UHAPTER IV

GOQURATIV

Conoepts and Definitions

The damts on the occupatiun in Sekinchan havu been cclleate&,’
uaing the gainful worker spproache By this method, each person is
asked sbout his usunl or custcmary ocoocupation and enumorated as such.

The oo.oupatior of a pesrson is defined as the iype of work
performed or the irado folloved. In the oase of a perwon who has.
nore than one ogsupation , the one in which he spends most of his
working time om, i3 taken to be bhis main ovocupation snd he is clessi-
{ied aoccordingly in the Table.

The study of the many types of ccouaptions represent not
only the means from which the community drawas its iivselihood but
alsoc serve to remind the readers not to asscoiate Seidnchan with
yurely farming activities alone. There is a wide rangs of other
cocnomic activities ms depioted by the Tables.

The cosupational status of the population cuzm be simplified °
into main ddvisions,

a) Eoonomisally active.

b) Coonomisally inactive.

The economionlly aotive population

It comprises of persons who are working in ke economio
sense; working baing lefined as directly engaged in the production
of eoccnomic goods und services for sale io the puslice It includes:-

1) BSelf-employed Category

&) Seif-employed Farmers Here the farmers
works on a plecs of land rented or owred under
his name. The msjority of the farmers in
Zszinchan are, however, owner-cperators

b) Hopsehold farm labour They refer %o all
those who do not rent or own land but work on
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sugk land &3 unpaid f&nilyfISbcurl. Sueh
persons usually are the wives, daughters,
sons, deaughter—in-laws or relatives who are
staying in the house. In certain caases,
married women atill work for their parento
or relaiives thougb they may stay in an~
other bouse. Numerioally, this is the
sost important group.

The other occoupational groups under
"Self—-eupleysd category” aret~

s) Havkers.

4) ‘“hoskeepers and Stall-holders.
e} rishermen.

£} Tuxi-drivers.

Pig resrers.

ot

h

S

Tailors.

2! Employed Category

a) Hired Farm Labour They are those people
who hire themselves ocut to other farmers as
paid farm lgbourers.

b} Udd-jobbers They refsr tc ihoue persons
who will do whatever sort of job that cone:

their way. This type of jobs rangeas from
asslsting in the padi fields to performirg house-
workx for octher people.

z) Clerks and Hanagers.
d) Servios and Sales
eé) Jardeners.

f) Chop-Assistants.

g) |JHiscellansous Services Under this sategory
are lumped those ooocupations like oontra:tors,
merchanics, watch-makers stcy; whoss number 1s
conaidered too amall to warrant a special classi-
fication. However there are no hard and faet
rules in the damarcation of occoupation groups.

I“ﬁnyaidﬁ in the sense tha} they do not draw regular wages.
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In zome Uraduation Exercises wery detailed
elassification ia set up vimi—~ (o), (d), (e),
(£)y (8)s (b} under the broad ulamsification
of "Self-employed’ whereas in other Bxarcise
these ares lumped under Miscellaneous Servioces
as weil. 70 present a more aouurate analysis
on adjustment is made in 4.1, i extracted from
Miscelianeous Servioces ithose vooupations that
by right skould bslong to either (o), (4}, (e),
(£, ?g} or (h) and restriot to Miscellansous
Services thoss ocoupatiocn groups not found in
the main tables i.e. Tableas on Listribution of
Locupation by Dialect groups and Distridbution
of Goaupation by Sex and Age. Fleass refer
to Appendix 1 for the adjustmenis made in
Table 4.1. I{ 1s unforiunate ihat I am not
able to make such adjustments in Tables 4.2.
and 4.3 beocause the writers did not tabulste
those under Hiscellaneous Sgrvies into lislect
groups and into Sex and Age.

