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Gdnoe the main text in my Uraduastion xeroise is on the
stuﬁy of Cooupaiion by ﬁitlaat groups, in this ohapter on Housshold
I will jusi mage & study on Typss of househe.aa’. It is useful to
asoertaln vhut types of hcu&shciis are prevalent im the area. Ye
wish to 11 it if & farmer astays with hig prronts or relatives or
whather the o le lives Ly itsels. Thiz is w:lavant in so far as
it indisatae the extent of family lsbour involved im the ocultivation
of padi. Prom the following acalysis, 1t will be saen that padi
culti ation ir this aren is mainly a family affulr 1.e. almost every
mombar cf the femily who is able, lends a hand in the cultivation of
the padi crop. Consequeniliy, very few farmeras upend any money in the
hiring of loabourers to work their padl lote. Jerhapa it would be
pscessary to siress at thie point that most of the farmers in this
ares own z three sore piece of land. Thus in many instances, a
Tarily of seven or eight can provids enough lobour to cultivate the
pilece of land so that the necessity for the eapluyment of hired
labour dogs pot arise.

Households are olassified into nine different types. This
claseifiocetion is bussd on the relatiuvnship oi each member in the
same housshcld to the head of the housshold. The head of the house—
held i3 the bread-winner either male or female. Income earning
capacity or serdority in age may be the determinants for the defini-
tion of head of the household. Below is a ‘desoription, briefiy of
the nine types of households.

1) <Couple with ohildren. This is the typical
howsehold usually found in a family. It oonsists
of no "outsider" but etriotly of man, wife and
ehiliren, the children can bs natural or adopted
ghildren. The analysis later on :wiil show that
the iypioal household is the most imporiant,
mumarieally.

*?ha torm household, is used to define & number cof persons
living and suidng together. If they live togother in the same house,
but do net shers a common household budgst, they are considered sejarate
households. Thus in & house, there may be vne or several housseholds.




2}  Coupls or man and wives.

3) Couple :ith parentis) gné,ﬁith/withaut child-
Ten. The parents here refer to parentis; of
either wife or husband.

4) Couple with misoslianecus relstives.

5)  Widew/widowar and obildren.

tousehcld, with his or her
SRR

6) A single perscu
cun domastic arr

hnud.e This type of house—
housekolds whose hoads do

1)  Ths non-resident
held represents ik
not stay at home.

& rorngsl. This 1s an arrangement made Ly a

groun of unreluisd gperanns of the same osex, staying
snd living togeihs 3 sharing a ocomson house~keej—
ing arrangement. 2y sould be mnles or all females.
This type oI housebosli is bhowever not fournd in Sekin-
ckan.

%) Cthers. This i: a residual ocategery. One
gomnor exmmple 14 eiiher a widew or widower living
with ohildrer: and relatives.

Prom Table 3.1 it wiil be seen that the dominamt housshold

»;pa in the padi area of 3skinchar is the family type of households.
“hay form a total of 443 houssholds cut of E£70. Fext ir order of
aggnitude iz tae oouple witk misnellanecus relatives. Here there are
151 households. Amcong the Shinese; it 18 quite usual for relatives
lixe uncles and coueins who are an&mpleyad to live with their relstlives.
“hile this is in a certain way bene icial; we find that seriocus
disadvantages also arise. This 1a due to the fast that the asount
of land that the farmer has is more or less {ixed and addition to Zhe
pumber of his housebold, would bring upon the sdditional difficulty
of more mouths tc feed. Labour becomes exoessive in relation to
tuie amount of land with the r:e:lt ibkat "the law of diminiabing
returns” operates. As a mattsr of fact, the problem in Sekirchan
iz not one of labour but rather c¢i scarity of land. Many farmers have
~somplained that the 3 aors plece ¢i land which they cwn does not
produce srough for them to support their dependents. Cne must not
forget the faot that padi is harvested only onoe a year and the income
ootained from the padi harvest for a given year, will be largsly

osponsible for the farmer's subsistenoe for the same year. Hence if
the amount of aoreage ocould bo inersased, a ceriain measure of improve-
ment in the economio oondition ol the farmers can be bLrought about.

he Table smhows that there are 61 single persor household
vhich represents about T4 of the total number of households. One
srobable reason oould be that their wives have died and the children
Lave moved away.
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Types of louseholds

Hiousehold '
Humber Percentage
“w . .
o | 1) Couple uith children 443 5055
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2) Couple 22 2.53

3) Couple with parent(s) &

with/witheut ohildren 34 3.92
4) Couple with misoellznecus
' relatives 151 17.37
53 hidow/vidowaer 4 childrer Ge 10.12
6} “ingle person 61 7.G2
7) Won-resident head 5 C.58
%) Others 66 T.59

Total 870 100.00

i8 cur survey waus oconducted durins the off-scagc:n one may
thi k thai swuother provadle ressun ocould be uuc to the rest of the
family moviiug elsewhere in search of seasonal seusupation like rubber-
tapping and otuer odd-jobs instead of planting otf-season orop.
Zut this is not likely for if we refer tc Tables 4.1 and 4.2 in the
following ohapter we see that the psrcentage o1 odd~jobber is slgni~-
ficant only 1.27

ihe fust that orly five houssholds has non-resident head
indicate that most of the heads of households do not go elsew.ere
for odd jobs to supplement the income of the XIarm. This probable
is due tc ihe dislike of being away from the funlly. 30 long a3
they can munage %0 kesp ihe pot boiling they roiber not go away from
their family.

ibs ssoond ocategory l.e. couple witicut ckildren form the
second lowest percentage only 2.53%. This shouws the fertility rate
of the population in Bekinchan is bigh. This speculation is backed
by the prediominance of the couple with children categorys Sush
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being the o4se it is prodable that Juvenile delinguesnsy eculd be a
socisl problem in future unless they are being absorbel in the farms
or provided with an education that i1s high enocugh for thes to look
for more lucrative ocoaupation elsewhars.

