear to be of a physically low
standard, 5 It cannot be explained away by an undercount
in 19939 and in 1947 or by immigration, though some irmigre=
tion might be possible. But in a cormunity of less than
60,000 eny appreciable amount would be noticed irxrediately,
¥oreover, the jex ratio betrays no preponderance of males
which uasually nccompanies recent irmigration,

An examinntion of table l.1 shows ploinly thot
there has bsen some c3nfusion in the enureration of the
NMelanaus. The confusion arises from the fact that upon
embracing Islam ¥elanaus tend to call themselves FMaloys.

Indeed, this 13 ulso the cagse with other converts.
Toeday about 70 per cent of the Helanaus are Muglims, 7
The number involved may be small im such sonfusion but
1t i3 important to the snall Melanau groupe ~

The other indigenous wraces nre thus classifled
only for census purposes. rThe{ are composed b;ﬁﬂisnyaha.
Kendoyans, Kayans, Kenyuhs, Kelabits, Maruts, Punans ond

4 1b14, pe 52

8 rbsa, po 84

€ Census Report, Sarawak 1060 ; :

7 commission of Enquiry, North Dorneo and Sarawak, p. 20,



~@ther indigenous races. Between 1930 ond 1947 thelr
increase was 4,335 or about 8 percent, while between
1947 and 1960 %hxs was 8,084 or 27 per gent. These
two increases repregent an average annual growth of
0.7 per cent and 2 per gent respectively.

The Chinege, the lorgest ismigrant race in
the country, increased by 17 pergent or 21,832 persons
from 1930 to 1947 and 58 percent or 83,906 from 1947
to 1960, These increases represent an average increase
of 1.3 per cent per annum ond 3.7 per cantafer'aauun |
respectively, Thus for both the intergensal periods
thggginese showed the highest average annual rate of
ETOWLile

The balance of immigration over emigration
between 1935 and 1939 was 19, persons. The net
balance between 1938 and 1947 was not wore than one per
cent of the 1939 population, that is to say, not more
than 5,000 persons, most of whom were DOT™ 15 China. 8
Jetween 1948 and mid 1960, net irmmigration was 7,779
persons, Thus after allowance i3 made for both these
figures the n:rturasl increase from 1939 to 1847 was 13
per cent and from 1947 to 1960 was 52 per cent or an
annual increase of 3.8 per cent, which is compurable
with the rate of some neighbouring countries. Thus the
Chinege in Malaya in 1947 were ingreasing at an annual
rate of 3.4 per cent; the population of Taiwan was im-
creasing at 3.5 per cent in 1964. ®

Perhops a brief suswaory of Chinese migrations
into Sarawak would be of value at this staoge. Chinese
gontract with Dorneo is of many centuries' stonding.
This was only a trade contract, since it is not certain
whether there was early settlement. However, the first
fires influence of the Chinese in Sarawak was golned by
their goldmining at BDau, where they were already well
establigshed when Jares DBrooke first arrived in Sarawak
in 1830.,08table governrent and law and order provided
by the Drooke administration encouraged more immigrants
from China, especlally when there was a definite demand
for Chinese settlerg, Their influence grew by thelr
copacity for hard work and thelr business acumen, {goy
become shopkeepers, artisans, traders and farmwers. -

8 Census Report Sarawak, 1960. p. 67
9 Ibld, pe 57
10 Ibid, p. 86




| ~ Im the 1920's ond 1930's large groups of Chinese
‘from Singapore and Chise sigrated into Sarswak in order
to eugsent the mumbers of the early settlers, Immigration
restriction hod te be imposed during the slump periods when
many Chinese were repatristed. Im fact du the slump
‘;qra'tho pumber of emigrents exceedad,that;a :xnnigrauts.lg
| \13'syatca'of'iuwigratiba*coatraifﬁant~asgrbvusansft1gpxr_ﬁ'
uwatil 1935 when conditions begea to impreve. Thus betmeen
1935 and 1939 the mumber of ismigrants egain exceeded the
‘pumber of emigrants. The Secomd World War brought immigres

tion to a halt emd after the ¥War ismigrotion restrietions

weve considergdbly tightened whem the political situation

demanded @ different policy towards the eatry of Chimese. .

o Two factors hove thersfore influenced the rapid
growth of the Chincse community in Sarawak, vig, imigres
tion in the sarlier yecars and now high rate of austural

increase. ‘ o '

By contrast with the indigenous populstion, the
Chin«ie population has incrensed with startling fapiéity

as toble 1.l shows, If the rate of lacrease of the Chinese
end iniigenous peoples is any criterion, it geems inevitable
that the Chin-ae progortian will become even larger at the
next census count, 13.

12 y.1. Les. "Journal of Soclal Science toclety, 1963-64°.
© University of Singapore. P.7

 13 1§ h§s‘ﬁ@éﬁ:eetirﬁ£Qd £hat 1n 1962*£5¢Chinasé;iero' <
o f"thQ lQﬂ§9¢t'PﬂQi&l~$P¢ﬂ§¢;ﬂfﬁ&?ﬁﬁﬂkg, R SRR




TADLE 1.8

 POPULLTION GROTH DY WCK M i, 1947-1960

annual Rate

~ Total Populution | of Inorease

f .
,ﬁaci : : e ' "i
- 1u47 SRS £° -1+ B R

b

. |  §&1§ | ‘Fgm@1; ‘ kale  Fenale ;‘ﬁalaiﬁ;aalo'
ML CHS 881,070 265,715 5,048 38,680 P37
‘f'ﬁalay‘ - 18,4 19,010 63,430f‘ SS,Q?Oi Boéé 2.4
 ¥elanaw 17,440 18,120 21,637 8,824 1.8 1.9
 Seu Duyak 94,232 96,094 117,478 120,863 1.8 1.8

 Lond , A o Lo o ,

Payak 21,002 21,163 26,451 99,188 2.4 2.6

 Other Im
digenous 15,006 14,771 19,737 18,196 2.2 1.7

Chimese 81,32 63,766 120,389 108,785 3.1 4.3

others 3,519 2,W1 4,546 3,677 2.1 36

| fable 1.2 shows the rates of growth of the populer
tion of Sarawak by race and sex for the period between 1847
and 1960, An exemination of the table shows that the overe
all rates of growth for the sexes are different, The rate
of growth for the ferales is mach fastor than the rate of
growth for the rales, This 1s true for all the raclal
groups except the Sea Dayaks which have equal growth rate
und the other Inilgenous groups, which have a lower growth
rate for the females. ‘ ' » o

Among the 1ale popul:tion the Chinesé hna by far
the highest rate of growth psr ann , which is more than 3

: ~ pir cente. All othcr races hove growth rates exceading 2

per cent excspt the Melanaus and the Sen Dayaks whose rates
of growth are equal end below 2 per cent. The average rate
“9f5granth‘fgrxthg rale populrtion of Sarawak 13 2.3 p«r cent.

TR Awong the remalQ pepu1at1on of Sarawak the rates
of growth agaim vary from one race to another, Here the

hirhest rate is that for the Chinese fewales the rate being
4.3 per cent, an extrerely high rate of growth, This shows



at more and move rqmalo births have takea place 6&9&:;

o intergcensal pericd from 1947 to 1860, fThe lowest rate
smong the female population is 1.7 per ceat which is dige
closed by the greup 'Other Indigemous's. This is sigairicent
for it either means that the porulatios withia this group is
declining or that more wcmwen gave births to male children
during the intergensal period. It is wnlikely that some of
‘the female populstiom in the 'Other Indigenocus' groups have
- emiggrated. At first sight it may he thought that the.

" males have immigrated from Kalimaenten becauge an axaﬁiaaﬁiaa
of the sex ratio nnala that thers 1s a prepoaderance of
moles over femanlesy whereas in 1947 thelr sex ratic was
1,022 males to 1,000 ferales, in 1960 this has increased to
1,085, 7To some txtﬁnt it nay be due to immigration Bnt the
census report does sot show this possibility. :

Further, the tavle shows that the rata of growth
for the ivvale pepulntian of the group ‘Others’ is also
very high, much higher than the rate of growth for the
femple populution among the indigenous peoples, it this
13 not likely to continue now since thi:z group includes
‘Kurcpeans who are rore transcient th:io the Indonesians,
Indiens ond others included im this group. In any way, this
group is not likely to heve sch influence upon the fu
structuve pf the populction since they are numerically snall.

Whet is more significent sbout these rates of
growth 1s th«t the rates for the indigenous population,
particularly for the females, are lower than those of nod
indigenous peoples. The prosable effect of this is to
chonge the populatioa corposition of the country in the

Ntu".
I1 GHOUGTH DY AOFINIOTHATIVE uIVIGION
, TADLE 1.3 |
POPULnTI()! GHOWTH BY ADLINI:»THAI‘IVP uIVI.;IOﬁ;
1947 = 1960
| ? | - | 4nnual Rate
Aduinlstrative ” 1947 1 1960 - of Increase
~vivisiom Pcpulatioa Populution ,'(g" L
8AnanaK . 546,385 T 744,529 2.5
. Firat Divisiom 172,247 247,984 2 3.0
 second bivision 92,670 109,422 = l.4
~ Third Division 195,984 261,487 "?.3"7'”
- Pourth Division = 63,606 96,666 @ 3,8

CFifth Division 21,879 29,000 2.3




| '~ Teble 1.3 shows the =ote of populatiom growth
by division for the iatergensal period, from 1947 to 1960.
 The highest rate of growth occurs in the Pourth Divislon
"while the loweat in the Jecond Divisiom. It is signifie
cant to mote thut while the Third Divigion, due of course
to its lerge sige, has the lavrgest population, its growth
rate is only ejuivalent to that of the Pifth Jivision
which has the smallest populution, again due to its size.
These differantial rates or grostﬁ may be Jdue to either
of two factors, to natural increase or to imtermnal migro-
tione 4oth way be true but the degree to which they
fnflucnce the growth of the population in each division
vales. The most important factor which influences intere
nal migrution at least those in the working ages, is the
employoncnt oprortunitles that may he avnilable in one

divisicn or other, Thus in the interconsal period 10,000
1ndif rnous peonles of whom £,000 wera Jea uUnyaks, rigrated
tnts the Pourth Division espacially to work in the oil
rield at ¥irl, 14 The low rate of growth in the Second
Division is due to the loss ol population throngh migrae
tion o the people in this division to othser divisions
sgomzinlly to the Fourth LDivision. The game reason is
applied to the low rate of growth in the Third Division,

The tavle also reveals that only two divisions
the First and Fourth Divisions h.ve annual rates of grnu%h
exoreding the overall rate of growth, Proportionally,

31.5 per cant of the total population lived in the "irst
Division in 1947 and this percentage has increased to 33.3
p-r cent in 1960, Iue Fourth vivision alsoc experlenced

a provortional increase in its population during the intere
grnsal yearsy; 1in 1947 the proportion of the population
found in tha fourth Divi-lon was -nly 11.6 per cent but in
1960 this prooortion hnrd inereausad to 13,0 per cent, The
other three divisions hud sufisred a proportional decreass.
Thus the proportion of the population im the second Division
decrensed from 17 per cent to 14,7 per cont in 1960.

III. KIGCHATION
CINTLNG MIG < TICON

Informaticn cn internal migratlon can be obtained

fr, the census data tabulated acco~ding to place of birth
and pluce o enumeratione The princlple is that if 100,000
persons are stated to have been borm lu a particulur Jistrict
bt only 90,000 are enpurcruteld there, then Lhore has been

14 Censua eport, sarawnk, 1960s pe 3%e

«Oe



an outemigration of 10,000 persons, or ten percent of

those born there and who are still alive.

V | - The figures glven in toble 1.4 show that a large
"majority of the people of Sarawak live in their place of
birthe This 13 to be expected in a country such as Sarawak
where the population 13 still in the subsistences economy,
where family ties or tribal relationships arve still strong,
and where opportunities for amployment are still ver{ 1im
ted. The figures do mot show whether the migration is
temporary or permanent because the census 1s a photograph
of the population on a particular 4ay. Further, there ia
no record at all of people who have wigrated and have since
died., Nevertheless, the inforrution tabulated gives some
indication of the moverents of the population within the
country. ‘ , '

Jeveral points can be noted from the table.
Firstly, there 1s a trend of movement among the indigenous
people away from the Second Division and the Third Division
tcwards the Pourth Division and the Fifth Division. There
is olso another stream of smaller magnitude goimg to the
i Pirgt Division. The census report shows that ip-migraonts
4 to the Pirst Division come from the Second Division, while
%, the Fourth and the Fifth Divisions also draw o' the Second
+ and cn the Third Divisions, Thus from Simangg -~ in the
Second Division the lartest pumber of cat-migrunts have gone
to Eiri in the Pourth Division and the next largest to Baram,
also in the Fourth Division., Out-migrants from the same
district have ulso gone to Limbaong in the Fifth Division,
From 3ibu in the Third Division, the largest number of oute
migrints hos gone to Dintulu and Baram, both are districts
in the Fourth Division.