1y inactive ‘opulstion

"Loonomionlly inmotive” in the zenss that they dc not sontri-
W ie in any way to the family inocome. This inoludes:—

a) Umemployed Those who are not directly engaged
in the production of eccnomioc goodus and servioces for
sale to the public and at the same Lline not actively
looking for jobs.

b) Household workers Inoluded in this categery
are the houvsekives as well as any otier group of
persons who perform domesetio work in the house.

o) ltudents.

d, Fhetired Parmers This group conaists of those
who have retired from work because of vld age.

e) Children

£} Ueknown ‘This ocomprisss of those whose age or
sex bad not been disclose, plus soms, whose occupsa—
tional details only are lacking.

Z2ractical Problems

In clagsifying persons by their osoupaiions certain diffi-
culties are encounterad. For example, the household workers,
besides her housshold chores, or students after their school hours,
may help in the psedi fields. Since the hours spent in the variocus
activities are not specified, such person have been classified as




bousshold vorkers and students, being ir all probability mainly
engaged as such. However if & person states definitely that she
works most of the time in the fislds or in soms specified jobs, and
helps in the house in her free hours only, ther she is placed in the
category of the sconomiocally active. ome farmers do take up some
Other jobs whioh may be as equally important as farming, but the
number oI such persons is found to be too smali %o warrant a spsoial
classification,

Genornl Amlﬁ_ﬂi& of Cooupations

By classifying the populaticn intc sownomically active and
sconomically inuotive, we ocan deduce from Table 4.1 that 46.91F% of
the populaticn are evonomically active, and 53.04/ econcmiocally in-
active.  iThe Tuble also shows that about 40 of the population are
engage: 1: risce farming. The other categories of ocoupations as:ount
for about T° of the populatiocn. There is thus & glaring contrast
between the labour embedded in the agrioultursl sestor and those in
the other ccoupational groups. But their mimority does not mean
they are of ne imporisnce. In fact, those ououp ticnal groups
contribute valuable services to the agrioultural economny since they
oater the daily needs of the farmersa. Sucsh idvision of labour ie
vital to the exosesive specialisation of agrieulture. A probable
reagon why =0 few are eugaged in trades like contrictors, mechanics,
taxi-drivers etc. may be that in such a small town there iz a lack
of training fuscilitics Lence the bulk of the population. is still
centred round the farm. Ury 1t may be due % aye oconservatism to
follow the father's foctstep. After all the “hinese on the whole
are conssrvative pecple.

Under the olassification of Economically inactive population
%@ find that Children and Students conatitute the bulk of it repreésent-
ing about 69% of this olaesification. The implisation of this is
that praotisally all of the adult populaticn are working. It would
be appropriste %o say something about part-time farm labourers.
Hany students snd bousehold workers do help in the farm vhenever

23& can say that there iz an over estimation of the sconomi-
cally inactive population because large proportiors of childrer below
ten years old are included. From the Table we see that children
form the highest percentage (377) of the econvmically inastive popu-
lation. Strietly speaking, children should be exeluded since we
simply cannot expeot them to contribute to the family income.

Another poiné to be borme in mind is that = oonsiderable portion of
those olae:«ified under "Ocoupation Unkrown" ar: children. They are
mainly from the age of seven to temn, Wwho are not sahocling and not
helping in the farm. However we are including these under the
Zoonomically inmetive category because this will glve us a batter
picture of the dependensy problem.
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they‘aan»B As such the number of peocple working in the fara ia
actually larger than the figure gives ir the Table. As shown in
the Table only 2.59& of the population is unemployed. This shove
that unemployment dces not pose a3 & serious prodblem hers but this
canrot be taken as a sign of prosperity comsidering the fact that
agrioulture generally creates self-eu:loyment to the farm familyd.
de a matier of faot, many people prefer agrioculture beocsuss it pro-
vides family employment so cur earlier aspeculation of “hinese occm
servatliae ias quite corrsot.

