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of pevernzent and a otyle of 1ife imdigenous mnd appropriate to
the conditions of the country, Deing a part of vouth Last Asia,
the rroblems posed by these challences are compounded by the

intercats and involvement of powers external to the reglone

CHAPTER X

INVOLVIZENT OF EXTURNAL POWERS IN SOUTH GAST ASIA

South rast Asia because of ite strategic and economie
irportance has been and will eontinue to be the subject of
competition for influence betweem the foreign powers. -n the
past this competition has developed into a confyontation with
disastrous consequences for the countries in the region, The
coumetition in the future may be waped in a different fernm
but its effect on the security and stability of the region to

be sure will renain much the same,

South “ast Acin has a lon: history of involvenent of
external povers. fainly due to the economic and strategic
value of the rerion thisc involvenent has ancsumed nany forns
and has underpgone grent changes with one o other resson being
eophnsised at different times. The eariiest involwement began
as trade relations which developed into the creation 2 settle~
ments and finally into total occupation end colenisation of the
countries in Youth tast Asia., The colonisation of Britain, the
Netherlands, France and the United 3tates was replaced by that
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of Japan during the econd “orld War. The defeat of Japan sav
a terporary return to the ;regevar order which ended with the
independence of Indonesia, the ~hilip-ines, Burua end later
Lalaysia. Yhe form and features of t:e involvement of exiernal

povers today could be usefully cconsidered in turne

(a)

Until the vecond “orld var, except for the colonisation of
the :hiliprines, the United States had little interest and was
only nm=iginally involved im Jouth Lest Asia. Vorld Var I1, the
Korern ‘or ond the Ver in Indonesia vere the rajor milestones
thot ziorked the entyry of the United :itates into the affalrs of

South uast Asin,

United States's intorests in South East Asia could be
viewed from two aspects, one as a part of her anti-communist
canpairn and two as part of ther Big Power role in the global
nower structure, With the incrensing nationalisn of the
Jouth “ast Asisn countries, the end of a monolithic coimunist
ideology followed by s new attitude towards cotmunisen: and the
dehilitating effects of heor involvenent in Viotnam, the uUnited
States ic now olowly chengding the nature and the basic of her
cornituent to louth last Asia, The lidzon Doctrine if vegue
and obocure in rony respects i3 clear in one aspect w&ich is
a reduced United itates presence in Scuth kast Asia with the
countries thenselves playing a major role in any fight against
subversion, The United states' interest apperently will in
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future tierefore essestially be concerned with, if not the
naintenance of a preponderence of influence, the prevention of
any one-nation domiiance im the re.iovne ihough the basis of
sereconcorn oy bo Jdillereni.from wint it was twenty years ago,
tre interest throughout is similar in tint it io fundanmonta'ly

a strateglic interest.

it M" (ﬁﬂ&;‘u.ﬁQ)

Until culte recontly it can be said that Soviet inlerest
in Jouth Fast Asla was part of er glodal interest to encourage
tre ereation of povernnments socialist or communist in iaclination

if not in fact, and in the éontewt of the Cold “ar with the

United itates to compete for influence. Her early explicit
involvenent with countries in this area was with Indonesia and
with Tlorth Vietnam which she continues to support to this day

ir tho latterts strusgle with South Vietnan,

Soviet nceescion to Dipg Power status, her ideological
dispute with the ecple's lepublic of Chins which n:y be as more
tinn o conflict of national interests between Big Powers, the
PHC's pround reproaciing with the United States mand the urge
a:d iomulse to play the role of a Dig Powver which these considera~
tions creste have of late seen an incronse and introduced a degree
of specificity ip her interest in Jouth Tast Asia. Her concern at
one time to bring the Vietnam ver to an end and her pronosal for
the creation of an Asian Collective lscurity System presumably

stens largely from her fear of and desire to contaln a pre dominance
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of the “cople's Rerublic of China's influense in the regien,
Soviet interests like that of the United itates is acain
ecsentially a stratepiec one.

(e)

The i'eo

‘s ilepublic of vhina

2outh Last Asia Leing a part of the peripherics of the

reople's lepublie of China obviously las and undoubtedly will
continue to have a particulnr relavance and be of vital concern
to the Feonle's ikepublie of “hina. It has been more so by the
fact that through SEATU and other forms of bilatural arran;e=
nents countries in this area have alignod themaelves witu tie
tnited tates and ndopted a hostile poature towards the ieople's
Republic of “hina, If the theory is accessed that Big rowvers
have =& tendency to create a backyard  wherein they may excrcise
their influence to insure that no country becomes to trnem then,
just as Latin Amorica is the backyard of the United Liates and
as Taotorn Lurope of tie Union of Soviet sSociuliet liepublie,

80 Hmey south Uast Asia be turned into e bogckrard of the ileople's

Renublie of “hina.

The apparent -oviet attempt to eneircle the Feople's
Wepublic of Vhina, as nanitested by the forumer's firm support of
India apzainst Pakistan, her vague suggestions for an Asian
Collective Sesurity System and the resctivatiom of the Soviete
Japanese relations, which iz likely to heighten the People's
Republic of China's fears of insecurity could well induce the

Feople's Republiic of “hina towards such an inclination. The
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Yeople's lenublic of Shina ir‘events in south Sast Asia will
eoniinue Lo be ns it hog boer in the »8t te have countries in
bouth snmut lsie, i not subservient, at least not hostile to

hery o voduce United 'tntes' 4uflucnce a:d Lo sten nny Soviet's

(o dngrenne hor influernceo.

In conclusion n considerntion of the interest of the three

g Vovers inr outh Dast Asin suczrests the followin: featurestie

(1) thet their interests are in essence strategic and

in n senne wazntive,

(11) that 4t is o part of the classieal Big lover gooe
to ectablish s~herea «f influence, their desire
only to ensure that countries in the region if not
tostile to the others would be friendly to them oo
that tiey weuld not be denied the raw uaterials

with wiieh the re ion ia richly endowed,

(a} Otier Powersd

T ey Be portinent eloc te consdder the dntevests ol the
otier meior pouers, pouers wicg while not bhaving the military
carncity to excreise and exert z direct influence in the affairs
0¥ thie arga, neverthelesc, hove had or oay have other foris of
irtorvent ir thir ~ren., he countries that would imuedintely
opriang to ain’ here ere Britain, France and Jeyan, Brilasin and
Frarce are both major povers ir this region and, given a United

Lurcpe, thoir political and eccnomic intorests in this area quite
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. likely to be increansed,

Japan's interest in South Zast Asia as in many other parts
of the world contains a large economic element Jaran's presence
dependence on oil from the Gulf means also that she has interest

in ensuring a safe and free waterway tihrough South East Asia.

{n the vwhole it con be secen that evternal povers still
insist that South Last Asia is a stratepic ares in the furtherance
of treir foreign poliey. It is quite umlikely that this will

chenge ir the near future,

“nerefore it is essential thnt in order to not to be too
heavily involved either in highly visible or in convert opcrations
ia these arems, these powers need to eonverge their interests to
a point where tliere is some kind of a detente, An available

solution would likely be a neutralisstion of the region.

rort I1 of this poper will investipate the possible extent
of their participation in a neutralisation arrangement, either as
praraniors or as passive obscrvers. iieedless to say, any
seutralisation scheme of the region which exclude econsiderations

of their interests will ultinately fail,