- The main factor that influences the movement of
§* people from one district to another 1s econowmic. some have
" moved in order to take up jobs im the ollfield, some to
open up new land; others have moved in order to work in
e the bouxite mine at Lundu in the First Division, while
' others still have moved im order to work in sawemills, in
i estate or to develop the timber industry, Another factor
wi.ich has maode people move from one dlstrict tu another is
the war. This factor has much effect upon the internal
sovement of the Malays, Chinese and Melanaus because they
are coaostal and town dwellers. They were the pecple who
felt the weight of the upheaval of the Second Worla War.

The lurge pumber of im-migrants among the indi-
genous people who moved into the Fourth Division is largely
due to the movement of Sea Dayaks into Miri in search of
employment at the Mirl Oil-field. This large movement of

- 10 -



§Bea Dayaks 13 to be expected as they are a peopls who are
‘accustomed to wandering and uigratin;.

| Secondly, the movement of Chineae 1s slightly
different from thai of the indigenous people. The Chinese
‘tend to move out of the First Division and the Third Divie
sion into the remaining divisions. Wwhereas there 15 a
nat loss of migrants in the Second Division among the ine
digenous people there 15 a net guin among the Chinese,

The moverent out of the rirgt ngisian is partly because
of the war., The areas which were padly affected by the
ogcupation and the res@ccup.tion were Bau and Kuching.

In sammar{ there has becn soxe 1nternal migro-
tion at divisional level, The clearest general movement
among the indigenous people is one of leaving the Second
and the Third Divisions and going to the Fourth and the
Fifth Divisions., Among the Chinese the genersl movement
is one of leaving the Third and the 3econd Divisions and
gcing to the Fourth and Fifth Divisions,

«1lle
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- The reader 1s aware that Sarawak is the home

‘of mni races. Of the immigrants who have experimented
~with living in Sargwak in the last century some have
~stayed and sowe have left again. Immigration at the

_ ports of Sarawak 1s, and has been, controlled in accor-

~ dance with the policy in force rrou time to time, although
~unauthorized immigration over the long land horder with
Indonesia 18 possible,

It has been estimnted that from 1930 to 1947
immigration accounted for about 5,000 persons. From
1948 to mid=1960 the reported exeass of immigration over
~emigration, shown in table 1.5 was 10,088 persons, This
repregents about 1.8 percent of the 154? census population.
A large mumber of 1llegal ismigrants would rnot bs possible
since in a thinly populat®d country like Sarawak they
aould be aasily spotted. However a good opportunity for
a few determined persons to get across the border existed,
especially when the economic conditions were favourable.

CHINESE HIGRATION

Contact between Dornee and China is of many
centuries? stunding, since there has been early trade
between the two countries. Whether there has been early
settlement or not is not very certain. Ko indication of
it exists on the present landscape. However, the first
Chinese settlement within recorded Sarawak histor was
at Bau where they were already well established wheﬂ James
Brooke arrived in 1839,

is law and order was restored in the eountry
by the Brooke administration, the number of Chinese irmi-
grants began to imcrease, especlally when there was a
definite demand for Chinese settlers. Their influence
grew very quickly as thc{ had the capacity for hard work
and also as they were well endowed with business acumen,

In 1877 it was thought that the Chinese numbered
7,000 in the state, which was not as lnrge as at present.
In 1909 an estimate gave a figure of 45,000, After this
date immigration was great at times par%icnlarlg before
the de{reasisn of the 1930's. Large groups of Chinese
~ from Singapore and China migrated to the eountry in nrder
to augmsnt the ﬁuabers of the early settlers. :

| Duriag the slu perieds 1mmigrntioa restrictian

' had to be imposed. Many Chinese were repatriated and
“1ndeed during the slunp periods the nnmbar of emigrants:




keeeded that of immigrants. This system of fmmigration
nt on for some time until 1935 when conditioms begem
improve, Thus between 1935 and 1939 the number of
migrants again exceeded the number of emigrants by
.gg' persons, The war brought immigration to a halt,
ére was neither incentive ncr means for fregh ilzmigrants
te goln entry into Barowak, After the war, immigration
strictlons were Conslderably tightened because the
1liticnl 11tuation Jdevonded & new policy towards imrigras
B20f0ie

OTHER WIGHATION

The population of immigrunt sto(kxs, other than
e Chinesey, 1s very srull in pumber, Tiey cume from
as lar as India, Ceylon, Pakistan und the various parts
of Indonesia, Although Sarawak has a long land boundary
with Indonesia, very tew Inlonesiuns are found in Sarawak.
- Table 1.8 shows the excess of imrigrants over erigrants
- betaeen 1248 ani 1960 woo only 300 persons among otherg
and 1,300 smong Europenny, o

TasLE 146

s*w.ny o8 IWIL 4. TI0N e E"IGRATIO‘

W o Mide ]‘?60

' Entered Left ~ Balance Percentage

 SaWAwaK 122,633 112,645 10,088  100.0
| Indigencus 16,256 = 15,627 728 7.8
Chinese 74,806 67,027 7,779  T7.1
. Duropesn 23,517 22,241 1,276  13.6
Othcrs 8,055‘ 3 ,7,760'  306 R 3.0

~ Table 1.5 shows & surmary of irmigration ond
enlgration for the perliod from 184& to June 1960. It is
clewr from this that immigration is unimportont in the
intercensal growth of the popul:tion of Sarawak. Indeed
- the postwar growth in the population is 1ittle influenced
by this factor. The tuble shows a net balance of 10,000
immigrents during the intercensal periocd which 1s about
? por gent of the populrtion counted in 1947, Of these
77 por cent ware Chinese, 13 per cent Ruropeans and only




7,porcent 1ndlgenous or. leaa than 000 persons. zha
reason for this of course lies in tﬁe strict control
~over imnigration exercised by the cho mmt since the
xend of the war, |

Iv, naﬁnur’z) |
TACLE 1.6

CHILDeWO¥ 4N RATIO BY RACE, 1960

. Female Number of

Race  Popmlation = Childrem = Child-woman

L | _Aged 15249 Aged Qe Aé - Ratio
| Malay 23,014  743.8
| velanm 7,008  ema
' sea Dayak 38,220  661.4

~ Land Dayak 11,061  819,0
~ ' Other Indie | o o
~ genous | 8,912 . 6,880 ~ 738,.3
| Chinese 43,056 3,580 ' 900.7
Others 1,605 1,33 | 865.5
 Total - 169,304 127,903 75504 |
“'mzzaaaswzs%zaza:umctzmwcsmaem 88—.&388383”‘

~ The above tnble ahews the distribution of
childewoman ratic by race, It is a ratlio of children
aged O to 4 years to 1,000 women of childy bearing age
15 to 49 years, To some extent this measures the lev i
of fertility of women in a gountry. For a country-like
sgrawak, where population statistics sre far from ades
quate the childewoman ratlo 13 one of the best, if not
the best, measure of fertility, for it can be easily
calculated rrom the census datae. ,

The overall ratio for nurawak ia 1960 was. 755,
‘~ch11drau agcd O te 4 years to 1,000 wouan of childe
‘bearing age. A ocomparigom ef the ratio among all races

~ 1n BaraWak ahoua that the indigeﬂoaa pnaples have tho 3

;;  a115J* k~ T




st child-womes ratios, particularly amoag Melonous \
8ea Dayaks. Of the indigenmous peoples the Lend Dayaks
~the highest ratic, followed by the Msleys. Is fact
child-women ratiocs of the indigenocus wflu ars all
the average. This is sijsnificent for it detervines
future trend of the racial compogition of the country.
b Chinegse have the hijhest ratic of children aged O to
1,000 mothers, indicating thnt the fertility of the
nese is highest. This seans that the Chimese popule-
Aol will ilancreasse at a such faster rate than the other
tial groups. These differences im the fertility level
he various races cor only be explained im cultural
erms, The indigemous neoples, with the exeptiom of the
‘Sslays, are oulturally iacuward. Kost of them would pro-
ably be iliiterate and thelr living conditions would also
B poor. Coesequently the general health comditioms would
8lso be poor. Unlike the iniigemnous peop. ¢g, the Chinege
‘are culturally more advenced and their living conditions
‘®ould in general be far better than those experienced by
the indigenous. Consequently their chances of preventing
dnfentile deaths would be greates than the indigemous peo-
‘ples. Living =ainly in the town as shopkeepers, artisans
and governrent clerks they are presurably move l’ianlthy.
They would be able to make use of gm&mt, hospitale
more frequently than the rural indigemcus. However, it
might be expected that the fertility of the indigenous
‘poople would increese with increasing soclal services and
better education which 1s today universal for the young

TAILE 1.7
THE G:N:HAL FEHTILITY RATIOS, DY HACE, 1960

~ Perale Popule-

Race ‘tiom aged 16~490 Dirths  G.F.R.

2

Ealay 30,948 4,312 138.3
Melaneu 11,081 ~ 766  €9.0
cea Deyak 58,206 - 2,868 '38.2
Land Deyak 13,506 2,068  152.9
~ Other Indigeaous .- Gl - - -
~ Chinese 43,956 B4l 191.4
__Others 1,606 1,088 6.3

Total 160,32 18,851  117.5




. Table 1.7 shows the generral fertility ratios
for the various races in sarawnk. Theve is some doubt
concemning these ratlios ror the registration system
n Sarawak ls favr from complete, The Registrar Genoral
‘reports in 1961 that many births and deaths were still
anreported, This s-ery to be poarticularly so emong the
Belanaus and Sen Daynks, S ST e IR R

‘ These differances in genernl way be said to
epresont cortaln extrermes of 1iving comditions, social
environrent and economis nctivity of the vorfous racial
gowponcnts, There are meny culturnl differences among
‘the heterogenesus poprlstion of Sarmwak ond thrae d1iffe-
‘renges probably influence the nnttevns of furtility
among them,

. ‘The genarsl fertility rateyfpﬁrthgkchinqse is
191 births to 1,000 m=thers whizh is 'high' by world
standard, - o :

V. FONLIGE DOWN POPUL.TIOR

| . TaBLE 1.8 |
IuE ISTRICUTION of -y POPUL,TIOR UBY PL.CE OF

Ruce : Sarueak Jorn Poreign Jown

¥nlay | | 9844 1.6
¥elanau o 09,8 | 0e2
Sea Dayak | : 99,6 0.4
Lund Dayak | 808 Oel
Other Indiyenous | 9lel Ee®
Chinsage | 796 2004
Othera | ;‘ 65.3 o 3407

aLlL RaCis o _92.4 746

e o



| ‘The total mumber of persons who stated that
ey were born in Sarawak was GEE,288 or 9R.4 per cent
f the totsl population., Since about 32 per cent of the
g:pulaticn is nome indigenous but only 7.5 per cent were
ra outszide Sarawak 1t follows that some threesquarters
f the i-rigrant comunities were born within the country,
Por a thinly populntcd~and:tilldcvalopiui.cahatry‘this
indicates o satisfactory state of affeivrs in thet a large
roportion of the immigrent psaplasnrescttllni down in
e country permgnently. Although lerge scale 1mmigration
ame to & halt aleost R6 y-ors ago, during that period o
here hng been no himdrance on the port of Sarewck to the
return of immigronts to their motherlands, |

The table shows that very swall numbews inc »d
of the native peoples were borm outside Sarawak, Of che
most irportsnt iveigront group, the Chinesge, 79 per cent
~declared therselves na locelly bora, of whom 78 per cent
“were mrles ond 81 por cent were fewgles, Of the swall
_cvauf of others 65 per gent clalwed Sarawek birth, For
- the indigenous races the Tigures leave 1little voom for
" error but for the immigrant groups there 1s. It is

" possible to imagine thet the imwigrants might well think
 that their position in the country would be stronger by
 egtablishing Seorawak birth, Kevertheless, the extent of
‘inaccuracy in these figures is likely to &a srall.

