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ABSTRAK

Proses pembentukan sempadan negeri-negeri Melayu di
Segenting Kra selepas tahun 1800 melibatkan pertembungan dua nilai, budaya
dan konsep persempadanan yang berbeza. Nilai, budaya dan konsep
persempadanan Melayu dengan Siam berasaskan sifat tolak ansur,
persefahaman dan perakuan hormat menghormati serta janji turun temurun,
Nilai, budaya dan konsep persempadanan penjajah Barat pula bercirikan
ketepatan, perjanjian bertulis dan sempadan yang diukur, disukat, ditanda,
dipeta dan didokumentasikan secara terperinci. Perbezaan nilai, budaya dan
konsep ini memudahkan pihak penjajah Barat melaksanakan persempadanan
mengikut diplomasi "telunjuk lurus kelingking berkait" yang mereka amalkan
di sini.

Kerajaan-kerajaan Melayu di Semenanjung sebelum tahun 1800
mempunyai kawasan tetapi tidak ada ketetapan garis sempadan. Kawasan
mereka berkembang atau menguncup sesama sendiri dalam persefahaman dan
pengertian bersama melalui ikatan sistem politik, sosial, ekonomi dan jalan
perhubungan. Sistem politik diperkuatkan melalui perkahwinan dan
pengiktirafan ketuanan. Sistem sosial dapat berkekalan kerana adat dan agama
yang sama: Hindu-Budha dan kemudiannya Islam. Sistem ekonomi

berkembang kerana penghasilan barang keluaran dari bumi, hutan dan laut



serta keperluan yang sama terhadap barang-barang tersebut. Ini dimudahkan
lagi melalui jalan perhubungan yang sama untuk ke mana-mana.

Perkembangan sistem-sistem di atas melalui pengembangan
kawasan di Negeri Kedah, Perak dan Kelantan-Patani terhalang dan terbantut
apabila mereka berhadapan dengan musuh dari utara. Di sebelah pantai barat,
mereka berhadapan dengan Pegu dan kemudiannya Burma. Manakala di
sebelah pantai timur pula Siam melalui koloni pengantaranya Ligor.
Kedatangan pihak Inggeris ke rantau ini telah mengubah konsep sempadan
tradisi yang cair dan menganjal kepada sesuatu yang tetap, tepat dan kekal.
Bagi memenuhi kehendak dan kepentingan merekalah bermulanya
pembentukan garis sempadan dalam kerajaan Melayu. Inggeris
memperkenalkannya di Pulau Pinang pada tahun 1800 di kawasan Province
Wellesley atau Seberang Perai,

Persempadanan di Seberang Perai mengambil masa selama 69
tahun baru selesai (tahun 1869). Tiga kali perubahan berlaku sebelum ia
sempurna. Banyak peristiwa sorong tarik dalam mewujudkan sempadan ini.
Sebelum Kedah ditawan oleh Siam, Inggeris berhubung terus dengan Kedah.
Selepas itu Ligor dan Bangkok menjadi tempat rujukan, Kedah diketepikan,
Pada peringkat akhir British di London menggantikan tempat India pula dalam
perundingan menetapkan garis sempadan. Setelah masuk ke Perak pada tahun
1874, mereka bertanggungjawab mengambil semula kawasan Perak yang
terlepas ke tangan Reman (Siam).
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Persempadanan di Perak juga melalui proses yang sama. Ia
telah berhadapan dengan Siam selama 17 tahun (tahun 1782-1899) melalui dua
perundingan yang panjang. Masalah di Perak untuk mengambil alih semula
kawasannya dari Reman tidak sama dengan apa yang dialami olehnya di
Kedah. Namun matlamat Inggeris tetap sama untuk kepentingan ekonomi dan
“survival” mereka sebagai kuasa kolonial di sini. Proses ini menjadi panjang
kerana ketidaksamaan pandangan dan pendapat antara Singapura dengan
London. Dalam erti kata lain, antara petugas dengan perunding tidak sekata
(sefahaman). Apa yang terhasil di Perak hanya satu pertiga (1/3) dari tuntutan.

Kegagalan membawa sama Kelantan dan Terengganu pada
Perjanjian 20 November 1899 telah memaksa Singapura berusaha mencari
pengiktirafan bersama dengan Siam di kawasan tersebut. Lanjutan dari usaha
ini dan kejayaan Peranchis mendapatkan wilayah timur Siam di Batambang
pada tahun 1907 telah membuka ruang British menambah kawasan ke utara
lagi. British berunding dengan Siam tanpa melibatkan raja-raja Melayu.
Selepas tiga tahun berunding, termeterailah Perjanjian 10 Mac 1909 yang lebih
mengikut kehendak dan kepentingan Siam.

Raja-raja Melayu di Kedah, Perlis dan Kelantan serta
Terengganu terkejut dengan perubahan ini. Mereka kecewa, berasa hampa,
dan kerugian dengan garis persempadanan yang telah memecah bahagikan
wilayah mereka, namun terpaksa menerima hakikat setelah Siam menyangkal

dengan berhujah "Jika Kamu Kehilangan Wilayah, Kami kehilangan
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Negeri". Garis persempadanan ini telah memisahkan sebahagian dari kawasan
kerajaan Melayu dengan kawasannya dan juga sesama jirannya. Tidak lagi
Melayu berjiran dengan Melayu tetapi dengan Siam pula. Kerajaan Melayu
yang berasa lega daripada perjanjian ini ialah Perak kerana mendapat semula
hampir semua kawasannya.

