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ABSTRAK

Pada abad yang ke-20, peradaban Cina menemui cabaran yang besar kerana
berhadapan dengan peradaban lain yang berbeza. Dalam disertasi ini, penulis telah
menjelaskan kesan dan balasan peradaban teragung setelah terlantar di bawah
ancaman peradaban Barat. Orang-orang Cina terpaksa menilai semula seluruh unsur-
unsur peradabannya. Penilaian ini dibuat dari segi keintelektualan dan ketokohannya.
Huraian yang seterusnya menunjukkan bahawa golongan intelektual turut bersama-
sama melancarkan Gerakan 4 Mei supaya semua lapis;ln masyarakat Cina sedar
bahawa peradaban Cina mesti diubahsuaikan. Sesetengah pemimpin bercadang unsur-
unsur peradaban Cina seperti sistem pendidikan, sistem politik, adat resam, falsafah
dan seumpamanya perlu dinilai semula dan digantikan dengan alternatif yang
dianggap berpotensi. Pengajian ini telah menemui orang-orang yang berprihatin
terhadap peradaban Cina terpaksa menghadapi ketegangan antara tradisional dan
kemodenan. Ketegangan ini telah menyedarkan sesetengah orang Cina bahawa
pembangunan dan pemodenan memerlukan elemen-elemen moden yang istimewa

namun tidak semestinya membuangkan semua nilai-nilai tradisi.
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ABSTRACT

The twentieth century signifies the collision of China with various
civilizations. This dissertation seeks to enunciate the consequences and responses of
this great civilization to the challenges imposed upon it after crouching under the
threat of Western powers. The Chinese were compelled to re-evaluate all the elements
of its civilization. The daunting task of re-evaluation was undertaken by thinkers in
the vanguard of intellectual life. The subsequent developments, here-in expounded,
indicate that the intellectual leaders, in cohort with other social forces, launched the
May Fourth Movement with the aim of awakening all strata of Chinese society to the
need of reform for Chinese Civilization. All socio-cultural institutions, including
education, political system, social customs, philosophical inquiries, artistic expression
and the likes were, upon the instigation of intellectual and opinion leaders, subjected
to strenuous examination, to be replaced with potent alternative models. The people,
the study discovers, who harbored grave concern for the direction and outlook of
Chinese Civilization, were caught in a momentous struggle between the forces of
tradition and modernity. Su_ch dilemma and the attendant enlightenment later created
an awareness regarding development and modernization that require distinctive

modern elements while avoiding the pitfalls of undermining traditional values.
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