: Oof the 507,262 indigenous persons in Sarawak
6,63t were foreign borm, of whom rather more than half

‘were born in Indonesiaj they are mostly other Indigerous,

‘followed by the sea Dayaks and then by some Maloye., One

~ thousand eight hundred persons were boran in Jrunei, about

twoe thirds of whom being Wolays. 604 persons claimed Sabah

_ birthe Whotever movement 13 recorded betwcen Sarawak and

- 41ts neighbours is probably due im part to an influx of

~labour since the war to work at the oilfield in Miri,

f?,ia,*:
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= | Ore of the remlts of aigntlea 1: the boton-
jpaeity of race eomposition. In exemining the race com
‘position 1t 1s convenient to group the races into ewen
major cowponents, vis. Halays, ¥elemous, Sea Dayaks,
Day aks, Other Iaélgaaﬁua Chinegse and Others, %todly
this sovoa-rals divisioa iz not absolutely perfect but it
‘18 fairly satiasfactory for purposes of gstudylag the deamo-
'g?aﬁzie e}mrsataﬂstms of the w=ajor races in Jarawok,

The diversity of races tends o pm@eﬂ» probleomg
ef far-reaching effects in the political, econosic ond
gsoclal framework of the conntry., 70 thc dexographer this
racial diversity offers interegting contrasts and vast
seope for regearch, The ruces are kamown to differ in their
sex- age strusture, educotional cewposition, levels of fer-
tility and w?tality and economic characteristics,

The term Other Indigencus is uzed for census pure
gsu to include a nuwber of sweller tribes comprising the
sayehs, Kayans, Kedoyans, Keledits, Kny.hat Wimts,
Punans ¢ and Others. u clnuu'iod under ‘'Others’ 10-
clude Indions, Pakistenls, Ceylonese, Indoneiians and Ruro-
peans wh ch suin ineluda Purasians.

Although the relative position of each race to
the total popul.tion has nct chwe ed until 1660, this 1a
not likely to rerain so for long alnce the lwais of fere
tility and mortality and the sex- age dtruecture gre diffe-
rent for all the races.

TABLE 2.1
PilCrATaby DioTHILUTIOR O POSULATION DY HACKE
190 - 19

Hace 1939 1047 1860
¥elanau 7.8 6.5 6.0
Sea Dayak 34.2 34.8 3.9
Land Dayak 7.6 77 7«7
Other Indigenous 5.6 6.5 S.1
Chiﬁﬁaﬂ C o 2De2 L 26.6 : 3008
Others . . XY | 1.0 .1
All Roces 100.‘ C - 100,0  100.0

*The only monodic trl e 1n sarnwak. Because of this
they create quite a provlem in census-enurerations.



oo Table 2.1 shows the percentage e
the population of Sarawak by racafcr“ﬂxadu::ihil;gn of
mﬂ“id D60, Some changes have occured {: the raclal
'k”:fa tion of the population as con be seen in the above
~ table, The overall percentage of the indigenous popula-
faos has b"‘f“”“”‘“"“‘lé reduced dus to the increase

in the percentage of the Chinese population. The high
percentage of the Chinese population in 1939 was malnly
due to net immigration * but the increase in the percene
tage in 1947 ond 1960 ®as by far due to natural increase,

In 1838, the indigencus races together formed
about 74 per cent of the total population; but by 1960
‘the*;‘j:mla_‘_ve;pﬁmmrthn has been reduced go 68 psrcent,

- In contrast to this decreasing trend of the indigenous
races, the zmportionj of the Chinese has increased from

25 percent in 1939 to 31 per cent in 1960, thus forming
sbout one=-third of the total populstion. The relative
position of the largest racial gmup, the Sea Dayaks,

has been reduced quite substantlally from its position
in 1939, but mot as considerable for the other indigenous

raceg, It can be seen that the posgition of the Land Dayaks
has isereased slightly from that in 193. This is because
the rate of increase for the Land Dayaks 1s relatively

higher than those of the Other indigenous races.

. 0f the seven component races which make up the
population of Sarawak the two most important races pumes
rically are then the 8ea Dayaks and the Chinesei and to
a lesser degree the Malays. With regard to soc al and
econemic charscteristics, however, the Chiness and the
Molays are the most h?ortmt and to a lesser extent the
Melaneus, The 'Others' are also very importunt with
regpect to soclal and economic characteristica although

they are sumerically unimportant,

| . ht | 1‘13,‘“1@'“”@@’ 1936 - 193 vas 19,000 persons.

- 20~



1947

 Male

1960

'p;;J “*‘ffff*‘f ,“‘*°'

i ialanah-* 7.4
sca Bayak
Lm quak

Other Indiges{" L
Cmows 15, 006

81,32
3,519

94,232

chiaese
Others

21,032

Pemale

18,120
96,004

14,771

63,766

Number
63,430
- 21,837
117,478
21,163

28,451

19,735
120,369
2,201

4,546

_Female

22,824

120,263

29,168

18,196
108,785

3,577

281,170

285,215

i 375,345

, 17.2
 Melanam 6.2
fseéna:&k, - 335
Land Dayak 7.6

_ Other Indiges |

| , Chimess 28.9
: jﬂth‘“» S 1.2

Percentage

18.5
6.8
36.2
8.0

5.6
24.0
09

16.9
5.8
31.2
7.6

6.3
32.0
1.2

17 .8
6.2
32.6
7.9

4.9

20 .5
1.0

R . PP UpRHEIRVE EOR

m 'nama S 100.0.

. ﬂloo.o_

, '10050‘

~100.0

[0 S

| Rmial dist?ibutlan ‘by sex is shou?n 1!: table
.8. ma mst strikiag faature is the increase in




proportion of the Chinese of both sexe respon-
Oporiion ol the Lhinese of | s, and the co
ding dearease 1 proportion of the Indigenous races exeept
n ’t:=1!:!9lﬂlﬂt1¢=~ﬂnonz Land Doyoks. Of the mole
ggp:la‘ ion in 1947 the imdigenous races together fovmed
o s.rs ”:tmiﬂ 1960 this percentage has dropped to
56.8, Simllarly, in the female population the indigenous
races together formed about 75 per cent in 1947 and 69.5
per gent im 1960, 1In contrrgt, the proportion of the
Chinese males has increased from 28,9 per cent im 1947 to
32 per cent 1mn 1960, ond the proportion of the Chimese
females has inereased from 24 per cent in 1947 te 29.5
per gent in 1960. This astriking proportional changes
between the Chimese on the one hand and the indigenous races
on the other 18 due to differences in the levels of fertis
lity and mortality., Judging from these figures the popue
lation composition will change in favour of the immigrant
races. , | |

) Parther exaomination of the table shows that the
sumber of Chinese males has surpassed that of the Sea Dayak
males. Thus sumerically the Chinese mnles were 81,400 im
1947 or 29 per cent and 120,400 in 1960 or 32 per csnt.
In contrast the 8ea Dayak males numbered ©4,200 in 19047 or
33,5 per gent and 117,500 in 1960 er 31 per cent. Agoin
the growth ia the fewale population between the Chinese and
the Sea Dayak is of great contrast. Detween 1947 and 1960,
the Sea Dayak females increased by only 24,200 persons but
{n the Chinese females the increase has been 46,000, The
important point to remewber im this cass is the difference
in the rate of natural increase of both these races,.

II. GEFOCRAPHICAL »ISTHISUTION
TABLE 2.3

PERC XN TAGE DISTRIJUTIOR Of POPULATION BY DIVISIOR
1947 - 1960

am: ative |
S ag  we

33.3

. First Divigion = 14.7

 Second Divislon  17.0
 Third Division ,‘ 35.9 35.1
 Pourth Diviston 11.6 130
pifth Diviston 40 3.9

B
i

o 100.0 10040
S *ﬁgshagggztxxamwﬁﬁmuﬁﬁﬁwwwm




" The distritution el -
trative divisions h.:"ﬁﬁ: z,f I:"u:‘i"’mwlntmn in adminise
This 13 more partionlarly so in the évm AT a0 1960,
Pourth Divisises. While some divisions have sxperience
Tat increase in population relative to the total popa

ati?."':ﬁm have suffered a de:rease. ‘m Lad oy
The First Division nn inoreased from 31 f’ P et %

Rt ot 21 B, St i b o™
Divisions :‘: ia Pmnrgicnﬁwa:frem :tggntg': thu:
the proportien in the Second Division has decrensed from
17 per ceat to 14,7 per ceat, thot in the Third Divisic
from 36 por cemt to 35 per cent; snd that in the PIfth
Division from 4 per ceat to 3.9 per cent. The reason
behind these propertional changes in the population lies
in the exteat to which mnmﬁ migration has takem place
during the iatercensal pericd. The malm reason which makes
people move from one district to another is ecomomic and
educational. Becsuse of this, the section of population
fiovelved is nsually among those in the schoeling-ages aad
those in the workimg-ages, who are wswally males., Those
in the scheoling-eges usually move from the raral areas
31 :l:a towns shere better educotiomal focilities are avall-
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| | The distribution of the variou: L L
1n enoh division vartes a grost deul. ~fells 2.4 shows the
division 'in 1960, on of the popu *lfsft;iaa by edministrative
~ In the Pirst Division the population is lurgel
of Chinese, ¥slays and Land Dayuks. P There 1?&:01:;?5‘1’
complete absence of Other Indigenous peoples. The total
percentage of the population in this division who ore of
iuigmt gtfogkj',»eis mre th:on 40 per cent, ralnly Chinese.

CoE T S Racial distribution in the second Division is
again unequal, About twowthirds of total population in
the sescond Division are sSea Daysks smd almost oneequarter
sre Naleys, EKore than 11 per cent are of irmigrant stock
wainly Chinese. The Third Divisisn is the firat steonghold
of the Melesmams although proportionally they form only 14
per cent of the total populution. The only racial groups
which are im the majority in the Third Division are the Sea
Dayaks snd Chinese, , |

- . Yhe firgt point to be noted in the Fourth Divie
sios is the relative incrense in the percentage of the
Other Indigemous people., HMore than one-fifth of the total
pepuletion in the Fourth Division is made up of the Other
Indigenous group, one-third of thewm are dea Dayaks and one=
guarter Chinese, Naluys and Other Indigenous pecple are in
the clear majority in the Fifth Division, the two together
form 76 per cent of the total population,

TAILE 2.5

»«mmrwn DISTRIJUTION OF POPULATION 3Y
 TADWIFISTRATIVE DIVISION aKu HaCE, 1960

T 1gt Di~ 2nd Die 3rd Di- 4th Die 5th vle
wision vision vision vision vision Total

 Nalay | . B8.3  20.4 Pe? 9.0 8.6  100,0
Melssam 0.7 0.2 840 14 6.1  100.0
gem Dayak  Bed  E9.7 47,0 134 1.5 100.0
' Lend Dayak 98,0 0.2 04 Ok O 1000

Other Indi»
~ genous Oud - ¢

148 859 389 1000
Chinese ;,;,49.5 ks s.sﬁ | 40.4 106 1.3  100.0

. others 68,9 2.8 87 151 6 1100,0




- ‘ dlatri bution of ea |
nity by administrative diviston. rors than noreo o ora
Halay population im Saramak are found im the First Division
and amother one-fifth in the sexoni Division., The othem
three divisions contain about 9 prr cont each. The Melanaus
are heavily concentrated in the Third Divi sion, where 85
per gent of them live, The rest of them nre wmainly found
in the Pourth Division. The distribution of the Bea Dayaks
is more widespread then the Nelsneus. They are to be found
order, Lend Dayoks are the most iILudistribute&,poaplg
among all the races of Serawakj for 98 per sent of them
are in the Firgt Division and almost none of them are to be
found in the Pifth Division, ‘The 1960 census records only
18 persons who are Land iayoks in the rifth Division, |

!ahle‘z.s;shgts the

. Other Indigenous people, comprising Kenyahs, '
Kayans, Bisayehs, Kedayans, Muruts, Yenam and others, are
not as 111¢di$t?ibateﬂvas the Land Dayaks. The table
shows that about 58 per cent of them live in the Fourth
Divigion, about 29 per cent in the Firfth Division and 15
per gent in the Third Division. Only 16 p.rsons wrre
enumerated ian the Second Division in 19860,

| - The Chinese ave mainly found in the Pirst and
the Third Divisions, the ar~as with the two largast towns
of Sarawak, Knching and sibu, BMore than 82 per cent of
them live im the two divisions,

Of the group called 'Others' in the table, come
prising Buropeans, Burasians, Indlrns, Pakistanis, Ceylonese
and Indonesieans, nearly 70 per ceat 1lve in the :1=st Divie
sion, About 15 per cent of them are to be found in the
Fourth Division,



o CHAPTKR THKLE

& stady of the age structure of the populatios
of Saerawak can best be wade in terrs of five b{-’ggg,l::?'
groups. Unlike wany other countries, Sarawek lacks
populstion statistics, and for this rengon it is not
P°"i.1"t°>‘“k"‘~'t“d{ of the trend in age stwucture of
the population, Here it 13 only possihle to make a coms
parison between the 1947 sge structure and the 1960 age
struoture as givem in the 1960 Cen. g Report,

o In table 3.1, which shows the distribution of
th’f#&?*lﬁﬁﬁeﬁ?§y~hraa§ age groups, it is to be noted that
there has been a considerable change in the age structure
0‘;’ g‘re&mmatm since 1947. The table shows plainly
that the | .

