ABSTRACT

There are several challenges to the implementation of crime prevention policies
for effective and efficient crime prevention programs for a long term sustainable
solution to the threats posed by crime. Situational crime prevention (SCP) strategy is an
innovative method of preventing crime and has received a stronger empirical support
than any other strategy in recent years. It has been recognised as a sustainable response

to crimeissues, but has not been adapted in Iran until now.

Rapid and uncontrolled urbanisation in many developing countries, including Iran,
is having a fundamental social and environmental consequence in development of the
cities. Tehran has about one third of its population below 15 years of age. Such a high
proportion of youth coupled with chaotic urbanisation and socio-economic conditions
causes the city to become an urban community with a high propensity for the occurence
of vandalism and graffiti. This situation can pose a threat to the face of the city, its use,
prosperity and reputation of the urban areas, thus leading to its stability and

development.

This study explores the teenager students’ perception of safety in relation to non-
political graffiti vandalism, with reference to outdoor lighting levels in urban areas of
Tehran. It aso assesses the related SCP variables that are known to impact on
vandalism and graffiti occurrence, as well as to evaluate the environmental variables

that correlate with the high degree of non-political graffiti vandalism damages.

A questionnaire survey was completed by 518 respondents in April and May 2009
in three selected areas of Tehran namely Elahie, Piroozi and Nazi Abad region and a
SCP assessment was conducted in 160 vandalised properties in the above three areas of

Tehran by 50 students in Architecture from Soureh University. The areas were selected



based on the socioeconomic status of residents. SPSS and Mintab software are used to
compute statistics to identify trends, relationships and differences in qualitative and

guantitative data.

Situational crime prevention theory is supported by the findings of this research .
This research leads to the conclusion that occurrence of three common types of
vandalism damages namely damages to vehicles, damages to public properties and
damages to landscape and green areas in neighbourhood affect respondents' perception
of safety in urban areas of Tehran. Six variables are identified to be correlated with
high degree of graffiti vandalism damages in urban areas of Tehran from the related
situational crime prevention variables studied in this research. Graffiti vandalismisless
likely to occur in well-lit places., Also, there is no correlation between studied urban

environmental variables and degree of graffiti vandalism damages.

The study adds on to the body of knowlege amongst criminologists,
academicians, urban planners and architects to implement the most effective SCP
variables to combat non political graffiti vandalism in urban areas of Tehran. This
research also provides a useful guidance to authorities and policy makers to formulate
SCP initiatives in line with other crime prevention programs to tackle graffiti

vandalism.



ABSTRAK

Perlaksanaan polisi pencegahan jenayah menghadapi berbagai cabaran dalam
pencegahan program-program jenayah yang berkesan dan cekap yang boleh
menggalakkan satu penyelesaian jangka panjang yang mampan kepada ancaman yang
dihadapi oleh jenayah. Strategi pencegahan jenayah situasi (SCP) adalah satu kaedah
yang inovatif untuk mencegah jenayah yang telah menerima sokongan empirikal yang
kuat berbanding daripada mana-mana strategi pencegahan yang lain sgjak tahun-tahun
kebelakangan ini. Ini telah diiktiraf sebaga stragegi tindak balas yang mampan untuk

Isu-isu jenayah tetapi tidak diadaptasikan di Iran sehinggakini.

Pembangunan perbandaran yang pesat yang tidak terkawal di kebanyakan negara
membangun, termasuk Iran, mempunyai masalah asas sosial dan alam sekitar dalam
pembangunan bandar-bandar. Hampir satu pertiga daripada penduduk di bandar Tehran
adalah di bawah umur 15 tahun. Peratus belia yang tinggi dan pembangunan bandar
yang kucar kacir serta keadaan sosio-ekonomi menyebabkan bandar ini mempunyai
kadar yang tinggi untuk vandalisme dan grafiti. Ini boleh menimbulkan ancaman
kepada status bandar, kegunaan, kemakmuran dan reputasi kawasan bandar yang akan

membawa kepada kestabilan dan pembangunan bandar.

Kagjian ini bertujuan untuk menyelidik persepsi remagja tentang keselamatan
berhubungan dengan vandalisme grafiti bukan politik dengan merujuk kepada tahap
pencahayaan luar di kawasan bandar Tehran, Iran. la juga adalah untuk menilai
pembolehubah berkaitan SCP yang diketahui yang mempunya kesan ke atas
vandalisme dan kejadian grafitti, serta untuk menilai pembolehubah persekitaran yang

berkadaran dengan tahap tinggi kerosakan vandalisme grafiti bukan politik.