Taking the eocnomically imactive population as a whole we ,
find that 53.065 of the total population are depsndent on the 46.91%
of produstive labour force. OUn the faoe it the dagree of dependency
is thus serious. However & aore eareful analysis shows ithat the
depesdensy problem is nct as formidable ss 1% appears. He Rhave
' seen in our earlier discussion many studenis and household workers
do lend u helping hand in the farm whewevor they can. Except for
those who are classified undsr "Retired™ no one is a completely use—
less dependent. Here a oonsoling factor is only O0.75% of the popu—
iation are under the "Retired" category. A oloser study shows in
astual fast it ia the proviaion of future eamployment oppurtunities that
planners have to foous their attention. The potential labeur force
is ocontained in the large number of children and students. ZTogether
they socount for about 38% of the population. VWhen this potential
lgbour force comeas to the market, the question of employmemt ie such
a selfi-gontained sgricultural eoconomy will pose a seriocus problem.
Sufiice to say that the demand for edusation, both primary and secon-
dary, the heslth and medical facilities satering for these young
population are matters of urgenoy.

From the Table we see that 3.3+ of the population are
under the category "Oocupation® Unkmown' 1ield workers hawe mot been
ahle to account for their cooupations and their sex and age. They
are what is popularly known among us a3 the "Hard-X¥ute"? who are
austile and unoco-operative. ¥o informmtion can be extramcted from
themn.

BEven if they do not work on the padi plot they are commonly
sngaged in vegetable growing on their own houie lote.

qfhough unemployment does mot pose as s serious problem here,
the proviem of under—employment certainly exista. Ir faot during
our fieid investigation farmers complaii sl to us that there was not
enowugh lund to keep the whole family cecupied throughout the year.
This is wo surprise as moat of them have oaly three aore lots. An-
other point is padi iz a seasonal orop.

5§ha percentage of these who are known as ‘hard nuts' is

aotually lower for a considerable proporticn of thess are children
whose sex, age and ocooupation are not onumerated.
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We shall now tuke & closer look at the Eoomomically astive
population. The Table shows that as an ocoupational group farming
rank first in the order of importance, constituting about 4Ux of the
tota) populaticn. Hipresuved in terms of sconomically astive popula~
tion ebout 88% of the eeomomically gotive population are engeged in
osoupations centred arcund the fara®. This high progorticvn ef farm
ing aotivity indioates ihai the utilization of lebour rescurces is
directed mainly in sgriculture. Sinoe they oconstitute abwut 88% of
the soonomically active population, 1% is trus to suy, as put forvard
by Professor Ungku Asie ip his arti'~ "The Jevelopment and Utilization
of Labour Resources in South asy Asia”, thet "Bural Uatour means
primarily Agricultural ILabour”.

An lmportant and indispemnsable source of labour imput in
the farwes is found irn the housshold faras labours. 4about Z3. of the
population axe in this group. Expressed in teras of soevrumically active
popul. ticn it 15 about 52 Thisz is not surprising because almost
every wember of the farmer's family sssist in the farm. This con-
firms the amalysis in Chapter 2 that padi cultivatior is meinly a
fﬁiiy affair. E

Hired farm ialour is insignificant (C.925% of the teoial
population). This oan bs eamsily explained. Host of tie fermers get
ali the labour they require from their owm children or rslutives.

In faot hired farm labour is prevalent only in farme owned Ly sged
farmers who have no household farm libours tc help ip the culiivation
or in ocases where here i3 absentee owvpnerabip of land!. loraally
hired fars labours are paid in kind. Parmer do not wisk to commit
thenselves to monetary waju: for the hire? help beoause i the
urcertainty of the harvest and aleo Leocsuse liquid asseis arc generally
[£344.9 oo - IW '

The important people in this analysis are of coursc the
farmere proper ‘i.e. thoss who own and cperste their own landu. The
Table shows 15.9% of the poupulation sre under this olassification
representing 33.6% of the esonomically active population. Thewe

[ ve—

6?h9 farmers of Jekinchan practice & ayster ci wif--season
sropping of brinjals, wWoimscoy yaws and vegetables to veooupy ‘hemselves
with amd to substantiate thelr iuncome during the padl off-scnson :
whioh ia from April to wptesber.