TABLE 3.1

PERCINTAGE I 5TRIDUTTON
~ DL AGE, 1947-]

Or POPUL TION
YA j,;,'f‘fr ” ’

- 60 and Over 279 . 5.2

emlntion i3 on the young side. The mumber of children
PP pears 1s woll over half the number aged 5 to 14 in
1960.” 4 very high proportion of the population 1s under
15 vears of oge. This in 1960 the proportion of children

Sed O to 14 was 44.5 per cent as against 39.5 per cent
in 1947, This high proportion of children to the toril
A tan ts attpibutable to the high rate of natural
,{ggﬁlﬂtisgaiga?giiigiﬁﬁ the trend since the end of the



iaPe mm“the Ml\ber or child r‘en‘ 1 | , S
128 o hety) eohool Burden to curry nd mist look forward
the mm“& i fl'l,e nhxrbf;,m, of \Pwplar"saek'mg , j_f)be 1n

.. Over the age of 45 the numbers decrease rapld
thus 18 1960 omly 16 per ccnt were nged 45 ond g:eramlh
only 5.2 per cent were gzed 60 and over, whereas in 1947
15:5 par cent were aged 45 and over and only 5.1 per gent
aged 60 amd over. sarawak his then a largs oumber of
children but sot mamy old people, which moons that the -
E)mb‘-mﬁr 91d “‘ 13 not vary i*TpQ“t,“ﬁt as ngPam to
rost advenced sountries.

A comparigon of the age structure of the popu-
lotion of Saremak with those of other countries will be
of great imterost. The age structure of Garawak i3 very
similar to that of its neighiours. The proportion of
childrea to the total populustion inm Japan was 33 per cent
in 1956 and 69 per cent were in the working age group,

15 to 890. Amstralia has even fewer children than Sarawak
and 88 per cent were in the working age group but there
is wmarked increase in the proportion of vli people as
compared teo Sarawak. The United Kingdow has about holf
the proportion of children of Sarawak, but it has three
tizes as memy o0ld people and quite a {ot more 1n the WO TR
ing e |

TAIJLY 3.2

. PFRCBNTAGE DILTRIZUTION Gr POPUL.TION OF
'$ELECTED COUNTRItS 3Y THREE DHOAD AGRE GROUPS

. - - 60. ; ’ & ",
sarawek (1860) 44.5 50.3 8.2  100.0
Ph1lippines (1966) 441 513 46 100.0
ralwan (1086)  4se sl 4.0 100.0

Japan (1956) . 3e.8  69.0 8.2 10040
sustralia (1966) 23

£8.3  12.4  100.0
United Kingdom (1956) 231 605 164 309




~ age groupe 80 compared with athav'cuuﬁt AR r
giv’ry‘hi‘ pvgportiou;af;chilﬁfan'ahd‘v:%;slss‘;:ggozf‘

cion of old pesple, Thus it son be rrnerglized that the

papulnglen of Savawak will inerecss »apidly in the future.

E The preportion of old people has rermained the
some for 1947 and 1960; but in 1947 the mumber ofdchild-
ren was considerably fewer ond the number in the working
oges considerably more thun those of 1960. This is evie
dence to ehow that the populntion c¢f Sarawnk will increase
rore rapidly than in the prst becouse the country now has
n greater proportion of children who will, in time, mavey
nnd have g¢hildren of their own, | |

. The gubsgtn.ilnl incrense in the proportion of
population in the youny st age group O to 1 18 no doubt
the wesult of vising erude hirth rates and to a linited
degree of the decline in wortallity; but no vitol stotise
tios will confirr this since vital stntistics registration

is still far from complete,

. 'The increasgse in the gecond age group 5 to 14 was
not 80 pronounced, 7This age group conslst of children of
schoolegoing age. In terms of fertility, mmployment and
migration, the third oge freup 16 to 44 constitutes the
important and asctive section o%‘tha population, while the
next group 46-85) refers msre or less to moture persons of
working age and those past the prime of their reproduction
1ife, The falls in these two groups in terms of g;aportlon
are the regult of t:o fnctgrs. tOn th°t°2§ hand, there s
the growing prepertionate importance at the young age
gvu‘it*aaé‘eaitzz'otk-r there is a contimuous diminution
of immigration to a megligible level sinae the War,

The implication underlying all these changes in
the population structure is that a smaller proportion ef
wo g-age persons would be bearing the burden of supports
ing an inereasing propertion of young dependents.
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e wn o TR® 80 Structure of the different wl
Zoke Up the population of Sarawak 13 shown in tante 3o
hamﬂtmtstwdmgfaatﬂn‘e 13 the W?kablﬁ f}ham Of
thOChiﬁe“ age structure, In the youngest age gromp
O to 4, the ﬁ?°P°VtiGﬂ,Of“the¢Ch1nasu'1319§agt the same
k"ftbQ"Pth9?§ﬂaqt**ﬁfthafﬁﬁxtfaéﬁrgrmup75ftogl4sa very
aueh larger proportion 13 belng recoried for the Chinese
Sea opared tc other races, the lowest being among the
dea Dayaks, = This wnusual fijure suggests a high ourrent
rate of lncrsase for the Chinese, Howewer, this high

‘praportion 1a tha ose group 5 to 14 1s compensatsd by a
iower preportion of people nsed 16 to 44 und also by a
proportion of old people which is rather loser then the
~average for the country, The large “mlge in ths & to 14
age group together with the aversge proportion in the
youngest age group seems to suggest that the recemt =
- -gromth.af_the whole population took efrsct rather earlier

a the Chinese popuiativu ihwaa in the others, The Land
Dayeks shew a rather high provortion ol pergons under 185
years of age and a very srall proportion in the old age
group 60 and over, |

N The 1960 Ceasuy deport yives a comparison of
the age 6istq§hﬁtiaa'of the three wajor races, the Hulay,
the Sees Dayak end the Chiness, for the years 1947 and
1980, The teble is reproduced in the following table 3.4
for the purpose of studying the changes in age structures
of these races, | |

IAm.n 3.4

'k :,j;;gAOEj0,$R1uUtIQ§ 0?,THB,POPuL&TIOﬁ
© TTBY THH.E WAIOR iaAGEo, 1947 e 1960

B Halay sea Dayak Chinece
1947 1960 1947 1960 1947 1960

Oe 4 14.7 178 13,82 16,6  16.0  17.3
614  26.1 26,6 227 23,2 2.4 33.0
15-44  45.1 42,0 46,2 43.5 421 36
45 -8 B9 BB 1L 10,3 9.8 10.]

S sz 47 61 66 37 4b




o The flrst pofnt to be notiseg tn re e
that all the three "chaﬁhﬁi&ﬁ~Inﬁ;aaseni;hfhgagi;n;:- X

fpcond feature revesled by the tele §: prat ol the

three rajor races show conslderi:le aropowtional change
ino211 the five age y~oups. Tnf: 1;,ex§1a1neaby the
1"!3?3‘38’0 ‘f_i.!‘,!f :tha_finiumbrfgv ST anlidren 23 polnted Sut. um?ﬁ“
The three races were selcate) nesmize tne choies Hoons
age stricture of these = seg apneoxirate to the chaage

for thQTVhﬁlg populntion < Tire chiliren, & smeller
propertion aged 15 to 44 sonrs, ani excapt “or the Chinese,
fewsr people over {5 years nf nges The incweage in the
fumber of Chinese a.ed 45 :ni ver 15 Likely to ba due

to a number of imrigranis in the community; when irmie
grants come they are usuclly in the #ovrking ages o that
any considerable numier: o then wiil distort the ponulge
'tiﬁﬂﬂdiﬁtﬂibutlsﬂ until they have »een in the aountry long
anough for the population o he balunced azain by the

usual pumber of old pesnle :n3 Mildren, a rrozess which
tokes place a lons time, The recent increase in the pwow
portion of old Chinege peaple in’fcote: thaot this procesgs is

taking place,

| The increused provortion 0. children under 15
years of age is very rmarved in ull the three ruces « from
4048 to 44.4 per cent for Malays, from 35,9 to 39.7 per
cent for Sea Dayoks and from 44.4 ver cent to 50.3 per
cent for Chinese. Throughout the country the nroportion
of 0ld people has risen very slightly but among Malauys
this proportion appears to hiave fallen e a point which
may be misleading and ray ¢~raps be explained by more
aceurate age reporting in 1000, This 1g a tendency which
will become less as education improves cnid th- concept
of ege becomes more widely known,



. Age  Helays  Chiness rs
RS R fat ' ' Others
..Oroup Urbam Rural Urban  Rural Urban  Bural

Oed4 187 17.6 15,5 18,1 15.4  17.0
R -2»;.4 - ffga‘e’ - 28,7 ' 31,3 33,8 23,1  24.2
16«44 41,2 42,1 3,0 33,4 48,4 j 3.1
§535595: _]3§8  Be8 ﬁ ‘868 | 10,1 % Sed ? 8.9
69 §5¢ o | i . E : o
_over 4,8 48 48 46 27 BB
A1l Ages 100.0 i00,6 10C.¢ 100:.C 100,0 100.0

- . . Deing an under developed country, Sarowak has
a small urbas populution., UMost of the population ars rural,
Of the total populution of 744,529 ggrsona only 111,787
persong or 16 per cent are urban. e process of urbenize-
tion i1s closely related to the process of industrialigation
of whioh Sarawak 1s still buckward. This process will have
to t ake some time for there 13 vast room for the development
of natural resources in the primary sector. 4lso this pro-
cess 1s likely to be slow bec:-use or the smallness ol the
population numbers in relction to the sige of the country

as well as in relation to the available wesources. Iiowever,
becaouse large proportions of the populatlon are in the young
age groups, the gquestion of »roviding i1uture e-ployment will
be quite a buwden to the government and it might well be
thct the government will pursue n policy of industerlalization,
which will theralore hasten the nencess of uroanization,

- ' The table shown ahove jlivas ihe ugeldiatributégn

£ the ation in urban s wall as in ruvral arens. e
giﬁﬁ?ﬁtiﬁﬁ“ira grouped under tirae hendin-s, Malays, Chinese,
and Others. This is because Chinese nnd ¥alanys ars  the two
m03* urbaniged population ol sarwek, with the excention of
other immigrants like Puroveans, Iuilans and i eylonese, 1t
135 to be observed th:t among ail ruces in sarswak, the pro-
portion of peopls in age gronp BU and over 1 the urbon |
sreas 1s smaller than ‘hot in the rural reas, This reflects
that the process of urbanization 1s n new cna.}‘lﬂ'ths age
group O - 4 the propertion of tie uvoen population usong
¥:lays is grester than that of th= mural population, but

e 33 e



this is msot so anbngyChineno and othe be
due to;t!;voj»_rggt;_thgt‘; in recent years Malays h:v'e %attmn
g::rﬁu::lif:int~ln:h xv::tar pace than the other races.
ould be very interestin € | ‘
: s statistive. dbating to compare this with future

.. In the age group 5 « 14 the proportion of Chinese
in both urben and rural aveas 1s mich grezter than the °
proportion of either Kalays or others, Probably this is
due to the fact that the period after the war saw an ine

crease in the fertility of Chinese women, -

o However, in the age group 15 - 44, the propor
tion of Chinese is such lower thaﬂpthe pvapévtisnpafpgithev
the Malays or others. The explanation may be found in the
procegs of migration from the rural to the urban areas
am!e'may: and others in search of employment. The proe
portion of children under 16 years of age in urban aveas

is highest among Chinese followed by Hzguys and others,
However, ia the working age groups, 16 = 59 the proportion
of Chinege in the urban aveas 1s iowest, to be followed by
¥alays and others,

