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ABSTRACT 
 
SCIENTIFIC REALISM, RELATIVISM AND THE PROBLEM OF THEORY CHOICE 

IN SCIENCE 
 
 
 
Theory choice in science is a central and fascinating issue in the literature of philosophy 

of science that has been argued from different perspectives.  One of the important 

problems in the thesis of theory choice is the rationality of theory choice.  Interestingly, 

philosophers of science incline to defend the rationality of theory choice, regardless of 

their philosophical standpoint, by demonstrating that the criteria of choice are plausible 

and rational in promoting scientific progress.  This study attempts to discuss and analyze 

the implications of the thesis of theory choice in scientific realism and relativism, which 

is a lacuna awaited to be filled.  This study is by no means an exhaustive investigation on 

the problem of theory choice.  The focus will be given to the plausibility of the criteria of 

theory choice, which is raised by different schools of thought, and its connection to 

scientific progress.           