To sum up we see that the familial type of nousehold ls
particularly outatardding ccnstituting svout T5% of $ha sotal house—
holds. It seeas that moat oouples have to stay nadt only with their
pargnts but also with misovllianecus relatives. This is a ocmmon
fenture among ths Chinese ovmmurity beocause thn Chinese prefer large
family which to them represent siygns of prosperity.

Regarding the diatribution of housekolds by dialect groups,
it car be seen frou Taile 3.2 that the Hokkien have tue nighest
paroentage (31.994). This is no surprise sinoce the livkkien form the
major disleot group. The Cantonese households natwmlly come next in
nuaber, as they are scoond to the Hokkiens in terma of population.

‘The total number of bhoussholds of all the other groups are all appro-
zimately proporiionsl to thsir population size.

TABLE 3.2

DISTRIBUTION OF KOUSES aFD HOIUSEHOLD BY DJIALECT ORCUPS

T T sl | Peresntage

Rt NG, of | Wo. of ¥o. of Fo. of
Houses | Housshold Bouses Housebhold

Hokkien 249 260 31.13 1:1.98
Cantonese 230 23H 28.75 28.91
Halden 148 150 16.42 18.4%
Kwangsai 55 29 T3 T.26
Teochew 19 79 Ga 9.72
Hainese 29 29 3.03 3.57
Foochow 2 2 0,25 0.25
Hengwah 1 2 Uell3 C.25
Others 3 5 L33 C.62
- Total | 800 Bié 1{){2.5‘}6 I 100.00




Comparing hwuses with househclis, 1t ocan be seen that only
the Hokkiens show a -triking cutnumbering ©i househclds as compared
to the numbsr ci houses. There are 50 Hokkien housshold: ocompared
with 245 houses. Thia is aguin due tc their lexye numvers. The
faot that moat of the houses have orly one household, does not
neces:arily mean that only single families, i the sense of m=an, wife
and ohildrer live in them. Tiere may ue seversl related familles
living together, Lut as they all probably work ¢ commonly owmd land,
£ind it convenliant to share a commcn household wud et. Thus is more
likely %o be true in a rural area, uLecmuse ur urban areas, relatives
need not usually have to be ocompletely ussless dupendents. They ooul:
always help in une way or another in the padl wultivation, whereas s
alerk oould ot possibly bring two of three ol lds relatives to help
hie in the oifiocs. Another reason triostable to most
nousse having orly one househcld iz woat of the fumilies
are &0 large iliai they have no room far Lenant:.

Pable 3.3 illustrates the diatribuiiocr ol housshcld types
vy dialect grougs. It can be seen that, the inal household -~ man,
wife and childrsn has s high propertion among w«il the dialect groups-
The Focchow hawe 200{ but it must be poinied vu: that there are only
twvo Foochow fumiliesz. The Hakks have the lowesi percentages of this
type of household {42.69°). Coming to the catogory of couple with
miscellaneous rilative whioh oconatitutes the sscond most significunt
olass ‘17.37) e find that the Teochow has the highest peroentags
(25.40/) followed by the Jokkien with (23.1) the Hinanese has the
lcweat percentage (6.9 ). Many of the faurmer‘s relative live with
him because tiey are uremployed and vecause oi whis fact they lend a
hard in the osultivation of the padi orop., Thiu I believe, only
serves to agoravate the under—employment and dee-dsnoy provlem.
Assuaing that the farmsr's family can provide #dflcient labour to
run the farm und mssuming that resources are fixed, additional appli-
cation of lubour will not incrsase output covsider:bly. This
agair leads itc the observation that lind and capital resources should
be increased i order that the labour potentislities may be tapped
to the fulleast extent.

“he fsot that familial type of househoid form the highesi
percentage in all dielect groups indicats that tie labour ;ssd in
farming procus: is derive! mainly from family wsouw ges. Even child-
yver. at the aye¢ ofien so lend o bond in the furm.

In Sekinchan therefore, farming iv woswatially e family
affair with ovayy member of the family lendi hande  Normally
a Tarmer can find suffiocient labour from his 1§ 1y to work his

three acre picce of land, 30 that the necessiiy ¢l employing padi

lzbourers doss not arise in most cases.

® v . -
ut it has the second highest pereentage (52.15%) under the

s +
oouple with ahildren categury.
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Blaleet Groups

M| Totel | Mk | Gof | Hek. | Teo, | Keem | et | Foo. Rong, | Others| Mx.' | Total
‘ 2 - 3.41 5,90 zeg 8.85% 3,45 - - - A B8 2.8
3 3 538 2.8 | 20 | 58 L ool . . - 6,12 | 3@
§ | WY | mIs NS0 101 | 2580 | 2036 | 69| - . - 1936 | .37

- & 3.@ ‘2078 31 33&' 8033 ‘o 7“ ‘ﬁqss - 5@. 0 zﬁca - ‘ac 32

‘ 6' 3535 QQ37 { 8.57 ZOM 29-3&’ 3.&5 L] - » ﬁ-‘z ?c&
1 s 038 8.85]| . . . 345 . - . 2.00 | 0.58

3 ] 48 8.85) 5.5 | 134 | nee | 330 3.8 . . 20,0 | 2.64 | 7.5
& f 678 | 160.00! 100,00, 100,00 100.06| 100,00 108.00] 168,00 | 100,00 100,00 100,00/ 100,00
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