CHAPTER V¥

GUNCLUSIOR

Lur survey into the social and suonomioc life of the farmers
ir Jekischar has left us with a scmewhat enlightening lmpression of
1ife in the areu.

Population appears tc be fairly well balanced between the
meles and females. At present a large proportion of the population
are ir the younger age groups and this faot would indlcate that in
the future supply of labour would inorease und hence one problem of
the futurs would be to provide suffiocleni nmployment opportunities.

4 study on types of houschcld indicates that padi cultiva-
tion in t.i2 area is mainly a family affair i.e. almost every member
of the family who i3 able, lends s hand in the cultivatiun of the
padi-crope

+hilst our analysis of the Sekinchan furming area has not
reveals’ =ny glaring problems inherent tc the area, nevertheless, the
situstion i3 far from satisfactory. HMret and foremost, farmers de-
pend mainly on the padi orop for their livelikcod. But as we know
padi harvest is subjeot to fluotuations hence making farm incomes
uncertaine. uring our survey we find that the farmers do practice
& system ci off-season oropping of brinjsl:s, tobacco, yams and vege—
tables to cosupy themselves during the padi off-season but thias i
pot donc on a big enough scale. This le d: us to speculate that
with greastor enocouragement given to diver=ificeticn of crops, and
the provisicn of cther smploymsnt venue: the incomes of the farmers
aculd parhaps be inoreased.

‘armers have often complained of uncertainty of the water
supslye In faot at the time of the survey there was drought in the
HT8E . i‘hough the efforts of the Dralnagv und Irrigaticn lepartiment
has vesern ocmmendable there is still much rvom for improvements. The
spening of more irrigation canals and the employment of more trained
persornel might see better results in padi production.

Perhaps, the most conspicucus “"luok"” in Jekinoban is land.
Farmers generally have three acres of lande Hence in many casss
farm incomaes are low simply because farmers do not have sdequate
rescurces to work with. It is my belief that if land resouros:
sould be inoreased and due attention is given toc the value of orop
diversification the incomes of these hard working farmers gould be



considerably raised

Finally, a more effective educaticn policy should be imple-
mented. ue see that in Jokinchan there is s shortage of sdicational
fauoilities and this couple: with skepticism of farmers has becn largely
respousible for the educational baockwardness of the people. Lmoourage—
went and interest shown Ly ithe muthorities concerned would indeed
give the ostalytic effeot. The farmers certainly deserve ail the
attention and the moral support from the suthority for are they not
the buokbone of & developing ecountry like ours.
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