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4.1 Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) Optimization for Mitochondria Cyt-b and D-loop Gene
Fragment of Malaysian Slow Loris ((Nycticebus coucang coucang).
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Mt presemt, little work has been done on the molecular
systematics of the Loridae. Therefore, very limited inferences
can be made on the bhasis of meolecular data of the Malaysian
Slow Loris. The mitochondiral cytochrome b (cyt-h) gene is
widelry used in systematic studies to resolve divergences at
many taxenomic levels. The present preliminary study focuses
mainly on identifying the hest amplification conditions for cpt-
b gene fragment of Slow lonis (AMpelicebus coucanmyg coucany)
as a molecular marker for future phylogenetic relationship
studies of this prosimian species in  Peninsular Malaysia, DNA
was extracted from a total of six individuals captivity in the

Malacca Zoo.

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
was used to amplify the complete
sequence of the cyt-h
mitochondrial gene, PCR reactions
were carried owt in 50 pl reaction
containing 1.0 gl dNTP {1 mM), 5 pl
(5%) reaction buffer, 5 pl (S50mM)
MygCl2, 0.5 pl (10 mM) each primer, 4 g
and 0.5 pl Tag DNApolymerase. T -
PCR cycles for amplifications were r

performed wusing the following 500 bp

conditions I5 cycles of
denaturation at 94 oC for 1 min,
annealing at 550C for 1 min. A final
extension at 720 C for 10 min was

P |

performed to completely extend Gyt DMA PCR product after
the amplified product. The PCR purification
product was purified with the
QlAguick (QUIAGEN) kit. The Marker A-Hind 111
estimated PCR product size for "_‘;_‘I"’”‘E"_"““ b T
= hdividual Ho 2
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4.2 Cross-Species Amplification of 12 Primates microsatellites markers previously developed

using samples from the Pro-primate Slow Loris (Nycticebus coucang coucang)

POLYMERASE CHAIN REACTION (PCR) OPTIMIZATION .
OF 12 MICROSATELLITE MARKES DEVELOPED ON THREE
SPECIES OF MONHKEYS FOR AMPLIFICATION ON THE
MALAYSIAN SLOW LORIS (NYCTICEBUS COUCANG
COUCANG)
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4.3 Conservation and Awareness of Slow Loris. Trailing the Slow Loris, The Star newspaper
Kuala Lumpur Malaysia (170ctober 2006)
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4.4 Wild Asia Seed Grant Recipients and Awareness, The Star newspaper Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia (17 October 2006)
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When Jaime Castilo Garcia @above) of Colombia arved in Malaysia to do his
Masters prograrneme s ke applied for i b fund his research.

“I'sent out 23 ketters to different organisations but it was oemcull,” says
Garcia who is doing his Masters in Science. But afer surfing the Internet,
hie stumnbled on Wikd Asia's Seed Grant programme

WA'S seed rants are basically small amounts of money {fram RM32 000-
RM4,000) geven to people whi want to be invaled in conservation,
Either for résEarch or b fun projects, sqplaing WA'S director Dr Reza
Aami

“Its for peopie who find it dificult to Source for grants.” Says RETa whi
introduced the programme in 2005 " These grants complement funding
from bigger organisations kke WWF . They are easy bo apply for with no
complicated forms to "

S0 far, WA has given out grants 1o four projects. Funds were given toa
community in Keas Peninsula in Sabah to buy natural history guide
books, The community (5 running nature trails for tourists and needed
reference material iy enhance heir knowledge

A Universty of Rhode Island researcher working on an Astan Elephant
congervation progect in Taman Negara also recesved Wa's grant to fund
her reseanch into the movement of transiocated elephants.

Cne of the three researchers of the Lonisidae Primate Research Group,
Universiti Malaya, Garcla's stugying the nocturnal siow lors

Based in Sg Bolok, near Lanchang, Pahang, Garcla, with the help of
Iocal guides, catches siow loris, collars them and then redeases them

Dack into the wild

°I need the grant for guide fees, data collection and transport expenses,”

53ys Gancia, whi 310 receives assistance rom WwF

This year's Wild Ride event managed to raise about RME, 000, and

Garcia is the latest recipient of the grant. Currently, the grant is sourced
from leftover funds from Wildasia and sales of merchandise like Wildasia

T-shirts.

“But we're looking at 3 long-term plan. Perhaps we'll use the grant 3s 3
channel for Corporate Soclal Responsibilty (C5R) funding,” says Reza
— By LEONG SIOK HUY
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4.5 Department of Veterinary Services of Perak, Malaysia, Raising Awareness of Slow Loris
(Trapping One)

Harga Daging Dan Ikan Tidak Dikawal

Department of Veterinary Services
ofPerak,. M AL AYS I A

Trapping one
The Star, 17 Oct 2008

TO say that trapping slow lorises is
difficult is an understatement, heaves
Jaime Castillo Garcia. And without help,
itis impossible._

“Whenever | saw one, | would call the
village people for help. We would spend
two, three hours getting it down. Seven
peaple, all big guys, trapping this small
kongkang! It moves slowly, but they
climb one tree it moves to another, and
when they climb that tree, it moves lo
another.”

Prior to his amival in Lanchang a little
over four months ago, Garcia was in the
primal forest of the Krau Wildlife
Reserve further north in Pahang. There,
he worked on three transects — one at
the peak of Bukit Tapan, another on the
foothills of Bukit Rengit and the last at
sea level along Sungai Lantai- to

defermine the population density of local
loris communities.

He also tried trapping in nearby Kuala
Gandah for a month but his collapsible
traps baited with food, urine and faecal
samples from caplive lorises yielded
nothing more exctic than rats and
squirrels, Even the Crang Asli hunters
he enlisted eventually gave up the
ghost.

‘I decided this wasn't working, so |
offered to pay the kampung people if
they trap the kongkang for me.”

According to Kamal Ahmad, 39, from
Kampung Chempaka, while the slow
loris is sought after by bomohs in
Indonesia for charms, the local attitude
here is “if it doesn’t disturb us, we won't

Along with the other villagers helping
Garcia, he feels proud that their lithe
animal is the subject of so much
interest, and that Garcia is sharing his
knowdedge of it with them.,

Garcia believes the slow  lons
population in Lanchang is doing well
because trees which villagers grew in
between their orchards have formed
wildlife corridors, so the animals are not
isolated but could move between forest
patches.

“They like it because the trees look
good in front of their house but without
knowing it, they're conserving the
place.”
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