In the Malay community the age structure in urban
and mural areas are very similar although in the towns
there are apparently slightly more people under the age of
44 ond slightly fewer over that age. DBut in the Chinese
community there is a marked difference between the figures
for urban and rural areas, urban areas having a considerably
spaller proportion of chiidren, considerably large propor
tion in the age group 156 to 59 and slightly fewer in the old

age g 60 and over., In the whole country 50.3 per cent
of the ese are sged under 151 in the urben areas the
proportion is 46.8 per cent and in the mural areas 52.0

per cent, At the same time the sex ratio in the rural areas
is worse than thot in the urban areas,



Ratio

0= 4 168 158 16,5 999 17.4 17.3 17.4 1,011

514 | 8.8 W2 1,038 26.9 2.8 26.1
15«44 40,7 40.2  11.3 1,010 40.5 38.6 = 42.5
46 -89 d8  10.4 BT 1,239 0.8 10,7 8.8

60 and | R % o
ove?ﬁ,;ﬁ§ ”f4§3 : 4.3 4.3 1,038 5.4 8.8 5.2

 ;§3 
By

all Ages 100.0 100.0 100.0 1,038 100,0 100.0 100.0

, Table 3,6 shows the distribution of the population
in urban and marsl areas by aig and sex, 1960. The propore
tion ef the total population in the age group O to 4 1s 16
per et irn the urban areas as compared to 17 prr cent in
the miral areas, However, the gex ratiocs show that in the
urban areag there i1s a nomal sex ratio between male ond
female but in the rural aveas there i3 an excess of ren over

wOomwren,

In the age group 5 - 14 the proportion of the total
population im urben areas is greater than that in wural areas
and the sex ratios are 1038 males per 1000 females in urban
areas end 1083 males and 1,000 females in the wural areas,

In the age group 15 - 47 the proportion of the
totsl population im urban areas is slightly greater than that
in wurnl areas. This might well pe the outcome of migration
from the rural to the urban areas, not only in search of
employment but also due to persons attending school as shown
also by the sex ratio, ‘Although this might be the case the
proportion of the population involved i3 very small-

‘ o | The ﬂﬁﬁltmct\ﬂ'@ is iillustmted grgp};ica?ytas
1ation pyramid. Age groups are arranged in sirala,
303&?’3‘&3“@, old age at the top. 4 pyramid con-



veys at a glange the en:ire ahrne | R
i t*so;shgnf,nny'grozg’i33a§éf§51?§e§h§u§g:a’:;§§fzf"
Past events (such as a war, anfampin oo U@ e 10] 0o :
migration), fluctuntiong i r;rtzz§$y°”1§;§cu,§§§°“t§':e re
t1ﬂ¢~,°”_§0"1deﬂpread omission of peéplé of some s oa
by the census snumen~ i ' wldale D88 group
7{1 g A8 Shumevation, It 1: the mogt widely used of
all graphic devices in population 1tudles, R
~ The ghape o th- pyramid of the 1ntion of
Sarawgk 1s typical of all ungemewtopadegggﬁiﬁf" ﬁ is
g?oaﬁ,atsthﬁ,bﬁstgrtapﬂving upward according to the past
numbers of births and deaths that have rorred 1t, This is
b&eaaaﬁ a large supply 9f 2hildren has heen added to the
ponulatiqn'ﬁaehryearo; This 13 porticulsrly teue since the
1950's as stown by the gge pyrawid, The affect of the
Jupanese eccoup. tion can only be seen slightly., It is not
30 prominent ns in zome countries of Burope, which wmeans
that the local populction did not lose as mich of its
numbers during the war as in sore other countries., Never
theless the war 412 btring about unstable family lives as
shown in the ege structure from the gee group 15 « 19 to
30 « 34, and even after the war, as shown by the age astmio-
ture in the age group 10 « 14, The future trend of the
age structure of the population of sarawak is likely to
be more "youthful™. Fven today the population is a *young?!
population as & greater proportion of it is concentrated
in the young ageeg ~oups,

Age statistics offer material thot 1 valuable
for many purpoies, not just for nnalysing growth and .
reproduction, aspects of age stwuctnu»e haove sore signirie
sance for mearly every type of populrtion stuiy, frem the
geneval state of health and mortulity, to marriuge pattems
and questions of caonpower ani dependency,
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e u:v;tnttbilhas nearly equal Ea#&av . ‘and
, and thia ahenld ha . et K L4 mbers of men
’zg:agzlana _1;§d:honld be reflected in census data, unless
, \lance 1s ~atnrhod~h;Hnigratioﬂ.';lithant‘ui;ratlea
the gex ratlie of a country's total population should be

close t» 1,000, Thus in Sarawak this i {

o by VU0 18 4N , } is ¢

1ndig§neps rgaos,u;ineo‘nigration,is of 115%?.’?§p§¥§ance
among them, But for the Chinese and Others, who constitute
the population of immigrent stocks the sex - |

R 1047 B 1960
Race — | T 8ex ' ‘ —gex
Male FPemale Ratio Male Fewale Ratlo

Malay 48,459 49,010 989 63,430 65,870 963
Melanau 17,440 18,120 962 21,837 22,824 957
Sea Dayai 94,232 96,004 981 117,478 120,263 977
Land Dayak 21,038 21,163 994 28,462 29,168 976

Other Indi= |
gonows 15,006 14,771 1,022 19,735 18,196 1,085

Chinese 81,32 63,766 1,276 120,369 108,785 1,106
Others 8,519 2,291 1,63 4,546 3,577 1,27
ALl Raocs 281,170 266,215 1,060 375,846 38,683 1,019

s~

. 4a pather abnormal. The term sex rutio 1s used here
ié“éi;:, the number of males per 1,000 females. Through
tims a slow sevement towards a more balanced sex ratlo
normally oecurréd. This process has taken place among the

sent towards @ mmai gex ratlio 1s rqthQP fast. This is

ment om e gration has ceased to be of any importance in

brond gﬁﬂﬁh of the pfogpulatiojﬂ since 194?, 50 that the in-r
crease is largely due to natural increases At the time o
thseoams By O the 1m1§1’&ﬂt3 had 18 yesars in which to

stabi;ige ¥hgmxa1vos.



o oo 38ble 3,7 shows that there has been an improve-
rent in the overall sex ratio sinze 1947, The primary
couse of this improverent i3y the {nfluance of the Chinese
community as the tsble inuicates. In the inilgenous
population there hus been a slight majority of ferales
as there was 1n 1947 and it is unlikely that the small
decrease in the sex ratio i3 of any signiiicance e 1t
could be due to 2,000 more males beiny abroad wo-king or
there might have been slight undereenumerution of girls
in 1947, This small preponderence of wowen iu found nlso
in the indigenous peoples of Sabah and Malaya. The number
of ’O‘thor!‘;,«h&t@o;"s;ml‘te‘biaf great importonce but
here agaim the motable improvement in the sex rotio indie
cates that a sestion of the populution i3 settling downy
among this group, wostly Indonesions and In:iuns, there
a=e NOW 13 men to every 10 w.wen, as aypinut 16 ren to
every 10 women in 1947,



cmm POUR

[aTUS ANO LIT HaCY WATSS |

Jimf ' 404 ».6 B.6 30.1 38.0 34.8
nwm | 88.7 88.4 B4.6 57.8 63.8 B86.3

Diversed 8.2 1.6 3.6 8.9 2.9 __2.3
Total © 700.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

‘gaﬂm status

- Table 4.1 shows the distribution of the popule-
tion eged 10 and over by sex and maritol status for 1947
and xﬁo 0. It 45 found that proportion of married persona
rigsen sinse 1547 while those of singles, widowed and
diverced persots heve decrensed. inere 1s o marked diffe-
ronge betwesn the preportions of single males and single
females, about 40 per cent of males being single and 30
por‘cu‘ of fomales. The actual cumbers as shown in the
cengus roport of married females ond mavried males Covres-
pend closely and what difference exists con be easlly
~xplained by plural marrigges and by husboends being oway
from sarewak for work, btut in the othor categories thers
is a great divergence between males und femoles. The
dhe:xmy makes o suspision of bias inevitable, HKlderly
unmerried womsn for imstamce would prefer to consider
themselves as widowed. In the single category it is to
be expdated that more males should remoin single than
fomnles as the oge of marricge for females 43 much earlier
than that for males. A ,
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o J0dl0 4.2 shows the dlstribution of the popu |
aged 10 sbd over by sex and muritel status in the mais resiel
group of Sarawek, 1960, Dy far the lnrgest proportion of
single Persods 13 among the Chinese; next in order came the
“zlays aad Land Bayaks while the srallest proportion of
single persoms 15 emcag the sea Dayaks. The factor of the
number Of ahildven iavolved is still present as these per
centages apply to the population sged 10 ond over, but 1t
seems likely nevertheless thot the Chinese warry rather later
than the Halays and comsiderably later than the Sea Dayaks,
"iage rotes are nearly the same for both

ation

are single., The marriage y
rales and femmlesy it is the rates for w{dowadf persons which
Jiffer greatly. Nearly 12 per cent of Sec Dayak women over

10 years of age are reported to be widowed and over 10 per cent
of Lend Dayaks, but only 7 per cent of Chinese, The propor-
tion of Chinese women reported as divorced 1s only 0.4 per cent.
Among Dayeks end Chinegse 8 to 10 per cent move of the rnles

are gsingle than femgles. In the ease o the Chinese the

reason i3 that there are more males than femnles in total,
while in the case of Dayaks the differerice lies in the much
larger proportion of women claiming to be widowed,

. TAZLE 4.3

PEX ,:y ACE D ﬂ TRIBOTION OF PO ;,;}' AT I08

B £
AGYD 10 YEARS AND QVER DY M. ITAL STA-

U8 AND AGE GWOUP, 1960

' Single Warrled Widowed Divorced

20«2 176 s 20 B3
Ve 3.0 /B 7.9 19,8

W0ed 1.3 20,8 16,8  15.3

20 » §O | - 0.3 . 11.9 - 24-5 | 11.2

70 and Over 0.3 2.2 3S 56

totel . 100,0 100,0 1000  100.0

e



of all perscas aged 10 and over by marital status in 10
year 8@ groups. In the single category more than threes
quarters of them are in the age group 10 to 19 yoars, refs
lecting the large number of children included in the age
10 to 14, Im the age group 20 to 29, the proportion of
single persons has decreased suidenly to 1€ per cent as
compared to the earlier 10 yeur age group, This indicates
that the rate °f;""""’”3’fh“ incrensed in the sge group
0-29, Indeed the modal age group in which the marrisge
rate has imcresmsed is the age group 30 to 3, The figures
show that 7€ per cent of the population who are married

are ia the age gro“w 80 to 49, the most reproductive period
in the life of men and women, but it is to be noted the
nroportion of divorced persons in the sawe age group is
ulso large, about €4 per cent of all persons reported as
jivorced. The modal age group in which divorced persons
a=e highest is R0 to 29, e o R

PERCIETAGZ DISTHIJUTIOR O POPUL.TION aLiD 10
EARS ARD BY ¢ ~

ACT. AND 1, 1ITal ,TalllS, 1960

warital _ Sea  Land JSHLT I
Status Malay ¥Yelanau Dayak Dayak genous Chinese Others

siagle .3 334 2504 347 79  46.6  36.6
Narried  B4.3 B6.8 627 B56.5 62,7 49.0 58.7
vldowed 6.6 B.4 7.6 Te2  Te2 48 44

Jivorced 1.8 2.4 4.3 1.6 2.8 05 1.6

Total  100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0

the aaD ﬁ;:slggaggh:r .‘I’:digemua, while the smallest ti’ |
among the Chinese. Correspondingly the smallest proport gg
umain'“'*'“ srgons occur among the Sea Dayaks and Other Indi-
enous while the largest is emong the Chinese, which ls mﬁ
'ﬁenan'f‘#“ﬁ”“W*igﬁy”bb“due,ta*the,fAQt,that;aany Ch1a§:§ are
ge’%ﬁ ﬁs@ reflects the fubure reproduc tive ‘bdm_? pm ;




| _-._7139*9?¢P0f*lbh70f'ma*rieé~sargo a hie R
‘the Jea Dayaks and Other Indigenous %ncasngﬂg'xgiﬂ?m '
the Chineses But it has been shown that the fertility of
the Chinese is far higher than thiut of tho indigenous roces.
Aﬂﬂiﬂﬁthi5 8°G8jtﬁ”B“Pp0?t7theVV1QS‘that[tha]Chineas‘will
gutnumber the Jea Dayaks in o ‘em ‘ears tire from the 1060

~_ About B per cent of the Chinese aged 10 ysars
and over weve widowed, the lowest aron; all the ruces in
Sarawak except the group of ‘Others’ the highest being
ﬁaOﬁg?thaflbfﬁﬂiaa;-~Pafhnp3'€h1i‘*erlact§'the'living
conditions experienced by the va-ious ricasy thus the
Chinese and Otherg hove hetter 1iving con?itisns than the
iniigenous races., SR

©  ~The rate ol divorce i3 hirhegt swong the jea
Dnvoke and lowest among the Chinese, Thi: mipht be on
irndication that Chinese rarrigges are more stnhle than
marriages emong other races,

II  LiTUPACY Raiis

PERCFRTAGE o

N LICGHATE 200UL4a IO
D 1060

LSTHIJUTION.