‘Although it is not within our analysis, it can be mentioned
that there is a veriain amount of exchange labour amonyg the farmers
themeslves. Striotly speaking, some farmers 40 hire farm labourers
for mowing, veeding au. even during the harvesting period. But the
lubour so hireil usually ocmes from snother ethnic group (partioularly
Malays, who reside in avotusr ares. This may be due to thu faot that
Kalay labour are probably cheaper. Cther reasons may be due to
sooial status. Hormally, ihe Chinese people are not so inclined to
work for others.
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people are the pillars of the farzing escnomy. Rormally these pecple
are the heads of the family and the wajor work in Operating the farm
is in their hands. They direct cther members of the family and the
important cperations such as deociwsi- naking are left in their hands.
Thus in many respects these are the important people of our analysis.

Astribution of Socupa

tion Oroups by iisleot

Having given a general snalysis of oocupations we shall
now preoceed to study the pattern of tacupations among the different
drisat groups.

Table 4.2 shows the cooupstion groups by dialeoct. LEpress~
ed in terma of peroentages for the various dialeot groups the Hakkas
and ihe Cantonese have the Lighest #roportion of farmers about 208
erob while the Hinanese have the lowssi percentage (9.74%), But
aw ve ahall see later this 1s due ic the Hinsnese having a much high-
er proportion of their population wie are in cooupations other than
i am‘iﬁép

The Hokkeins appear tc¢ have a relatively large number of
ghildren in both absolute and percertage terms. Cut of ths total
Hokiden populaticn 23.45% are obildren under ten years of age. In
abeclute terms it iz 435, Thus unless the Hokkiens can inocrease
their land and cepital resasources to meet the demands of an increased
labour force in the future, sericus unemployment and under-employment
problem will be encountered.

Turning tc the Hakkas anc the Cantonese they have a smallar
proportion of children relative to the Hokkiens ~ abocut 16- eamoh
a& oompared tc the Hokkiens, (23.45+)s 4Am far as the student
pepulation is oonoerned these three main dialeot groups have about
the same percentage about 16% to 17,

The signifiocant feature in vur atudy of the Hinanese group
is tant comparatively they have the largest student population.
245.G64 of the Hinanese population are studsnts which seem to indiocate
that the Hinanese are reiatively more progressive.

Looking at the sconomicaliy inactive olassification as a
¥hole we see that the Hokkiens and the Teochews have the higheat
percentage sbout 597 sach. This compares rather unfavourably with
the 50% for the Kwangsal, and 48/ and 43% figures for the Cantonese
uud dekkas respectively. The higher iokkien and Teochew berosntage
is mainly dus to the fact that the Hokiiens and the Teoshsvs have
ihe highest percentage of housshcld workers, about 114 and 15
respectively. The Hinanese alsoc folicw the trend of the Hokkiens
ani Teochews. This can be partly explained by the faoct that the
Hinanese and the Teochews have the highest percentage (about 16
and 10% respsotively) of the population who are in oo upations other

tian farming wherear @.g. Only 3.32 of the Cantonese ave in a
similar position. Compared to the Cantonese the figuresfor the
Hokidens is relatively high (5.49%). ¥or men in such oscupations
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like taxi-driver, clerk and manacer, their wives san hardly be of any
help except in looking after the house.

Unlike in "self-employei” ccoupations like Tarming, family
workers carrot be utilized. Thi: deducticn is supported by the Table
+hich shows that the Hokklens, Teooksws and the /inmnese have a rela-
tively low percentage of thosze classzified under “self-employed farmer
- 12.55% 10,75 and 9.74 respsctively. This is to be compared with
the Cantonese and the Hakkas whe have 20.25% and 20.41% respectively
under the "self-amployed farmer”’ ocategory.