Budaya, nilai dan konsep persempadanan Timur yang bertolak
ansur, hormat menghormati perakuan turun temurun dijadikan modal Penjajah
Barat "menggunting kedaulatan raja Melayu dari dalam lipatannya". British
berjaya mendapat apa yang menjadi idaman mereka iaitu pengawalan dan
penguasaan ke atas sumber, perdagangan dan juga jalan laluan yang
kemudiannya mendorong perkembangan penguasaan dan penjajahan di negeri
Melayu. Siam pula mendapat pengiktirafan British terhadap sebahagian

kawasan negeri Melayu di Segenting Kra.
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ABSTRACT

After 1800, the process of creating the boundaries of the Malay
States at the Ithmus of Kra presented an interlutle between two different values,
cultures and boundary concepts. Values, culture and Malay concepts of
boundary with Siam were based on mutual respect, consensus and the
acceptance of unwritten codes of conduct that existed for generations. On the
other hand, values, culture and western colonial concepts of boundary, were
characterised by accurary, written contract and demarcated boundary which
were maped and documented with precision. These differences in values,
culture and concepts enabled the western powers to subtely exercise
manipulative diplomatic policies of acquisition and control in the region.

Before 1800, although the Malay States in the peninsular have
regions, there was no necessity of a drawn boundary line. Their regions
expanded or contracted among themselves in consensus and collective definition
through the bonds of the political system, social system, economic system and
transportation links. The political system was strengthened through marriage
and mutual recognization of another's seniority. The social system perpetuated
because of custom and religion: Hindu-Buddha and Islam. The economic
system expanded because of the abundance of natural resources extracted from
the earth, forest and sea along with common markets for all those commodities.
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The interraction was simplified through the same transportatio links within the
region.

The development of the above systems through the expansion of
the regions of Kedah, Perak and Kelantan-Patani were obstructed and rendered
abortive when they faced the enemy from the north. On the West coast they
encountered Pegu and Burma. Whereas on the East Coast, they were
confronted by Siam through Ligor. British arrival in this region changed the
viable and elastic concept of a traditional boundary to that of any accurately
documented demarcation which was permanent in nature. In their quest of
control and fullfilling their needs and interests, the shaping of boundary lines
in the Malay States began. It was introduced by the British at Pulau Pinang in
the year 1800 in the area of Province Wellesley or Seberang Perai.

The demarcation of Seberang Perai boundary took 69 years to
settle (1869). Three alterations were made before it was completed. In the
process of creating this boundary, there were a lot of push-pull episodes. Prior
to the conquest of Kedah by Siam, Britain conferred directly with Kedah. After
that, Ligor and Bangkok were refered to and Kedah was ignored. In the final
stages, the British in London took over from India in the deliberation over the
boundary line. In the year 1874, after entering Perak, the British was
responsible for repossesing all of Perak's territory which was previously taken
by Reman (Siam).
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The demarcation of Perak's boundary also went through the
same process. She had negotiated with Siam for 17 years (1882-1899) through
two long deliberations. The repossesion of Perak's territories from Reman,
posed a diferrent set of problems to the British as compared to that of Kedah.
Nevertheless, the British objective was still the same; that is their need to
survive both economically and as a colonial power. This process was
prolonged because of the divergence of views and ideas between the Singapore
and London. In other words, there was no consensus between the incumbent
and the consultant. What could be acquired for Perak was only one third (1/3)
from the total area claimed.

The failure to persuade Kelantan and Terengganu as signatories
of the 20th November 1899 Treaty had forced Singapore to seek the diplomatic
recognition of Siam. The continuition of this effort and The French victory to
get back the eastern Siamese province of Batambang in 1907 offered the
opportunity for the British to acquire more territory in the east coast. The
British deliberated with Siam and abandoned the Malay Rulers. After three
years of deliberation, a Treaty was concluded in favour of Siam on March the
10th 1909.

Malay rulers of Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan and Terengganu were
shocked with the agreement that was concluded. Although they were frustrated
and discontented by the new boundary line which had segregated their
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territories, they had to accept the outcome after Siam protested that "If you lost
a territory, we lost a state". This boundary line not only segregated the
Malays in their own region, but that of their neighbours as well. There were
no more Malay states as neighbours, instead they had Siam. The only Malay
government spared was Perak. She repossesed part of her former territories.

Culture, values and Eastern concepts of boundary based on
unwritten codes of territorial influence and integrity were manipulated with
subtlety to the advantage of western colonial powes in their quest for expansion
and control. The British achieved what they had dreamt of authority and
control over resources, commerce and trade routes which helped expedite their
expansion of power and the colonization of the Malay States. Siam on the
other side had secured British recognition of their sovereignty over parts of the

Malay territories in the Ithmus of Kra.
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