DX OLA,

1917 1960

" Male 26,1 3145

Pw'?emala | 6.4 15.9

 ‘fota1 1646 2543

able 4.5 shows the dlst=lbution os the pc

tion ha~iE::1I1%;ruta,«boﬁh male and [owale, 1947 and
1360, The talle indicates that there hag been an incease
In the number of literate psople. Tio 18 €7 00 ©7706Te
since more and more young childwen woul.! be a O e
Jl:%f.‘ﬁ o, Whersas im 1947 only 17 per cont Ol t 18 pop
Cion oged 10 and over were literate, in 1960 this has
iﬁc?ﬁﬂﬁeﬂ*tg3?§4p§#'Qﬁﬂt'"gJ v




__Purther examination of the table show 1ere
1s a difference between the literacy rates foo male o =
female. !§H833%71?§7v38 ryr cent of the males aged 10 and
over were literate and enly 6 per cent of the females aged
10 and over wevre literate, In 1860 this has changed. The
rate for males was 36 per cent and that for fernles was 16
per cent. This indicates also that the rate for females
has beea imareasing much faster than the wate for males.
Thus @ mch greater proportion of the population is 1ite-
rate now them 1947, end the improved liternay rate for
women 15 & noticeable feature in the above table, This goes
to prove that the school system hes managed to do consider
ably more tham merely keep pace with the growing population.

- In a developing country like Sarawak in which
both populatiom and literacy are inereansing rapidly it is
natural that literacy is much more widespread in the younger
yeargs. The following figures conform this statewent,

TALLE 4.6
LITERACY RATES DY AGH GHOUP, 1947 AND 1960

~ ,
G:gap 1947 1960

10,7 46.1
18.8 38.5
21.5 31.7
17.5 21.2
18.0 19.0
18.5 16.0
18.0 14.6
17.2 ~ 15.3

10 »
18 »
20 -
26 -
30 e

er8eBREE

 80e B4 147 12.8

 mpaEs 166 25.3

‘;i ¢ €,;,;;_‘,~x  ¢f,ai1‘¢h11¢rQafn8§d 10 to 14 are
liter tgw .::t1‘¢§:§§t five year age group the 2;:§:r§§og
arﬁii‘ze‘sa.a:,,ria,ae,~ after 24 years of age the




these figures therefore the mailn feature is the impact of
the expanded school system on the age group fatilli.’gt achgol
nr Just eut of schoal. More than twice as many pergons

~ The pattemn which appeared in 1947 1s different
‘rom that of 1960, reflecting firatly the Japanese occupaes
tion, ﬁmechoolinz virtually stopred and secondly the
=uch slower imcrease of both populntion and litewacy hefore
the Second World War. Indeed literncy in the 35 to 39 age
group was reported to be greater in 1047 than in the 28 to
20 gmp.munythis ig due in part. to the irmigwant
Chiness, since wowre than half of the literate peoble in the
35 to 2 age group were Chinese, :

5 BY SEA AND AGE G30UP, 1960

oY

Age ¥ale Perals

10« 14 52.3 .1
19 50.9 7.1

24 44.1 20.9

25 - 29 . 33.1 11.4
.3 . 28.8 9.1

» 24.9 6.9

40 « 44 23.3 5.4
46 - 49 . 24.2 4.8
50 - 84 , 20.6 | 3.3
66 and over  16.4 2.3

sable 4.7 shows the rates of litoracy,by sex and
e @rOuD r::ég 41.?51: rates decrease with old ag:é indéc;:;ting
?ﬁztgmgi fth'af;ld‘ people, illiteracy 1s still widespread.

n | 47 -



This 1s wore 30 among femnles than cwons At m MY v
tue to aacial_attitudog,townrds fenale §4§§i§§5nf°s§h§°§ﬁ21’
c: sesn clearly by examining the rates of literacy against
‘ha age glvem above. Detween the g.e3 10 to 24 the rates

for the fesales are generally much greoter than the rates

ir the ages 25 and over. Thli reflects the changing attle
tuJes towards fexale educstion, since the war more and

~:»9 fomales are attending schools than their mothers hed
var had whea they were of t's sase age. The single impon
tant factor was the inceressing exrenditure on eduzation
m;éd:dby the governrent sinca th: and of the sSecond

YTk are ‘

~ In the age group 10 e 14 more than 60 per cent

57 the males aged 10 ond over are litsrate but 57 the fernlas
snly 37 per cent sre litergte, The Jifference hetwsen the
retas for males and fergles become sider with increasging
ez2s. Thus is the 20 .. 24 age group, the Jdifference 1s move
thon twosfold., In the next aes group, the diffevence i3
threefold, Is the age group 5C « 54 the difference 13 about
6 tires,s

- 48‘
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| Among the races the inii,ensus L TR
:at the Chinese and Others (vhich axclude Muronomes ana'®
;Ff“ian‘)l but among the Intigenous neople the ¥alays are
e mogt literate. The least literate ane the Sesm Davaks
-1 this 13 true even for the age group 10-14, This means
‘hat rany children of the 3en Dayak community are still
"ot attending schools. In fact mowe than three quarters

o the Jea Dayak children aged 10-14 3id not attend school
in 1960, whereas among Chinige who were on the same age
croup only 36 per cent did not nttend school in 1960. This
-lgures to gome extent meosure the degrer of social advances
ceat awong the variows racec, for 1t is trua to sny that
the more adven.ed the soclety soclally the less will be the
aumber of 11literate people in that soclety.,

A1l the comunities in Sarawnk show a decreasing
*rnd of pepulation being literate with increasing ages.
inls Jownward trend 1s greater ior the Sea Dayak and least
“or the Chinaese, — I

| It 1s important to note that omong the Sea Dayaks
less than owe per cent of the population aged 50 and over
are literate and thet among the Other Indigenous group less
than ome per cent of the population aged 55 and over are
literate,

It 18 te be noted nlso that the degree of illite
»acy varies widely between the communities, ranging from
17 per ceant in the Clilnese comunlty to 93 per cent in the

>ea Dayesks. |



THE BCOMOMIC CHARACTRNISIICS OF Tili POPULATION
) (% |

PLD ANV UE?IN;YIUﬂﬁ

In the 1960 census, the total | ;
o oge and over is divided into two aﬁm”ﬁmﬁi?-i'dﬁofm”
czonomic @0tivity stutus - those who were economically active
;z,nd‘ those who were economically inactive, Ko attempt was
el BTty peotse 1t souts hove e parbirern
oa 'y : pa Gouse 1t would h | e
i1.7ioult to investigate, ave been particularly

The method edopted for clususifying the ulation
15 years of age and over into wonoaical{y géct.tvepgﬁd econo=
-ically inactive persons 1s based upon the “gainful worker
arproach® 1 which has two advantages, narely, it requires
less complex census questions and instructlons, and the data
»sllected are less affected by temporary condihons at the
tire of emumeration.

Thres questions were asked, narely, on the indie
vidual's oeccupation, en industry and on occupational status.
1~ answers were then sorted during processing into economi=
cally ective and economically inactive, The lists of occupoe
tions ond ipdustries used were bnsed on the gtandard intcrne-
tional codes, beimg adapted rather closely from the HMalayan
secupation ead induatrial classifications deviced for the
~ensus of Malaya of 1957. Although questions were asked only
>f pergons 16 years and over, it must be atated that there
~ust be in the country large numbers of children under 15
y~ars, at least between 10 and 14 years, who help in the work
5 their femilies. The information was not collected partly
-sapuse the dividing line of 16 years is generally accepted
sractice and partly becguse an enguiry into the part-tire
sork of children would probably have been of little use,

In the Census occup:tion refers to the kind of
+ork done by a person, 'snch as builder or farmer. Concerning

1 | riod the report says »If in the lcst 12 months
t;::ig gﬁgffh.a two or :rs Joba’ at different »timgs_ (for '
sxamples, rice farming ond sollecting Jjungle produce) or

b at e time (for inst:nce, ONG
ic does two er more jobs of £h° SCT ) enter the Job which

hug produced most income, whether in cash or goods, during

‘he report
e 02 months.” With regard to partetire ok e In the

. o : . ‘ meratorss
“ives the following instruction to enumers, ¢ the
» B e s ey ed one-third or moTe ol
list 12 months the person has MOTIE Oficrerent periods in

noemal time, whether every dav,

- 5lﬂ



the yqar) enter the person
worked less than one»-third,as tor

Housework, A retired person may work two

an offlce; as this is about one-third of %g‘;r:sfaga{mé:s
enter his Job and not™Retired”. These two points no dowbt
presented many enumerators with difficulties, However
fallure to wnderstand this particular point may have been
relatively unimportant, since comparatively few people
change thelr Jobs during the year, sarawak being a pree
dominantly agricultural country. Purther, in areas where
people are more likely to change their 3053, that i3 to say
in the towns, a better standard of enumerator was possibly
able to grasp the 12-month principle. Many people, howe
sver, have two occuputions, possibly more in the rural areas
than in the urban areas and here it 1s inevitsble that some
arror was made.

doing that job. If he/she
enter ag Student or Home/ °

Industry was described as the trade or business
in which a person 1s working and carries on the occupation.
Injustry is quite a different concept from occupation,

The same occupation mwmay be found in several industries.
‘or example, a driver may work in the rubber industry, or
for a building contractor, or in the oil industry, or for
the government, or in a number of other industries. Simi.
larly, in the same industry there may be several occupe-
tions, for instance, in the rubber industry, there are
tappers, clerks, drlvers, managers and s0 on,

Pour answers to the question on occupational
status were specified, namely, employer, employee, own
account worker and family worker. An employer 15 defined
as a person engaged in his own business with one or more
pald employees. An employee is a person who works Ior an
employer other than a member of his own household and
receives wages whether in cash or kind. An own account
worker refers to a person who does not engage an employee
in his own enterprise. A family worker is defined as a
person who works with or without pay in an enterprise
operated by another member of his/her own household.

II. ECONOMIC ACTIVITY RATES

of ~ — he 1960

Of the total of 744,529 enumerated in t
census abgut 56 per cent or,413,433 persons are 15 years
of agé’andvover;' Of this 71 per cent are economically
active. The remaining 29 per cent being economically ine
active.‘~0t‘tha total number of males aged 15 and o¥e§ le
89 per cent are economically, whilstvogitzilgozgiiga »egguss

| "and over 63 per cent are economic ‘active,

gﬁgdngpgggian'ofthe'econOmically active pcpulntiog}isl o
compargtiveiy,high, the namber being influenced by the larg

-52"’



number ¢f womem who iork.

__About 70 per cent o thayscd‘ 1oa)
era:’)ﬂﬂ are &BQ hamworum ani the :‘;;t\;’ggi{‘ ;z:c;i::dﬁd
almo3t equally amony sehool Chilc~en, ~etired peonle and

others., About 98 per cent 0 the ho.
somen. ; i the home housewo rrers gre

Rece _Total  male fenale
”hlﬂy 59 8 8o e 31 o7
¥elaneu 68,9 9l.2 44.6
see Dayak . gs,6 93.3 78.5
Land Dayak 8.8 93.1 6047
Other Iﬂjlxﬁﬂous 76,3 90.7 60,4
Chinsge - BB.9 83.1 N7
Otherg 6k .7 904 33,7

Total 71.2 89 .3 5.1

Table 8.1 shows for eunch rucial group und sex N
the proportios ef economically nc{éve poyul;tiqg Fg_ag;:in5
a:'e ulation, that is, persons years of aze und "o
fo ag:g axteat'thosa ruliea reflect the nature of th§ de’“‘
jency problem; generally the lower the proportion 0 i
econcnfcnlly active popul. tion, the greater 15 the dapen-

iency buwden,

o | e rd ann el e exz: ptionally
, ‘Dayaks by compurigon huve an ex pfri A
ivn P@W’?!‘::O:e:f ezonenically active populti,on, fe;nltig%
‘rom the faat thct a very hiih'propartionlai'thfif‘fsm:n are
éiﬁﬁatianlly ective, To o lesser deyree thias 1: olso true

rong the land Dayeks, anv Other Indigenous ETOUD.

