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ABSTRACT

This research attempts to study literary criticism and Arabic poetic theory by focusing on
Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani (390 - 456 A.H / 1000 — 1064 C.E.) al’'Umda, a literary treatise
of Medieval Arabic scholarship. This research work will be focusing on: lbn Rashiq’s
treatise “al-‘Umda”, the Pillar in the poetic craft, its etiquette, and criticism. This
research, while utilizing historical, descriptive and inductive methods of approach, is
essentially analytical, and thereby attempts to unlock the door to the literary, artistic and
aesthetic treasures of his lyrics. The study opens with a re-survey of history of the Arab
West, most importantly, the city of Qayrawan and its cultural life, wherein a lighthouse
was erected, so as to throw more light on the prominent poets of the province and their
poetics, as it serves as a precursor to the mainstream of our discussion on the subject
matter: Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani, author of al- ‘Umda, hence we cited his intellectual life,
biography and highlighting his literary outputs, content and structure of his lyrics were
subjected to critical study and artistic analysis. Arabic literary tradition, both its prose and
poetic licenses, had witnessed a resounding development in these periods. This has
caught the attention of the researcher to have a bird eye view and as well, a rethink to
delve into the book “Al-Umda” so as to fill a vacuum in the study of literary criticism and
most especially on Arabic poetics. The research is based on two methods: inductive and
analytical, suffice it to say that, the study has proved that literary criticism of these
periods (Medieval) has reached a culmination in the hands of poetic critics and prominent
poets of the periods. The study also describes some important aspects of literary themes,
most especially, issues regarding literary plagiarism, word and content (meaning), the
moderns and the ancients. These literary themes were distinguished by artistic and
structural features in the embellishment of words, such as expression of meaning,
imagination, and literary imagery that are encompassed in this study.



ABSTRAK

Kajian ini menyentuh aspek kritikan sastera, khususnya puisi Arab, berpandukan buku
kritikan satera “Al-‘Umda’’ yang dihasilkan oleh seorang tokoh sasterawan terkenal yang
hidup di negara Moroko pada Zaman Pertengahan iaitu Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani (390 -
456 H / 1000 — 1064 M). Pada zaman tersebut sastera Arab sama ada puisi dan prosa,
berkembang dengan pesat sekali. Oleh itu penulis berusaha meneliti sumbangan buku
“Al-‘Umda’’ kepada aktiviti kritikan sastera Arab.

Kajian ini dilakukan melalui metode historis, deskriptif, induktif dan analitis bagi
menyelami ciri-ciri seni dalam hasil puisi sasterawan ini. la bermula dengan menjejaki
sejarah Moroko khususnya bandar Qairawan, budayanya, tokoh-tokoh penyairnya dan
hasil karya mereka. Penulis menumpukan kajian kepada Ibn Rashiq al-Qayrawani dan
karyanya “Al-‘Umda’’ dari semua sudut sebagai jalan untuk melengkapkan kajian
terhadap kritikan sastera Arab.

Kajian ini mendapati bahawa kritikan sastera dalam kalangan para sasterawan dan juga
pengkritik sastera pada masa tersebut telah mencapai tahap yang begitu tinggi dalam
semua aspek kritikan. Ini termasuklah dalam isu plagiat, dan isu lafaz dan makna yang
mencakupi pelbagai gaya pengungkapan seni dan kesuburan tahap imaginasi. Semua ini
menggambarkan keistimewaan sastera yang dicapai pada zaman tersebut.
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