Une common fuature among all the dimlect groups is the high
psrcentage o wehold Tarm labour, It carrci be over emphasied
that unless suiiicient land i3 available under-anployment iz a matier
of urgent ocoensers for planners.

ipavi from farming and a few other sccupations like fishingg

faxi-driver and the keeping of small businesses, there seem to be faw
secure jobs. Jesides fishing ie something that is carried onm by the
young only. from the Table it seemsz to be further confined to Just cne
disleot group, ths Teochews. This parily acoounits for the ralatively
high percentass of Retired ' persons under the Teochews — 1.76% as
compared with the other dialeocts which are balow 13,

k4

As Tow taxi-drving and the kesping of wusll busainess, they
are oocoupations which need capital usually available only in middle
ages. Thus, ihe fairly young seem to be only left with odd jobs and
others like the peddling of goods and being employed as shop assistants.
As bas been meriloned, this may be due to lack < training facilitiss.

o

]

In sonoluding our amelysis of the comauuztiions of the varicus
dialect grouss several observations may now bo G In the first
place we firl that the larger portion of the popuisiion of all the
dialect groupx 1o involved in farming and that the labour employed is
derived mainly Zrom Familial Sources. Thias oconelusion is supported
by the faot that only 0.92% of the populatiom ur: classified as hired
farm labour. vazondly although in all the dinlect groups there is

a high proportises of students, children and Lounshoeld workers the
problem of depsrdency iz by no means serious as housshold workers and
students af$sr ssinool hours normally lend a heludiry hand in cultivation.
In fact in rursl sconomies children who are from seven and above ars
an asset and n~t a liability. Very often they :iay behind tc look
after their ycumger brothers and simters while (lLuir parenmts go to
work 1n the field. They are thus rendering useful services.

Tkirdly, Unemployment, as we have secn ipeed not cause son—
cern as yet. #ut 1f employment opportunities carmoi be increased
and land and capital resources has to remain as it is with the mejority
of the farmers ovming a thres acre piece of land, then in time tc coms

“In faot fishing is concentrated in = village called Kitam.
The populace here is mainly Teochew.



unemployment may pose as & grave problem. Hence, the cbjectives of
Tuture planners ashould bLe the provisicn of training faeilities and the
increase in land suwi capital rescurces ic meet the m;p&nding labour
force ocontained ip the large nuaber of children and siujentse. It is
net labour but sapital thasi i: deficient.

Cooupaticn Uruups by sge and Sex

in order t¢ atudy the ocontributicn of malas and females at
varicus age ranges %o agrisultural productiocn, we compute the distri-
buticn of coocupatiorn groups by ags and sex. Thic is given in
;ﬁblé »; . E;u

4s I hawe divided the population in Sekinahan under the two
Lroad categoury of soononmically active population and esonomiocally
iractive populativr I shall hers pursue the anal 3 along this line,

Leavin: wuids the "unkrowvn" oategory, Table 4.3 shows that
gut of the total posulation sbout 28: of the mals ation are
economically active and about 247 evcromically irauiive. By compari~
son, the femalss have about 127 of the total pop 3 within the
catesury of geovnouloally active population and avovuft 265 econcmically
inactive. The vcle play by the fomales In this g 2i-ultural eccnomy
is thus consilersile.

From the Table we sec the distribution of usles and females
ncoupation groups i varicus age groups. The y@~“'t%icn of "Farmers”
for males mrd females under 20 years old is very 1
zales an& fifteer fur females. The majority of ths °
found ir the c¢l’ ¢ groups i.8. 55-6. years. I i&iﬁx that the

4% “Farmera" fou in this age group are ithe plonsers of the Jekinchan
favaina ATa8. Goviddering the fact that the Jekincuesn padl cultive~
ticn scheme was cpowad avcut sixteen years age it iz net surprising
tc find a conces tion of "Farmers" in this age : These were
the people who c¢one over ito Sekinchksarn in their aid rties to plant
and they were Lhe puuple responsible in large messwe for the success
or feilure of the Tesettlement IScheme. Also withir ihis age range,
5564y the number of farm workers (i.e. househol: + help and hire-
hely) and cdd~; r& are relailvely scarce as 20 t¢ the number
of self-emplcyel farmers. Une feature 10 note is - relatively
spall proporiion of female farwers only 174 as ocowpared to the 599
mgle farmers. Thiz is parily due to the Chiness rom of female
submiselion {0 men. Therefore land titles are ir the husband's naume.
Sowe of the femaleas own land because the husban’ hzg amore than one p
plece of land. La vne perscn 1s entitled to only ows plsos cf free
state land, additicnal pisce (8) cpa cnly bs obtaine? through using
the wife's nams. However, mcst of the fomales 3 win aud operate
the land are widows who have aoguired the title of  shs - 4iitle of the
iarnd on tke deaibs of their husbands.