« £3 =



‘ : The mﬂil have the loweut » . , -
active persons among the iniizenous ecgézgiggﬁ;co:oggsally
rate of females because Miglim woren tend to atay at home
to look after their chilgren, ~The proportion of economie
cally active moles awong Chinese {5 rarkedly lower and
this 13 becouse the number of (hinese over iﬁ attending
school is considerable, Only 32 per cent of Chinege
woven work, the same proportion as in the Moloy communtty.
This 1s beGsuse Chinese have an abnorwsl sex ratio partie
cularly towards older oges, for instunce, fror 50 years
onwards. Purther, the ratle of the econowmically active
fergles te the total ferales nged 50 und over for Chinese
is less than 20 per cent

_ The amalysis of the working population involves
no complicated statistical eongepts, but it is malnly
degeriptive, The gieplest index isg resnsured by the crude
~conomlic attivity rate, which gives an idea of the prepore
tion of pepulatior who provides the labour upon which the
sconomlc 1life of the country depends. It also indicates
the magnitude of dependency burden which 15 bowne by the
sorking populations This rate is delfined as the percentage
of thowcriiﬂxkvﬂﬁulatlon tv the total population of all

283

Table 5.2 gives the crude economic activity rates
“or the varicus recial groups distributed by sex., The
crude esonemic activity rate for the while population of
sarawak 1s about 40 per cent. When thiy percentage 1s
sorpared with correepondini figures tor various othier counte
~rles, 1t appears that the labour force of JSarawak 13 proe
portlwnnta y rather gwgll, For ingtonce, India, Tapan,
Thailand, and the United Stutes oll have a larger propor
tion of {beir population in the labour iorce thar Sarawaoks
Neverthelegs, Sarawank is slightly better oftf 1n tezmsrox
Jepsndency problem than Malaya, which has & rate o about
35 per cent in 1957, A rate ol {0 per ccnt reans that in
every one hundred persons sixty persons depend on the labour
of forty nersoms for thei» maintenance. It reasures the
cxtent of esonomic particip-tion by the population,

T \ Sarovwak the Muluys
the iniigenous people of Sarawak t
have the 1::3:% crude economic activity rate (33§P°’J°““E{!
the highest being 52 per cent which is the rate o= the féatad
Jayaks, This low rate arong Knlaya haafglriad{hge:;pg;igﬁt
‘or, “high rate arong Sea Doyuks reflects the dmportan
62:%‘p§§;u§1!: :ﬁ: econogdc 1ie of the cormunity by woren.

ﬂeﬁaﬁs ;bpare of Sarewakglﬁﬁo, table 19=g.
| @ 54 @



- The lewest rate nmén k | | |
among Chinese (29 per cent), ,%‘1&‘1;“01“1 groups eccurs

; B ° : SEV B : becau : ;
e i niianese aged 0-14 1a more than 50 per cont’ae i
total Chimese population. Apart from this' it has been
montloned earlier that the nuaber of Chinshe. c |

‘age attending so hiness over 15 yea
>f age attending school 1s also significant. 15 yoars

, Further examination of taule §.2 ghows th.

there 18 a marked difference in the crude 'e,con,amigh ggtivit]
rutes between the males uni the ferules. seversl factors
can be accounted for. First, the extent of the aconomic
varticipation by women deperds to g large degree upon social
attitudes towards femcle labour., It is coaventional that
wouch are supposed to look after the home and the fanily
while men €S out to sork. Usually thils attltude Changes
with educatlon and other gocial develooments, secorid, women
tend tourglat @ much eurller age than ren and upon marrie
ag- they usually withdraw themselves from the labour force,
Third, the varlety of Jjobs available to women is less than
that avallable to men due perhaps to their physical limitoe
tion. It cam alse be suggosted that the extent to which
women participate im economic amctivity tends to fall off
during periods of childedearing. The 1ifference between
the sexes im the degree of economic porticipation is most
clearly marked among ¥alays, Chinese, Melonaus and Others,

IALE §.2
ORONIC ACTIVITY RATES LY HACE WD

 CRUD.

" Rece Male Pemole  Total

Malay ‘ 49.4 17.7 33.2
Belanam §3.0 26 .9 D7
Sea D&y“ 84.5 4B.7 61.6

Land Dayak 49.0 32.8 40.8
Other Indigenous 63.7 35.4 44.9
Chinese 4147 16,7 29.3
Others 5642 17.6 %

Total 0 49.0 M9 .5



porl® STude economic activity mqy o
atton, sises tetyor, e Xtent of Lononth horeior!
five as well as the sex structure of th. morking bopul an
tion, 4 population with 8 high proporti working f)opula-
¥orking ages will therefore ..,%mi;’g;‘z:.,gg ecomons In
activity rate. A better method, whios Overcomas the
nffect of age struoture 15 the 8ge=gpecific economic
O tat] rate. It 13 defined ns the percentaco on working
copulation to the total popultion of o elven age group,
.\UQII” a fl’@-y@a-p age g™oup, : / g™ ’

. _The schedule of the nge- sneciric econamic gotie-
“1ty rates has a definite shase nnd pattern which 1s
tetcrrined by cultural and seenomic factors, There gre
core differences betweesn the rates for the malas nng fow
{h> fewales, which have been brought out clea»ly by the
siartey The pattern of economic participation by women
lenends on the general attitudes of the people, whether
woren ghould coutribute to the econény or 1ld look
after children. The schedule for ferales drops from age
«C to 89 due to the fact that more wormen ure married during
this period, a period of increasing reproductivity, after
the age of 30 the rate increases again vntil about 40 years
of age at which the rates begim to drop again. To what
extent the curve drops depends on cultural ahyd economic
conditions. The drop 1s less prominent in this cage
becauge mogt of the women, particularly from the indigenocus
comeunities, are engaged in agricultural occupotions.

The figures for males show that men are parti-
cularly active between the ares of 20 nnd 59! the rates
Leing more than 80 per cent, meuching as high as 98.4 per
cent in the age group 30=34 yveors.
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= '\'—~tau‘c“‘“ﬁ;'4’?{«?Ms the mnonle actd
* % HOws vlg

aﬁ i d !?0' """ 1960. The pepulatien of Samukyn:;t:oby

v te three g mmmmummn age in
which the rate of eponemic h{aﬂui ation {s highest. the
first grouwp imeludes the ays, Chi.ese snd Others emh
of um has m hiahut e speaific eceonemic mtivi
rats in the age group 45 to 49 years, The second gm
includes the Belenaus, the Lend Dayaks and the Other Iaé&-
geasas mu, enah sf whom hes the highest vate in the
a? P 40 to 44 years. The thind grm which has tho
1 fhnt mto in the % gw 38 to 3 1s the 5ea Dayak.
These émzmu ia model age are determined partly
by cultural amd partly hy econouic factors, The age of
marriage ﬁlﬂ'urs frem ome rece to another, the tendenc
being =mch earlier in mitsntn faming socleties, ¥a
other words, the age of &evﬂqe tends to vary iaversely
with eduautiesal level ond industrielisstion.’ moyo ook
true amon tho mimy m cultumny different pegples ,

m&cv futuw mula h;r the tahlc is that

sawe mu issue a drop in 3: specific economic activity
rate after a eortaln age while others do not. Thus the
sea Dayaks end Others shew 80 dvep until after the oge of
40 years. The Nalays, for instance show o slight drep after
the age of 84 yarg‘ the Melanems shows a drop after the
age of 84 Lond Dayaks too show a drop after
the age at u mn the Other Indigenous show a drop,
after the age of 36; end the Chinese after the age of 29,
Perhaps the mh re@sos lies in the reproductive behaviour
of the races. In general, the intensity of reproduction
tends to inomo hum the ages 86 to 34 years, and this

8 in m?lag !ith the bnhavlwr of the po;mlatim of Barawak,

nx ﬂm.mxa DY INUTSTRY

o no wmaicaly ective population can be classi~
fied under three broed industrial groups, namely, primary,
secondary spd tertiary. Primary industrles are defined to |
include uﬂmmm, forestry, hunting end fishing, and

iein ing, secondayry imdustries imclude wanu=
?aetn‘ﬂ::d 'guiiu and econstructiony and tertiary

electrict water supply and sanitar
:2?-‘:;:::“ &iﬁz, trmspm-?:md communication and semw eos
such as: ‘lliaacal zmﬂ., -recreational, derance md govem-

‘mentnl nnt clms ed elsewhere,

if‘ally
e hdultrinl distribution of the econos.
active mﬁauw 13 givan in table S.a balow. |




I"d“‘t'151‘ *1[],‘“-b°"‘ | T ?Pcécintaxa
Growp ® _F T  m p 7

Primary 138,660 103,366 242,006 76,3 93,0 3.2

Secondary 14,60 1,416 16,113 7.9 1.3 6.5
tertiary 30,867 300 36,167 16,8 4.8  12.3

Total 184,214 110,071 294,285 100.0 100.0 100,0

el

- The table shows the pattern in which manpower
recources have been utilized in 3arawak, Since the sconomy
of cerawak 13 predominantly agricultural, it is not surprie
sing that most of the economically active persons earn their
living im agriculture; Over 80 per cent are engaged in pri-
rary industries in 19&0. Eo comparison with luter years is
possible for lack of statistical data. Whether this percen-
tage will decrease or remain stable in the near future dee
vends very much upon the rate of Industrliolization and the
rote ot‘Iepulatloacro-th. From the point of view of econo=
ric developwent Harawak is undoubtedly underdevelopsd, as
revealed not only by the characteristically high proportion
of people engaged 1n agriculture but also by the large pere
centage of children under 15 years of age., Under these
conditions the Government will be faced not only with the
heavy burden of providing schools and teachers but also with

craating,aaployaaat_oPyoxtnnities¢

. The table shows alsc thot only about 6 per cent
o the ecomomically active population are engaged iy secondary
industries, mainly nanufacturing. This percentage 1s indeed
very low compared with the more developed cguntﬂu% like the
Inited 3tates, Canada and the countries of Northwest Europe.
The proportion of theeconomically active population engoged
in tertiary industries is more than doubled those engaged
in secondary industries, ST A



It 18 to bo natsd Lhut omong the fencles 94 per
<1t are engeged 1a primaey industries, the remulnder are
o -zced malaly in tertiary 1nriustriea.‘ ‘This preponderance
. wmles in primary lndustries, particularly in agricule

"y 3hws thc laek ai‘ vavietiaa of Jobs for the women,

?rimrz l,n...ns._..g

x fm- tha 1:!1';631: sector in the induste
e 842,000 persons more than 80 per |

ol QQMMQ
st are musﬂ 18! agrieultm'e fishing, famstrg
¥ sifting. The miniag 20 per cmt are keﬁ up by mining

vd \marrying. :
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~ravuk by three broad mdwtrial groups, “I?gﬁ; iﬁ seen

| ruﬁlﬁ,5?3Q§h§th*the'digtribgtign.or‘the‘coaa.

ot more tham 70 per cent of all the indi,enous rac
+++ econowically etive, are engaged in primary prosucticns
~inly in agriculture, The Chin-se ond Others have just
»oont holf of thelr economically active popul .tion in
peluavy production, This 1s becouse the proportionsof the
~vonomically active population engnged in tertiary induse
ileg a?ﬁ'QHQtQ?Beﬂsjéarabla for both the Chinecse and Others
< ely Buropesns, Indians and Pakistanis, ’

Sarswak 1s far behind «s somwpured to Maluya in

he praoosa70twiadu3tr1alization} for gt the tire of the
t

rast census only flve per cent of the economically active
vupulation were engaged 1in secundary industries, of whom 3.9
wsr cent were engaged in ranufacturing and 1.6 psr cent in
building and constrmuction, In total, this 1: less than

17,000 persons, Of those engaged In ranufacturing, about

hal{ are lnvolved with the ranufuctuwe of wood &nd covk
neoducts, less than a sixth are in the food manufacturing
indugtriss and genaral enginsering including ranufactuwe of
rachinery and transport equipment., Haclal distribution
varies tremendously, FPor instance, of the total economicaily
s7tive persons among the Sea Dayaks, only O.4 per cent ave