Borang soa selidik yang lengkap diisi oleh 518 responden pada bulan April dan
Mei 2009 di tiga kawasan terpilih Tehran terutamanya di Elahie, Piroozi dan Nazi Abad
dan SCP penilaian yang dijalankan oleh 50 orang pelgjar dalam bidang seni bina di tiga
kawasan di Tehran terhadap 160 hartanah yang dirosakkan. Kawasan-kawasan ini
dipilih berdasarkan status sosio-ekonomi penduduk. Perisian SPSS dan Mintab telah
digunakan untuk mengira statistik untuk mengenal pasti trend, hubungan dan perbezaan

dalam data kuantitatif dan kualitatif untuk mencapai matlamat kajian ini.

Teori pencegahan jenayah situasi (SCP), disokong oleh hasil kagjian ini. Kgjian ini
telah mengenalpasti enam pembolehubah yang berkadaran dengan tahap yang tinggi
kerosakan graffiti vandalisme di kawasan bandar Tehran. Kagjian ini telah memberi
kesimpulan bahawa tiga daripada kejadian kerosakan vandalisme khususnya kerosakan
kepada kenderaan, kerosakan kepada harta umum dan kerosakan kepada kawasan
landskap dan kawasan hijau di kawasan jiran mempengaruhi perseps responden
mengena keselamatan di kawasan bandar ini. Vandalisme grafiti kurang berlaku pada
kawasan yang mempunya tahap pencahayaan yang baik. Lagipun tiada korelasi

terhadap pembol ehubah kawasan alam sekitar dan tahap kerosakan vandalisme graffiti.

Hasil kaian ini akan memperkayakan pengetahuan semasa di  kalangan
kriminologis, ahli akademik, perancang bandar dan jurubina untuk melaksanakan
pembolehubah SCP yang paling berkesan untuk memerangi vandalisme grafiti bukan
politik di kawasan bandar Tehran. Kgjian ini juga menyediakan panduan berguna bagi
pihak berkuasa dan perangka dasar polisi untuk merangka inisiatif SCP selaras dengan
program-program pencegahan jenayah lain untuk menangani vandalisme grafiti dan

untuk memperbaiki persepsi awam tentang keselamatan di kawasan bandar Tehran.
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GLOSSARY

(CPTED) Crime
prevention through
environmental design

Efficiency

Glare

Graffiti

Lamp

Lamp-life

Light

Light Fixture

Light Pollution

An approach to crime prevention that takes into
account the relationship between the physical
environment and the users of that environment

The efficiency of a light source is simply the
fraction of electrical energy converted to light, i.e.
watts of visible light produced for each watt of
electrical power with no concern about the
wavelength where the energy is being radiated.

Direct glare is caused by light coming directly to
the eye from a light source. Indirect glare is light
reflected from a surface in the direction of the eye.
Both can harm vision and cause visual discomfort
or disability

Graffiti consists of any drawing, inscription,
figure, or mark upon any wall or other public or
private surface

A light source such as an incandescent, halogen, or
fluorescent lamp. A lamp is sometimes called a
“light bulb” or simply a “bulb”

The number of hours at which half of the test
lamps fail

Radiant energy that can be sensed or seen by the
human eye. Visible light is measured in lumens

A complete lighting unit consisting of alamp (light
bulb) or lamps, a housing, and a connection to the
source of electrical power

Light that is directed to areas where it is not
needed, and thereby interferes with some visual
act. Light pollution directed or reflected into the
sky creates a "dome" of wasted light and makes it
difficult to see stars above cities
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GLOSSARY

Light Trespass

Lumen

Luminaire

Lux (Ix)

Situational Crime
Prevention (SCP)

Vandalism

Light that is not aimed properly or shielded
effectively can spill out at into areas that don't want
it: it can be directed towards drivers, pedestrians or
neighbours. It is distracting and annoying and can
sometimes be disabling

A unit of light flow, or luminous flux. The lumen
rating of alamp isameasure of the total light output
of the lamp.

A complete lighting unit consisting of a lamp (or
lamps), ballast (or ballasts) as required together
with the parts designed to distribute the light,
position and protect the lamps and connect them to
the power supply. A luminaire is often referred to as
afixture

A unit of illuminance or light falling onto a surface.
One lux isequal to one lumen per square meter. Ten
lux approximately equals one footcandle.

Situational crime prevention aims to change the
physical and environmental conditions that generate
crime and fear of crime through improved urban
design and planning. The assumption is that
offending behaviour is opportunistic and therefore
situational features can be more easily manipulated
than the behaviour of offenders to inhibit crime.
Consequently the focus is on the environmental
setting in which crimes occur not the criminal act
itself.

Wilful or malicious destruction or defacement of
any public or private property without the consent
of the owner or persons having control
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