,,,,,

This smell mumber of fsmale farmer is to bLe
the large mumber ¢f lemsale household farm help.
cutnumber their a@la scunterparts. This can be

first, thoee wemen who get married live with their

aontrasgted with
certainly

Aned. In the

shands or in-lavs
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and work for them as household farm assistanta. Seocondly, most of

the wives follow their husbands to the fields to work, that is,

they are household farm asasistant first and housewives second. The
highest nuambasr of female housshold assistant ave found in the age group
15~19. They sre normally those who had just left school and are in
the "interim” period of marriage.

The Table shows very olearly that household farm labourers
sre concenirated mainly in the younger age groups. Setween the
ages of 15-24, 665 people are classified as housshold farm labourers.
Out of these 33C are males and 275 females. I +the total it is the
females that ouimumber ithe males ithis shows the {emales are spread
over a grealur ags range. Tie faot that & large portion of the
bhou ehold farw labourers are in the youngsr wge zroup poses an
intereating queation. These pscple are in the prime of life and as
such thelir latour potentialitles are definltsly high. The question
therefore arises ~ are the labour potentialities of this group of
eocncaically sutive population fully utilised? I4 is rather a
misfortune thut a large nuamber of the aoiive population should ve
ocnfined $o0 padi-planting because "padi farming i: characterisedl by
small farus, hdga rents, low ylelds and much indebtednsss as well as
price expleitulicm by traders. The inoome ¢f many of the padl
farmers is nearer 350 a month than 3100".9 If this be the case ther
surely these yvung people would be more econcmically employed else~
vhere. doweviur, this is not a ready solution osing tc the scarcitv
of employment opportunities and the traditional reluctance of the
Chinese to live away from the family.

consequently, one would oonclude that vnder—employment
exists in Jekinokan. The farmer has a limite  three aore piesoce of
land, and semuvera of his family provides $he negesasary lsbour to oul-
tivate it. ihe gquestion is whether too much lavour is being utilised
on that plese oif land. If the aoreage ¢f the farmer ocould be inoreas—
¢d then perhaps an important step in the direction of increasing
farm inoowes o.uld be made. As our analysis has shown, the prodlem
is not one o whother there is sulficient labour Lut rather on of
whether the exisiing labour supply could find suiiielent outlet for
its potentismiities.

We wse: that ithe majority of {those claszified under "hire~
help" and "oli=joLber" are males. This reflect a certain traditicmal
Chinese attiiude towards female labour. Female labour seems to be
used sither ¢ ‘he farm or in the home. For aXdample, the rearing
of pigs seem tu be the preserve of the femmles, Very few go out
to work for cthers but another spesulation is ‘here are not much
employment opportunities. Similarly with mipur exceptions all thoae
classified undsz "sales and services", "hawker” s c males whereas

%ijﬁii Asis:s "Faots and Fallucies sivut the Malay economy
-~ in retrospact with new footnotes ~ Ekonomi — Valume 3, Fo. 1,
becember, 1504,
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cosupations like "taxi--driving”, "fisbing , "shopkecper”, "shop-assis-
tant , are sirictly the .reserve of men. Ir the “"miscellaneocus”
categoery ihe:s are only 2) Ismales compared o ihe B7 mules. In the
"upkrows” aatesory neurly an equal number of wale: and females have
thelr cocupation unknowri.

The small nuober of people who arc angmged in occupations
other than farming lends support to the statoment that in Sekinchan
occupaticns ars centred rcund the firm. This leads one to apeculete
if increass: omployment opportuniiiss would buvelit the populaiion.

Soming to the "atudsnt” catsgory we sec that children inm
Gakdinohken vooelve only elemeniary sducation lasting for a.out live
to alx yeavs. irevitably thesy end up or the ferm as farz—help and
this faat 7 make one think tha:t litile pru ress will be achleved
in the 1lix :he comsunity. If parent: 40 not make rlans for their
shildren to find slternative and more lusrailva ocoupations, and if
there i3 no inoreased in thelr land resourses, eventually as the
ilabour force indoreasas seriocus problems would arise.