“1g ged in secondary industries, while arong the Chiness 1I
ssr ¢cant are so engaged. Thus, the natlves ol carawak are
“ur behimd ia economic development of the country. They

“wa not been particularly interested in audanting themselves
with the general chaages that have token place 1in the country,
excopt perhaps in the political sphure slnce thn establigh~
rant Of !ﬂlﬁ]ﬁiao i

' Indusicies

Tertigr
" Only twelve per cent of the asconoriczally actlve

nﬁrsons~ar3n§zg§:od‘inptertinry industries, numely, 1n commerce,

jarvices of all kind, transport und cammun,cati?gs.' Nearly

{40s thirds Of the people engaged ln tertiary industles are

f}‘iisinw?ae, ‘of whom about 14,000 ﬁ\é‘urk in,cOmynme.n A;‘;m‘git o

¢ those engaged in cormercial activities work iq who_eiylgo

id retail trades Of these 11,500 odd are Chinese and 1,1

3dd are 35&1&.?
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| Pnofanaienal. taﬂhnisal and relgtgd U 3;1 ;ffg;sf; 71;5’§
ﬁQ?kQNG - : : N

AJminiatvativa, xxeeutive and TR : S
mm&geriﬂ wmns. 0.3 0.6 0

Cla&‘i@&l E@?’im ' | 1.6 2.1 e d
sales workers 4.0 5.8 1.0

nﬁrieultural workers, forestry :
workers, fighewmen, hunters , .
and tumew. , 8l.5 74.0 24.1

Viners, quarrymen, and related ,
43 PO PB . ’ el 041 O

“srkers In trangport and | R
communication 14 %3 0Osl

Craftsmen, production pro;esa
WOrkers aad labourers no ‘ i
.lassified elsewhare 08 | 10.1 1.2

Service, sparts entertainment ,
and ro;raation workera | e3 2.6 1.7

e

Totd AR ©100.0 100.0 100.0

. .'pg,,m,, (sooo), | 4.3 184.2 ;110.1

o @ classificotiaa by accuoation is an alternatlve
“ﬂfWQd of gZOscnting the economic c“aﬂgctswi¢tics sf the
population in contrast with the classification by niyatry
in shish the occuputlon is pursted. To some extent the
two clagsifications overlap, tor exarole, Lhe numbpr af

rs and [igh-ren more O 3
?@”tﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁgirfizfggag in thP ﬂ;riynltural ‘ni ia\ing 1nduat—

“iaa wesp&ctivaly.gﬁ,,ﬁ



Table 6,7 shows that the pattern o” oceup: tion
1: largely determined by agriculture, forestry nndgiahinl.
Mo thﬂ“39"9"»§99t:Qfﬂﬁhﬁﬁacsnomically,acfive popula-
tion of Saramak are engaged as sgricultural and forestry
~~71fth of the economically active popul:tion are engaged
1. vnrying proportions in other oceupitions, vensing fwom 7
prir cont as craftsren and production process workers to
0.1 per cent as miners, quarrymen md valnted workers,

' Except for agricultural workers, forestry worke
exr and 80 forth; in which 94 per cant of the economically
nctlve women are engaged, the ocoubciional pottern is lavgely
errined by mulea. There are two pwoups of sccup tions im
¢l men are exclusively engagei, the administritive, execus
tiye nnd managerial occup:-tions snd the wining and <uarrving
cerouputions. In thege two gvoups of occuprtions only 21
nerions were ferales a3 comprved to 98D rales In 1960 in
Lie flrst geoup of occuprtionsg, and only 1 f»uale as come
pored to 178 wules in the lrtter : roup,

w1



nggzesiga ... ¥ ® 8b LD oI ~c 0

%awuional tmhaical | % o : o
ana related workers 2.4 12 06 1.3 0.9 4.8 324

sdrind strathe ﬁ&»

cutive ‘and aaaagerial ,‘ , | PR R
wDTrkers ‘ : 0.3 ‘ 0.3 B Qsl 0.1 0.2 Q.8 : Te?
“lerical workers 2.5 07 0.1 0.2 0.1 4.2 6.8
sales workers 17 1 0.3 0.6 0.3 15,2 6.2

i ;)ri»ult‘im m
forestry workers, ; , |
£ighe ﬂmg hanters , : ; ' : ‘
&ﬂd trappars. 72,9 84,7 97.6 98.1 93.9 50.5 28,3

“iners qusn-ynea 4 : |
and v’élatnd workers | 0.2 O 0 0.1 = 0.1 0.1

sorkers in :m:port
nd coesmunication : ,
gccupatimj , 3.9 1.8 0.1 Cel 0.2 3.9 3,7

Craftsmen, pmd\w-—

tion proces - | ‘ . | |
wcfkﬂgﬁ ’ : 12.? ‘ 9.5 007 l.1 309 " 19.4 ’ 9.8

service, sport,

iiii:ﬁtiﬁ:’:ﬁ,:iig. . 3.4 0.7; 0.6 1.6 0.5 5.1 5.3
Total | ©100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0
' iamy .0 170.4 671.1 31.9
o o _em T e w0 Mo 3 B

 eere




 The dhtﬂmtm of Watm by rece shows that
an wonhdniuly  preportien of the indigenous rages
')rs ea.ozd a8 ur iturel worker ronatry workers, fighen
ors and tmen yartieuiﬂly among the Saa Dayeks,

Only half of the econo-

éb ayaks and Other Indigemous.
micauy tativn chiacss mﬁlaﬂoa an mgwea in these occu-

natiWGg
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- The gbove table ghows the type of work done by
persong havinc “egricul turanl ocoup ntioﬁ.ﬁ 'Abou‘?agcg:szmt
of agrioulturel workers work on smallholdings which mogt
of the vemainder tap mubber, 3ome 5,000 prraons work as .
loggers and in other types of forestry work. Juat over
4,000 pergons stated that they were fighermen, that is to
say it was fishing which gave them most income in the year,
but becesuigse mamy people do fishin, as a secondary occupation,
dependent to some axtent on the seagons and the weather, this
rigure may give little indication of the total amount of
labour put into fishing, The number of Chinese engnged in
srallholding gardening is comparatively srall « there ave
mo»e Chinege mother tappers than smallholding gardeners e
put in the indigenous races it is smallholders who are in
the majority. Half of the rubber tappers in the country ave
Chinese and another quarter are Sea Dnyaks, About h:lf the
loggers are Molays and rather wore than hulf of the fishermen.

- . Seventysome pcr cent of the workers 1n agriculture
or am,t'l’?e,@ﬁ are engaged in growing rice or rainly rice.

TABLE 5,10

RISUTION OF ECONOMICALLY ACTIV® POPUs
'Y X CUPATIONAL o TTUS, 1960

Femoloe —¥ale ~Perale
, D are  Pew Per Pert. |
Lo cent- ceats cen
S,tntng,,, " Humbey age FRumber age Numb: v age

Employer 3,19 1.1 3,02 1.6 137 0.
Employes 56,789 19,3 48,053 26,1 87% 7.

worker 102,782 34.7 92,189 50.1 10,103 9.2

Faadly  la,045 44.9 40,950 22.2 91,006 B2.8

285 100.0 184,214 100,0 110,071 100,0

. =04,

thé‘ghép*égngézsgd:h.‘“ﬂalyionenrirth of the working popu-
‘Iatiah*sré*smpxeyens@,isxﬁtpt,for‘ﬁhaﬂdf“1:°f,°“9193?’g‘n
ths'fénsiaiag-:éaﬁgfiftn:of'tne~wogkinxgvopulbt;°n are own
socount workers end family workers. Among women MO8 o ions
R tirth are family workers but smong reh the BrOfOT T g
e e ociety where larg pumbcrs of women vorik. Bne QHE wr o




‘men are employees and it is only 28 o | o
Do e T ug e GG AL s only 28 per gent. ' ,
sivgrk ’:.1 ris’lr’a‘tnffm’ :::q:?““" A large majority O;hath :remqn;mggwadn
are womem. ”" i“}"“xt? of the fanily workers

MTAGE DISTRIDUTION OF MOORSICALLY ACTIVE
BIR»CLA&;, é;;;rmgi : —

— ’,,Q  Eployee | ;g’:g%t gg:ﬁi ?gta
Nalay 0.3 339 .7 30 100
elansm  0e8 28,1 36,7  38.0 100
Jea Dayak 01 3.3 3.2 60,4 100
Land ;afugt;_;jj';oqjl 7.3 T4 66,2 100

Other;tndi-?' I | - |

Chinese 4.1 411 M2 236 100
Others 21  71.8 1745 7.1 100

All Rages 1.1 19.3 M7 448 100

-

. %able 8.11 shows the percentoge distribution of
the working population by occupational status within each
race, Lesving the group *Others' cut of consideration,
about the seme proportion within each race axe own account
workers, that is to say 30 to 38 per cent, Dut other than
own account werkers there 1s a clear difference in the
natterns of ¥alays, Welanams and Chinsse on the one hand
und Dayaks and Other Indigencua on the othery among the
fermer, those who are not own account workers are divided
not very far {rom equally between employees and‘famxly N
workerst while among the latter, employees are very few,
those who ars not own account workers belng wostly family
workers, In the following races the proporticns of all
working people engaged in family cancerns& amp1oy1ngna-cue
from outside the femily are as follows: Xalay 65.& per
cent, Melanan 71.7 per cent, Chlnese £4.8 per cent, Sea
ﬁay&i-ﬁﬂsﬁiye?f&antg'Lamd Bﬁfﬁk‘ggfﬁ;P¢’=Q&ﬂ~L and Other
Iﬂdigshaﬁh‘Bﬂisg,erzaant¢ ;rheapy£1guras~may )@ taken as a
rough guide to the importance O subsistence economy to
oach races
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mee‘ssiéﬁ'ﬁiﬂ, "t&ehﬁicfui i/'f REEE ‘  T |
and relatsd workers . 48 6,830 219 28

idministrative, Executive R '
and é&mqerid!@ﬁen 223 668 104 18

erleal Workers ' o 3&4’:?335 | | g 19
cales workers 1,475 3,676 4,809 1,899

ng?icﬁlthvml workers |
forestry workers, fiahaw ; ; ;
ren, hunters and trappera 827 16,712 93,470 178,118

¥iners, guarrymen uand - , :
related workers 3 104 s A

scrkers in transport and ‘ ; o , ‘
communication occupe» | 69 3,589 6576 32
tions : : |

Craf tamen, pmductioa
process workers and

ot classi» ‘~ L . ,
l?:gu 3:3.2&. | 466 ;16,824 2,037 €601

Jervice, nport entortains

‘l‘sﬁﬁﬁi“””j‘“m . am 505 B9 310

3,159 56 789 10?,092 132,045
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.. Table 5.12 shows thut 3,000 persoms or slightly
- ®more than 1 per cent ol the egomorically active ave emwployers;
~the majority are engaged as saleg workers. In the professional,
~ technical and related occup:tions, an overwhelming majority
~Again iIn the second group of workers the mejority are "?10’,“";
In the esployee eategory, however, most of the econowically
active persons are engaged in ‘agri;;ml ture, forestry, fishing,
hunting and trapping, ond us craftsmen, nroduction process
~workers and labourers. The lurge number Of persony engaged
‘as oun eeqount workers and fomily workers are due to the
~eagricultural mature of the esonomyes |



1.

e e

mm ef the t.‘-musiou of ery, tev&

g 'V ! : ;,aamao m sarmak, ms.

{’39&?9&1 ef S@eid aeienu Eaaisty, 1%3-64,

:amiveﬁity af sMgawﬁ. 8

“

8.

Mﬂlnti@ 3@61&5. ’@1. xvt 30. 3 “mh’ mgl

Saw Bwee mk mé Malé u,
'~ "The Economic Characteristics ar the
Mﬂatim ur Biaupom, 1957“. |

Saw Swee Bock, “me Chmging Structure of the
Popnlatiea of Singaporo".




;mmm Nmmllnpn me‘ lmpm !m;nnjmqun’mljtm smnuwumh]nmmqummqmmmmlmnpmmnl
OMM 10 00 110 %0 130 140 160

{universiTy oF MALAYA LIBRARY, M1CROFILM _  §

éivtthtuo&se_tosp?fmo
T T T T T 2 T T T T I I A OO O




	title page: the population of Sarawak
	Table of contents
	List of tables
	introduction
	Chapter I: the growth of the population
	Chapter II: population composition and distribution
	Chapter III: the population structure
	Chapter IV: marital status and literacy rates
	Chapter V: economic characteristics of the population
	bibliography

