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The Hokkiens witk a number of 1854 represemting sbout 37%
of the npopuletlicon form the major group. The smallest dimlect group
0.16%,

TABLE 2.1
YTSTRIBUTION OF PCPULATIOY RY DIALECT (RUUPS
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Dialeot Groups Buasber Persantagsl

Hokkien 1,354 36.51
Zantoness 1.296 25.66
Lakka 846 | 16.75
Kwangsai 329 6.51
Teochew 567 11.23
Hainess 154 3.0%
Foochow 8 0.16
Eengwah 10 0.19
Cthers £ 0.16

Total 55095 100,00

lxn all the tables some of the total percentage figures
do not &ld up to 100.0 examotly due to the rcunding up of figures.
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it would bs interssiing to apeculate or the predcominance
of the Heklkisns is tkis area. be know thot the Chinese wmaintain olose
conneoticns with extended fimily. They nre based on what is called
& 'bangsa' affillaticn. Jost Chinese ococupstional relations follow
bangsa linee;, a practioce which is reflected in and strengthened by
the tendency J{or the menbers of a partiocular bungss to be in the
same typs of oscupation. Hence it may be that the majority of the
firat settlers in Sekinohan were Hokkiens and -his tended to attract
more and moure Hokidesns inic thiu arsa.

Tuble 2.2 shows the distribution of population by age and
8ax. The sge structure of a oommunity ie sipnificant in the sense
that it is en index of its scoial and economic welfars. To take
an extreme exauple — if only 300 of a population were of an economi-
¢ally soitive age, tha ccmmunlty concernsd faces the orucisl prchlesm
of too large a deperdency provlem.If added to this 60% of the remsin-
ing populativr oculd be ready for the labour murket within a period
of three yszars,; the provisicn of additicnal employment will be one of
its future problems.

In Table 2.2 we ses that thers is a column for age unknown.
This is because at the time of the interviewsy the snumerators
rizhtly or wrongly thought the age and sex of shildren under 15 years
tc beuunimporiant and therefore recordsd information concerning this
purt of the populsce in very general terms, The following is a
sample of the $ype of recording done: 'seven children ranging from
15 ysars tc 1 year'. In this ocase,; naturally the sexes of all the
seven ohildran would be anknown, and only the agee ¢f two of them
can be itabulated as known. This iz not %0 sary those who mre tabulated
under age unknown are childrem. There is & small minority of clder
people who are suspiocious of our mission and therefore did not wish
to reveal ‘otalls cf thensSelves. Thess are popularly known among
us a8 the "hardnuts'.

laving taken this into asocount it c¢a sesn from Table 2,2
that about 377 of the population is under fiftesn years of age. This
means that there is great potential labour force ir the ares and unless
alditional ocapital resvuross is msde available the provision of
saployment will pose as one of ite urgent problems. In fact the
striking feature in the age struoture of the total population is the
songentraticn in the below 30's age groups. “Asoregurding those
under the age of 15, the ages with highest freguensy for both females
and males occur between 1529 years. This i3 & healthy sign for it
indiocstes an effective lavour force. An effective labour force is
always an asset and in this padi-growing area of Sekinchan vwe can
gay the fields need not lie fallow for want =f latour.

"be people in middle a2ged and o4 i groups i.e. from
30 tc 65 2nd above are relatively lesser in er. They range
from 2 - 5% as ccmpared to the %% to 127 dictribuidlon of thoss from
15 yemnrs o 290 veers,
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The nge distribuaticr aocording to sex is hovever not entirely
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TABLE .2
DIUIRIBUTIVE OF TUPULATION BY AGL AND SEX
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Age Uioup Ko. of Fersons Percentage
in Years v —

Kale Female Hale Pomale

0= 4 26¢ 235 10:76 10.22
D~-9 411 317 15.00 13.79
10 - 14 LYp! 2390 13.54 12.62
15 -~ 19 35e 255 12.76 11.09
20 = P4 256 195 Ge34 8.48
25 - 29 144 120 5.26 522
30 - 34 92 103 3.36 4.74
35 -~ 39 63 89 2,30 3.87
40 - 44 51 15 2.10 3.44
45 ~ 49 70 104 2.56 4.52
50 - 54 112 107 4.09 4.65
55 - 59 139 106 5.08 4.61
60 - 64 143 T2 5.2° 3.13
65 & over 98 70 3.68 3.05
Age Unknown 138 146 5.04 6.35

Rote: Persons whose sex are not siated are excluded
from this Table. There are 04 of these.




similar tc th: general ome. Although as already mentioned in the
previcus peragraph that most of the males and femalec are under thirty
years old, the males have a bigher proportion of their population
within this range. However, in the groups from 30-59 the number

of females constitute a slightly greater percentage. But thie

agsin drcps in the 60-65 and sbove groups, where the ~ales out-

number the females axmin. #e can give a Talr speculation on thise
cutnumbering of {sm:les by malss in the 60~-65 age group.

We kno: thrcugh ovur field inveastigatiocn thut most of the
sariy settlers in ‘ekinchen came from China. It is probable that
they leave their wiwss and children behind, hence is explained
the relatively fewur in nusber of females in this old age group.

One featurs of the Table 2.2 whioch camot Ls entirely
explained by natural causes ims the very low percemta;e of males,
and & slightly higier, but ocmparatively low percentu @ of females
in the age groups etween 35 and 45. This low freguency ocould
perhapz be due t¢ the original population whom we pusuned to be
about thirty-five to forty-five years of age vhen they first came
to ssttle in Jekinochan has aged and children borned have not
reash this 35 to 4 age group sinoce Sekinchan resetilensnt area is
just about sixztevn years old. Therefors we have this partial vaccums,
this is pure sgpeculation for we need a comperative :tudy between
preseni percentaige age distribution and that at the beginning of the
sattlement to verify this point. Since we have no data on the
past peroentage age listribution we have to leave it as "Speculation'.
As stated sinoe the uLirth of this resettlement iu junt sixteen years
agc, another probabls reason is very few of those no. between
35=49 had the opportunity or the experience necessary io beocms
self employed farmera. The faot, thai there are oomparatively a
greater number of the populace in the 50-65 and above age groups
tend to support this interpretation. Another factor favourable
to this conclusicn, is that during the survey it was Tound that
quite a few of the farmers beiween 35-43 had inksyited their land
from deceased purents. This shows that at the =sturt of the
resettlement, they were not on their own, but wers Just family
farm workers.

Our analysis of the sex-age struoture of the populaticn
shows that in the padi area of Sekinchan there is great potential
labour foroce as irdioasted by the high percentage of both males and
females under fifteen years yeara of age. ve aleso tuat right at
present there is amm effective labour force showm by the high frequen-
cy of both males und femalea between 1729 years. The oconclusion
is under-employment uvill be one of the problems thut planners have
to encounter.