B

L

frow the Table we also ses that sale studentas greatly
sutnuazer their female counterpsrtis, This 1% not in the least sur—
prising. Tne Chinese are conservative peeplﬂs They attach greater
importance in ihe eduscation of sons than daughtera. It 1s quite
surprising e see that in the age group 20—2 ' w#¢ have three male
students sl two female students. It is likely an error in enumera—
tion or they amay be from quite we.l to do families who can afiord
tc send ihelr suns and daughters for higher siucaiion outaide Sekincha:.
In our instruction sheet, we ars ot to enumersate people staying away
from home Lutl some enumerators ;i -ht huve made the mistake

Another feature is thers are only ninsty-sever studenis in
their late toens (15-15). It is an unfortunate feature that children
have onls o formsl education spending about fivo to six years in
achool. Under such circumstances is ther: any hope that the child
would find employment outside the farm?

F.rmers normally do not believe ir hi her education for their
children =ni this ocupled with the faot that {arm incoumes are too
low for the furmers to send their older ohildren to schools has been
largely re: omsible for the educational backvardmess of the 3ekinchan
population. “ducation is mainly through the Chinese-mediunm.
Again lack u{ educatiocnsl faocilities may e rosponsible for the sdu-
cational baskwardnesa. There are very {ew ucuivols in 3skinchan
ani there iz arly one secondary sahool — the Yolke Kuan Chinese Secon-
dary Schocl. It is obvious that thers is muok room for the improve~
ment of sducaticn fscilitie:s amd this would g a long way in er,
cating ths ti.dition prejudice towards edusabivn.

“yom the Table we see that thers are 1002 children who are
oy definiticn sconomically lnactive. In terms of percentages it is
asout 200 of ihe population. Bui as we havu sald earlier, children

n rural ar:.s do rendsr valuable servioces. They are an assei not
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a lianillity. T4t would not be surpriains tc find a okild between
8-10 yuars of age helping to keep birds {irvu the fields cor in sorting
out the padi. Thus they do not in any wa; aggravate the dependency
prehlen.

1eaving out the “unknown" oate;'r;, housshcld workers is ths
seagond highest olass of dependenta.  Sut the term economically inmo—~
tive 59 used ir the relmtive sense, fur lhewe people besiden doling
housewsh dc help in the farm. This Jurther reducea the dependency
probloem.

Ir oonoluding our analyeis oi couupation groups by age and
sex, wa Zind thet the main ocoupation are asntred rcund the farm with
1and titles mainly in the age group of $%~064.  Household farm labour
is 1ho muierity occupation group with fermles outmumbering males and
aosnoertroted iv the age group of 15-24. Shildren recelve only an
alewentar sducaticn, this being due io ithe inability of parents to
provide them with further educaticn snd a tendenoy to overlook the
benefits oi & sound cducation. Also a lac: of educational facilities
may bo responsible for the faot that few ahildren go to school,

he unemployment problem appeara to be of small significance
with only 3% of the pvpulation olassifie. under this group. I &
not thin: that in Sekinchan the problea is one of une@ployment.
People exx find work to do on the farms. .he problem is whether ihe
labour is fully utilised or mot and in thl: senes I think at present
undor—eanployment ia the problem and rot unsemployment.

iinally, the scope of employment opportunities ia apparently
limited az indicated by the fact only & saall proportion of the
populsiicn is employed in ocoupations cutclds the farm. In the
faraing rocess extensive uss is made of fumily labour and this leads
to the suggesticn that an inorease in 1and and capital resourcesa
would ¢ a long way towards increasing the farm incomes. 1 do not
mesn thet farm incomes are insufficlent to maintain the farmer and
his family at reasonable subsistence levelu - rather what I mean is
thsi Ffarm incomes could be inoreased and with a higher level of in—
come the standard of living of the Sekinckan farmers could be reised.
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